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Conclusions

As you tell a story, you thread the key terms tigiothe telling of the story. So as you tell thergtthe
ear re-hears those key terms. Some variation oattings conclusion from one pastor’'s sermon:

“The enabling presence of Jesus has been cleayisdhe difficult situation that my mother faced
with her friend, Betty. Although my mother is nobaturally gifted evangelist, the Lord has usedtber
faithfully and clearly speak the truth in love tetB/ again and again.”

The story of Betty was told in the introduction.iF is actually what is called a “wraparound”
conclusion—that is, the remainder of the storyhef introduction is told within the conclusion. When
you complete the telling of the story in the cosabm, you give the hearer a sense of closure and
resolution. It comes together. There is a sendetiree was a real plan to how the sermon was
developed. | began something, and then | resolvaald brought it to a conclusion, so the story that
begins in the introduction and finishes in the dosion actually has a title. It is a “wraparounditiis is
done in all kinds of arts, is it not? In music ymave circular closure. A theme that you heard aarly
symphony reappears at the end. In novels, sometha@igvas done in the first chapter reappearseat th
end. It is a way of professionally saying, “Her¢he resolution.” Now, we certainly do not always d
wraparound conclusions. In fact, it would not bgoad idea to do them every week, but nonetheless it
can be a powerful way of doing things to begin stiing and leave it unresolved in the beginning and
then to resolve it in the conclusion. Even in tiesolution, however, we will see these terms start
reappearing. Listen to the rest of this conclusion:

“For weeks on end, my mother patiently but firmkherted and rebuked Betty from God’s Word,
trying to convince her to change her mind andde from her sin. Even though Betty continued to
abandon the truth and would not listen to my mashesund and loving admonition, my mother
continued to fulfill her duty and to defend God'sth in order to rescue this person in need.” Now d
you see even in the telling of the story how thiengereappear? Actually, in this place they are all
grouped together, but you could have spread theough the telling, could you not? “Although Betty
has not yet repented of her sin, my mother knowgdi and blessing of a clear conscience toward
Betty. As a result of her obedience in doing theknad an evangelist, she has been strengthened and
encouraged to speak God’s Word with more confidé¢inae ever before. You and | can also know this
confidence, peace, and joy as we faithfully spdakar’s judgment and the hope we have in Jesus.
When we consider what God has done for us in Chyisiaving us from His judgment, we will have
fresh motivation to obey Him and to proclaim His /@ every situation.”

The phrase “to proclaim His Word in every situatioame from the proposition. Now we will not
always do that, but this person wanted to end avii#lling statement, so he actually used thantglli
statement to be the last words of the sermon itsath not saying that you would do that every time
but it is interesting to see the goals for whidls germon is reaching. The conclusion should rerttied
listeners of what the sermon was about and drawatan exhortation that is said with some poigryanc
at the end. That is what we are trying to do widhausions. Now that you have seen one, let us talk
about what they are, and we will begin to see tltesgponents in more detail.

The goal of this lesson is to understand the cleriatics and construction principles for sermonic

conclusions. The reason is that this is the hightpd the sermon. This is what we have been dgah
This is the final exhortation, to say, “All thah&ve been saying is to have you hear this respgbase
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God is calling for you to achieve or to follow besa of what we have talked about in this text.”éHer
are three basic guiding principles for why conausiare so important.

First, the last lasts longest. What you say lasttigularly in an oral medium, lasts longest in plets
minds, memories, and impressions, so it is so itapbbecause we know that is what people are going
to hear echoing as they leave. As a result, weralsagnize that the last punches hardest. Whaids s
last, assuming it is said well, is what actuallyries the greatest impression of the overall secrivamw
why is that intimidating to us? Because, you knallvpf Saturday | have been working on this sermon,
and about one o’clock in the morning | was gettm¢he conclusion. So when | am most tired, | am
trying to say the thing that will actually have tipe@atest import. This should help us to say, “Nuavat

are my priorities here?” Typically, those who tegebaching encourage people that the conclusion is
the most important thing. It carries the biggesiqiu

So it needs to be produced with some care, andftirerthe last guideline is the last comes firgtuY
read about this in your readings, and you recogiaethis is an old debate among homoleticians.
When do you prepare the conclusion relative taéseof the sermon? Now if you are presenting the
sermon, you know that the conclusion comes lastwbien you are preparing the sermon, there are
some dangers in preparing the conclusion lastvé ladready mentioned to you one of them: you ast ju
tired. You are now very tired, and you are tryinglo the most important aspect of the message.
Another problem with waiting to write the conclusiontil after you have written everything elsehatt
you might suggest something new. In fact, if yodi miot know what your destination was, how did you
even choose the words and the terms and the egdgespotlight as you were working through the
sermon? It is like driving a car without havingestination. If you do not know where you are going,
then how did you even decide what route to pickatwinords to choose, or what exegesis to concentrate
on?

That is one danger. What is another danger ofwgriyiour conclusion before you have done all the
other preparation of the sermon? There is a revdasger. What is the danger of saying, “This istwha
am going to talk about,” before you have writteemthing else? You might impose something on the
text that is not there. You might create a sernham is moving toward something before you havdyeal
thought through what the text means. You know tatn as you are writing, the Holy Spirit works in
your heart and mind to direct you as you are gdnogyou may be deaf, as it were, to what the Spiri
and the Word are saying to you because you ar@goiyour destination. Now how do we put these
two things together? If there are dangers on bidigsswhat do we do? | would say it this way: you
create the target, but you hold it loosely. Itésywimportant to have a fairly clear idea of your
destination before you write the rest of the serntioyou do not know where you are going, at least
general terms, there could be all kinds of word@s—in terms of knowing how to state your main
points and your subpoints and what applicationsss—that will be very difficult to make if you don
know what your destination is. However, | think ywant to be willing to change your destinationhié t
Spirit and the Word are directing you elsewhereit 8important to have a fairly clear idea of wke
you are going.

We will talk a little later about what | call théeft-field rule.” You know that you are out in Idfeld

when you are doing a sermon and you get towaréndeand you say, “Hmmm, | wonder how | should
apply this.” When you say that, you know that yavémissed the point. What were you doing all that
exposition about if you did not know what the apation was? If you do not know what the conclusion
is and where you are going, then what was thatr ctiodf even about? So holding it loosely, but ngvi

a general idea of where you are going because yoe $tudied the passage enough, will guide you to
the conclusion.
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When we do application, | will say it this way: digption should come at the end of sermon research.
You do not want to be doing application before rane researched the material, so application comes
at the end of sermon research, but it comes dig¢bgmning of sermon writing. In other words, | hage
know how | am pultting this thing together. Thisnaiple is all the more important with conclusiohs.
should have researched what this passage is abfmneld came up with conclusions, but | should have
a clear idea of the destination as | am doingfate preparation for the presentation of that malte

As | said, this is an ongoing debate among those te&ich preaching. Do you remember some of the
authors who say that you should prepare the coiocldgst? Broadus, the father of expository
preaching, says to prepare the conclusion firstistery much aware of the fact that you are stir
that you may not do it well. Rayburn says to prepafirst. Haddon Robinson, in his book on biblica
preaching, says to prepare it first. It is interegthat Stott is the one who kind of breaks thiégpa, and
you will read that work next semester. John Sgothe one who says you should not prepare the
conclusion until you have done everything elseavehsaid that you should do something in between
preparing the conclusion at the beginning and gawiantil the end, to be aware of the dangersodhb
sides. That is known as the “mealy-mouthed apprdachink what you will find is that it is what yo
begin to do. If you do not have an idea of whene g going, you just feel adrift as you are preyar
all the material. On the other hand, if you sayp ‘MNatter what I find out, | cannot change my
conclusion,” then you will feel as if you are caasted from saying what the Spirit has been sagong
you.

What are the components of conclusions? | will gheesummary first and then we will go into the
details. G. Campbell Morgan said it this way: “Breonclusion must conclude, include, and preclude.”
It must conclude. It must end! It must stop thersar from going on, so it must conclude. It must
include. That is, it must include what has previgleen said. That is summary. It is reminding peop
of what has been said. A conclusion must also pdeciThat is, it must preclude the possibility et
listener will escape the message. It is givingjast a reminder but also the implications. This/isat

we will ultimately call the exhortation—“Now thaby know, what is God calling you to do or believe?
How should you respond?”

The technical ways of saying these things ard, fiegapitulation, or concise summary. The first
component technically is called recapitulation. fEhghould be some sort of concise summary, not
extended explanations, but hammer-stroke statentteaitsjuickly reiterate the central concepts of the
message in order to make the final appeal for actios the fast marshalling of the sermon’s ferce
using its key terms. It is very important that r@talation use the key terms of the sermon.

Again, from where do the key terms of the serman&® They are the key terms of the magnet clauses
of the main points. What are two ways of presentimgm in summary? We have already said that you
can group them together, but another way that youdo it in the telling of a story is that you can
thread the key terms throughout the story. Yougranp or thread. Grouping is putting them together

a summary statement. Threading is telling a stadyteaving the key terms reappear in the tellinthef
story, to bring the mind and the ear back to anremess of what things have been about. Let me just
read to you from W. H. Sangster, who was a reatipderful pastor in England a century ago. Let me
show you how he did it one time. | will tell you athhis sermon was about, and then | want you teris
to his conclusion and how he threads so well. Himm®n was about this: he was emphasizing that the
believer has been purchased by Christ’'s blood.&fbex he no longer belongs to the world. He belongs
to God. Do you hear it? The believer is purchase@rist’'s blood, so he no longer belongs to the
world. He belongs to God.
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Sangster said this:

Some time ago, a poor drunkard committed his @f€rist in this church. Twenty years before
that, he had actually been a pastor in a churctbgebut when he assumed a pastorate in this
town, he took to drink and he ended up in the gutt#hen he gave his life to Christ, he had a
hope, though. When he truly believed he was pugrthhy Christ’'s blood, he believed that his
thirst might be quenched by some stroke of omnipme-that God would just take the thirst
away. But that did not happen. There began thdlt#tyhe was purchased by Christ a long
guerilla warfare in his soul between the deadlyiorgand the keeping power of Christ. As his
new friend, | suggested that on any day that haddus fight especially hard, that he would
drop by the church and we would pray together. pped in often. His drawn face often told
its own story, and we would go to the chapel andweald pray. One day as | was praying with
him, he broke down completely. The contrast betwesrarlier life of holy service and the
revolting bestiality to which his drunkenness haolight him was too much for him that day. He
sobbed like a child and said, “I know | am in thetgr. | know it. But | do not belong there, do
I? Tell me. Tell me | do not belong there.” | puy arm around him. | felt a great elation even in
the embarrassment of his tears. He had lost his mdyChrist had not lost him. “No,” | said
quite positively. “Christ purchased you by His bpand you do not belong to this world. You
belong to Him.” This is the same hope that Godrsfi@u, each of you here, and that you must
claim. You do not belong to the world. You belong3od. Believe it, and live it.

Do you hear the key terms? It is really beautifdbne, and at the same time there is a chargerto ou
hearts: you must believe this. You must claim thlsat is what a conclusion does. It marshals theesfo
of the sermon by saying, “Here are the thoughtiaxe discussed. Here is what this Scripture hak sai
today. Believe it. Act on it.”

Exhortation is the next key component of conclusidometimes this is simply called final applicatio
We do not summarize simply to summarize but to hadrhe forces for the appeal that we will make
either to belief or action. We are saying, “Whathcete personal actions are you calling for from th
hearer? What do you want me to do?” Now that “tobrday be behavioral or attitudinal. It is not alvgay
about behavior; it may be something to believe el Wt typically includes some direction. Show me
precisely what you expect of me now at the endhefsermon. We will spell it out. We will do it bfiy
The final exhortation is not long. It is usuallysfwone or two sentences. Here is an example. A mere
summary of a message would be to say somethinghike“Today we have seen that God is sovereign,
and He is holy, and He is loving.” That is just snary. You hear those key terms. He is sovereign, He
is holy, and He is loving. That becomes exhortatitien you say something like this: “Because God is
sovereign and holy and loving, we can trust Himeiin times of our greatest difficulty, He will reav
lose control, and He will never stop caring, andwilenever lose hold on you. Fear not, whateven yo
face, for you have a God who is sovereign and hotyloving.” The exhortation began with the
imperative “fear not.” Here it is just an imperatiof attitude, but | have told you what to do wiis
information. You are to apply it in some way to ydives in that final exhortation.

The next key component of conclusions is elevafidrere is some sense of climax. Here thought and
emotion are arriving at their greatest height.dfiyare not moved in the conclusion, it is unlikeblgt
anybody else will be. Even your tonality should e2g3s that there is a sense of urgency in the
conclusion. It is not flat. Now it does not meaatth is always said with great bombast, nor &ways
said with very low tones. You are saying what, aditw to your personality and the content of the
message, would mean the most to you, and you giregsidas though it does. Manner and content must
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now conform to one another. Say what you are sag@dpough it has the meaning to you that you are
trying to communicate.

There are two ways we typically do this. One isubing a human interest account that is poignamii |
just be very straight with you. Those of you whe @aining to preach sermons in this culture, you
recognize that for men in this culture it is somattifficult to express emotion. In your conclusion
you are trying to be somewhat emotive. Here is wpathosis coming to help drive, as it were, the
ethosand thdogos—what this means now. But that is hard for us, smd is typically very important
in a sermon and a conclusion to identify those humterest accounts that have their qrathosand
that can poignantly drive home to the will andhe heart, as well as to the mind, what we have said
logically in the message.

If you do not do a human interest account, theaélyrés only one other basic type of conclusion. We
went through about seven types of introductionstloere are really only about two types of
conclusions. One is a human interest account. Ther & what is called “grand style.” Grand styteed
not depend on the story to carry the emopiaéhos It depends on your manner to do it. So it is
heightened words and heightened manner that séigs 15 very important. Listen to me. You must
walk away with this truth.” You are not telling sy, but the words that you choose and the waly tha
you express them expresses the urgency of the ntoBeithat is called grand style, and having those
two in mind will typically help you through. Nowwill tell you if you are not used to a lot of publi
presentation, grand style may feel awkward to Yo telling a story about people who are dear or
important to you will not be awkward at all. YoulWieel the power of that, and it will not be stggnto
you, so most of you probably will choose to do harnrderest accounts when you start out. But grand
style becomes an option that is very important el$, &nd typically even when we are telling a paigh
story, if it has touched us, there will be elemeritd that are touched with a certain amounpathosas
well.

The last part of what is involved in conclusiongeisnination—that is, they have a purposed, pointed
definite end. What do you want people to walk awat? That is what you want to end with, to have a
fair amount of purpose to it. The marks of effeetoonclusions, when we pull these things togetrer,
first, unigueness. How many conclusions are thegesermon? A good sermon has only one. Did you
ever go to a sermon and you thought the preachedaae and then suddenly he took off again? The
best conclusions arrive in emotion and terminafibthe same time, so they are unique. There is only
one conclusion. Obviously, conclusions have climle. have talked about the emotive intensity of a
message. Remember this is the highest emotivesityesf the message. Conclusions have resolution.
We began the introduction saying, “What is the leardf the message?” That is the fallen condition
focus (FCF), the burden of the message. That appeéne introduction. The conclusion tells people
that we have dealt with what we identified as thedbn. The Word of God has dealt with the burden
that we identified, so we are bringing resolutignshowing how the burden is being dealt with.

Another mark of effective conclusions is finalityhat is, they arrive on time and do not wander off.
Again, Sangster is so good here. He says it this Vtaving come to the end, stop! Do not cruisewbo
looking for a place to land like some weary swimm@&ming into the beach and splashing about until he
can find a way out. Come right in. Land at onceidfi what you have said and end at the same time.”
Now then, this is a good pastoral qualificatioifithe last phrase can have some quality of crisp
memorable-ness, all the better, but do not delay éaoking for it.” It is great if you can end vewgll,

but it is still better to end than to wander ablooking for a better way to end. An idea of finghtill

help. All of these things, of course, tell us tbaihclusions need careful preparation. They arenbst
telling thing. They have these basic componentsyéry soon you will find that people will not
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remember—though we cannot fail to do it, for reasee will see shortly—they will not remember
much of the meat of the message. They will remertddeng conclusions. They really will, and it will
become very powerful, so these have to be prepaitach great deal of care.

Let me give you some cautions for conclusions. &s lyear their components, you will already
recognize some of these. One caution for conclgs®ito avoid consistent emotionalism. Once you
begin to recognize that the conclusion is the pfacpathos it can be a place for manipulation. You
know that; they know that; everyone knows that. yoa still being authentic? | had the sadness in
some measure of being in a pulpit where there lead la man, a pastor or two prior to me, who had
been in that church for 50 years. That was grda. difficulty was that over the last 15 years o life,
he cried in every sermon. Now | was there somerIZ)qears after that, and the people still laughed
about it. In every sermon he was that kind of wegmastor, and it was, in their minds, manipulative
Now what makes it authentic is what is in your helamas said of Moody that he was one of the few
people who could legitimately talk about hell, besahe truly wept that people would go there.
Something was authentic in the way that he preattedyeople knew that he really cared. He did not
weep every time, but when he did weep, it was genudomehow we want, again, for manner and
content to come together. Sometimes that meangittia¢ conclusion we will speak with what almost
sounds like great anger: “Thisustchange!” Other times we will speak with great temess: “This
must change, or we will be deeply, deeply hurt. " ndi@r and content must come together, but somehow
that manner has to be reflective of what we arengao consistent emotionalism is a problem, but
absent emotions is also a problem.

The second major caution is this: do not trail ¥fu will find that your heart thumps and your kdrea
goes and you perspire and all those things thguatgart of being in front of people. When yoe ar
doing it for 30 minutes or more, | recognize thdatatvwill happen is that you will become tired.dtan
exercise. It is tiring. Typically, when | preacly, the time | am done, my back is soaked with sweat.
That is almost always the case. It is an exerdisa.are taking in a lot of breath to project addglya
You are gesturing. You are thinking hard and wagkiard, and your body is also into what you are
saying, so when that begins to happen, there itetigency simply to be tired at the end and torbemi
say all poignant things very quietly. Everythingggerhispered and put up in a high register, and the
message has the sense of winding down, but yosegreg the most important things, so there should
be almost an electricity in the conclusion. Agaiam not talking about bombast and volume evergtim
That sometimes is appropriate, but there shoula $ense of “this is the most important thing” amat t
you are speaking in a way so that you are noirngpdff.

The next caution is just a hint for those of yairted in other modes of public speaking. Ordinarily
there is no final “thank you.” We do not say, “Atiterefore God says that this gossip must stopijtand
must stop in this church. Thank you very much.” &idenot say, “thank you.” We do preach sermons in
the style of a public address, but we do not sengrik you,” at the end of sermons. Now what about
saying amen? It depends a little on the generatimheven the church in which you are preaching. It
sounds strange for a young man in churches todsgyo“And this is what you must do. Amen.” It
almost sounds as though you are congratulatingsgtfulNow there are churches, | recognize, wheze th
“amen,” means something like, “This is what God &aisl, and | am saying it with great confidence to
you because | have spoken with the authority oiMoed of God.” However, even if you were doing
that, | do not know that | would do that every time | would be cautious about the “amen” that seem
like a self-benediction as opposed to, “I realld ba say this today.”

Another caution is that you should let the condaostonclude. Sometimes you may have the thought,
“Well, | do not really have to come up with a gamhclusion, because we are going to sing that great
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song afterward.” Or you might think, “I will jushink of something to say in the final prayer.” Biou
ever hear the final prayer and know that what tieagher was really doing was saying the third main
point that he forgot in the sermon? Now if you h&veo it, you have to do it, but it is not the way
plan. We sometimes will know that there are thiwgswant to drive home with the concluding prayer
or the song, but it is usually not a good idealém flor those to carry the sermon, so we let the
conclusion conclude.

| want you to avoid using rhetorical questions @sotuding sentences. Please do not make the last
sentence of your conclusion a question. For examsplaeone might say, “And so what we have just
seen is that the disciples followed Jesus. And what God call you to do?” Often rhetorical questio
come because the preacher could not think of whatdnted people to do, so he asked a question
instead. Now technically, there are things thatcatted maieutic questions, which are questionsdra
directive, but we will not do that yet.

Use poems and quotations with great caution. Wé/rai@e not the generation that appreciates very
much “three points and a poem.” It is not that yawuld never do it, but | am cautioning you thatagd
people will almost grimace when sermons end that Waou do end with somebody else’s quotation
or poem, please use it only if that person saystgxarhat you mean, not almost what you mean.
Recognize that the change of voice and meter argligge if you are using an ancient poem or an
ancient quotation will actually tend to throw pemplf. We are not a very patient generation for
language we do not understand, so if, right heteeatonclusion where you are trying to drive tising
home, you begin to use archaic language, thendghetime you want to say the most important things,
people just stop listening. Prepare the audienceri@t you are intending to do with the quote. Vdgen
said that before. If you are going to use a quatafplease tell them what to listen to. Try nobteak

eye contact. Now just think of that. | have gotienhe point of this message, where | am sayingjs'T

is the most important thing; | want you to hearna@d then | start to read to people. | break ey@act
and look down. That is probably not what you wantid. The main question you have to think about is
“Do you really want to give the last word of thexsion to someone else?” This is someone who has not
lived among these people. They do not know the gadion. Do you really want to give the last word
to someone else? Now if it is a very controvensaht, maybe you do, but most of the time | would
caution you against simply borrowing from anotheret, unless, again, that person says it so much
better and it really will make a stronger impadrttyou yourself will make.

Here is a very important caution: do not introdneg exposition in the conclusion. It is very easy t
say, “Now of course we know this is true becauseitha present tense verb.” The conclusion is the
wrong time to be starting with new definitions, nexegesis, new references to other biblical téiis.
the wrong time to be doing that. It is not wrongltg but it should not be done in the conclusidme T
conclusion should conclude, not start something. new

Finally, avoid the word “finally.” That was in youeadings, but let us talk a little about thatlsat it is
clear. If you say, “in conclusion,” what does evéryd person in the church automatically do? They
look at their watches. You just created what a Hetiwsan would call “linear consciousness.” You put
time in front of them when you say “finally” or “iconclusion.” Now, | will grant you that if the pele
have given up all hope that this sermon is evengyt end, then saying “finally” will cause them to
brighten. If you have to say it, you have to. Ih ¢g a technique, but you should be aware thatufdo
not have to, you may be creating dynamics you domend. This was in your readings, but | justdov
the quotation from R. E. O. White, when he sattiig way, “Finally, brethren,” can be said by an
apostle, and he can keep going for two more chsdbet you should not.” A troubled English pastor
once asked a farm laborer why he came to churghvaimén the assistant preached. “Well, sir,” sagl th
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farmer, “Young Mr. Smith says ‘lastly,” and he dassclude. You say ‘lastly,” and you last.” If ydo
say, “in conclusion,” then it should mean you avaatuding.

Here are some hints for effective conclusions. Hiawve do this well? First, use a human interest-
account if you can. Not only will it tie up the sen in terms of emotion and poignancy, but people w
strongly identify with these human-interest accsufS it is just a very strong way of having people
identify as well as hear the importance of what goeisaying. | will just say quickly again that thtber
form of conclusion is called grand style, but iuyoan, human-interest accounts typically are the
strongest.

Here is just a hint. Put the illustration of thetlenain point high in that point so that it is mompeting
with the conclusion. If the illustration comes tate in the third main point and the conclusioa is
human-interest account, then you create anticlirfax. are actually taking away from the climax by
having the story in the last main point too claséhe story in the conclusion. You remember that we
have said these pieces do not have to come inamiewar order. The third main point is usually a
point where it is helpful to move the illustratias high as possible, so if you have two subpoyais,
might put the illustration after the first subpostt that you create separation from the illustratibthe
conclusion. Again, these are just hints. Theseaateules, but they are thoughts to consider. Think
about whether you want to create anticlimax or Wwaetou want the concluding illustration to have a
real power of its own because it is not too clasether stories.

We have already talked about recognizing the p@irending with a telling phrase. If you can, it is
important to end with a telling phrase. Now agaiam not saying that you would always do this. Does
anybody know what the last words are in Jesus’ 8erom the Mount? You will know them
immediately when you hear them. They are “fell vatreat crash.” Here are the last few sentences of
the Sermon on the Mount: “Whoever hears these walrdsine and puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house upon the rock, anddives came, and the streams rose, and the winds
blew and beat against that house, but the housigearmck stood firm. Whoever hears these words of
mine and does not put them into practice is likeaish man who built his house upon the sand,taed
rains came and the streams rose, and the windsdrdweat against that house, and that house fell
down with a great crash.” That is the end of therteé® on the Mount. So you see that these are mot ne
ideas. These are just the ways people think areitainformation in an oral medium, and so we see
what that means even for Christ’s time.

We have already talked about the importance ofrendihere you began. It is something we would not
use every time, but a wraparound conclusion isgitverful. We end where we began; we finish the
telling of the story. It is called a wraparoundts@nd where you began can be a helpful hint.

Finally, a last thought for conclusions is to toyeind with a positive. After all, it is the Gospklis the
good news. Jesus ended the Sermon on the Mountheitiireat crash because it is the last rendefing o
the Law, and He has showed people that they cdweaip to this. After that, His ministry is abadtiie
answer to the great crash, but we know that ministy it is not a good idea to end our sermons by
saying something like, “And if you do not do whaay, you are all going to be in trouble, and this
church is going to be ruined. Let us pray.” We@eaching the good news, and I think to take the
impact of the Gospel and make that your hope andweagement to people is the greater strengtheof th
sermon.

Someone might ask how we can end with the Gosple¢itext does not mention Christ or His
redemptive work. We will spend a whole semestdinglabout that, but the key right now is to sagtth
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context is part of text. The context is part of thet, so identifying how this text functions is it
redemptive context is important. What | said alibetSermon on the Mount is that it is the last
rendering of the Law. If | put it in its contextchn begin to see how it functions redemptivelytl&a is
not eisegesis. That is identifying where a text fiddemptively. Now we will not fully answer this
guestion today. This question is addressed inasiehalf ofChrist-Centered Preachintpat we will not
even read this semester. So we have a lot stilbfdout it is good to feel the weight of that quest

Jesus said, “Apart from me you can do nothing,if &l our message has been is moral imperatives, w
have a problem. We have to put the text in itsedni@and that will always be a redemptive context.

Let me just make sure this gets in front of yowbefve end. Here is some conclusion on conclusions.
You need concise summary. It may be threaded apgab It may be both, but you need to have some
sort of concise summary in which the key termshefrnagnet clauses of the main points appear in the
conclusion. You need some form of climax. Is thesense of emotional intensity? You need final
exhortation. Are you telling me now what to do etieve or hope in? Is there an exhortation thpti$

of the conclusion? Typically it is the last two s&rces or so. That is typically where that final
exhortation occurs. You need a definite end. Did $leem to have some sort of professional design to
it? Did it definitely end and make us ready fortttad? You need something that will neither sugpris
nor seem to wander off.

© Fall 2006, Bryan Chapell & Covenant Theologi&dminary



