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Lecture 3- Mission Motives & The Receiving Side (4XCovenant Theology (5)

Now, however, | am on my way to Jerusalem in thecgeof the saints there. For Macedonia and
Achaia were pleased to make a contribution forgber among the saints in Jerusalem. They were
pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to theon.iRhe Gentiles have shared in the Jews’ spaiitu
blessings, they owe it to the Jews to share wemttheir material blessings. So after | have cotegle
this task and have made sure that they have retdive fruit, | will go to Spain and visit you omet
way.

-Romans 15:25-28

To be authentic, mission must be thoroughly theoicett begins in God’s redemptive purpose and wil
be completed when that purpose is fulfilled. Thd-Gioen identity of the church thus arises from its
mission. This order of priority is foundational.t¥er sixteen centuries Christians have been tatight
think of church as the prior category and missisroae among several functions of the church. ... The
answer to ecclesio-centrism is to be found in bé&dal-theological order of priorities.

-Wilbert Shenk, Changing Frontiers of Mission, p.7

Key Terms
Motives; pure & impure; obedience; love, mercy &pdoxology; eschatological; haste; personal,

imperialist; cultural; commercial; colonialism; lEladiom; contextualization (three-culture model);
God’s reign; Jesus as Messiah; Holy Spirit; chuvedrld; eschaton

Lecture Objectives
- List and describe various motives which have bepartiof the spread of the Gospel.
Evaluate your own motives in light of this discussi
Identify Biblical implications of this discussionrfyour work.
Describe how an understanding of covenant thealiegpens our understanding of the Gospel
and clarifies and intensifies our biblical motivats.
Outline the “mission dynamic” as described by Shenk
Describe the place of the church within the dynadaiscribed by Shenk, noting implications for
the work of the local church.

Mission Motives & The Receiving Side
l. Missionary Motives
Context of the discussion (cf. Verkuyl, p.163)
A. Pure motives (cf. Verkuyl, pp.164-168a)
1. Obedience
2. Love, mercy and pity
3. Doxology
4. Eschatological
5. Haste
6. Personal
B. Impure motives (cf. Verkuyl, pp.168-175)
1. Imperialist
2. Cultural
3. Commercial
4. Ecclesiastical colonialism
Il. Basic Importance of Receiving Mission (Sannkedunin. Translating the Message: The Missionary
Impact on CultureMaryknoll, New York: Orbis Books, 1989, pp.192ff.)
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A. “The adoption of local idiom suggests a radsaift from the literalness of the text to a fresh
discourse.” (192)

B. “No one linguistic maneuver is inherently supeto another, and all language use is

conditioned by its special contegt98)

C. “A necessary precondition for effective tratisla is the surrender to the terms of the receptor
culture..” (198)

D. “The sort of radical pluralism represented tanslatability promotes cultural particularity
while affirming in God its relativizing univeal.. Making the Bible in its translated form the
chief object of missionary endeavor [had] important consequences...: first, the vernacular
acquired the significance of a revelatory raadibecoming more than an autonomous
linguistic device (though that was importabt); also carrying the implication that God was at
work in that medium. Second, the sola-scrgfninciple resulted in uncoupling the Bible
from the tradition of Western commentaries] #rus from an important source of Western
cultural and intellectual values.” (203)

This is the key
relationship, the
missionary stands on the
margins.
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E. “The history of missions, therefore, is morartlihe account of organizing the missionary
effort in Europe and North America, importastthat may be. It is also about the actual
reception and operation in the field wherertbleness of detail makes the question of the
missionaries’ alleged cultural motives somewgdsipheral.” (207)

F. Jonah, the Ninevites and Us

1. Il Corinthians 8 and 9; Romans 15:25-28

Covenant Theology
|. Covenant Theology and World Mission
Il. Biblical Foundation of World Mission (cf. Verkily pp.89-117 [not req.])
[ll. The Mission Dynamic (cf. Shenk, pp.7-19)
A. The reign of God
B. Jesus the Messiah
C. The Holy Spirit
D. The church
E. World
F. Eschaton
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