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Lecture 7- Early Church (12); Europe (13); Asia (14

The story of Christianity in the West has oftenbedd, but the history of Christianity in the Eashot as
well known.... It is too often forgotten that theHanoved east across Asia as early as it movedintest
Europe. Western church history tends to follow RauPhilippi and to Rome and on across Europe o th
conversion of Constantine and the barbarians. Wime outstanding exceptions, only intermittently the
West looked beyond Constantinople into Asia anelngattention to the long, proud traditions of a
Christianity that chose to look neither to Rome tw€onstantinople as its center. It was a Chrisitiathat
has for centuries remained unashamedly Asian) (xiii

-Samuel Moffett, frorA History of Christianity in Asiavl.

The new Christians, however, had formerly livealtgtally different set of rules and it was by neams
clear how far all the traditional rules had to chga..and there were questions dealt with in tradélon
northern codes which had never formed part of Gianstheology at all....Such questions were not & th
Roman law books and it was no use to say they weneportant, that they had nothing to do with the
substance of faith. They were questions of senmausent for the new Christians, and would not goyawa
For a whole world had toppled; a world of sacredg#s and sacred times and ritual acts, and wittad
gone a form of security. For people to feel sec¢areir new faith they must have satisfactory aarswo
the questions left by the old. The result, in thtire of the case, was going to be different frben t
expression of the faith embodied in the missiosaniko taught it.

-Walls, p 74

Key Terms
“World” history; geographic spread; “unashamedlyaks’ gentiles; Christendom; conversion; first aayt

empires; Persian church; Nestorian controversypéto

Lecture Objectives
- Describe the geographic spread of the Gospel iy eanturies.

Identify implications of this geographic for ourdarstanding of the Gospel and church history.
Identify one application of today’s discussion your own self-understanding and your approach to
Gospel ministry.
Describe features of Gospel transmission into Hr@us regions of Europe, particularly as an
expression of “mission history.”
Identify key points of contact between issues fdogthose “Europeans” who first heard the Gospel
and issues that we face, noting especially howetbesatacts refine/deepen our understanding of the
Gospel.
Identify some issues unique to our current cultacaitext which we must examine anew scripturally.
Describe the issues encountered as the Gospetspastwvard.
Describe some of the cultural/political challenégsed and the results for the shape of the Gospel
and its articulation in the east.
Identify ways in which an understanding of the Gad'speastern spread refines, deepens, and
broadens your appreciation of the Gospel.

Early Church
l. “World” History and World Mission
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Reconstruction of World Map according to Strabo £1B.)
http://www.henry-davis.com/MAP S/Ancient%20Web%20€=§15.html

[I. Early Church-Mission History

A. Acts 2:5-11

B. Acts 8 —11:18

C. Acts 11:19-20

D. The second of the six phases of Christianitg Wellenistic-Roman. This is not, of course, to
say that within that age Christianity was gapipically confined to the area where Hellenistic-
Roman culture was dominant. Important Chrissammunities lay, for instance, in Central
Asia, East Africa and South India. But the doamt expression of the Christian faith for
several centuries resulted from its steady fpatien of Hellenistic thought and culture during
a period when that culture was also associatéda single political entity, the Roman Empire.
-Walls, p.18

Ill. Samuel Hugh MoffettA History of Christianity in Asia. Volume I: Begings to 15002nd rev. ed.
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1998.

The story of Christianity in the West has ofteeéold, but the history

of Christianity in the East is not as well knowit.is too often forgotten

that the faith moved east across Asia as eatilynagved west into Europe.

Western church history tends to follow Paul tolippi and to Rome and

on across Europe to the conversion of Constaatiigethe barbarians. With

some outstanding exceptions, only intermittendyg the West looked

beyond Constantinople into Asia and given attenteothe long, proud

traditions of a Christianity that chose to lookther to Rome nor to

Constantinople as its center. It was a Christyattiat has for centuries

remained unashamedly Asian. (xiii)
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The Apostolic Fathers
JLB. Lightfeot and J.R. Harmer, revised by Michael W, Holmes
Baker Book House, 1988,

The Spread of Christianity
- Extent of Christian communities by the 1st cen@Ey
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More Gentiles grafted in...

|. Southern Europe (Acts 16, etc.)
II. Western Europe
lll. Central & Eastern Europe
A. Cyril and Methodiushttp://www.omda.bg/engl/history/kiril&meth.html
(See Appendix D, II. for full text)
B. Slavic Peoples
C. Hungary
1. http://mwww.cryingvoice.com/Christianity/HunAigpeum. html
(See Appendix D, llI. for full text)
2. http://news6.thdo.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/world/eurmgsvsid 587000/587191.stm
(See Appendix D, IV. for full text)
D. Russia
1. http://www.catholic.net/RCC/Periodicals/Fa®10-96/article6.html
(See Appendix D, V. for full text)
2. http://www.dur.ac.uk/~dmlOwww/orthodox.html
(See Appendix D, VI. for full text)
IV. Northern Europe
V. Andrew Walls on Europe
1. “In Northern Europe, for a people to become §tfamn was for them to enter
Christendom, to be part of a fellowship of peomesng allegiance to Christ. In the
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West this allegiance was concretized through tlke@eledgement of the West's only
apostolic see. Entry to Christendom was also dotgyliterary culture preserved by
and through the Church. It was a literary cultuaedd on Latin, the language of the
sacred books and the liturgy, the language ofiteeaty tradition of the Western
Roman Empire which the peoples of the north and thvead collectively destroyed.”
(Walls, 69)

2. “In the early preaching of Christianity [in Eye], missionaries proclaimed God over
against the old gods, the one over against the ptheyew Christ over against the
old Thor. This was a continuation of the methodprefaching in the first great intake
of Christians from the primal religions of the Hallstic-Roman world. No one could
think of Zeus/Jupiter as the God and Father oflaud Jesus Christ; and as far as they
accepted araeparatio evangelican pre-Christian religion, the missionaries found
in the philosophers’ God and the code of the absgaod, rather than anything in
mythology or cult. When the faith came north, iaegfound no shadow of itself in the
faiths it displaced....Christian proclamation, theref forced a choice between old
and new, God and the gods, Christ and Thor.... Bldak and the other old gods
were condemned to death or forced into the sgatdsw world.” (70)

3. “Conversion was not decisive for Christianityaf force was often used in the
conversion of the northern peoples is undenialnld itwas used with a ferocity and
violence beyond anything the conquistadores ditténAmericas and far beyond
anything that happened in modern Africa or Asia assult of imperial association
with Christianity.” (72)

4. “A simple substitution of the cultural new fdvet culturally old is neither sufficient nor
possible.... People...must be able to integrate theitds, to knit together the new
and the old.” (75)

Asia
|. Historical Progression (Moffett)
A. “From the Apostles to Muhammad”
1. Initial 200 years
a.First century empires: Greco-Roman, Iranian, Clenégdian
b. Missions to India
c. The church of the East: The Syrian period
2. Sassanid period in Persia (225-651)
a. Persian church
b. The Nestorian controversy
3. South Asia
B. “From Alopen to the Crusades”
1. China
2. Islam
C. “From Ghengis Khan to Tamerlane”
1. Mongols and Franciscans
2. China
3. Eclipse
D. The modern missions movement
1. Phase I: Portugal, Protestants
2. Phase Il: France, Russia, Protestants
[l. Contemporary Christianity — Ramachandra (GWM I
A. A Gospel for the world (224-264)
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B. Gospel praxis (265-284)

Latin Armerica
Morth Arrenca
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Patterns of Religion(http://www.wadsworth.com/cgi-
wadsworth/course_products_wp.pl?fid=M18&disciplinember=27)

The topic of Asia is concluded in Lecture 8.
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