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Urban Mission

We are glad to be reminded that You are the Lood. dfaw close to individuals and to families to
bring comfort, miraculous deliverance, protectisalvation, and redemption in Your Son. Thank You
for evidences right around us and other parts efworld, too, of how You are at work. We ask tlsat a
we meet again for this lesson that You would leadnd guide us in our time together. Thank You for
guests who are here to help us think through paldicissues of Your mission in this world. Sharpsn
and equip us to be Your servants. We ask this diésus’ name. Amen.

We are temporarily skipping over topic 29 in youltabus, “The Gospel.” We are not leaving that out.
There was a recent merger in Japan of two churdagsin Christian Presbyterian Church and The
Gospel Presbyterian Church. These two churches tageéher, and their new name was Japan
Presbyterian Church. The joke was that they todlCduist and the Gospel and left it “Japan
Presbyterian Church.” That is the joke, but itlhgnkfully, not the reality. We will come back tapic

29 in the next lesson, lesson 16. | hope that tattemof the Gospel permeates all of this clags.nbt a
one-time topic. | also hope that that is the casé¢he two topics we will be considering, namelghan
mission and Saint Louis in particular. These aréensithat pertain to all of us in one form or fash

We have two men with us today who will help pust aharpen us in our constraint to follow Christ
wherever He leads us. Barry Henning is the pasthieav City Fellowship in the Central Missouri
Presbytery. He has been in Saint Louis for eigatyand has seen some significant things happen in
that church’s intentional focus on racial recomtibn. They have been looking at issues of justie
peace, and they help those of us in the rest dofitiiéo be more sharply aware of the poignancy of
those issues. Bill Yarborough is also here from Nty after serving 16 years in Mexico. He brings
further passion among New City to be multilingusiveell as multiracial and multiethnic. Their
experience, passions, and training will help spuomi and equip us in these topics. As is normahwhe
we have guests come in, each of them will take eBouminutes, which we will follow with some
discussion time.

[Barry Henning

| am really glad to be with you today. Twenty miesiis a really short amount of time. We will just
throw some things out on the table, and | reallpta encourage you to ask questions. Let me Isyart
saying that | am not a sociologist or an urban gxgéose things are not what qualify you for urban
ministry. They are not the kinds of things thatregealify you for cross-cultural ministry or mirrigtin
justice and mercy. You do not have to be an expeanything. You just have to say, “God, take me in
Your love for the world and lead me by Your Holyifgpnto the things You would have us be as the
church.” Strangely, you will find yourself beingadvn together as the nations of God’s people. Ydu wi
find yourself being drawn into issues of justicel amercy. And, you will find yourself being drawrton
an urban context. Some of you may not even be itignthat you are going to be ministering in an arba
context, but you are already in one. You are iniarfgaint Louis. This is really an urban contexe W
will define that further in a moment as we go alolfigou have been around our church, New City
Fellowship, or if you have heard us talk about éssbhefore, you know that these are common thirggs th
we talk about. One of the biggest things for usraseek to do the Lord’s will and His purposes and
follow Him is to be sure that we are being drivgnGnd’s vision of what it is that He wants to
accomplish. That puts issues of urban and crogsraliiministry into tremendous perspective.
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Bill Yarborough is going to talk to you in justigle bit about Saint Louis City in particular asdme of
the issues. Let me just say that we do find oueseliery multilingual and multiethnic, beyond whag w
had anticipated even on a leadership level. We mowe two African Americans who are pastoral staff
members. Of course, Bill is kind of an Anglo gugdd am as well. We also have a Columbian young
man who is a pastoral intern, and we just hads&feneration Chinese man who made a commitment
to be on pastoral staff with us and to be a pakitatern. We have our eye on a French-speaking man
from the Congo who is part of the immigrant comntyithhat has moved here to Saint Louis from the
Congo as refugees. We are looking at him in theréuto be an elder or even pastoral staff. Nortaisf

is by our great design. We did not come in withrategy and plan as to how this was going to happen
It is really an issue of following the Holy Spiehd letting God lead us into His purposes. | thinjou
look at the book of Acts, that is what happenedhhe early church, with the Jewish church in
Jerusalem, and even with Paul. It was the HolyiSpiro was leading His people into relationshipghwi
the nations. The thing we are going to say ingustinute is that so much of this takes place inréan
context. If you read through Scripture carefullguywill realize that cities and urban-type contegtsk
place all the way back in the book of Genesiautisrthrough the whole thread of Scripture and s gfa
God’s definition of how He works among us as people

Regarding God'’s purposes, where is He leading bsrevis He taking us, and how does this come to
bear in the urban context? We are going to lodkaah chapter 2. The book of Romans is the
incredible New Testament letter that gives us tleatgtheology of the Gospel unpacked and unfolted.
would encourage you that Isaiah is kind of the egjent of Romans in the Old Testament. If you are
going to spend a lot of study time working in orm®k, work in the book of Isaiah. Get a hold of the
themes in there, because it is really an outlaginfie Gospel and of God’s plan of salvation amthreg
nations in a very profound way. In Isaiah chaptds&iah sees this vision of what Judah, and in
particular Jerusalem, is going to be. That is irtgpay because Jerusalem is a city. It actually imeso
the paradigm city of what God is going to do whie tity of God versus the city of man in all of
Scripture. That paradigm city is, in fact, what yand | are brought into. Are we not? We are brought
into the new Jerusalem. All the promises of God thrdunfolding of God’s blessing through the Old
Testament become focused around Jerusalem. Jenuisaiee city where God’s plans and purposes for
mankind in relationship with Him were to be livedtoWhat is it supposed to look like? In Isaiah
chapter 2, Isaiah says,

In the last days [the days of Christ] the mountdithe Lord’s temple will be established as chief
among the mountains; it will be raised above tltig,land all nations will stream to it. Many
peoples will come and say, “Come, let us go ufpéorhountain of the Lord, to the house of the
God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so thamag walk in his paths.” The law will go out
from Zion, the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. Wwi#t judge between the nations and will
settle disputes for many peoples. They will beairtbwords into plowshares and their spears
into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up swoghast nation, nor will they train for war
anymore. Come, O house of Jacob, let us walk inighe of the Lord.”

Maybe this passage of Scripture is more pointagstas we think about the events that are goingnon i
the world today. The warring of nations, the diets against one another, the factions and the
destruction of one another happen across the vadirtd the time. Here in the United States, we are
sometimes oblivious to that because of the contewhich we live. However, many peoples in many
nations around the world constantly live in thistoil of the nations with one another in bloodshed
warfare. We got a dose of it here on Septemben Hlway that we never have as a nation. God’s
promise is to bring the nations together underlidis. The Law of God is a reflection of God’s
character, and the Law is something we delighb@tause God is holy, loving, just, and mercifudti
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take some time, this will hopefully drive you backDeuteronomy and Exodus and some of these
passages. The Law is an incredible descriptiohisfrhercy, love, justice, and compassion of Goe Th
Lord really wants to gather the nations togetheossthe division and lines of rebellion they have
against God and against one another and reallg threin as one people underneath His Law, His
purposes, His salvation. How does that happen? Whiaé tool? What is the means? How do we
become the people of God, and how do we get branghthe church? We do this through Christ and
through the preaching of the Gospel. You absolutale to be rooted in God'’s grace all of the time t
know that God delights in you and that He delighthe nations of people as He brings them into
relationship with Himself. Through Christ, we ai\e access to the Father. We are all sons and
daughters of God by faith. The Lord is going to kvthis law into our hearts (Jeremiah 31). That letv
the Lord is doing among the nations.

So where does it take place? Most of it takes plasay “most of it,” because that is where we know

the trends are headed) in urban communities. | dveudjgest to you that they probably always have. We
are just not used to looking at things in thosmgerlt is in the urban communities—in the citiesthe

city of Jerusalem—where the many different peopteigs come together, and everything that was lost
at the Fall is now reclaimed in the Gospel. All giery of the diversity that God has created in us,

which because of sin we now use as positions arsajity and hatred and division against one amthe
all get redeemed in Christ. There is this beauthefdemonstration of God’s glory through the déitgr

of the nations and the people groups that He resgtexl. It happens through the Gospel and in amurba
context. It is the city of Jerusalem. It is they@f God. That is where the Lord is taking us.

The reason | want to make this clear to you is beedf you do not take seriously these issueseof th
power of the Gospel for God’s purpose of teachimgpge¢ople to become a people of justice, love,
mercy, compassion, and following the Law, then nofnilis stuff will work. The coming together of
the nations will not work if we are only here todmthered together as a church and the context in
which we live our lives is simply that we gather®anday mornings to worship but then live our lives
in the world separated from the issues of the oelléind separated from one another. It has no cootex
focus—not a big enough focus. In Isaiah 42, thishat God says about the work of Christ: “Here ys m
servant, whom | uphold, my chosen one in whom iigth&l | will put my Spirit on him and he will bring
justice to the nations.” This is the purpose of Gadlvation. This is where it is taking us so flzat the
people of God, we will demonstrate to the natiamd laring to them the nature and character of God’s
justice. Is that not what Jesus did? He came aodesth people what the Father was really like. Hediv
out compassion, love, and mercy.

| was preaching one time, and we had an Inter\falsstder who came to visit. He came up to me after
the service and said, “You used the word ‘justaéot. All | can think of when you say justice it we
are supposed to go out, lock people up, and maieetisat they pay for their crimes.” Many evangdlica
Christians do not have a fully developed biblicawv of what justice is. Yes, God’s justice is tajhn

the evildoer in His time and in His way. Howeveiisialso to care for those who are being oppredsed
is to make sure that justice is being done on bhelidhe persons who are being treated with ingestin
particular, the Lord tells us, “If you are goinglave the mark of my compassion, you are goingto b
involved with the helpless, the poor, the widove trphan, and the immigrant—the people who are
most vulnerable and who are taken advantage ohtist. That is where my compassion is going to
manifest itself in the fullest way.” When Jesus esmand announces the Gospel, what does He say?
What does he do in Luke 4? He opens the scrobafh and says, “The Lord has anointed me to preach
the Gospel to the poor, to set the captives free.”
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As Isaiah goes on, there is so much wrapped upeisetissues of justice and mercy—caring for the
poor, taking care of the needy, taking care ottinegry, taking care of the widow. In Matthew 25uke
talks about the end time when the division betwtbersheep and goats takes place and eternity aurrive
Basically, the question that he asks is “Why shaddd you into my heaven?” What are we going to
say? We should say that it is because of the faistork of Christ that you should let me into heave

Is that not right? That answer is fine. Howeverainis God going to say when He hears that answer?
Matthew 25 says that He is going to say, “I wasgmynDid you feed me? | was thirsty. Did you give
me drink? | was in prison. Did you visit me? Andttis how | am going to know whether or not my
Gospel has actually taken hold in your life. Onoa yaste my mercy and compassion, it is going to
drive you to be a compassionate person like me.”

Now, this is so crucial in the urban context. Theare many ways to describe a city or urban setting.
Fundamentally, it is just issues of families orugye of people who come together in a particulaale®c

in order to do business, commerce, and trade,eldje culture and expressions about who they are as
human beings created in God’s image. It can beadl sty of 25,000, or it can be a huge city of 10
million or of 25 million, like Mexico City. What h@ens when you get different people groups and
families together? They fight. They train for warsome form or fashion. We have Serbs and Bosnians
in Saint Louis. | do not know if you knew that atnOne of my sons is a police officer. He worksvdo

in the third district of Saint Louis where the Sednd the Bosnians live. | promise you that thawntr

for war against one another right here in the aft$aint Louis. The great good news of the Gospel i
that God is going to teach His people not to be¢hsho train for war but to be those who give
themselves over to His Law, which leads them imtmgassion, mercy, love, and justice. As we
embrace those things in the midst of the city ohpiabylon, God demonstrates the city of His
people—the city of God, the city of Jerusalem—righthe midst of that. While they are warring and
fighting with one another, we are demonstratingiges mercy, and compassion. All of that takes @lac
in an urban context.

Read the book of Ephesians in light of the perspedf God’s commitment to reconcile the nations
together in Christ. The great beauty in Ephesiaisssen Paul says that God’s purpose (and thiseis
great mystery) is that the Gentiles become heitis israel through the Gospel. He says that God’s
purpose is the manifestation of the manifold glof¢sod as He gathers all these nations together in
Christ Jesus. Then, he prays a prayer and sags) firaying this prayer to the Father from whom gver
family on earth derives its name. My prayer is §@i will understand how wide and long and deep is
the love of Christ that surpasses our greatestatatien.” This is not a prayer for you to understaine
depth of God’s love in your own life in some piétisvay. It is for you to understand that God is
actually saving all the nations of the Earth, dmat ts how vast and glorious His love is. And, lda c
lead us into these things.

We are incredibly weak as we do this. There anmaoy times that we do not know what we are doing.
We are constantly on our faces before God, sajiihat are we doing? What do we do next? How
does this work, God? How does it work out?” It iglarious thing to have the Holy Spirit leading yiou
these issues.

| have to read this to you. This is out of Ray Bakie says, “You probably know the United States ha
long been the largest Irish nation in the worldr Population encompasses far more Irish than there

in Ireland. We have also long been the largest @namian nation in the world. There are far more
Scandinavians here than live in Sweden. We have theeclargest Jewish nation in the world. There are
more Jews who live in New York City than the whoteintry of Israel. There are 50,000 Serbs living in
Southwest Pennsylvania. Pittsburgh is the Serkagital of America. Chicago is the largest Polidly ci
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in the world. There are 840,000 Polls in Chicagptlie year 2001, Arabs will outnumber Jews in
America as they already do in major cities. At thiement, the largest United States capitals ofifad
world are New York, Detroit, Los Angeles, and Dearl) Michigan."—I grew up in Dearborn,
Michigan. It is an Arab stronghold. Do you know hasien you go to Miami, everything is in Spanish?
When you go to Dearborn, there are many differelabk dialects and languages. It is an amazing
thing.—“Did you know that the United States is nth& second largest African nation in the world?
There are 54 countries in Africa. One fourth ofAdliicans live in one of those countries—Nigeriada

it is the only African nation with a greater pogida of Africans than the United States.”

And, that is really just the beginning. There tsue movement in the United States and all acrass t
world of God moving in history to mix the nationgs.WWhat is His purpose in doing this? Look at Ikaia
chapter 2. This work is a fulfilling of bringingeémations to Christ. He is teaching us to walk is H
ways together, and so much of it happens in amucbatext.

The question has been asked, “Can you convince thioss who more used to suburban settings how
we are related to urban settings?” First of atluedebunk some myths. This is an urban context.d?
what makes something an urban context is simplyexsity of people groups coming together to
engage in commerce, to produce culture, to prateetanother (you see that in New York City and in
our country as a whole), to deal with nature arutlse the Earth. Do you know that there are African-
Americans, Chinese, Korean, Japanese, and Hisplaomsa great number of South American and
Central American countries who live outside of ¢itg of Saint Louis? It is newer and nicer in the
suburbs, but it is still made up of those peoptaugs who have all kinds of problems. The greatest
incidence of drug addiction is not in the inneyclh terms of the number of people in the inngy,at

is a huge issue in their own context. However gtteal greatest number is out in what we call the
“suburbs.” Problems such as drug abuse, child alspeeise abuse, breakdown in the family
relationship, and single moms are all in the subuwbhy were the suburbs started? They were
originally started to get away from the problemshaf city. What is the only problem with that? You
cannot get away from people. When you move, yaogonith you all of your problems. So, let us just
debunk the idea that the seminary’s town is a sadoucommunity and what we call downtown Saint
Louis is an urban community. This is all an urbeggalt is just pressing itself on us. Do not worry
Your buildings will fall apart in a few years, attdngs will begin to deteriorate. That is why newer
suburbs exist even farther outside of the city.

Are you familiar with the suburban sprawl and urlsprawl issues? Saint Louis is one of the worst
cities in the country, but it does not mean that gannot get away from it. There are illegal Merga
working at Macaroni Grill, a restaurant right arduhe corner from here, and they live out herel, too
So, what you think separates us is very, very srttali a mental idea. We tried to make it hapgen,it
did not work. The urban context is here. In theshgy context, how do we reconcile that we wantdo b
homogeneous yet there is this call to diversity?Wkiestle with this all of the time. Part of the gtien

is, “What is worship for?” | am sure that you hdegard this in many of your theology classes, butwh
is worship for? Is it to glorify God and to deligh what He is doing, or is it really about me awlat |
am going to get out of worship? Do | get fed in gfop? Is my heart strengthened? Do | learn the love
of God? Am | fed in my faith so | am able to go outMonday and serve God in this world? Yes!
However, because of our commitment to homogeneryare really committed to worship the way |
like it and want it. Part of the solution is leargito not be quite so self-centered in our worsimg, as

an Anglo, to embrace the beauty of what God isglowthe African-American community or to
embrace, as African-Americans and Anglos, what Sabbing in the Hispanic culture. God loves His
people, and He is teaching them to worship. Weleam from one another. It really strengthens our
faith. It does not diminish it. We are always adrthiat we are going to lose something if we givehat
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which we hold so dearly, even in our Christian walkw do you grow the most? You grow the most by
stepping out, dying to yourself, and embracing whatl is doing in the world and cultures around you.
That does not mean there is not a lot of work at.tiWe wrestle with theses issues. Personally, we
wrestle with these issues all of the time. We dbhawe all the answers. We have more questions than
we have answers. However, there is an increditdetyeof seeing God’s people come together and
embrace one another.

| have been asked, “What did your church do tcagetaring from people who are ethnically and
culturally different from you?” There are three yerucial areas. One is that we made a commitneent t
ethnic diversity in the leadership. God is workingevery people group. He is not an Anglo God.
Hallelujah. He is a God of all the nations. So,leeked for how we could invest and encourage,
promote, and submit ourselves to leadership frasedlother ethnic groups. This is a challenge it par
because our particular system in the Presbyterranch in America (PCA) has a very Eurocentric,
Reformed approach to our theology, and we kind arfitdeadership from other groups to fit that mold.
In a wonderful way, it forces you to strip away yaultural biases and attachments of your theokmgy
that the only thing that is left is the Gospel &fttist and those issues of justification, which dear to
every believer in every culture. You latch on todé, you look for them, and you invest in the
leadership.

The second thing is worship. You have to embracg t8aching His people to worship in those
different cultures. We need cultural humility in sship where we say, “This other culture has
something to teach me that | can embrace and ddrave talked to many pastors who say, “Our doors
are open. We would love to have different peopla&oWe would love for them to be here, but they
just do not seem to want to come, no matter homeypeare.” They do not wrestle with the fact that
what they are really asking them to do is leavefheir cultural expression in worship at the doo
They are expected to leave who they are and whohasdaught them to be at the door and totally
embrace what you are doing. And, you do not haventbrace anything that they are doing. Of course
they are not going to come in droves to that. Spewple will, but not in masses. Are you worshipérs?
hope you are. And, | hope there are some hymn$Sanptures songs that when you sing your heart
lights up and you worship God. Do you experienedtOkay, so do African-Americans, so do the
Chinese, so do the Congolese, and so do the EdmgpiWe need to embrace that together.

The third issue is that you have to have an outd@rds of justice and mercy. This is one of thadsi
that gives validity to our relationships with orneother so we can trust each other as we work throug
the issues and divisions that have separated ygéos. | can trust you, because together we ang go
to care for an Hispanic single mom. Together, veegming to care for immigrants. Together, we are
going to care for a white, Anglo, single mom. We aaring for somebody who is poor. We are doing
that, and the Holy Spirit says, yes! No matter wd@ibts | have about you (and | have them), | am
affirmed, because | see the Holy Spirit workingy@u. So, | can say, “Yes, let us embrace this
together.”

[Bill Yarboroughi

| am going to pick up where Barry left off. Nelsasked me to share specifically about Saint Louis as
seen in the missional perspective. | am going tthgaugh some themes very quickly, and hopefully we
can talk about them.

Saint Louis has been called the most dying cithherUnited States. This is from one perspectivd,lan
want to tell you why they call it that. Also, as tetk about these issues, | want you to think about
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Jesus’ calling card. You can look it up laterslin Matthew 11. The disciples of John go to Jesnd,
they ask Him on behalf of John, “Are you the Oneua we expecting another?” How did Jesus respond
to that? He said, “Go back and tell John a fewgkihNow, this is how Jesus presents Himself as thi
calling card. He says, “You go back and tell Jahe:blind see, the lame walk, lepers are healed, th
dead are raised, and the Gospel is preached mmthre¢’ Of course, this ties into what Barry saicdab
Isaiah, the salvation of God, the kingdom of God] the grace of God. As we listen to these things,
remember to think about your city in light of a si@al context. Saint Louis is where [ live rigloiw
You may be journeying through to another place, Bubk in terms of the kingdom of God, Jesus’
calling card. Jesus said very openly and freelys tihe Father has sent me, so have | sent youw&o,
are on a journey with Christ Himself toward theues that He is impassioned about in terms of His
commitment. He said, “I will build my church, arftetgates of hell will not prevail against it. The
mountain of the Lord’s house will be establisheavill be above every other hill, and the nation$ w
flow to it.” This is God’s vision and His promisAsk yourself where you are in terms of your church
life and in terms of your commitments of time, mgnand energy.

Why would somebody give the perspective that Saouis is the most dying city in the United States?
Some years ago, there were 854,000 people in titercaf the city. It was the third largest citytlaat
time and the fastest-growing city in the Unitedt&salt is now thirteenth or fourteenth on the hgith a
current city population of only about 350,000 sltypur typical donut shape, with the suburbs araund
It has one of the highest median ages and yet bitie smallest working-age populations. It has the
largest shares of elderly people of all the largestropolitan areas of the United States. Sainidou
County and the area around it has gained 26 permt@opulation while the city has lost almost 46
percent of its population just in the last 20 yeatss has been an enormous Catholic center and
stronghold. However, between 1915 and 1990, thedllatpopulation lost 58 percent of its population.
The community around our church has over five sgjuates of what is called blighted city, which is
empty buildings and lots. This is the secular petphcondemnation of our region as being one of the
most dying cities in the United States.

| have the median income comparison for West Cqumitych is out in the suburbs of Saint Louis.
Think about this in terms of what we have beenitgllabout—the poor, the widows, the needy. West
County has a median income of $63,000, while intiN&aint Louis it is only $23,000. In the city ifse
the median income is about $34,000, which is abalitof that in West County. Things such as the
percentage of families who live below the poventg lare things that sociologists talk about andgsi
that we can observe. In the county, only 15 peritemtelow $15,000. However, a third of the city
lives below the poverty line, and this is true emsore so for North Saint Louis. Twice the number of
children are born with low birth weight in the cag in the county. There are a lot of factors #tabunt
for that, but those are real issues of childrenfandlies. In North Saint Louis, a third of all dlfien
who are born are born to women under 20. In thetyut is only 7.5 percent. This is not even tatki
about the issues of abortion, social justice, ardcyn In the county, there is about a 4 percertt hig
school dropout rate. In the city, it is pushingpgEfcent. This is a huge disparity. Many factorsl fe¢o
these percentages, such as family, care, and éshalabpportunities. What about the graduationgate
in Missouri as a state? About 77 percent of hidloststudents actually graduate from high schaol. |
Saint Louis County, it is almost 84 percent. Howeitas only about 36 percent in the city. Thighe
community we live in.

| used to surf, and | compare what God is doinguiding. As a surfer, you do not produce the wilve,
energy, or the movement. It comes from somewheae &ou catch it and ride it. This is what is

happening in the world. Barry was talking abouthnge movement, not just of peoples but of God’s
commitment to save people of many nations for Hissige and mercy to go out. In fact, when Calvin
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wrote about Isaiah 2, he said, “The nations wilsbhbdued by the doctrines of grace,” because teegr

of God is committed to taking us, as on a waveyhere He is going and where He wants to move us.
Even though Saint Louis has been called by seputahets “the most dying city” because of that donu
effect, there is also now a wave of movement iheodity—30 percent of Saint Louisans are

immigrants. That population is growing. People @ming again and again and not because the
suburbanite has some kind of compassionate vigyeitihg involved in education or in the care of the
poor, the widow, and the needy, regardless of wtierg are. This movement is occurring because there
is a commitment on behalf of the movement of thetEaf immigration and migration to see people
coming to our community. That is the missional ¢titgt we live in today.

There are perhaps as many as 40,000 Bosnians livthg city. And, there are 70,000 plus Hispamis
all types not only in they city but scattered fridme suburb of Saint Charles to the heart of the Tihey

are working in every conceivable kind of place.sTisiwhere we need to embrace the promises of God.
When Jesus taught us to pray, He said, “Our Fatherart in heaven [...]” Then, what does He say?

He says, “...Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done [..Where? It will be done here on the Earth, just
like it is in heaven. So, what would it look likbgen, to pray such a radical prayer in Saint Louis
wherever God has you? What would it look like inuyoongregation, wherever you worship, in the
context of your community life?

| just want to offer a few suggestions for us tmkhabout. | pray that you will do these same tking
wherever you find yourself worshiping, whethersiin another huge urban area (as we would cadisciti
with over 1,000,000 people) or any diverse cultamaitext in which you may find yourself. One of the
issues is—and | will quote Dan Doriani’s bodlytting the Truth to Work-we believe in theology, and

| think one of the safest things we can say asnaowagement to one another is to be theologically
driven and motivated about Saint Louis and not dgaqhically motivated. Let me read this wonderful
guote by John Perkins. Take it as you will. Embrigdeve it, chew on it, and be pricked by it. Kes
said, “Today, Christians study the science of wilwdng from others, and then we use that to attract
converts. This so-called church growth or homogasewinciple should make us question the church
the same way we should question the humanizingaghdt sugar-coats racial separation with a veneer
spirituality and, in practice, it continues thedey of segregation that has divided whites andkslato
separate churches, into separate relationshipgnemdeparate agendas. We have taken that, entbrace
it, and made it a church-planting strategy.” Whatuid it look like to put the truth to work? What uld

it be like to say, “Lord, Thy kingdom come”? We wamn have that calling card of the Lord Jesus.
Listen to this. Perkins goes on to say, “Homoggneites not mirror the image of God. It cheapens the
people who proclaim it and mocks God’s call”"—Agatime theology of it, for us to be agents of
reconciliation.—*What makes it even more harmfuh@w it is justified: ‘If we are segregated, more
and more people will come and hear the Gospel,winicurn will advance the kingdom of God.’” This
logic basically spits in the face of a Holy Godgidstying out to human weaknesses and the sin nature
the very thing that they Gospel of grace and thedeoful work of the Spirit comes to heal and break
down.”

So, one thing to do in Saint Louis or wherever gogiis to truly pray, “Lord, Thy kihngdom come.”

What would it be like to be able of tell the dideipof John, “Go back and tell John that the p@weh

the Gospel preached to them.” Where is the movewfenir hearts? Where is the movement of our
energy? Where are we putting (as Dr. Dorian’s b&mjs) the truth to work in terms of the investment
of our time and life? Or, are we continuing to defourselves by our taste, our comfort, and our
movement? James Boyce said, “For too long, evarajslin particular have been guilty of what has
been called ‘white flight,” whereas we have move@yfrom the action where we have been needed.”
Those areas with needs include low birth weighidmlsingle moms, women under 20 having children,
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the great disparity and divide over economic issaed the disparity between families in the citg an
people who have migrated for economic reasons. 8egd, “We have moved from where we are
needed to where it is nice.” And, | would argue thés is the greatest challenge at this time ser@ous
Christian witness. It is a challenge to establisie@angelical presence in this city and all theegiof

the world. Boyce quoted Ronald Sider (and thismazng to think about), who said, “Tens of
thousands of evangelicals ought to move back mccity. If only 1 percent of evangelicals living
outside of the city context who have moved furidwed further out had the faith and courage to move
into town, evangelicals would fundamentally altes history of urban America.” They would alter
history just by being there. You affect the neigtitlomds you live in. We affect them just by beingrth
The issues of trash or kids on the street becoraeigsues. They are not demographic studies. Treey a
just studies in life, which is why | agree with wihgarry said when he said that you do not havestarb
urbanist to be a spirit-filled believer engagingdsues. You have to be a friend, you have to ask f
God's Spirit, you have to confess your weaknesskaogv that the hope of the Gospel and the grace of
God is the only hope for all of us. Being “missiBmaeans movement.

Also, we need to think in terms of being hospitaddea congregation to all those people around us.
Barry talked about it. Being missional in life aclilirch life means being intentional about hospytalo
that the people you invite to church will feel ainine there. We need to be hospitable toward peopte w
are invited to your fellowship meals, those whahgain your house churches or in different acegtin
your church and life, and those who gather in comitguThis recently impacted me when | went to
Chicago. I went into a very fine church. It had thiting edge of technology, comfort, and efficigre
everything from the entrance to the bathrooms éostinctuary. As we walked in, there were 25 or 30
people doing the landscaping. Who were they? Thengwur Mexican immigrant friends. | talked to
them for a while. They came from Chiapas all thg teathe border looking for work. They were
welcomed, yet they did not feel at home to go thtothe doors of the church and connect therenkthi
we need to work through those issues, praying,dLdhy kingdom come,” and ask ourselves what it
looks like to be hospitable in worship, in our poieag, in our praying, and in working out togethies
issues of our community—the issues of being redionaur relocation and participation. We are a
regional people. We thank God for all of the checin this community and the area around us. Like
Barry said, “It is not just an issue of the inngy.clt is an issue of our region where God is gogce,
helping us to network and learn to live as peopldbese congregations as we link hands for issues
such as the poor, single moms, the elderly, widand,orphans. If we are going to say, “Thy kingdom
come” and put the truth to work, then we must laggin and again James, who says, “Religion that
God our Father accepts as pure and faultlesssstthiook after orphans and widows in their distte
So, we want to have this as a calling card as &g @s leaders of churches, youth ministries, or
whatever God has you connected with in your context

| just spoke to a pastor friend yesterday who ces#d to me, saying, “I do not have a clue about the
multicultural or multiracial issues in our commuyiitlt is wonderful for us to admit that, but ther
need to ask ourselves what we need to do togaihemthands and learn to walk together. | inviteo&
us to think in terms of meeting the educationaldsesf our community missionally, which means
tutoring. The safest and easiest way for any @buse missional toward the needs of our commusity |
tutoring children. Please do not ever hire out menmistry. When the median income in one area of
the city is $60,000 and the other area is only @20, it is easy to hire out mercy ministers. Howeve
the Lord wants all of us to embrace the processubing the truth to work in our lives. Remembeatth
there are mentors available. You will export whao yoe when we think in terms of our region
becoming very intentional about learning the pregesv. The wonderful education that we receive
needs to be linked heart and soul to our hand$esstdWe need to be moved and motivated by the
theology of grace, not because it is just an ietdllal pursuit, but because it really is our hearty. We
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know that we are weak and broken. Our world ishatd Wway. Saint Louis, not from a kingdom
perspective, is a dying city. From God’s perspegthowever, it is a living community of diversityis

a wave of God, waves of people, the waves of gaademercy, and we are being asked to ride those
waves. It is outside of our abilities and streniftfe cannot do it on our own. We are weak and broken
Perhaps we have been in churches that have defsbg the divisions of our culture. We are often
times even offended or made very uncomfortable imEaodern-day prophets speak things like this.
Yet God is so committed to the Earth. John 3:16 s4&yod so loved the world’—that means the cities,
the nations, the peoples—“that He gave His SonérnlitHe gave Himself to us, and He has asked us to
pray with Him, “Thy kingdom come.” This would loalery missional for your city. These are just a few
things to talk about.

| have been asked to speak about multilingual nmnia a local church. Barry said it so well. We
wrestle with that issue. We have several peoptaimchurch who actually speak Spanish. You wiltifin
that in most churches and most congregations trerpeople who speak at least bits and pieces of so
many languages of the world. Spanish is a claS&icon that level, we have begun worshiping in
different languages at church, not as a technigaédécause these are languages of the heart. At our
church, we do some Spanish. | will use my daugddean illustration. We came back to the United
States a little over five years ago and visitedlzusban church in the county. | felt like a fisht ofi

water, because | had done all of my church worklaska and Mexico. | was totally underdresseddl di
not feel at home. Then, we were asked to standiugown, read, and sing hymns. My daughter asked,
“Daddy, is this a Roman Catholic Church?” | saidp; sweet heart, this is a wonderful Reformed
church,” but it was so culturally strange to hey daughter helps with one of the worship teams at
church. When we started doing some of our worghipganish, it was the first time | saw her lift her
hands to the Lord again in worship.

So, how do you do this? For example, we offer lagguclasses. We have called them ESL, but
“English as a Second Language” sounds enormousiguti. However, we try to connect non-English
speakers with people who do not know any otherdagg beside English. They meet over coffee, and it
is very non-threatening. Most people drink coffeeake, and people enjoy being together around the
issue of language in that kind of way. You willdias you make friends with some of the other
immigrants that they desperately want to know Estglit is wonderful to open your doors to be able t
provide coffee, fellowship, and practice in spegkinglish. This is just one little way to breakttha
barrier. Most of us feel hugely threatened wherdav@ot know someone else’s language. | love tombe i
Latin America, because | feel at home there. | kavery hard time in Turkey, where | do not
understand the local language. When | am thems, $@glad when | hear English. Put yourself on the
other side of things. One of the neat ways to dbithby learning how to worship in another languag

It breaks the ice for you. It helps your congregiaidr your network to feel more hospitable to peopl
from different cultures. Learn how to go out fofffee and discuss language issues. People who want t
learn English will hang out with you. We were teaghone of my Bosnian friends English, and she said
something | could not believe that she said to $te said, “Americans are so non-welcoming.” | said,
“What? Why are you saying that to me? | am hereamaing you!” She said, “No, Americans shy away
from me, because | do not speak English very w&hé&y are as uncomfortable as we are. We just need
to ask God for the grace to say, for example, “Csihdown and have coffee with you? | will let you
practice your English.”

| have been asked how someone is supposed to dbth#ise things when he or she is really busgt Fir
of all, I think it is important to drink deeply tiie promises of God. | assure you that this is the
inevitable movement of the Spirit of God. | alwayste Paul Simon, who was not a theologian, but he
did say, “Who am | to blow against the wind?” Gednoving in so many powerful ways today. This is
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an inevitable future. If you are not moving tow#ne end, you will find yourself defined increasiyng

by your sameness, your smallness, and your inahdlitruly love people. So, this is an inevitable
movement regardless of what people are sayingwmhoch they are resisting it. This is the movement
of God. | encourage people (pastors, elders, dsaema others) to begin to pray together, “Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as inikeéaven.” Also, if you know your church is not
going that direction, find places that are willitaggo that direction. Churches that have been very
traditional are actually opening their hearts andds and asking God’s Spirit to help them breakajut
their traditional ways. There is a huge cry forttlzead there is revitalization and freshness conmitmy

so many churches. | encourage people to pray thatand begin to wrestle with these issues operdy an
freely.

One of the issues that we talk about is how tlegads affecting younger generations. In the past,
churches have been defined ethnically (whether éiheyAnglo, African-American, Asian, etc.). There
are so many stripes and flavors today of all kioidgroups. The kids in this generation are finding
themselves increasingly uncomfortable with beinfingel ethnically or linguistically, because the
marketplace, universities, work places, and pullces are so multicultural. Because everythirspis
multicultural, our kids find it increasingly uncoortable to be defined by a church life that is mono
cultural or mono-linguistic. This wave or movemehtod is taking us there even against some of the
older generation. | even wrestle with some of thasegs, but my kids are helping to bring me along.

Not long ago, Barry and | were in a meeting withr@sbytery in the Andes. The biggest issues among
the people there was worship—whether it shoulddmemmporary or traditional. | was thinking, “How
can this be?” We need to pray, “Lord, give us YHoty Spirit. Bathe us with your grace,” because thi
is the inevitable future of wherever you go. Weth&oad'’s grace to embrace the whirlwind, because it
is God’s wind, not ours. It is God’s surge, His rament, and His promise. Obviously, there are going
to be a lot of wonderful struggles, but that is vibgd has us in presbyteries and networks. We are
learning to do these things together. So, | engruyau to take a risk, get outside of your comtorte,
and scream for mercy on the way down. God is cotachib taking us forward on these things. We
need to put the truth to work.

The question has been asked, “Can we reverse ‘Wigie?"” If we believe that the answer to
everyone’s problems is to have new homes, to fiaxghy and to pay for things, we will never be
missional. We need to very humbly and carefully @skl. In 1 Corinthians 12, it says, “For we welle al
baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether JenSmeks, slave or free.” This is why it is so
critical in any kind of movements that we do to éavcontext of both rich and poor, both Jew and
Gentile in the sense of being multiethnic and medtonomical in order to be able to wrestle opentw
these issues. The answer is not to displace pbopl® come alongside people, to humble ourselves,
and to ask those hard questions on the streettatpeople we are walking and working with.
Together, we need to depend on grace and the Hbidig. S his is a huge issue that is happening. Even
some of the people in the inner city want to géntiihey are not wrestling with these issues. | ldou
encourage you to find yourselves in fellowship, &dd not just mean in Bible study, but in fellowsh
food, and walking together with rich and poor anthwhe nations of the Earth. It is the only way we
can all have perspective. It is the only way ourrches can find themselves truly honoring the wadrk
the Spirit in the city. This requires huge amouwftstentionality.

[Professor Jennings

| should mention that Barry and Bill are helpingta seminary with an urban ministry initiative.eré
are several people here who are seeking to “ridevéve” within the seminary community. We are
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trying to see how it is that God would help us éonore intentional about involvement in urban
ministry. It has been something that the seminatrdifferent points during its history, has triedde
intentional about, but it has fallen away for vasaeasons. However, the hope and intent at this is
to see something happen that is more lastingjgtsagnificant, and that plugs into what is happgnin
Saint Louis and other places so that all of us barelearn, grow, and be challenged by all that Sod
doing in urban settings. So, be involved with timaistry as you are able.
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