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NOTE TO STUDENTS: References in the tape may not correspond to the organization here, but all 
information is the same. 

 
 

COURSE INFORMATION 
PT330 CHRISTIAN WORSHIP 
 

I. Course Description 
A Study of Worship as central to the life of all believers.  Professor Barrs explains the nature 
of true worship, various aspects of both private and public worship, and the forms that 
worship would take within the context of the local church. 
 

II. Objectives 
This course is designed to teach the student how to worship the Lord as He 
commands and to lead the people of God in worship.  Specifically, the course will 
explore the following areas: 

 
- foundational principles of the true worship of God as set forth in Scripture. 
- the manner in which God's people have worshipped Him as His revelation of 

Himself unfolded through history. 
- fitting personal worship of the Lord. 
- proper leadership of worship. 
- ways to help God's people to worship Him as He desires. 
 

III. Methods 
·  23 video lectures 
·  Assigned reading 
·  Written papers 

For MATS students: 
o Evaluation of three worship services 

For MDiv students: 
o Transcript of a full worship service 
o Memorization of scripture benedictions (appended to the end of this 

introduction) 
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IV. Texts 

These books can be purchased from most Christian 
booksellers, or you can order them online from the 
Covenant Seminary Bookstore by visiting 
www.covenantseminary.edu or by calling the bookstore 
toll-free at 877-213-3353. 
·  Worship in Spirit and Truth, John Frame, $10.99 
·  Let us Sing, Lawrence Roff, $7.99 
·  Engaging with God, David Peterson, $21.99 
 

V. Course Requirements and Grading 
Assignments must be given to the mentor before the class commences on the date the 
papers are due.  Tardiness in submitting papers will be noted and reflected in the final 
grade. 

 
·  Course Par ticipation:  (10% of Final Grade) 

 
·  Three one-page book repor ts: These repor ts should be interactive with the 

books rather  than a summary of their  contents.  (How has each book 
challenged and informed you?)   (10% of Final Grade—3.3% each) 

 
 Worship in Spirit and Truth paper   due at beginning of Lesson 7 
 Engaging With God paper    due at beginning of Lesson 14 
 Let Us Sing paper     due at beginning of Lesson 21 
 

·  One 4 page “ Hymn Paper” : This paper will be about a contemporary hymn (one 
with words and music composed after 1970).  Your paper should explain why the 
hymn is appropriate for congregational singing in a Sunday morning worship 
service.  In a brief paragraph at the beginning, identify the hymn's author (and 
composer), and if possible, the circumstances under which it was written.   (15% of 
Final Grade) 

 
 
 

·   
 

Cr iter ia for  grading of the hymn paper 
 

a) Form and Style      10% 
Paper addresses the following issues: 

b)  Is the Hymn God-centered declaring God's worth? 15% 
c) Is the Hymn Biblically accurate?   15% 
d) Is the hymn well written?    15% 

- pattern and rhythm 
- poetic, clearly expressed 

e) Are the words unified with the music?   15% 
f) Is the music fit for congregational singing?  15% 
g) Does this Hymn edify God's people?   15% 

- Addresses heart, mind, will 
 

Due at the beginning of Lesson 19. 
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·  Master  of Ar ts and Graduate Cer tificate students only: Critique three worship 
services.  Comment on the various elements of the service, the flow of the service, 
the rubrics in the service, the appropriateness and variety of the music and 
hymnody of the service.  Comment also on whether the services incorporated the 
basic principles of worship discussed in the class.  (30% of Final Grade) 

 
 Due at the beginning of Lesson 23. 
 

·  Master  of Divinity students only: One complete (7-8 pages plus copies of hymns, 
solos, choral music, liturgies, etc.) worship service.  This service should be one that 
could be used for Sunday morning worship (about 1 hour long).  You must include 
every word to be said, from your Greeting and Call to Worship to the Benediction.  
This means all rubrics (words linking one part of the service to the next; words 
introducing hymns, readings and prayers), prayers, readings, a brief summary or 
outline of the sermon (statement of topic and main points covered) - all that you, or 
anyone else, will say as you lead God's people in worship.   (30% of Final Grade) 

 
·  Memory work  (M.Div. only): See "Benedictions and Calls to Worship" sheet 

appended to the end of this introduction and included throughout the study guide at 
the beginning of each lecture (evaluated on final exam). 

 
 Due at the beginning of Lesson 23. 
 

·  Final exam on class lectures: (for Master of Divinity students only, the exam will 
include memorization of the call to worship and benediction Scripture passages).  
(35% of Final Grade) 

 
VI. Study Guide Readings 

Some readings for the Christian Worship class have been incorporated into 
this study guide. 
 
Please be aware of the fact that the pagination Professor Barrs uses in the lectures 
will differ slightly to the pagination in this study guide due to the editing and 
expanding it has undergone.  This should be of little consequence as this study 
guide follows the flow of the lectures quite consistently.   
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VII. Grading Scale 

A = 100-95 A- = 94-92 B+ = 91-89 B = 88-85 
B- = 84-81 C+ = 80-79 C = 78-76 C- = 75-74 
 

VIII. Class Schedule and Fixes Assignments1 
 

LESSON TITLE/TOPIC PAGE 
Introduction Course Information 

Benedictions & Calls to Worship 
2 

Lesson 1 Setting the Scene for Worship (Part 1) 9 
Lesson 2 Setting the Scene for Worship (Part 2) 14 
Lesson 3 Principles Which Govern Worship (Part 1) 17 
Lesson 4 Principles Which Govern Worship (Part 2) 20 
Lesson 5 Principles Which Govern Worship (Part 3) 23 
Lesson 6 Principles Which Govern Worship (Part 4) 26 
Lesson 7 Conclusions About Worship (Part 1) 30 
Lesson 8 Principles which Govern Worship (Part 5) 33 
Lesson 9 Principles which Govern Worship (Part 6) 37 
Lesson 10 Introduction to Hymnody 40 
Lesson 11 Hymnody (Part 1) 43 
Lesson 12 Hymnody (Part 2) 49 
Lesson 13 Hymnody (Part 3) 53 
Lesson 14 Hymnody (Part 4) 60 
Lesson 15 Structuring a Worship Service (Part 1) 63 
Lesson 16 Structuring a Worship Service (Part 2) 66 
Lesson 17 Elements of a Worship Service 70 
Lesson 18 Common Errors in Leading Worship 73 
Lesson 19 Study of Worship: Eden, Cain and Abel, Noah 76 
Lesson 20 Study of Worship: Abraham and Passover 80 
Lesson 21 Development of Passover in the New Testament 85 
Lesson 22 Worship in the Tabernacle and the Temple 89 
Lesson 23 Worship in the Synagogue and the New Testament 

Church 
95 

Appendix The Regulative Principle 101 
 

                                                 
1 Page numbers correspond to the digital format (Adobe Acrobat) of the Christian Worship study guide.  
Readers of the printed version should use the lecture number as a guide for locating information. 
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IX. About the Professor 

Jerram Barrs. Associate Professor  of Chr istian Studies 
and Contemporary Culture; Director  of the Francis 
Schaeffer  Institute.  B.A., University of Manchester , 
England; M.Div., Covenant Theological Seminary. 
 
Professor Barrs joined the Covenant Seminary faculty in 
1989, having served for 16 years as Director for the L'Abri 
Fellowship in Greatham, England. During that time, he was 
also pastor of the International Presbyterian Church in 
Hampshire, which grew from two families to 250 people. 
Professor Barrs' long and close association with Dr. Francis 
Schaeffer now holds special importance for the Seminary as 
he serves as Director of the Francis Schaeffer Institute.  
 
Professor Barrs' seminary courses include Apologetics, 
Outreach to Contemporary Culture, Christian Responsibility 
in Society, Mission Principles, Pastoral Theology, Worship, 
Contemporary Mission Challenges, Francis A. Schaeffer: 
The Early Years, Francis A. Schaeffer: The Later Years, 

Great Christian Poets, Shakespeare, Twentieth Century Apologists, Common Objections to the 
Christian Faith, and Philosophy Seminar: Epistemology.  
 
Professor Barrs' books include Being Human, Shepherds and Sheep, Who are the Peacemakers?, 
The Great Rescue, Why Be a Christian?, The Christian’s Responsibility in Society, and, The 
Heart of Evangelism. He is currently preparing two new books, “Women of the Word”  and a 
book on Francis Schaeffer.  
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Christian Worship Introduction – Appendix 

BENEDICTIONS AND CALLS TO WORSHIP (NIV) 
 

BENEDICTIONS 
1. Numbers 6:24-26 

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD make his face shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the LORD turn his face toward you and give you peace."' 
 

2. Hebrews 13:20-21 
ay the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with 
everything good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, 
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

3. Ephesians 3:20-21 
Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us,  to him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

 

4. 2 Cor inthians 13:14 
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

5. Revelation 1:5b-6 
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood,  and has made us to 
be a kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father-- to him be glory and power for 
ever and ever! Amen. 
 

6. 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 
May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 
whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it. 

 

7. 2 Thessalonians 3:16 
Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The 
Lord be with all of you. 

 

8. 1 Peter  5:10-11 
And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have 
suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you strong, firm and 
steadfast.  To him be the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

9. Jude 24-25 
To him who is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his glorious 
presence without fault and with great joy -- to the only God our Savior be glory, 
majesty, power and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now 
and forevermore! Amen. 
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CALLS TO WORSHIP 
1. Psalm 47:1-2 

Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy. 
How awesome is the LORD Most High, the great King over all the earth! 

 

2. Psalm 81:1-2 
Sing for joy to God our strength; shout aloud to the God of Jacob! 
Begin the music, strike the tambourine, play the melodious harp and lyre. 

 

3. Psalm 117 
Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples. 
For great is his love toward us, and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
Praise the LORD. 

 

4. Psalm 95:1-5 
Come, let us sing for joy to the LORD; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation. 
Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music and song. 
For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all gods. 
In his hand are the depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. 
The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land. 

 

5. Psalm 100 
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
Worship the LORD with gladness; come before him with joyful songs. 
Know that the LORD is God. 
It is he who made us, and we are his; 
we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and 
praise his name. 
For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithfulness continues 
through all generations. 

 
 


