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WORLDWIDE

CLASSROOM

THE STORY OF EHUD
JUDGES 3:12-30

I. The “big picture” background

II. An unpromising beginning... (v. 12)

Definition

Idolatry: giving allegiance to that which the surrounding culture worships for
ultimate well-being in life instead of giving allegiance to the Lord and trusting
him for ultimate well-being.

III. The Lord’s response to their sin (vv. 13—14)

3 Our God is in heaven;
he does whatever pleases him.

* But their idols are silver and gold,
made by the hands of men.

5T hey have mouths, but cannot speak,
eyes, but they cannot see;

6 they have ears, but cannot hear,
noses, but they cannot smell;

7 they have hands, but cannot feel,
feet, but they cannot walk;
nor can they utter a sound with their throats.

8 Those who make them will be like them,
and so will all who trust in them.

— Psalm 115:3-8 (NIV)
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IV. The Lord’s response to their cry for help (v. 15)

8«“How can I give you up, O Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, O Israel?

How can I make you like Admah?
How can I treat you like Zeboiim?

My heart recoils within me;
my compassion grows warm and tender.”

— Hosea 11:8 (ESV)

V. Ehud is introduced and “prepares” to meet the king (vv. 15-16)

VI. Ehud brings the “tribute” to “Eglon” (v. 17)

VII. Ehud delivers a secret “word” to the king (vv. 18-23)

VIII. The servants of the king get a surprise (vv. 24-25)

IX. Ehud completes his escape and rallies the troops (vv. 26-29)

X. The land has rest (v. 30)
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XI. So how does it apply today?

2 And the people of Israel again did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, and the LORD
strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done what was evil
in the sight of the LORD. "> He gathered to himself the Ammonites and the Amalekites, and
went and defeated Israel. And they took possession of the city of palms. '*And the people of
Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years.

B Then the people of Israel cried out to the LORD, and the LORD raised up for them
a deliverer, Ehud, the son of Gera, the Benjaminite, a left-handed man. The people of
Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of Moab. "°And Ehud made for himself a sword
with two edges, a cubit in length, and he bound it on his right thigh under his clothes.

17 And he presented the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man.

I8 And when Ehud had finished presenting the tribute, he sent away the people who carried
the tribute. ”’But he himself turned back at the idols near Gilgal and said, “I have a secret
message for you, O king.” And he commanded, “Silence.” And all his attendants went out
from his presence.

2Y4And Ehud came to him as he was sitting alone in his cool roof chamber. And
Ehud said, “I have a message from God for you.” And he arose from his seat. *' And
Ehud reached with his left hand, took the sword from his right thigh, and thrust it into his
belly. “’And the hilt also went in after the blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he
did not pull the sword out of his belly; and the dung came out. > Then Ehud went out into
the porch and closed the doors of the roof chamber behind him and locked them.

**When he had gone, the servants came, and when they saw that the doors of the
roof chamber were locked, they thought, “Surely he is relieving himself in the closet of the
cool chamber.” ’ And they waited till they were embarrassed. But when he still did not
open the doors of the roof chamber, they took the key and opened them, and there lay their
lord dead on the floor.

PEhud escaped while they delayed, and he passed beyond the idols and escaped to
Seirah. >’ When he arrived, he sounded the trumpet in the hill country of Ephraim. Then the
people of Israel went down with him from the hill country, and he was their leader. **And
he said to them, “Follow after me, for the LORD has given your enemies the Moabites into
your hand.” So they went down after him and seized the fords of the Jordan against the
Moabites and did not allow anyone to pass over. *>And they killed at that time about
10,000 of the Moabites, all strong, able-bodied men, not a man escaped.

30 So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the land had rest

for eighty years.
—Judges 3:12-30 (ESV)
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