Apologetics & Outreach LessoiRagel

Course Introduction

Welcome toAccess. | am Covenant Seminary’s president, Bryan ChapellCovenant exists to train
servants of the triune God to walk with God, to inerpret and communicate God’s Word, and to
lead God’s people. We praise God that you have bewve a part of the seminary student body, and
we pray that He will use yourAccess studies to encourage, equip, and edify you. At Cenant
Seminary we believe you have a call on your life.h&t call might be to serve as a church elder,
manage a small business, lead a community Bible sty or raise a five-year-old. Whatever your
calling may be, we want to help you recognize it agour God-ordained role and equip you to fulfill
it. We are all part of God’s plan and redemption faund in Ephesians 1:10 where Paul says that it
is God’s intention “to bring all things in heaven and on earth together under one head, even
Christ.” Thus, we are all called not only to shareour faith but also to bring God’s Word to bear
on every aspect of life and every field of endeavoAs Abraham Kuyper once said, “There is no
square inch of this world that Jesus Christ does nasay, ‘This is mine, mine.” And as students
such as you grow in grace, the light of your faiteflects in your family, community, and church.
And as you serve Him, God will use you in changingour community and transforming this

world. We pray that through Access you will gain skill not only in understanding andinterpreting
God’s Word but also in communicating that scripturd truth to others. But above all, we consider
your education to be incomplete unless it draws yocdloser to the heart of Jesus Christ. You have a
call on your life. As you seek to fulfill God’s ungue purpose for you, may He bless your studies,
transform your heart, and root you in grace for a Ifetime of service.

| spent my first 20 years in the ministry workimgli’Abri, the ministry that Francis and Edith Scfiee
founded. The context of L'Abri is that there arequestions off limits. If Christianity is indeedeth
truth, which of course it is, then we should happielcome any kind of question or objection or doub
or anxiety. God never rebukes people for askingtjes or for challenging Him in His word. He is
much more likely to rebuke you if you have simpiistnswers, like Job’s comforters or the Phariskes,
the problem of evil and suffering. And it is thehavinsist everything works out nicely in this lifigno

are rebuked. Job doubts that as he looks at winaipisening to him. So Scripture does not rebukerus
asking questions and raising objections. The Saeptells us that those who teach will be judgeith wi
greater strictness. | hope you have all reflectethat as you start your career at seminary. Baing
teacher of God’'s Word is a serious business nbetondertaken lightly, because God is going towsll
to account. We will be judged with greater stristh@hen we presume to teach God’s Word because
people listen to what we say and go out and livéherbasis of it. So, we need to make sure tharee
being faithful to God’s Word. | really encourageuyio ask your questions for that reason.

| also want you to be prepared to learn, whetheremtirely agree with the contents of each of the
books listed for the course or not. | have no daldt you will have questions about some thingg.I1Bu
want you to learn to read, listen, and watch sbytba are being challenged yourself. One alwaysibug
to listen that way. John Calvin was passionateipmitted to education. He started a school system in
Geneva back in the early part of the 1500s, andgrbee the rules for the schoolteachers. One of the
rules was a fascinating one that I will come baclater in the course. The teachers were to haaie th
students read the Greek and Roman pagan writed<Calvin put this in his directions for the teacher
“The teachers are not to criticize these writersarsa rather to help their students see what thay c
learn from them, even though they are not belieV&alvin himself said elsewhere that it is a
blasphemy against the Holy Spirit to deny that pagaters like Plato had many helpful things to say
which can teach us as believers. Calvin says thatrengly because he so passionately believedat w
we might call the common grace of God—that God&igus to the whole human race, not just to
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Christians, not just to believers. Just as He séhsisun to reign (to shine and to fall) on the pusd the
unjust, on believer and unbeliever, so also Godghis gifts to all people. It can be gifts of deasons
or of food or, as Paul says to the pagans in AgtsHe joy they experience in their hearts evesyafa
their lives, or even wisdom. In the book of Prowewe are told in chapter 8 that God’s wisdom speaks
to the whole human race, and by this wisdom alj&ireign and all nobles rule on earth and make laws
that are just. That is why wherever you go on e fof this world you will find societies with jusivs
(not all of their laws of course, but many of themo} only where Christians have impacted the sgciet
but everywhere because of the common grace of GddHes compassion and care for all that He has
made. And Scripture teaches us that very strongiat-&od has compassion on all He has made.

So be prepared to learn from whatever you readadradever you watch. | want to challenge you to
recognize that whenever we try to look at any aspilsuman culture we need to be affirmative. We
need to ask first, “Where does this reflect thegmaf God? Where do we see things here that teach u
as believers?” We must learn to not simply havenatant, negative response to the culture in wiieh
live. Human beings always manifest the image of &mhsequently, there will always be aspects of
wisdom from which we can learn in any culturalfaxt simply because it is produced by a human being
who was made in the image of God and who is cotigteeteiving God’s good gifts every day of his or
her life. So, learn to read in order to find outatvilou can learn and where you can be challenged; d
not simply critique. Of course you have to exerciseernment. That is another issue on which
Scripture challenges us—to test all things andold Fast to that which is good.

Now, if you have grown up in a Christian family ainca Christian church, some of you may have been
taught that it is inappropriate for you to devetdpse relationships with unbelievers. | am suredlaze
members of this class who have been taught that. i$tone of the problems we are going to lookat i
depth during the course of this semester becauseadt biblical—let me just say that here. | will
support that claim later, but I will just point dubw Jesus is a friend of sinners. We are toldithtdte
Gospels, and He is our model in everything to ditnwghteousness. Jesus is a friend of sinners. And
we are told in the Gospels that sinners welcomeslgisdly. They liked being with Him. We sometimes
make the mistake of thinking that if a person ghteous or genuinely holy that unbelievers wouldene
want to be around them. That is not true with Jelswgas the holy people who criticized Jesus add d
not like being around Him because He made themmfartable. Sinners, prostitutes, tax collectors—
people in all sorts of disarrayed lifestyles andahdisobedience—were delighted to be with Jesus
because of the warm, gracious, and loving way iiclwvke related to them.

So, let me just say here that if you have beenhiatingt it is inappropriate to have friendships aluse
relationships with unbelievers, that was wrong.tMaas wrong and you need to repent of it. And you
need to start praying right now that God will hgtu develop some close relationships. | will use an
extreme example. Three or four years ago whenttitests in this class came to me and said, “I canno
possibly be friends with an unbeliever.” | askedywlctually | have had quite a few people say tbat
me. Now for many of you | am sure you already hemmebody in mind as soon as | start talking about
friendships with non-Christians, but for some ofiythis will be a big challenge especially if yowbha
been taught to keep yourself separate from unkeresompletely. But this one person came to me and
said, “I cannot possibly do this” and | said, “Welist tell me a little bit about your life. Whedel you

go to college?” The person said that they had gomeregular secular university. | said, “Well dyre
during four years you must have at least talkesbtoebody and gotten to know somebody there who
was not a believer.” And the person replied, “Nwals taught by my church that that was wrong, so |
went to class every day and | never spoke to anfamfeur years. | would just go to class and liste

the professor and then go home. And | made naoakttips at all with anyone.” Now that is tragic.
That is tragic, and it is profoundly unbiblical.Gfod treated us that way there would be no Chnistia
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this room today at all. But He has not treatechas way. That is the very nature of the Gospel—theat
Son of God became incarnate in this world becawsmo¥ed us and desired to save us and serve us,
even at the cost of His own life. So this is sonmgihthat is at the very heart of the Gospel. has
something on the periphery of Christianity. Thigssvery heart—that we are called to love andserv
those who are sinners because that is the Gospélwv&nt to challenge you, if you have been taught,
if it has been your practice or your convictionttpau should not get to know non-Christians, | wiant
challenge you to start praying right now.

The most important thing in this course (and onthefthings that | passionately desire to teach) you
that from now on, for the rest of your life, whagekind of ministry God calls you to, that you wik
committed to spending time with unbelievers asgaliag part of your life—as a priority. When | came
to teach here at Covenant 12 years ago, | hadibeelved all my life in a ministry that is reachiogit
to people who are unbelievers as well as servings@@dns. One of the things | said to the Lord ws,
am not going to come to this seminary and teaclogptics and evangelism. | did not want to become
buried in the context of only fellow believers, whiis very easy to do working at the seminary. Of
course, there is nothing wrong with being surroaniole fellow believers. It is a wonderful privilege
be in this situation. That is not a criticism oistibontext at all, but | am not prepared to teach
apologetics and evangelism unless | am involveddse relationships with unbelievers. It would be
completely lacking in integrity for me to say whditave said in the last 15 minutes and then to only
have friends who are believers. | have many friemdg are not Christians who | happily spend time
with on a regular basis. This is something | ansjmamtely committed to. My prayer for all of you is
that if you are not comfortable with non-Christiartawv, that by the end of this course you will badA
that you will be committed for the rest of youeli&nd in all of your ministry to setting an examiale
your fellow believers (whether you are a pastaa church or whatever it is you are doing) of deiigin
to be with unbelievers and unbelievers delightmbe with you. It is very difficult to teach about
evangelism if you do not like being with non-Chaasts. It really is my prayer at a very deep lebeltt
you will see this as a priority for your lives fraims course on if it is not already something Y@ are
going to be passionately committed to.

My prayer and longing for you (and this should beryprayer for yourselves) is that you become
committed to reaching out to unbelievers becausetlymk it is right to get to know people and tedo
people and to seek to understand those who ai€hradtians. Now this is the nature of the Gospel
itself—that Christ became incarnate at a particalament in history among a particular group of
people whose ideas and customs He adopted wheravére pleasing to God. And He did not do it as
some kind of technique. He did it because He lay@drou cannot turn respect for unbelievers into a
technique. You know, | am going to respect unbelis\so that | might win them, just like | am going
give them a bowl of soup that | might win them. Ygiue people soup because they are hungry and
because, as a Christian, you care for them andrbeds, whether or not they ever become Christians
or ever listen to what you say. | hope that wathatking will stay with you for your whole life bacse
you have become persuaded from God’s Word thatdathsl us to do good to all people, that He calls
us to be in the world. That was Jesus’ prayer emtght before He died in John 17. He said, “Father
pray that just as You sent Me into the world thatytwill be in the world.” He did not say, “of the
world,” in the sense of copying its sinful patteamsl false beliefs, but “in it.” That is Jesus’ ygafor

all of us. He prays today for you to be in the wpdnd that is my prayer for you as well—that yalh w
understand that that is really what this is ablus. a matter of deep obedience to the Gospdf.il§e
you feel called by God (and you are a part of tisrse because you feel that in some way) to the
ministry of His work, then at the very heart oftthaust be a commitment to love the world, to love
unbelievers. Now, all of you who have members afryiamily who you already love will have no
problem at all understanding this. You long fomthi® become Christians. That is not inappropri@te.
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course that is right. But why do you long for thembecome Christians? It is because you love them,
because you care for them so deeply that the thaighem facing the judgment of God distresses you
severely, and it should. That is one reason whyesohus keep ourselves apart from close relatigsshi
with non-Christians. It is too painful to start icey for people so deeply and then fearing they faitle

the judgment of God. We prefer to keep ourselvetadt so we do not have to deal with that pain.IWel
get used to it. If God has called you to the migijdtle wants you to care enough for people soybat
really hurt, so that you would be prepared to dietiem. That is what Paul says about his fellowsJe

in Romans 9. They are really wonderful words wherséys, “Though | speak the truth in Christ—I am
not lying, my conscience bears witness to thi©ieHkoly Spirit—I care so deeply for my fellow
Israelites, according to the flesh, that | couldlwmyself accursed for their sake.” That is whatl Pa
says about his fellow Jews because he loves thateegaly. He longs to see them come to know Christ
because he is distressed by the prospect of tidgment. So the motivation for reaching out must be
one of love. Throughout seminary you are goingdadught things that are going to change your life.
We are not here just to read some books and pass academic assignments so you can go out and fill
a job somewhere. You are here at seminary so thatlives can be changed—so that you can be
changed—and so that you become people who lorgathrout to people with the Gospel because you
are being transformed by the love of Christ yoursel
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