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Postmodernism & Missions

Heavenly Father, we thank You for this day. We khou that You come to us with Your commitment
and with Your love to call us to Yourself, to buiklup in our faith, and to enable us to walk iruiYo
ways. And Father, we pray with David that You Widlp us to be those who are humble, because You
delight to instruct the humble in Your ways ancdirthe humble in Your paths. So Lord, humble us
before You today, and teach us in Your Word. Wg fmalJesus’ sake. Amen.

In our last session we were talking about the weangelism takes time, and | looked at the example o
the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch recordedi$an Acts 8. And what we observed there were
several things. First, this was the work of Godnauiily rather than Philip, though he certainly lzad
part to play in it. And second, whenever anyone &®to faith there is a history behind that. And |
urged you that when God has called you to minidiyis going to prosper and bless your ministry. So
when you have the privilege of seeing people canfaith or of leading people to faith, it is impant

for you to say, “Tell me what God has been doingaar life. Why are you paying attention to what |
have said to you today? How did you come to resporthis sermon?” Because you know that it was
not that you preached the best sermon in the vavrldere the best evangelist that this person haeco
to faith. You know that God has been at work indrier life, and you want to know what God has
been doing. So it is very helpful to ask that guestand you will find it very instructive when yalo,
because you will discover that God has been at woitke person’s life, often for many years in all
sorts of ways. It is an important question to askduse it helps us to see what part God has tdrplay
the conversion of someone and what part we hap&&to And our part is often a very small one, and i
is appropriate to recognize that so that we giveoh@and glory where honor and glory are due. Arad th
is to the Lord Himself.

Now, in speaking about that, | want to turn on to ext point. Some of you may wonder that we are
not getting very far in one sense. We are stilpnie sense, on our first section of postmodernésm,

we are progressing rapidly through these sessidresreason for that is that | am constantly addieny
things into what | want to say, which | hope is/tar benefit because it means that you do notgest

to hear the same thing year after year, if you iettaeke this class over and over again. My ousline
which start out being brief outlines, end up extegdo all sorts of things and that is why we apgea
be going slowly. Hopefully we actually are not.ave been adding a lot more in as we go along. But
now we come to our next point. The emphasis oNe& Testament is on sowing and on personal
relationships when it teaches us about the tagikafgelism. Much of what we usually teach when we
teach about evangelism is how to reap, that is, taoead somebody to explicit faith in Jesus Christ
And of course it is important and helpful to knoamhto do that, so again please do not take thés as
criticism of particular methods of evangelism sliniot intended to be. We need to know how to reap,
how to help people to see those fundamental thimagjst is necessary for them to believe and redpon
to in order to come to saving faith in Jesus ChBst, when you read the New Testament epistley, th
do not teach us how to reap, actually. Most of whay say about evangelism is about our lives,vead
have noted some of those passages already. Ired 2#1-12, Peter urges us to live such good lives
among the pagans that they will glorify God on diag He visits us. And 1 Peter 3:15 does speak about
what to say, but it does not so much teach us lbawap. The context of Peter’'s words in 1 Peteb &1
of you being criticized unjustly for your life. And that context, Peter urges us to be always be
prepared to give an account, to give an answegfende of what we believe, to anyone who asksaus th
reason for the hope that we have. And again, tirg gothat the person has observed that therdapa
in your life and that there is something about tfmat is different, and they are saying, “What ts\What
is the reason for this hope in your life?” And themu give an account of your faith and of why you
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believe. See, even there, where it is one of thst mxplicit passages about verbal evangelism in the
letters in the New Testament, it is calling youelh the person why you are a Christian, not topym
summarize what the central points of Christianity that the person needs to respond to, but why you
are a Christian. Colossians 4:6 is very similaylRages us to make the most of every opportuniy w
have to share the Gospel, and he speaks there @lmowhole way of life and the way we speak. “Let
your conversation always be gracious, seasonedsaithso that you may know how to answer
everyone.” And again the focus is on answering wtheropportunity arises in a conversation with
someone. Or in Titus 2:11-12, he urges peopleemibrkplace to work in such a way that they may
make the teaching about God our Savior attractive.

Now, my point in saying this is not that it is wgpto learn how to reap and not that it is wrongeek

to have conversations with people about the Go3peilt is not my point at all. But my point is this:

the New Testament we see most opportunities fdrat@vangelism arising out of personal contact with
unbelievers. They arise out of relationships atuhsions in which we are living before people im ou
places of work, in our neighborhoods, in our faesjiand in our communities. And as we get to know
people, as they get to see our lives, we are ugpday that God will open doors for us and willgus
opportunities to share the faith that we have, beegeople see that there is something differesitab
us. But a lot of what the New Testament teachas about sowing rather than reaping. You remember
the two examples we have looked at in the Gospb&evlesus talks to the expert in the law who came
to Him with the explicit question, “What must | ttminherit eternal life?” And the rich young leadér

the synagogue came to Him with the same questskm@ “Good teacher, what must | do to inherit
eternal life?” Now the one was sincere and therotles not. But with both of them, Jesus is sowing
rather than reaping. He is taking them where thieyaad seeking to move them further along the path,
to sow a seed of God’s truth in their heart andudure it there, rather than immediately bringihg
person to faith in Himself. You remember | pointed that with neither of them does Jesus share the
Gospel, because they were not ready for it yety Hotually both needed to hear the law, to undedsta
that they were sinners before God, before they weady to hear the Gospel. So Jesus was sowing. And
of course, the New Testament itself uses this lagguln John 4 after His encounter with the Sarmarit
woman, one of the things that Jesus says to tlogtis as they see the Samaritans coming across the
field toward them, and they wore white clothespines this image of sowing and reaping. He says,
“Others have sowed and you are going to reap theeba even now the fields are white with the
harvest.” Well, these people are coming becausehat Jesus has sown and reaped in the life of the
Samaritan woman, and then what she sows in theggeilvhen she goes back. And then the people come
to meet Jesus, and Jesus and the disciples argaiog/to have the opportunity to reap a harvest ove
the next few days in this village, but after sorawisig has already taken place. Now, of course, the
New Testament, as | said, uses this language.

And if you turn to 1 Corinthians 3, Paul talks absowing, watering, planting, and making thingsvgro
He uses the image of giving growth there rathen tieaping. And in the context, he is speaking about
the way the Corinthian church had divided into g®iollowing the various different teachers—Peter,
Paul, Apollos, and so on. And then Paul, in respantb this problem, asks in verse 5, “What aflersa
Apollos and what is Paul?” What is our place irstiiat you should say that you are a disciple of Pa
or you are disciple of Apollos; what is our pladei® a very important question. Earlier in 1 Caohians
1, and this is going to be a challenge to somebafwho are already pastors, Paul addresses thehédct
he did not baptize many of them, even though heresisonsible under God'’s providence for leading
many of them to faith. And one of the temptatiomsd pastor is that whenever we see somebody
coming to faith, we want to baptize them, kind sfaaseal of the fruitfulness of our ministry. BatuP
says very carefully, “I did not baptize many of yoand then he gives a list of just a couple offgede
baptized, and he tells us the reason why he didH®tid not want them to follow him or to thinkath
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they owed their salvation to him, but to recogritza they owe their salvation to Christ and to God.
These are very challenging words, because it is @asy to develop a kind of sense of ownership of
people, especially where God has used you to help tome to faith. But Paul consciously worked
against that in not letting people look at him thaly, because he knew the weakness of his own. heart
He did not want to think that way about himselfddr@ did not want other people to think that way
about him. So he asks the question, “What, aftersahpollos, and what is Paul? Only servantsyonl
servants through whom you came to believe.” Thatdsed true. “But as the Lord has assigned to each
his task,”—God gives us different tasks in this kvof evangelism, of communicating the Gospel—*I
planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God mige®w. So neither he who plants nor he who waters
is anything, but only God who makes things growidAnotice how strongly Paul puts that. He is not
saying that he and Apollos are literally nothing ild saying, in comparison with what God does, ke a
nothing, because He is the one who gives life.dtbeé one who makes His Word grow. We may sow it,
plant it, tend it, and water it, but God is the evieo gives life. “So neither he who plants nor Heow
waters is anything, but only God who makes thingsvg The man who plants and the man who waters
have one purpose,” and then he says, of courgeythare not nothing. We indeed have a responsible
task, “and each one will be rewarded accordinggamtvn labor.” What we do does matter. Paul is not
saying that his task of sowing or watering is meglass, but it is genuinely significant; it is so
significant that God is going to reward him. Danadks about those who turn many to righteousness
shining like stars in the kingdom of God. The Senip does not hesitate to speak that way, and the
apostle Paul himself, speaking about himself, saigs “What is my crown of joy or of boasting oreth
day of the Lord Jesus? Is it not you, for you ayeghory and joy?” God, when we stand before Him, in
His kindness, in His mercy, even though we areingtin comparison to what He does in saving
people, is going to reward us. Paul says that. #nbe knows that when he stands before the Lodd, an
the Philippian believers are going to be there,yrarwhom came to faith partly through his ministry
they are going to be his crown of joy or of boagtiHe is going to see the fruit of his labors when
stands before the Lord, and that is going to b@aderful reward. So he is not saying what we do is
insignificant. God takes it seriously. He, in Hiwé and wonderful kindness, will reward it. “For aee
God's fellow workers.” That is a responsible tasie; are God’s fellow workers. God has given us the
privilege of calling us to be His fellow workersodf are God'’s field, God’s building. God is the one
who owns the whole thing. This is His field, and ¢iees life to the plants that are growing in ihigis
His building, and He is the one who builds the d¢had and who designed it, and He calls us to be
laborers along with Him in the task. So we neelaee a broader view of evangelism. First, we must
see the great part that God plays, which is so mgueater than our part, and then we must think abou
what it means for us to learn to sow and waterratgust simply reap. So we have a wider
understanding.

Now, what | want us to do here is to think aboutliGa@ommitment to the work of salvation, and | want
to look at some examples of how God actually sagesiow He saves people. Let me approach it this
way. One of the questions that unbelievers, but many Christians, often ask is this one: What abou
people who have not heard the Gospel? And wherskwswch a question (and | am sure most of you
have asked that question at some point, or queslhiomit), what is behind that question is thishy

are more people not Christians, where is God, wghide doing, why are so many people judged, why
does He not get the Gospel out, is He truly a Gddwe, and is He fair and just in His judgmentiNo
when we ask such questions, whether we recognarenibt, we are giving the impression that we care
more about people’s salvation than God does. Bihie impression that we are giving. And sometimes
maybe, if you are going to be honest with your dweart, you have even thought that way when you
think about people around the world. We give thpression sometimes that we would do anything to
make sure lost people are saved, whereas God,inke it perhaps too laid back about the whole
problem and the destiny of unbelievers. And so whant us to think about is really the question of
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whether God is truly reluctant to save people. €@ually, who is it who is really reluctant to be
involved in the task of evangelism? Now, if youdstuhe history of missions, one of the things tai
will discover very quickly is that the church hadually always been exceedingly reluctant to go out
and proclaim the Gospel. | do not have time to gime a history of missions right here, but you can
look at all sorts of examples throughout the histafrthe past 2,000 years, or longer than thate®
how reluctant people are. Just think of the stdrjomah. There is a reluctant missionary. God sends
him to Nineveh; Jonah refuses to go. In fact, hesgo the other direction. He is so desperatelyoarsx
that the Ninevites might not be saved that he doésvant to go even when God commands him to.
And when he gets there and proclaims God’s truththa people come to repentance, he is very
disappointed. In fact, he is thoroughly miserabsgjing, “I want to die.” Think of that as an evaligje
whose work has been successful and he says, “Iwal.” This is because he does not want God to
save people. Now, Jonah is an extreme examplé viootider really how different we are. Remember
the example of Jane Fonda? How many of you prayediane Fonda’s conversion—genuinely,
sincerely, and eagerly? Is that how you resporntidse who are the enemies of the Church, of the
Gospel, and of Christ? | wonder how many peoplggudor the conversion of Saul. The church is
reluctant, very reluctant.

There are lots of examples from the early centwidbhe Gospel spreading to great areas of thedyorl
not because somebody went there intentionallybboause they got taken there as a captive, asg sla
or as a prisoner of war. That is how the Gospeltweindia. There is a legend about it, which was
thought to be entirely legendary until a few yesge when people started discovering all sorts of
historical inscriptions where some of the detaflthose legends turn out to be historical fact. Bt
legend goes like this. Christ appeared to the &pdstomas in a vision or a dream and commanded him
to go to India, and he said no, just like Jonalild'inot want to go there. It is too far away.” Asahe

got captured, sent there as a slave, and eventuaiymartyred there, put to death by Hindu Brahmans
But while he was there the king of the part of bawgst India he was in was converted, and the king’s
name was Gundaphorus. And other Hindus were catjeido, and the Church was started there. Now
that was thought to be entirely legendary untiytbdescovered inscriptions with that king’s name on
them. And the Mar Thoma Church in India is quitefatent that this is the true history of their onig

But whether that one is legendary or not, theredazens of examples of stories like that from tred f
300 to 400 years of the church. That is how thep8lbwent to Ethiopia, by two Christians who were
shipwrecked on the shores of the Red Sea and alega taptive to the court in Ethiopia. Nobody sent
missionary there, but that is how the Gospel wieeatd and the Church started there. It is the saihe w
Ireland and Scandinavia. Nobody sent missionaoi¢lse Vikings in Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and
Iceland. They came dozens of times and attackest@lind the coast of Britain and Ireland, and many
of the places they attacked were monasteries wher&ospel was loved and revered. And they killed
people, raped people, destroyed their propertyydalitheir monasteries down, and took some of the
monks back to Scandinavia as captives. That isthevGospel went to Scandinavia. Nobody ever sent
any missionaries there. There are dozens of acediatthat in the history of missions across teef

of the whole earth, where God sends His people thargh they are reluctant to go.

Let us look in the early chapters of Acts. You rember how explicit Jesus is with the Great
Commission. If we look at Acts 1, and of coursaudagives the Great Commission on many occasions,
but on this account that we have here, His wordgramendously explicit. This is after the resuiicec

on one of the occasions Jesus appeared and wasgllyysresent with His disciples. Acts 1:4 says,

“On one occasion while he was eating with them.WNhis is a genuinely physical resurrection. He is
sitting down there, or reclining, eating a mealvtliem, and “he gave them this command, ‘Do not
leave Jerusalem. Stay in Jerusalem, but wait ogith my Father promised, which you have heard me
speak about. For John baptized with water, butfewadays you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit
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So when they met together they asked him, ‘Lore,yau at this time going to restore the kingdom to
Israel?”” They have an agenda for Christ despitéhat He has taught them for three years anden th
days after the resurrection. And He has alreadgrgthiem the Great Commission several times, that
they are to go out into the whole world. It appesageral times during the Gospels before His desth,
well as after. But they have something quite dédfgrin mind. They have in mind that God is going to
restore the kingdom to Israel right now, and theygoing to sit on thrones ruling over Israel amdro

the world. And so that is what they are wantinGappen. They have an agenda, and it is the reistorat
of Israel immediately, with them in positions otlaarity. Remember, they kept asking Jesus abott tha
saying, “We want to sit on your right hand and ylafir hand when you establish your kingdom.” And
that is what they want to happen. Drive out the Rosn They were temporarily disappointed because
Jesus was put to death, and they thought everytheyghad hoped for from Him was destroyed. But
now He is raised from the dead again, and theyghiptWell, now it is going to happen. We were
disappointed for a while there, but now we are gamget what we want. Jesus is going to reigniag k
right away. So are You at this time going to restiie kingdom to Israel?” And lots of us have our
agendas for Christ, too. What is your agenda petomnn terms of what you think should happen in
your life and what you would like Him to do for ydi@r your ministry, for your financial securityy o
perhaps for your nation? We want to make Amerigeeat Christian nation again. What is your agenda
for Christ? What is it that you have on your héhat you want Him to do? And of course some of ¢hos
desires may be appropriate, but what is your agérdahrist?

Well, Jesus responded to the agenda the discipk$on Him. He said to them, “It is not for you to
know the times or dates the Father has set byinsamthority.” In other words, this is no concefn o
yours; it is not for you to know. Now Christianadiit so hard to take those words seriously. Tlohk
all the speculation at the turn of the millenniugn@hristians. | had people saying to me serioussyj,
traveled around the country and at home in St.4,dhis is obviously the beginning of the end, and
people had an agenda for me. They said, “Jerrave, y@u sold your home and bought a place out in
the country?” And | said, “Well, what for?” And theaid, “Well, the millennium is coming, the end is
approaching, and everything is going to break ddiis.just the sign that Christ will be back sdd®o

| said, “Well, why should | be going out to the oty and buying a house out there?” And they said,
“Well, you need to get out there and stock it wdbd and weapons.” And | said, “Well, what are the
weapons for? Why would |, as a minister of the @bspeed to stock my home with weapons and
food?” And | had several Christians say this to sejously, “So that when starvation starts happgni
you can shoot the people who are trying to steat y@od.” Now, | was flabbergasted. Is this what it
means to be a minister of the Gospel of Jesus 2hkisd we may laugh, and | laughed, but this i$ jus
so shocking. That is worse than Jonah. Let usjiigshe hungry people, never mind going and bugyin
oneself in the countryside so that | can be seasisociety breaks down. Jesus looked at peopleiand
had compassion on them. And He fed the hungry;idi@at shoot them when they came to Him for
food. People were so sure they knew the timestamddasons, but Jesus said, “It is not for you to
know.” Actually on another occasion He said, “Tingels in heaven do not know.” And if that is not
enough for us, He said, “The Son does not knowrisEkaid that He did not know when He was
coming back to establish His kingdom. This is ia Bather’s authority. If Christ does not know, you
can be quite sure that you will not. It is as siengé that. God is not going to reveal somethingto
that He has hidden from His son. The times ang#asons are in the Father’s hand. But of course
people respond to me and say, “Well it is the eraminent to the day that Jesus is talking about. We
can know the approximate time, the season, and endngbyear.” Well, no. That is just playing with
words. It is not for you to know the times or daies Father has set by His own authority. So what a
they to know? “You will receive power when the H@&8pirit comes on you, and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Saraadéao the ends of the earth.” Wait in Jerusalem
until the day of Pentecost, and then get goingnBtovait there any longer. Get going.
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Now, on the day of Pentecost, Jesus is so cleBlg isot? “Wait in Jerusalem and then go.” Thatisry
task. It is not sitting around waiting for God torig the kingdom in, but going out and proclaimthg
Gospel in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, artteterids of the earth. And Jesus says that over and
over again. Right before His ascension, and g@®rded in Matthew 28 (you probably know the
passage because it is the version of the Great @ssiom that we look at most frequently). Here Jesus
tells them that they are to go out into all the lkpproclaim the Gospel, and make disciples oftsadl
nations, and that He is going to have all authantigeaven and on earth so they can do that. So He
gives them an absolutely explicit command. He gihesn a promise. You are going to have the power
of the Holy Spirit to go and do this task; He is firimary witness. Jesus had already taught thatrirth
that long discourse He had with them on the nigldte His death. He said, “You are to be my
witnesses, but the Holy Spirit is the great witnéss is the one who is going to go out and conviet
unbelieving world of sin and of righteousness ahgidgment.” You all know the passage in John 16.
You are going to go in the power of the Spirit. Byarit is going to be at work in the hearts of pleo
convicting them. The Spirit is going to empower yougo, to live faithfully, and to proclaim the thu
powerfully and courageously. The Spirit is goinggtobefore you and open doors for you into people’s
lives. And Jesus says this in that passage in at@8: “All authority is given to me in heaven ao
earth. Therefore go...” Jesus is going to haveaityhover the heavens, that is, over the poweSatan,
who keeps people in unbelief and darkness. ButsChas authority to rule over the nations that they
might come to faith in Him and the power of Sataghhbe restrained. And Jesus has authority on
earth. He is the one who rules the nations sattigaGospel may go into the nations. He is the only
superpower. And a lot of what we read in the histdrmissions is God ruling the nations. Just thofk
the recent example in the last 12 years with thefdhe Iron Curtain and the opening up of vast
sections of the former Soviet Union, Eastern Eurdp@ngolia, and other places to the Gospel in a
completely new way. Christ is ruling the nationglsat the Gospel may go out into all the world.sTisi
what Jesus promises the disciples. He could nddilplgsbe clearer both in His command and in the
great encouragement He gives them: “Wait in Jeensa@nd then go.”

And then if we turn to Acts 2 on the day of Pengcas if His command was not explicit enough, desu
gives them a wonderful kind of foretaste of whathds in mind in terms of the harvest from the
nations. Look how strongly Luke puts it in Acts 2:How they were staying in Jerusalem, God-fearing
Jews"—and he adds that there were Gentiles as Wil every nation under heaven.”—He tries to
be as clear as he can; people from all over thédvewe there in Jerusalem—when they heard this
sound...” A crowd gathers together and they all hlearGospel being proclaimed in their own
language, and then Luke gives a list of some (fahpeople: “How is it that each of us hears them in
our native language? Parthians, Medes and Elamésisients of Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt hagéarts of Libya near Cyrene, visitors from Rome,
both Jews and converts to Judaism, Cretes and Araleshear them declaring the wonders of God in
our own tongue.” Now, | do not know if you have edene a careful study of this, but if you look at
what Luke says here, what he does is quite rembzkdle gives you a list of people from every paiht
the compass, from every direction out from Jerusafging out to all the nations, to all the wodd t
proclaim the Gospel. There are people from wayoupé far northeast in Parthia and Elam, and the
Medes and residents of Mesopotamia. This is vergday. The Roman Empire is one of the biggest
empires the world has ever seen, but some of phesgle are from way beyond its borders. Parthia is
over toward Afghanistan, and that is a long wayyawau can go right around the compass. You may
have a picture of this in your Bible, and you skegs off to the far west like Rome, the capitaihaf
Roman Empire. It is a long, long way away overlomwest coast of Italy. There are people from out i
the islands of the Mediterranean Sea, like Cretd,meople from way down in the southwest off into
Africa. They are there too. There are people upéanorth, up into Europe, into the parts of whasw
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several years ago the Soviet Union. There are pdamh all around, including Arabs and Saudis down
to the south and to the desert. And so from eveigtf the compass there are people from all dver
Roman Empire and beyond its borders. And theselpeop from all the different kinds of humanity. If
you look at this list carefully, you will see thiere are people who are descendents, in termberfew
they come from, from the different sons of NoahdAhese are people with every possible kind of
language. Luke is telling us, and even more, Gatbisg something; God is saying, “l have in mind th
conversion of people from every tribe and tongue rRettion on the face of the earth. That is whatveh
in mind, and | am just going to give you a litthetpre of it today, on the day of Pentecost, of iwaaur
task is and what | want to do.” Of course it is@derful providential act of God that their Pentdde
the Jewish Feast of First Fruits, the first frafshe harvest. Now the Jews themselves, long befo
coming of Christ, saw the Feast of Harvest as baipgture, symbolic of God’s harvest from the
nations. They understood that themselves, and &dding that on this day. If you look at the prayer
from those feasts that the Jews used, they taliuta®od bringing a harvest of the nations coming to
faith in Him and coming to worship and serve Hiro.t&re is God’s harvest, His first fruits from the
nations. It is literally a feast of first fruits.ndl this vast number of people believed.

So Jesus is giving them a foretaste, but He tedlmtthat after that day they are to stay in Jeensal

After He shows them what He has in mind, He thess,sgo. But in fact, they just simply stayed. And i

is not until Acts 8 that we read of how they beirgo out to the other horizons to which Christexhl
them, to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the enls earth. And what is fascinating about thisasls
even before his conversion, is used by ChristHergpreading of the Gospel. At the beginning oAt
Saul was there giving approval to Stephen’s dé@ath.that day a great persecution broke out against
the Church at Jerusalem.” Notice these words. lisikevery good writer and he chooses his words very
carefully. He is an excellent historian. “And aticept the apostles,” now the apostles were the whes
were repeatedly told to go, personally, by Chisftirsg, “Stay in Jerusalem until the day of Pentecos
and then go.” Acts 8:1 says, “All except the apEssivere scattered throughout Judea and Samaria.”
There is your second and third horizon, Jerusalerea, and Samaria. “Godly men buried Stephen and
mourned deeply for him, but Saul began to destneyGhurch. Going from house to house, he dragged
off men and women and put them in prison. Those dtbeen scattered preached the word wherever
they went.”

Luke also talks about Philip, one of the deacomoaged to oversee the distribution of food, going
down to Samaria and people being converted therd.ten later in chapter 8 you have Philip being
used by God to bring salvation to this Ethiopiant,Bvhen the people do not go, God sends them. They
get sent by persecution. Now again, there are leaisdof examples of this in the history of the Churc
The Gospel is being proclaimed as a result of petgen of the Church, which sat still, and as alltes

of captivity and enslavement. It spread by allsoftmeans except the Church saying, “Let us plan a
mission. Let us go out to the world to those wheehaot heard the Gospel and take this wonderfuknew
of Christ with us.” And later we will read about athGod had to do to get Peter to go and speak to a
Gentile. We will look at Acts 10 very carefully. @his an extraordinary account of a reluctant dpost
and an eager God committed to saving the houseaid@drnelius. But notice how the Gospel first
began to go to Gentiles, who were pagans, in amyfgiant numbers. See, Cornelius and the Ethiopian
eunuch are already God fearers; they already wapshithe God of Israel. They are fairly easy
Gentiles. But look at Acts 11:19, and here Luk&pigp what he has been saying at the beginning of
chapter 8: “Now those who had been scattered bpehsecution in connection with Stephen”—so he is
picking up right from the beginning of chapter 8+atteled as far as Phoenicia”—that is in North
Africa—“Cyprus,”—out in the Mediterranean—“and Aatih,”—up in Syria—"telling the message

only to Jews. Some of them, however,”—and of cothgeis the real problem, and we will look at this
in detail later, how hard it is to go beyond yowmopeople. That is what they were struggling with.
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“men from Cyprus and Cyrene...”—So these are notgfdtie original Church in Jerusalem. It is not
the apostles, the ones given the Great CommisSlmse are converts from Cyprus, presumably people
perhaps converted on the Day of Pentecost, anch€gyyérom North Africa.—“went to Antioch and
began to speak to Greeks also, telling them thed®ws about the Lord Jesus. The Lord’s hand was
with them, and a great number of people believetitamed to the Lord.” Now, when the apostles hear
about it they do not go themselves, rather theg &arnabas, who again is one of the deacons. They
stayed in Jerusalem; they did not obey the Greatr@igsion. They did not start planning mission trips
across Judea, across Samaria, to the nationsp dhe €nds of the earth. The Church went when gt wa
scattered by persecution, and then the apostlasadigo. And when the Gospel did begin to be
proclaimed to the nations, it was proclaimed bypgbeavho were from the nations themselves, from
Cyprus and North Africa.

And if you turn to the beginning of Acts 13, wedithe first account of a planned mission where the
Church says, “Actually, we have a responsibilitgto Let us do something about it.” Now againsit i
not the church in Jerusalem with the original algsshat is planning this. Acts 13:1 says, “In therch
at Antioch there were prophets and teachers,” tbegins to list them. It is a fascinating church.
Frances Schaeffer used to say about this churthhisavas his favorite church in the New Testament
because of its intercultural and interracial migtof leaders and congregation. There is Barnabas,
Simeon, who is black, Lucius, who is also from Mo&frica—from Cyrene—Manaen, who is a Jew
like Barnabas, and Saul, the persecutor of thecthuvho is now converted. And then they send Saul
and Barnabas off on the first missionary journey then the Church is actively going out to proulai
the Gospel. But as you look at church history, wiwat find repeatedly is the church sinking back int
just staying in its own Jerusalem, if we may use Whord. It stays in the place in which they were
converted, where they belonged, and that they deglaais kind of a home base. And the whole history
of missions is about God pushing the church oué Church is reluctant; God is not reluctant. God is
sending the church out, even up until very recently

You see, it is only in the 1790s, that is just o2@0 years ago, that Protestant churches seriously
became involved in missions. From the time of tleéoRmation in the early 1500s until the 1790s, that
is almost 300 years, there was very little conceetort to go out beyond the borders of what was
thought of as Christendom. | am not saying thaReormers were not interested in proclaiming the
Gospel. No, it is wonderful to read, for examples account of Calvin, who was basically training
masses of missionaries in Geneva and sending themargy back into France, which was the country
from which he came. And during his own lifetime lpagps two million people were converted in France
due to those missionaries. They sent lots of missies, and it was very dangerous to go. A lohefrt
were killed. What they were doing was against #ve they had to hide constantly from people. Peshap
you have read the accounts of the period; the geunépeople is just remarkable. So it is not thay

did not proclaim the Gospel; they did all over EpeoThey re-evangelized Europe. Now there are a few
exceptions. Here in North America there are a few viny attempts to reach out to Native Americans.
Mostly the church did not do that. It just joinediweverybody else in slaughtering them, sendirgrth
away, and packing them off to a reservation somesvbet of our way, rather than proclaiming the
Gospel.

There are a few other examples. There are smathgbes of missionaries being sent to India—just a
very few from Denmark in particular. And the Morans were committed to mission work; they had a
few missionaries in Greenland. But it was not uthid 1790s that the modern missionary movement as
we know it really got going. And it started with Mam Carey. He was a British cobbler; he was not

one of the leaders of the church. He wrote a liitdek because he read the New Testament and thought
“Well actually, we are supposed to go.” And it veaevolutionary idea. You may think that is strange
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because we take this so much for granted thatglpart of the responsibility of the Church, thag are
supposed to go. But do you really think that? Letask you, what is your purpose in taking these
classes? Are you actually saying to God, “Lordehaan |, send me. You are the Lord of the harvest;
send me out to whatever part of Your harvest tactvMou want to send me”? Or are you saying to the
Lord, “Lord, | am here to train, but | am headiregrk home as soon as | can possibly get away from
here, back to my Jerusalem”? Is that what you ayag? You need to be open to God to send you
wherever He wants you to go. You have no rightapte God, “l insist on going back to my Jerusalem,
because that is where | am comfortable, that isevirey wife’s family is, that is where my family is,
and | want to be there for the rest of my life, dngse that is where | feel secure, where | know lggop
and where | know the culture.” God has brought ostudy with Covenant Seminary so that you might
be prepared to pray and to fast, like the peopleeathurch in Antioch, and say, “Holy Spirit, seursl
where you want us to go, and make us willing tdhggre, wherever it is.” That is God’s calling f@.u

William Carey wrote a little booklet called “An Ingy into the Obligation of Christians to Use Means
for the Conversion of the Heathen.” That was hie.tiThis little booklet he wrote is still a classlt is

“An inquiry into the obligation,” the responsibilitthe necessity, the duty of Christians to usenadar
the conversion of the heathen. Now, it is suchrange title, is it not? “To use means,” well of cseI

we have got to preach the Gospel to them! But memsponded to Carey by basically saying, “No we
do not. If God wants to save them He will. Thatlis business, not ours. Let us just stay at hoed
when he went, he had so little support. That iso#ginning of modern missions. In the United States
is just the same. Around the same time, just alecnipyears after Carey went to India, there was a
group of college students who were praying togetther Haystack Prayer Meetings they are called, and
felt constrained by God to go out and do foreigssiains, to go into all the world and proclaim the
Gospel. But those college students saw that thechbs, all these great strong churches with wontlerf
doctrine, great teaching, solid community, and isowere not saying, “Well, let us go.” They just
wanted to stay right where they were in their owrusalem. And you know, even today the
overwhelming majority of evangelical, Bible beliagi faithful churches have absolutely no
involvement in missions except in their own Jereisal The great majority of churches that are
committed to the Gospel of Christ have no involveme either praying for, giving to, supporting, or
sending out missionaries to proclaim the Gospéhdse other horizons: Judea, Samaria, and theaénds
the earth. That is the practical reality. The Chuscreluctant, but God is not, and if we studyhistory

of missions, we do not find an eager church.

And before you judge past Christians too harshly yeed to examine your own heart and say, “Lord,
am | prepared to say, ‘Here am |, send me?’ Or anmiyl saying to the Lord, ‘I will go, but I am gan

to tell you where | am going to go, and it is whefeel comfortable.”? It is not that you shouidt

love your own people from your nation, state, ometown. That is not the point. We do not need to
start despising our own nation, people, race, oeilitontext, or our own family, to see the cal§to
somewhere else. Think of what the apostle Paul sad he is the apostle to the Gentiles. These are
absolutely wonderful words in Romans 9:1-3. Patslising about his concern for his fellow Jews. He
says, “l speak the truth in Christ—I am not lyimgy conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit—I have
great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heartl €auld wish that | myself were accursed and cut
off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, thaseny own race, the people of Israel.” Paul is the
apostle to the Gentiles; he devotes his life tmgaicross the face of the earth to preach the Guspe
places where it has not yet been preached. Tihat istention; that is his longing. But at the saimmee,
he cared very deeply for his own people—so deaplyhfem that he can say these astonishing words: I
could wish that | were accursed, cut off from Chifig would bring about their salvation.” Who els
said exactly the same thing? Moses says exactlyaime words. It is on the occasion after the golden
calf when the Israelites have been idolatrous amhpped the golden calf, calling it the lord that
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delivered them. And God threatens to destroy thi@maompletely and raise up for Moses a new nation
to take their place because of their wickednessl. What Moses says is “No, Lord, do not do that. |
would rather you cut my name out of the Book okliiian that you did this to Your people.” That is
how much Moses loved the people of Israel, andishi®w much Paul loves his fellow Jews. Do not be
ashamed of loving your family, of loving the plaga came from, of loving your people, or of loving
your race. That is not a problem to love your beoshBut God calls us to have a bigger heart than t

He calls us to be prepared to go where He wants gs.

You need to get on your face before the Lord apd“s@rd, make me willing to go wherever You want
me to go, to whomever You want me to go.” BecabseGreat Commission stands before every one of
us individually, as well as before the whole Chuackl before any particular congregation of which yo
are a part. These are the marching orders for thedd for the whole of this age. Jesus says, “iatin
you always to the very end of the age.” It is ntgraporary commandment; it is the marching orders f
the Church for the whole age. It is the marchindgos for every congregation of which you and lare
part, to be praying for missions. It is what Jeshallenges His disciples with at the end of Matttfgew
Matthew 9:35-38 says, “Jesus went through all tens and villages teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the good news of the kingdom and healmgy disease and sickness. When he saw the
crowds, he had compassion on them, because theyhaesssed and helpless, like sheep without a
shepherd. Then he said to his disciples, ‘The Isangeplentiful but the workers are few. Ask therd.o

of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers lngcharvest field.” That is where you have tastand
that is where every one of our churches startst iBh# is where you and | are to start sayingordl,

send out harvesters into you harvest field, adftssations of the earth, across the whole eaeghd S
them out, Lord.” But when you pray such a prayey ftave got to be prepared to add, “And send me,
Lord, if that is what you want. Send me.”

So we need to be praying for this task of the Cihw¢e need to be supporting the mission of the
Church. One of the things you see as you read gifwrthe epistles is that whenever the apostle Paul
plants a church, he immediately urges that chuwdtdrt supporting the missionary proclamatiorhef t
Gospel. These are brand new churches. When he&Jarinth, Paul is first working as a tent maker
when he goes there. When he goes to plant a ciuechew place, he always starts off working,
because he will not work to be paid when he isgiregy the Gospel to unbelievers. But then it says
after he has been there for a little while Silag @mothy come, and Paul is able to devote himself
full-time preaching of the Gospel, to use our egpien today, though it is a thoroughly unbiblical
expression. Nobody can be a part-time Christia.F2wl is able to devote himself exclusively, the
book of Acts says, to preaching, teaching, andfyesy about Christ. And why is he able to do that?
Because they bring a gift from the church in Philipvhich is only just recently planted. And Paul
happily receives gifts from already planted chuscteedo the work of proclaiming the Gospel. In fact
that is what he encourages them to do. So as soartlaurch is established they start supporting
missions. And as soon as churches are establigtedstart sending missionaries. That is what Rasl
in mind. He goes around and finds a few likely limgkmen and women, and he takes them along with
him to be involved as fellow laborers with him iretproclamation of the Gospel. That is what he does
everywhere. So with every new church you look atli$t of people that Paul has going with him. Eher
is Timothy and Titus, Gaius and Aristarchus, andse-all these people. And they are coming from all
these different churches. They immediately getlvea in supporting and sending missionaries out. So
it is the task of the whole Church; it is the ta$levery one of our churches. No church today egn s
that it is being faithful to Jesus Christ if itnst involved in the missionary outreach of the Gab$p its
own Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the entle eatth. We have our own equivalents to those, of
course. But God calls us to go. And He calls eawhaf us, as well as our churches, to have an open
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heart to this task, to pray for it, support it,@io it, send, and be ready to go ourselves. Thedbhs
reluctant, but God is not.

What has God done for our salvation? He has deweral things. First, the Scripture teaches us that
God planned for our salvation before the foundatibthe world. The Scripture is quite plain abduatt
This is not some late event that happens in Gaalpgses. He plans for our salvation. Second, He
prepares all the way through. | may not be ableltow my lecture outline all the way through, bdé
plans. And then He prepares the people, the nafitsrael, through whom the Messiah is going to
come. He prepares them for thousands of yearstierdHe sends His Son. God is committed to our
salvation—so committed that He gives His own Sdre &postle Paul and Moses could say, “Lord,
block me out of the Book of Life, let me be accdr#igat they might be saved,” but they could not do
that, for Christ did that. That is exactly what éid. He was accursed for our salvation. He expegdn
hell, being cast out and forsaken by His Fathext we might be saved. But even with that objediact
of Christ’s death in history just by itself, noboidygoing to be saved. Now that may sound like a
blasphemous thing to say, but it is not, becauss &sn sends His Holy Spirit to draw people tohfait
Christ. Jesus Himself says in John 6, “No one @dglhe to me unless the Father who sent me draws
him.” You know, the world is not filled with peoplgho are desperately seeking to become Christians.
Paul says in Romans 3, “No one seeks after Goce”htilman race is not filled with people anxious to
be converted. It is filled with people who are rstagainst God, who God draws to faith in JesussGhr
who God pursues, woos, and calls out to all dag.ldimat is how the scripture speaks. C. S. Lewis
expresses it accurately. He wrote this about his conversion. He says, “Finally | was dragged,
reluctant, kicking and screaming, the most reluctanvert into the kingdom.” That is you, too. You
were not eager to be saved, but God was eagevéoysa. You do not have to be a hyper-Calvinist to
believe this. You have just got to know your owatend the hearts of other people and take the
Scripture seriously when it says, “No one comeasé¢ounless the Father who sent me draws him.” You
do not write those words off. Without the work bétHoly Spirit, no one will become a Christian. You
see, God has committed to salvation; He prepaneid, ide planned for it, He sent His Son, and He
sends His Spirit to draw us. God is not relucteather He is committed to save. We are the ones who
are reluctant if anybody is.
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