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Apologetics & Understanding

Lord, we worship You together today for the gloryoalay, for the beauty of creation. We worship You
as the Lord of life and of new life, the One whe rased Your Son from the dead who will raiseus u
with Him and make everything new. Father, we laowérd to that regeneration of all things. We pray
now that You will renew our hearts and minds asm&erstand Your Word together. Teach us, we

pray, so that we may go out into the world as Ymople who demonstrate what it means to be renewed
by You, to have our minds renewed, to think Yaaudhts after You, and to have our hearts renewed so
that we may be imitators of Christ in this worldjtis very great need. Father, teach us today, rag.p
Open our hearts to Yourself, to Your work of YquiriGn us. Teach us, we pray, and fill our hearts

with gladness. For Jesus’ sake we ask. Amen.

In our previous session we were talking about lngjdridges. | used the illustration that everyae
living between two worlds. On the one hand ther@ @hristian worldview: what God has made known
about the world in His Word. On the other handehierthe world of unbelief that people are alsmtyv

in. The point | was making is that as we seek tottapeople and to build bridges, the bridgesgoiag

to be those points where the person is still intacnwith God’s world. They are still living conained

by the reality of the way God has created the usand the way God has created them in His image.
We are always going to find those points of contidise bridges to build, as we get to know people.
This is our task. We begin by asking what is rigihbout this person’s thinking. Where are elements of
God’s truth still present? We looked first at cthed people and second at people who are attragted b
New Age Spirituality. We finished by talking abawgncern for the environment, which you will find
among many New Age people.

A third group of people | want to look as brieffysecular people. What if my friend, family memtwzer,
workmate is someone who thinks of themselves hsratghly secular person? This is a person who
sees no need for any kind of spirituality, who dees that they have no religious interests. | dfige
people say to me that they are not a religiousoperss if they belong to some kind of different
category. My response is always to say, “In theseghat you mean, | am not religious either. | am
interested in what is true.” By “religious persahéy mean something rather different. They mean
somebody who cannot cope with life or who is natagned with what is rationally true. | am perfectl
prepared to acknowledge that | cannot cope wighdrid that | need God desperately in every area of
my life. But | am not prepared to acknowledge tha not interested in truth.

Even most secular people have some acknowledgimanthiere is a God. About 90% to 92% of
Americans believe there is a God in some sensé.dfiliem, though, would say they do not see much
need for God in any kind of personal sense. Hessthere to get things going, and then He isrothe
distance. The truth is, whether somebody thinkg #re religious or spiritual or not, every humamige
we are ever going to meet is religious in the séingethey are committed to something. They put the
trust in something. Their trust may be in the fataf the human race, the improvement of their $pcie
science and technology, their own ability to thielRsonably, the goodness of themselves and their
fellow human beings, sexual fulfillment, or mon&pr many women, the thing in which they put their
hope and on which they build their lives is family put it in another way, their idol is family. Fo
many men and an increasing number of women, thethpir trust in their work. Their identity is
absolutely bound up in their job. That is what gitleem a sense of meaning and purpose and shapes
their lives. The satisfaction of oneself, the piutretione’s own happiness, is the idol of many of o
contemporaries. All people put their trust in samreg. The challenge for us is to find out where tha
trust lies.
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Almost all of the things in which people put theirst are actually part of God’s good creation. Wisr
good. God has created us to labor and to enjogdhse of satisfaction and fulfillment that worknigs.
God has created us to have families and to firfidlfmént in marriage and family. Most idols that
people have are actually part of God’s good creafithey are points of contact, even if the people’s
trust in them is idolatrous and inappropriate. Thieg itself is something good and creates a britige
we can build. The French writer, Pascal, who w@slinistic Catholic in aspects of his theologydsai
“Everyone is already committed.” There is alreadypmmitment of the heart and the mind to
something. This creates bridges for us, things whie can commend and respect. For many of the
people who are secular, it is going to be theissasf the need for some kind of moral values. Weewe
talking about that in the last session as | usecee#ample of my friend from England, the industrial
psychologist. The recovery of values in businesste has been increasing, causing books on gervan
leadership, forgiveness, delegation, and treateapfe with dignity to become very popular in the
community. It is because those values work. Thaggiou a bridging point to talk to people.

We have many times used the example of people gptoinhurch because they feel the need to have
their children get some kind of moral training. Thanse of responsibility as parents has beenglace
their hearts by God. That is part of God'’s realitigat moral sense has been placed in them by God. N
human being you ever meet is amoral. Many are gileephoral, but they are in touch with the moral
order of the universe, though their judgments mawharped and wicked. You will always find a point
of contact.

If you think about the openness of the former SoMi@on to the Gospel in the last 10 years, onthef
primary open doors has been the longing for someé & moral foundation. Lennon taught that
morality is a bourgeois obsession. After two geti@na of atheistic Marxism teaching that thereas n
God or moral order, Russia and its satellite coestnave been so deprived of moral training theteth

is a desperate sense of moral bankruptcy in thareullt is one of the reasons why probably mikiaf
people there have become Christians over the pagtdrs. God has used this deep sense of moral need
as a bridge for the Gospel. | have many friends hdnee been going over to the former Soviet Union
several times every year to teach with The Comimisdt is an organization put together with the
leadership of Campus Crusade, but many other Ghristinistries are involved with it. A couple of my
friends have been to Russia and its satellite camstour or five times a year for the last 10 gear

invited by the Ministry of Education. They teachnady from an explicitly Christian perspective for

the public school teachers. They will go to a dity,example, in the middle of Siberia, and 400Imub
school teachers will be there. They will be traimethe Ten Commandments and how to teach them to
children. That is something we would have diffigulbing in America right now! Because there is such
a desperate sense of the moral bankruptcy of therewafter two generations of atheistic Marxishe t
government itself has invited evangelical Christiarto the former Soviet Union. God has used that t
bring enormous numbers of teachers into the kingdb@od. Many of them have never heard the
Gospel before; they have never been exposed t&iadyf explicit Christian teaching. It has created
wonderful evangelistic opportunity for people wheva some understanding of atheistic Marxism and a
materialistic worldview to go and communicate ksbliChristianity. They declare it not simply as a
pragmatic answer to their moral problems but agrtité. It is God'’s truth. It is the way God hasated
the universe and the way He has created us. Hedflad us to live in obedience to His commandments
and to reflect His image. It has been an extraargiopen door, and the bridge is fundamentally the
desperate sense of moral need that atheistic Mamis lacking. The people needed something to
rebuild their personal lives and their society. Godsing it to bring enormous numbers of people in
His kingdom. There are all sorts of bridges for ¢keular person.
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What if the person is a complete cynic, or at Isags he or she is? They say that they believdithad
utterly observed, and there is no meaning in tlte €here is just what is here between birth andhjea
and that is it. They say Christians are people bdieve in “pie in the sky, by and by,” who do atve
the courage to face up to the emptiness of existand get on with it. There are people like that ou
there who are totally skeptical. That is where mamyng people are; you can hear it in their music.
Whether it is alternative music, punk rock, or naqch of it is totally cynical. My boys used totéa to
a group called The Beautiful South, and everythivgy ever write is totally cynical about every agpe
of the human condition. Let me give an illustratadrbuilding a bridge with such a person.

There is a guy | play tennis with sometimes whacdbss himself as a complete cynic. He loves the
writings of H. L. Mencken, who was writing a gernéya and a half ago and used to love to attack and
ridicule Christianity. This guy is involved in an H. Mencken society. He collects first editions of
Mencken’s books and boasts about his personal isymiand skepticism. He loves to attack some of the
Christians with whom he plays tennis for being afistic, stupid, and not having the courage to i#ge
to the absurdity of life. He likes to poke fun. S®of the guys he played tennis with for years
occasionally invite him to church or some Christaeeting. They are very friendly to him, and he
rubbishes them when they do. “Of course | am naoting to that stuff,” he says. In meeting him and
praying about how to communicate to him | have bagserving his life. He is a man who has been
happily married for 55 years; he adores his childred dotes on his grandchildren. When it comes to
his family he is not a cynic at all. These aretthiegs that really matter to him. At that pointiken

touch with the world that God made, with the wagtthe is made in God’s image. He is not a cynic
where it really matters to him. The way we mighpmss it is he is raising his hands, giving hissaa
and bowing his knee to this world of cynicism, #iesurdity of human existence. He thinks there are n
rational answers to human questions that make sériée. But all the time he has got his hand back
here in God’s world. Where things really mattehiim he clings to those and is not a cynic.

Everyone has always got that point of inconsisteBchaeffer talked about this in one of his books.
Where are they living in a way that is totally imsgstent with their own understanding and own
professed beliefs? That is your bridging pointl Said to my tennis friend, “Your cynicism sounds
really brave and courageous the way you expreBsiitwhat | have observed as | have gotten to know
you over these past few months is that, for thegshthat really matter to you, you are not a cwtiall.
Look at your marriage and the way you talk abouwiryzhildren and grandchildren. You are not cynical
in the slightest where things are important to Yéle is not cynical about business either. He very
successful and prosperous businessman. Whereateetkings that he treasures he does not allow his
cynicism to intrude for a moment. It absolutelywbleim away. | was doing two things at the same time
one was to establish a bridge, and the other welsatbenge him. He said, “I really want to talk abo
these things some more.” From that point on he d¢et@ly stopped rubbishing his friends’ Christianity
For the first time he started thinking seriouslpatthe possibility of God’s existence. | went ortell

him that the things he really treasures are indmaditiful; they are wonderful things. They exist
because we live in a world that God has made. leeigather from whom every family in heaven and
on earth is named. This guy really listened, andegan to talk. Now he is very respectful to Craist
about Christianity. He has begun to open his |fend started to share. | pray that God is caling

step by step into His kingdom. The beginning of cemversation was identifying this bridge: whese i
the person still in touch with God’s world? Thatla/ays going to be there; human beings are not
demons. There is going to be something that youaach where the person’s heart and mind is
engaged by the truth of the way God has made tmehthee way He has made the world.

That brings us to principle three from Paul’'s ex@mp Acts: understanding what others believehim t
synagogue it is very evident that Paul understaimibearers. We do not need to look at that inkamy
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of detail. As you read through the message in A8t# is a masterpiece of Old Testament exposition
and its fulfillment in Christ. You find Paul deeptpmmitted to getting alongside his fellow Jews.h&s
says in 1 Corinthians 9, when he is with the Jesvisltas a Jew. He is prepared to have Timothy
circumcised, and he is prepared to take vows. Hetlghly understands and is prepared to engage with
the culture of his fellow Jews and of the God-feakgho have joined themselves to the synagogue. Pau
has made the effort to have a deep understandihig tiearers. In Paul’'s Areopagus address, you will
see some of the details of Paul’s effort. Let ugjgckly through these as we think about how Pasl h
made the effort to understand them. As you lookais 17, one of the things you observe right aveay i
that there are no quotations from the Old Testameistone of the ways in which the message is so
radically different from the message in Acts 13efihare, however, a couple of quotes. If you Idok a
Acts 17:28, you will see two brief passages in gaoT he first words are “For in him we live and raov
and have our being.” These words are not a quotétion the Old Testament, though you could find
biblical passages that make a very similar poiheyTare taken from a poem that is addressed to Zeus
by one of his sons, Midas. Zeus is considered tinddather and greatest of all the Greek gods. The
poem is by a writer named Epimenides. It reads,

They fashioned a tomb for thee, O holy and high—
the Cretans, always liars, evil beasts, slow k&llie
But thou art not dead; thou art risen and aliveefeer,
for in thee we live and move and have our being.

That is what Paul is quoting from. You may recogranother part of that verse: people of Crete are
liars, evil beasts, and slow bellies. Paul qudtesline in his letter to Titus. In Titus 1:12 hgeaks
about the person who wrote it, calling him a prdphke says one of their own, a prophet, said thaua
the people of Crete, and Paul quotes this samaga$som Epimenides. That is the first quotation,
taken from the poem addressed to Zeus.

The second quotation is later in Acts 17:28. ltssédfs some of your own poets have said, ‘We ase hi
offspring.” That quotation is from a writer nam@datus, who is from Cilicia. His words, indicating
they have been begotten by God, are very commaitslohwords. Here is an example of another poem
addressed to Zeus, which has a similar kind ofdagg. In thédymn to Zeusthe words are,

Most glorious of immortals, Zeus

The many named, almighty evermore,
Nature's great Sovereign, ruling all by law
Hail to thee! On thee 'tis meet and right

That mortals everywhere should call.
From thee was our begetting; ours alone
Of all that live and move upon the earth
The lot to bear God's likeness.

Thee will | ever chant, thy power praise!

Those words are quite remarkable. They are vengadypf the kind of poetry of Epimenides and

Aratus, which Paul is quoting. Already among theéks, by this time, there is a move toward
monotheism, to worshipping only one god. Zeus oh@ng bigger and bigger in the thinking of

people. The other gods are less and less impo#tauns is thought of as the great father, the altgigh
one, the many named one, and the sovereign ofenafieris the immortal one and the one who gave life
to humanity. We are his children, his offspring; are begotten by him, and we bear his likeness Thi
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is language that Christians can readily look ati@adize that there are things that have elemdritsith
about God in them. That is why Paul is quoting swakers. It is not because they were Christians or
because he agrees with everything they say. Later bis message he is challenging other aspects of
their thinking. But he quotes them with approvalicts 17. Verses 27-29 say, “God did this so thabm
would seek him and perhaps reach out for him amdifim, though he is not far from each one of us.
‘For in him we live and move and have our beings’gome of your own poets have said, ‘We are his
own offspring.” Therefore, since we are God’s offisg...” Paul is quoting these writers in approvaé H
understands this movement in Greek thought towdnidlzer view of Zeus, saying things about him that
have elements of truth in them. They view humansesisg somewhat like God. We have a kind of
divinity about us. This is the way they would haxpressed it; we are God’s children. Paul is shgwin
his understanding.

The second example about how Paul has made thv¢ teffenderstand them is the altar to the unknown
god. Paul refers to this at the beginning of thesage. Acts 17:23 says, “For as | walked around and
looked carefully at your objects of worship, | eennd an altar with this inscription: TO AN
UNKNONWN GOD.” There is a fascinating legend abthé altars to the unknown god that were on
Mars Hill. As you read this passage and think albloeiegend, it is appropriate to assume that Baul
probably familiar with the legend. If he was, iffg&us see the power of his message. Several svafer
the legend tell us that at a point in the paspénaple of Athens had experienced a terrible peste

They offered sacrifices to their gods, to Athenat,the pestilence continued. So they sent for
Epimenides and asked for his advice about whabtdld was considered a wise person. He knew they
had offered sacrifices to the gods they know andship, but they should build an altar to the unknow
god. They should pray that the unknown god wilpdfee pestilence. That is how the legend goes. They
built the altars, prayed, made sacrifices, ancptstilence stopped. The altars are left on Marsadih
memorial commemorating their deliverance.

Some Christians find it disturbing that Paul refer¢he altar to the unknown god and perhaps ® thi
legend. He says in Acts 17:23, “What you worshig@®sething unknown | am going to proclaim to
you.” They find it disturbing because they thinkstmeans that Paul is somehow approving of pagan
worship, sacrifice, and practice. Of course, heoisapproving of these things. He knows and betieve
that there is only one true God. But he also kn@ns, we need to recognize this too, that everyshigs
that any human being enjoys comes from God. Wheliegrworship Him and know Him or not, every
blessing comes from God. There is no other giveyoofd gifts. We call this God’s common grace. The
Psalms speak about this in many places. God carevérything He has made. He is the One who
makes the water flow down the hills and gives tifehe earth, the One who brings the seasons.iJhis
what Paul says in Acts 14:15-17 to the pagans strAywho want to make a sacrifice to him. He says,
“We are bringing you good news, telling you to ténam these worthless things to the living God, who
made heaven and earth and sea and everythingnm theéhe past he let all nations go their own way.
Yet he has not left himself without testimony [véss, evidence]: He has shown kindness by giving you
rain from heaven and crops in their seasons.” Kaying to the Athenians that God has shown them
kindness by stopping this pestilence. All goodsgddbme from God. “He provides you with plenty of
food and fills your hearts with joy.” In other wa,dyou may worship your idols and gods: Athena,
Zeus, Hermes, or whoever else it is. You may reffath as the givers of good gifts, but every good
gift you actually have comes from the one true Gbe creator of heaven and earth. That is what Baul
saying. The god they worship as unknown, he isggmmmake known to them. Every gift that anyone
ever enjoys in this life actually comes from Gochatever false belief or idolatry fills a personésit,
the gifts they have come from God. God's giftsiatended by Him to be a testimony of witness to His
existence, goodness, and gracious care for thermuaca. That is what Paul is saying in Acts 14 and
17.

© Spring 2006, Jerram Barrs & Covenant TheologicahBeary



Apologetics & Outreach Lecture 20, page 6

The third example about how Paul has made thetéffamderstand them is in the other possible
allusions in his message. In Acts 17:24 Paul sd8y& God who made the world and everything in it...”
This is an expression in Greek that is almost dx#oe same as the words in Plato’s dialogite
TimaeusIn Acts 17:27 Paul says, “God did this so thahm®uld seek him and perhaps reach out for
him and find him,” which is also similar to someRiato’s words. Those ideas are present in Plato’s
works in many places.

The fourth example about how Paul has made thetéffainderstand them is in Acts 17:25. Paul says,
“God is not served by human hands, as if he neadgthing, because he himself gives all men life and
breath and everything else.” In Acts 17:18 Lukéstat that there are Epicurean and Stoic philosgphe
disputing with Paul who are listening to him asspeaks. What Paul says in the first half of ActR%7

is precisely the view of the Epicureans. They belithat God needs nothing from humanity. He is not
dependent on us; He does not need the sacrificesftarings that we give Him. The Epicureans would
have happily expressed their views in agreemerd.sBtond half of the verse, “He himself gives all
men life and breath and everything else,” is eyagtiat the Stoics would have said. This is truetsl
way through Paul's message. He is constantly shgpivisiunderstanding of the thinking of the people t
whom he is speaking. He does the same in the sgnagd he message is an exposition of Old
Testament text with which his hearers are thoropgdrhiliar. Paul is constantly ringing bells in the
heads of his listeners. He is demonstrating thditasebecome all things to all people by his famitifa
with their ideas.

Let us think about this for ourselves. Sometimemngelism is taught as if it is not necessary toeanak
the effort to understand the people to whom yowspeaking. | have heard people teaching evangelism
who have said this: “All we need to do is simplp@aim the ABC'’s of the Gospel: Christ died for you
you are a sinner, repent and believe in Him. Téalliwe need to do, whoever the audience is.veha
heard someone express that you do not need torhwitihewnhat people believe. Just preach the Gospel.
Do not be concerned with that they think. Converssoonly a matter of the will. | heard an evansgjeli

in Britain say something similar when he was legdin evangelistic crusade at one of the univessitie
He was meeting with the people who were going ltottathe unbelievers afterward. He said to ignore
the mind and strike for the heart. In other wokag) do not need to spend any time answering their
guestions or making an effort to understand whey think. All you have to do is preach the Gospel a
the Holy Spirit will do the rest. That sounds vepjritual: it is simply the message of the Gosel the
power of the Spirit. He communicated that you domeed to engage yourself with the person, to spend
time thinking or trying to discover what they bekeand think. But that is not what we are taugtihin
New Testament. The New Testament does not encousafgebe lazy about the people we meet and
their thoughts. We may think we have spiritual ozesfor it, for it shows more trust in the Holy Bipi

not to make an effort to understand what peoplettBut that is not what God tells us to do. It is
clearly not what Paul is doing in Acts 17.

Let me give you an illustration using my friendsontave worked in the former Soviet Union for the
past 10 or 11 years, going over there many timés We Commission. That ministry discovered
something. At first they thought they could simgltyand proclaim the Gospel. However, they very
rapidly discovered that they were not connectintp\Wussians, Ukrainians, and others. The people
were so completely unfamiliar with the biblical rmage that it simply did not make sense to them. The
Commission started getting people to go over tharkspeak who understood something about
Marxism and materialistic philosophy. They sentgleavho were able to speak in a way that showed
they understood the thinking of their hearers. Gagted blessing that ministry extraordinarily.
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Let me use another example. Before Francis Schamffged to Switzerland in 1948, he was a pastor in
St. Louis. God called him to go to Europe, andived there from 1948 until his death. When he got t
Europe he discovered that much evangelism was mgisise mark and failing to communicate with
people. Already by that time the vast majority ebple in Western Europe had absolutely no
knowledge of the Bible. The culture everywhere irsférn Europe was totally post-Christian. It was
not possible to begin with the message “You arares, Jesus is the Messiah promised in the Old
Testament, repent and believe in Him.” That wasrenen Paul could preach in any synagogue. There is
nothing wrong with the message. It is a true messihgan be demonstrated that Jesus is the Meissiah
the Old Testament. Look at how His life, death, eeglirrection fulfill these promises. That is wRaul
says: you have not kept the Law of Moses; repethfparn your trust in Him; He will save you. His
substitutionary death is sufficient. He rose frdra tlead for your justification. That is the gooavaef

the Gospel. But in a context where people havenulifarity with the Bible, it is not the only good

news of the Gospel. You have to begin somewheee €lsat is what the people who went with The
Commission to Russia discovered. You could notrbagthat point. You had to begin with the
existence of God, who God is, and the moral natfitbe universe as it is created by God. You had to
challenge the most foundational ideas of atheMacxism. In the same way, in Western Europe the
Good News begins as it did for the Athenians inefith They started with the proclamation of the
existence of God and of who we truly are as huneaagns. That is where the Good News begins. It
does not begin with the person of Christ. It climswxvith the person of Christ, but begins with whadG
is.

The universe is meaningful. For me as an unbeljeagewith many unbelievers Francis Schaeffer
encountered in Western Europe from 1948 onwardGihed News began with the fact that the universe
is meaningful instead of observed. That is whyltbek of Ecclesiastes is still my favorite book loé t
Bible. It addresses that question of the absufithe human condition. It has shaped two genaratio
of people in Western Europe and is shaping alninaswhole of the younger generation in the United
States at the moment. The good news of the Gogghowith the fact that there are answers, tfat i
makes sense because God exists and has made HimssH. That is why Schaeffer calls his bdé

is There and He is Not Silerod is there, and He has spoken. Of course theagef Christ’s death
and resurrection and the challenge to repentaratéaéth needs to be proclaimed. The fact that God
exists and has made us in His image, this is almaraerse, and there is an answer to the problem o
evil and a resolution to the problem of sufferingeds to be proclaimed. Those are also fundamental
elements of the good news of the Gospel. Histogoiag somewhere. Life is not simply an absurdity
that is happening. It is not a play going on tBajaing to die out with the death of the solarexyst
Christ is coming back, and He is going to reign arake everything new. History is actually going
somewhere. All these things are the good newseoGibspel.

| am not saying that there is anything inadequbtaiathe message, “Christ is the Son of God, He die
for you, repent and believe in Him.” But it is rtbe whole Gospel. The Gospel begins where Genesis 1
begins: “In the beginning God created the heavaddlze earth.” That is why Paul speaks that way to
the people in Lystra. “Turn from these worthlesadb to the living God, who made heaven and earth
and the sea and everything in them.” He is the@dg\sod who provides and cares for the whole human
race, who gives joy to your hearts and crops iir gasons. Similarly, when Paul is in Athens hlesta
about who God is. He talks about who we are asopsmnade in His likeness and the moral nature of
the universe. The other way to put this simphhat it is absolutely essential that we do our hoor&w
when we are talking to people. It is lazy to meshsbody and not make the effort to get to know them
and find out what they think. We should not thihkttwe can just tell them ABC and then we fulfiliro
obligation as a Christian. We cannot assume thtael do not respond they are not ripe fruit, sccene
simply pass by. That is not how God has treated Vbat is not what the incarnation is about. Christ
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did not yell from heaven, ABC; He became incarraat®ng us. That is what all these things | am
saying are about: we should make the effort taagmigside people. We should try and be with them
and understand them so that when we speak the whtt we say is like an apple of gold in a setbhg
silver. It is really appropriate to who this perssmand to where they are.

The example of William Carey, described as the #@ds India, is astonishing. He is the foundethaf
modern missionary movement. He did not simply pneghe Gospel and translate the Bible into the
language of the people. He made a thorough studiynafu scriptures and even translated them into the
everyday language of the people. He wanted to stalet the people to whom he was going. |
remember being in India myself and meeting som@leabere who had been missionaries for many
years. We had a day off from the meetings wherad speaking. | asked if | could go to the nearby ci
of Hrishikesh, which was one of Hinduism’s mostyhaities. It was filled with temples. The
missionaries responded that in their 30 years tiaglynever been there. They had no intention ofggoin
there. They did not know anything about it.

How can you communicate God’s Word faithfully taopée unless you are prepared to understand
them? Paul went around and looked carefully at lgéopbjects of worship. He made the effort to
understand them. To put it simply, Paul did his bamrk. It is not more honoring to the Holy Spiot t
think that it is not important to get to know wipegople think. That would be like saying it is more
honoring to the Holy Spirit for you to preach amsen that you have not prepared. If you admitted tha
you never bother to prepare your sermons but past fhat the Holy Spirit will give you His wordspy
would not last long as a pastor. The church wolldw you out pretty fast. They would say that i$ no
spiritual at all; it is actually lazy. It is an exee for not presenting yourself to God as a workman
approved, as Paul challenges Timothy to do, rigimigerstanding and communicating the Word of
truth.

One of the other beauties of this is that you aacklin the same position as unbelievers. Thirtkef
way the apostle John puts it in 1 John 5:21: “Doddldren, keep yourselves from idols.” He is wiifito
Christians. There are many other challenges ilN#wg Testament to us not to worship idols. Jesusb sai
in Matthew 6:24, “You cannot serve both God and BlohThe apostle Paul says to turn away from
covetousness. Covetousness is idolatry. You amdl Idurselves between two worlds as well. We have
bowed our knee to the Lord; we are offering HimiggaWe have our eyes turned to Him. But all of us
constantly have our hands taking things from thddwof unbelief around us. All of you struggle with
idolatry of all sorts, every one of us does. Yduwstlggle with the idolatry of money. If you tahde
making an idol of money is no problem at all, | wboot believe you. You do not know your own
heart. You cannot live in this culture without madian idol of materialism. Another idol we all gigle
with is that we believe we have a right to the piirsf our own personal happiness. That is pathef
foundation of America and the way we think aboutselves. But it is an idol to live for my own
happiness. God promises me happiness, but itlisidsmit to Him. He gives us everything for our
enjoyment, the Scripture says. | am called to wiptdbve, serve, and adore Him even if all of my
happiness gets taken away in this life. We argormnised that everything is going to be smootthis t
fallen world. Some of you struggle with these tlingou or members of your own family struggle with
health, cancer, and other difficulties. | canneg lfor the pursuit of my own happiness. We all how
idols of one kind or another. When we seek to ustded people and when we seek to build bridges, we
need to recognize that we do not speak from aiposof superiority. We also wrestle with the same
challenges that dwell in the hearts of those torwhee speak. Commit yourself to understanding the
mind and the heart.
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We spoke earlier about Jesus’ encounters with pe&jlr example, look at the rich young ruler in €uk
18 who comes to Jesus with the question, “What indstto inherit eternal life?” Jesus often asks
guestions of those who come to Him. He asks questar two fundamental reasons. One reason is
because He desires to know and to understand wiratiperson’s heart and mind. He wants to know
what is shaping their lives. The knowledge of peapt not come automatically to Christ. He is truly
human. He had to grow in wisdom. He was not boith an instant knowledge of everything in the
universe. He is truly human as well as truly Goat ¥8nnot get our minds around that. We simply have
to affirm both of these things. His humanity is gere. He says He does not know when the second
coming is going to be. How do you get your mindusua that? | do not try to get my mind around it.
God is more wonderful than any of us can begimtagine. Jesus asks questions so that He may know
people and help them understand themselves.

You may have discovered that the process of dismusshat you have with people helps people become
much clearer about themselves. They realize whéensao them, what they believe, and what is
shaping their lives. That is what Jesus is doingid-helping people understand the idols of thei o
hearts. Schaeffer says that if he only has an Wibrsomebody he spends the first 55 minutes asking
them questions. That way in the last five minutes&n say something that speaks directly to thesn. H
can speak with understanding. In getting to knomemne, an appropriate question to ask is if treee i
book or somebody’s teaching that is important emtland has shaped their life and understanding.
Then you should go and read that book. That is What did in Athens. He made the effort to do his
homework. | am sure he stayed up at night makingffamt to understand what the people thought. That
way he could speak words that made sense to thetspoke to where they were.

We find Jesus constantly speaking to where peaplenadhe Gospels. He speaks to the teachers of the
law. Already by the age of 12 He has done His hoankwo well that He is able to discuss with the
teachers in the temple. They are amazed at Hisrstaaheling. He worked hard to do that. He is truly
human. You find this all the way through the Gospdésus has a wonderful grasp of exactly where His
hearers are. He speaks with understanding to thAémether He is with country people, fishermen, or
farmers, Jesus understands them. He has madddhte ¥bu recognize this; Christ is your high pties
He is the One who knows you intimately. He undedsayou. What an encouragement that is to you!
He knows your heart and the issues you struggle. Wieé knows your sorrows. This is what Hebrews
4:15 says when it talks about the priesthood ofsthte “has been tempted in every way, just as we
are—yet was without sin.” He knows the weaknessatytou wrestle with. It is a very great
encouragement to you to know there is Somebodywnderstands you completely. You can take
anything to Him.

The same is true at our level with one another. MWjleal1 go to somebody to confide in them, you go to
them because you know that they are already beggrtoiunderstand you. You know that you can trust
them to understand you. When you come to themwhikyot just say, “This is the answer to your
problem.” They are not asking for a simple answéey are asking for understanding. They want you
to make the effort to listen, sympathize, and geelyiunderstand. We recognize as we relate to one
another as believers that God calls us to undetstaoh other and spend the effort to get to know
somebody. That way when we do say something to lsodyet is not like rubbing salt in a wound,
saying “peace” when there is no peace, or heabngebody’s wounds lightly. These are words of real
comfort, addressed to this individual in the stlegdhat they are having.

In exactly the same way, we are called to undedstaelievers. We should understand what is going
on in their minds, the devotions of their heaittg, things that they treasure, and the things tladttemto
them. When we speak we should speak words of gemusdom to them. This is pleasing to God. The
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Holy Spirit is the One who converts people. | carsanvert anybody. But God calls me to build wisely
He calls me to commit myself to understanding,d@llew to the Jew and a Greek to the Greek. If you
are spending time with someone who is a Musling tha Koran and understand them. You should be
able to say back to the person what they beliedendrat is shaping their life. It should be in a viagt
they can recognize themselves and be pleased Wil you have said. You should not represent a
caricature, causing them to say, “I certainly dolmgieve that. That is a misrepresentation of what
think.” Do not do that to people. This is the aadliof Christ, to incarnate the Gospel. It meangetio
alongside people, to understand their minds anénstahd their hearts.
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