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First Pastorate

Father, we thank You for this glorious day. We th#iou that we can be here to think and study tegeWe
pray that You will teach us. Father, we desiregarh Your mind for our own lives and ministrieotber
people as we look at one example of a couple Yisadaip to be Your children and Your servants in ou
generation. Father, we pray that You will help gise us understanding, and show us where we can tea
follow their example as they followed Yours, namy other way. Father be with us, we ask, in Jazarse.
Amen.

We reached the point in our last session wher&dhaeffers moved to Wilmington, Delaware to stutdiyath
Seminary. We discussed at the end the sad splitdbla place within the new Presbyterian churcldivtded in
two, and there were now two seminaries and two uhémations. Half formed Faith Seminary in Wilmingfon
Delaware with the Bible Presbyterian Church. DrRde was the president of the new seminary, antldnd

Harris, who later joined the faculty here at Coventaught there and so did George Seville, Edithtlser. He
taught Greek and missions.

It is interesting to look at the list Edith givessmme of the students who were there. Many of thean a
great deal to the history of the Reformed PreskaneChurch and the Presbyterian Church in Amef@4).
As well as Francis Schaeffer there were Doug ahd Young, John Sanderson, Art Glasser, Walter Cross
Herm Emerson, Jack Murray, and various other mem stihdied there at that time.

As well as being one of the students of the newisary, Schaeffer was tremendously involved in titisg
up of the campus. He was asked to go with EditWilmington to find a campus for the new seminarg. H
needed to find houses for the faculty, a dormifonthe students, and rooms for the classes. Hé witim
almost no money; they had $40 of their own to mwil as a down payment on the rent of these buitding
They found four buildings very close to each otéwed put $10 down on each of them. Then it wasdiigqg try
to equip all these houses and rooms with everytiiong washbasins and toilets to cookers and refuiges.
They had almost no money to do it on, so he wenirad junkyards all around the city, finding thirthat were
being through away or cost virtually nothing. He tpgether a whole truckload of stuff to get thenseary
started.

In the middle of all of this, their first child wdmrn. Priscilla was born in the middle of the suenras they
went through the move. Edith recounts a very angusiary in some ways of how everything was totally
chaotic. Francis, who had quite a short tempeomesways, got absolutely furious with Edith, théyahe
junkyards from which they got their stuff—who trismlcheat him—the traffic, and absolutely everythaise.
In the middle of all this he realized that God weaching him a lesson on patience and forbear&teshould
not just rush around actively at everything butlydae prepared to depend on Him. Suddenly in thddia of
it all when the last thing happened, which wasfia straw, Edith and her mother, who was with, hleought
this would be it. Now Francis was really goingase his cool totally. But he just said, “All righiord, | am
sorry. It is enough.” He realized that God was igigting him for his impatience and for his lack of
forbearance in difficult situations. He learnedesyimportant lesson then that stayed with himugtmut his
life in terms of how to cope with stress, straimg aifficulties that come your way. Sometimes weéhto be
prepared to simply endure those things. Getting@isty angry with other people, the situation, &wt is not
the way to deal with them.

Francis graduated the next year in the summer 88.19e had been a straight A student, and he veafirsit
new pastor to be ordained in the Bible Presbyte@iaarch. At his graduation they sang a song ttagtest with
Edith and him throughout their lives. It was “GiVengues of Fire to Preach Thy Word.” She recouats, fat
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that graduation, as they sang that hymn, it begdoe ther prayer from that time on that God woulskdiim a
tongue of fire to preach His Word. She prayed @ad would never let that fire cool off and thatvibuld be
with him throughout his life and ministry. She pedythat he would be able to speak God’s Word witthgue
of fire.

Francis was ordained into the pastorate the surhmgraduated from seminary. He pastored Covenant
Presbyterian Church in Grove City, Pennsylvaniawdat there in May 1938, right after graduationitiEdays
they were now in a new category, and an uncomflatahd invisible line separated the two of thenmfro
everyone else. That invisible line was the RevemmtiMrs. Francis Schaeffer. She realized immelgitte
way people began to treat you differently once wewe in the position of being ordained. It was stimmg that
neither of them enjoyed and always worked agairtsty desired to be not set up on a pedestal ordedany
differently from anyone else.

Sadly, one of the areas where we have forgotterobtiee central teachings of the Reformation ishieu's
emphasis on the priesthood of all believers. WAvidemay pay lip service to that in our traditioreqly very
often in many evangelical churches our ministeessat up as a new priest. That is what creates that
uncomfortable invisible dividing line that sets p&ooff. They are put in a separate holy categang it is
something we need to work against.

The Schaeffers were at that little church in Gr@Wy for three years, from 1938 to 1941. It way tivhen they
went there. It was a brand new Bible Presbyterfarrah. There were 18 people who left the big libera
Presbyterian church in the town, and they meté/American Legion hall. Schaeffer was paid $100oatmto
cover all his expenses. Their rent of $36 a moathth come out of that, and $5 a week went towaod.fSo
they lived on a fairly skimpy budget in a littleaagment next door to the American Legion hall. Bdé&counts
the very first sermon that he preached there. @e R84 ofThe Tapestryshe talks about how every week as
he preached she would pray for him. What she say®ith reading out in full because it is very nmgyiand it
is also tremendously important for those of you \ah® going to be pastors or pastor’'s wives. It is a
tremendously important word. She says,

What about the pastor’s wife? For me | felt my viely responsibility, along with caring for Priseil
was never to stop praying for Fran as he preadHetl.keenly that it was up to me to pray for the
power of the Holy Spirit for the Lord’s words to bven for the message to really touch, not only
others, but the speaker himself. “Speak to himthnaligh him,” was not just a formula of prayer. It
became the cry of my heart. This was to continveuth the years, and it was very possible and
practical (I know because now | have 45 years liehir) for me to continue that prayer no matter what
Even if we had just had a fight of some sort befuespoke, it was very possible and practical fertan
sit under the Word of God, really forgetting anythhpersonal, to listen to what was coming forth #nd
be thankful that Fran was hearing this as welbasear it myself. In the hope of helping some new
young pastor’s wife, | would say that it is impévatnever to sit thinking, “How can he say that whe
he has just been so unreasonable?” It is impertdibelieve that God is able to speak through tiee o
for whom we pray and able to speak through us tugsevhen we ask Him to and at the same time to
know that the speaker is being spoken to. To feslno one can preach who has not been perfelogin t
area on which he is preaching about is to missdalty of the truth of what fallen human beinge ar
like and what the Word of God is like. To grow stoive for reality, to call out to the Lord for
forgiveness, and to seek to live in the light o MVord are, of course, important. But perfectionasto
be reached in the land of the living, though wecaléed to teach a perfect message, which has come
from the perfect God.
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One of the things | enjoy about this book is the wiae is so refreshingly honest about the diffieslof their
relationship. It is something, sadly, that is veage in Christian biographies and autobiograpltesth’s words
are tremendously profound because it is very aasymarriage or in any situation where we know smme
really closely to think, “How can this person shgge things?” | know for myself in preaching somes one
cannot help but feel hypocritical about some oftthiegs that one says. | always feel that, firsalgfl preach
to myself and only then to other people. EverytHipgepare is for me to hear first and then othierether
words, in preparing, one sits under the Word of Goeself. | do not just think, “That is what thgemople need
to hear.” | think that this is what | need to hdahink if that is one’s mentality, it will comeceoss in one’s
message. The preacher is not up front pointinditiger at people, saying, “This is who you oughb&”
There is some humility that comes across in thesaggs “This is what we all need to hear, me indude/ith
that it makes it much easier for the one in thatjposlike Edith, the wife, friend, or one’s chileln, to be able
to really pray, even if you have had a fight or&&een arguing about something to the last monegotdyou
left the car to enter the church. That is the husiaration we find ourselves in. There is no on®\gnot a
sinner and does not have family fights, difficidtiarguments, and struggles of one kind or ancibmetimes.
Sunday morning can be tremendously chaotic as goyayrself ready to go off to church with your fgm
There has to be the preparedness to forget alatithpray for God’s work to be done in the situatnd to sit
under the Word oneself. Her words there are treimesigl helpful.

Francis was the pastor of this little new churcksnove City. It did not even have any children. Therch was
so small that the parents felt that the childreah toakeep going to the Sunday school class in itpelurch
from which they had come. They needed to havegetagroup to be with on Sunday mornings. So themew
just 18 adults at the beginning of that little atur

Let us talk about what they did and Grove City amt form Francis’ ministry took. His first thoughvis to
begin to reach out to children. They did not hane ohild, so he decided first to have a hot dogtrdde went
out in his car, saw some kids playing by the sidéne street, and asked them if they would likedme to a
hot dog roast. It was two or three boys, and tlggged to come. So he asked the boys to take hiheio
friends. They went out and gathered up a carlodddst They found 17 kids on that first occasiaqyashed
them all into his Model A Ford, and brought thenckdarhese were children from non-Christian homes. H
gave them a hot dog roast and talked to them aheudreation and the Fall. From that evening onwaedvas
called “Rev” by these kids. That was their affectite name for him.

He started a boys’ group like that that met redyldr was made up of kids whom he found on theeis
playing around. They decided that first summer thay would immediately have a summer Bible sclevein
though the church had no children. Francis wouldatithe camp and do some teaching. Edith’s mathee
to help with teaching. And some of the ladies fritve church said they would help in various waydwit
How would they get children to come, though? Ther@wonderful passage in the book on page 206evher
Edith describes the visiting team and how they veent They got kids to come by gathering the boith w
them who came to the first hot dog roast. They vedinin Francis’ car up and down the streets, sitogat
houses where someone knew someone else. He would tgathe door, introduce himself, and explairt tha
they were going to have a free Bible school. Th&Eldn were welcome to come. They also made various
advertisements.

They did not have any idea when the Bible schoghhevhether anyone would come at all. It was awegek
Bible school, and on the first morning they wersrtendously apprehensive, waiting to see what wioajghen.
The Lord had blessed their visits from door to dmad house to house, and on the very first morighg
children came! By the end of the two weeks, theeeawnore than 100 kids in attendance. All throurggirt
ministry they were both tremendously gifted in wiackwith children. God blessed that gift. Workinghw
children was one part of their work. Eventuallyun&ay school developed, but it began with the logt asts,
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the boys’ club, and the summer Bible school.

A second aspect of their work there was with yopegple. One summer they met Mrs. Eleanor McClesky
from Atlanta, Georgia. She had started a high slclvodk called the Miracle Book Club. They becanfelong
friends with her. They started a Miracle Book Cinltheir home in Grove City, reaching out to highaol
kids. Each week they had a group of kids coming their house. It was mostly kids from non-Christieomes
who came.

After a little while, they moved to a larger houieey found an old house toward the country that asically
falling down. They worked on putting it back togethusing their creativity in various ways. Theofas were
made from old car seats, which Francis put a woddane around and she covered over with materighé
went around visiting people, he picked up bits piedes, like an old butter box lid, which she turingo a tray
by burning a fruit pattern on it to match theirtaims. They were always able to make something nesy with
very little. No matter how little money they habey ended up with a situation that was really h&éduPeople
really enjoyed coming to their house they felt atne and welcomed.

Another building project Francis was involved immeas the church began to grow. They needed a place
their own, so he found a little church buildingttixas going to be destroyed when the valley wasdiéal by a
dam. He and the men from the church went out, ibagart, and rebuilt it for their congregation.

A third aspect of their ministry, which is tremendty important in understanding Francis’ minisisyhis
commitment to pastoral visiting. As Edith saysstisisomething he was very gifted at. He kept waylat it
over and over again. It is very easy for a past@ $mall church to be basically lazy as he wondéie he can
do. One could simply spend one’s time sitting s $tudy doing some good studies, but in terms tofadly
getting out and building the church, sometimekelitan be done. Francis did an enormous amounsiting,
though. He visited the 18 members of the churadngalvith their relatives, and anyone in need in the
community whom he heard about. He also visitedlegbyuthe parents of any of the children who caméhe
hot dog roasts, the boys’ club, or the summer Bsbleool. He visited all of those families.

One of the things that he started to do at that tiwhich became a pattern of his whole life, was when he
visited people, he often took work with him to ¢te found that most people are much more prepareshtty
open up and talk about themselves and have deemgoitation in a less formal setting than sittingvdan a
pastor’s study and talking face to face. He wottdrotake along a chair to sand or some work toAdahe
farmer he visited milked his cows, Francis had gbimg to do as well. He found people would be faren
open that way. He also often took their baby girsétlla with them. Edith recounts on how one odcahe
came home without her. Edith asked where she washa said he did not know. He had to go back atean
all the houses he visited that day, and eventhalfound her playing happily in someone’s home! ihany
years he took one of his children with him whemleait on pastoral calls. That was a third aspebiof
ministry. He was committed to making pastoral gisile got alongside people, was prepared to share t
Gospel very straight with them, talked about tlo@n personal needs, and prayed with them.

A fourth aspect of ministry was the Schaeffersoggution of the value of prayer. Edith recounts hibere was
one lady in the church who suffered from multiptéesosis. She was tremendously ill and could hamnabye.
She had to be fed liquid food because she couldhei on anything solid. All her muscles were biegk
down. Francis Schaeffer regarded her as one ohtst important members of the church, because ake w
constantly praying for people. He could go to heat ahare with her the needs of people, particidads of the
church, and areas of concern. He was sure thavstlkl devote her days to praying for the needsaif t
congregation. He genuinely regarded her as oneeainiost important people in that congregation.Hor
there were no insignificant people. There were @opte who have no part to play in the life of Gookpple.
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They also carried on praying fervently for his famit was during their time in Grove City that Haher was
converted. It happened after his father had a stamle day. He sent immediately for his son. Wheméis got
there, the very first thing his dad said was, “Seil,me about this Jesus you believe in.” It waentthat they
sat down together and he was able to share withHerhad talked with him many times before, butnas
able to share with him again, and his father becar@aristian at that point. From that point on,father was
alongside them in the work they did. His father'sntality changed. Instead of regarding his sond@®rae and
a parasite because he was a minister, he was noeos@ who was committed to what he did. He supgorte
him in any way that he could. He helped them ow &anily in one way or another. After their yeafgrayer,
his father was converted.

Over time the church grew, and the Lord blesse®&ttaeffers’ efforts in visiting and reaching aukids and
young people. Within the three years of their tilmere, the church had grown to 110 members. There w
new people and unbelievers who came every Sundegy Were only there for three years, not becalsenhs
what he had planned, but because one of the eltlere point made the remark that he felt thatstopaays
all that he has to say in three years. After thaiis time to move on, and sadly, sometimes thatiés If a
pastor simply gives out what he learned in semia#ter three years, he usually has given everythengas to
say. Then he goes on somewhere else and sayakdlsags again. Of course it should not be that, \wat
Schaeffer was very young. This was his first pad&grso he thought that is what he should do whathrémark
was made. Even though they became very close thadé people and had a very flourishing work, diethat
he ought to move on.

Francis Schaeffer was a tremendously hardworking. Méhen we get to the section about Schaeffer’s trm
Saint Louis, | will have to share some of the tlifdrs. Magginoe, who was his secretary, recenily tteame.
We were laughing together about how difficult itsata work with him because he worked so hard. He
expected everybody who worked with him to work edibly hard as well.

Let me tell one story that she mentioned. Sometsheswould babysit their children when Francis wais
speaking somewhere in the evening. They came backeven if it was two o’clock in the morning, heuid
say to her, “How about some dictation?” He woulctatie a few letters before she went home for hgrte up
the next morning. My wife was his secretary at pamt as well, so she would be totally sympathtgistories
like that. She had many to recount herself of itme$ that his demands for work from those who wodnkéh
him seemed completely unreasonable. It was newause he expected other people to work hard butatid
work hard himself. It was simply what he always kichself. He worked tremendously hard, and thatdrad
effect on everyone around him because they hatk hard also.

The Schaeffers left the church in Grove City in 1L98rom there they went to Chester, Pennsylvarti@revhe
became the associate pastor in a much larger chigight around the time of their move, their secohid,
Susan, was born. Also during this period he becaimgerator of the Great Lakes presbytery of theeBibl
Presbyterian Church. The Bible Presbyterian Churé@hester, Pennsylvania had about 500 members. The
pastor was Dr. A. L. Latham, who was in his 70$1&&dfer went there as the associate pastor. Thssavl@rge
church that had come out of the main Presbytehamnch because of liberalism. As usual, they losirth
building, so they had no building. The denominatiad taken it from them. They met in an old mils e was
not the main pastor in this place, Francis’ worlswether varied. He preached on Sunday eveningszemd

an enormous amount of time doing pastoral visitithg.also worked with young people in Bible clubd an
summer Bible schools.

Let me make a few comments about his ministry endurch in Chester. As we go along, | want to jpick
things that tell us something about how their niigideveloped. This includes areas where they \g#ied
and things that they were committed to. God shalpedifts He had given them and the experiencesliad

© Fall 1989, Jerram Barrs & Covenant Theologicah@eary



Francis A. Schaeffer: The Early Years Lesson 4, page 6

for the work that was to come later. God alwayssdbat with all of us. There are patches of owrdiwhere
we wonder what value it has, but in the providesic&od, He will use it at some point in our futuvée may
be quite sure of this, though we have no idea vdrdrow that will be. We must be careful not to stshat,
because we have had certain training or experiemeemust do a certain thing right now. Insteadsiveuld
put ourselves in God’s hands and say, “Lord, | aepared to do what You call me to do, and | witie the
working out of how all these things come togetiméo iYour hands. You are the Lord of my personaionys |
am not.”

The first point | want to make is that in his paate in this church, he worked with a wide rangpadple. As
it was a bigger city church, there were some peaple you could call intellectuals. There were unsity
students who came to him with their questions daisetheir study. He was prepared to sit down essijfeand
talk to them. At the same time, he spent a grealt afehis time visiting and talking with shipyardbvkers.
There were many people like that in that churchl, lza felt perfectly comfortable with people likathAt the
time they would have been astonished if anyoneshatlhe was a person who only reached intellectliabst
certainly was not true, nor was true it at any pairhis life. It is a misunderstanding that ari§esn looking at
the books he has written and thinking that his wholinistry was that kind of output. Francis relate@ huge
cross-section of people.

Edith mentions imhe Tapestryhat they all appreciated his preaching in thechuPeople from all walks of
life said you could always understand him and hesaphing. They said they learned so much when he
preached. He spent a lot of time working with negdd children, as they now had a ministry in a thigre. He
spent time working with children with Down syndronf®r him it never really mattered who the persasw
whom he sought to serve. Whether the person wasvarsity professor or a child with Down syndroniet,
was someone who God put in his path, then it wasesoe he was called to serve and be helpful tahEdi
recounts how he went twice a week to teach a hig who had Down syndrome. Eventually anotherdchil
started coming as well, and they worked with caldseocks and helping the child in his developm&ath
these children with Down syndrome really beganrampess during the time he spent with them. Herckgh
that as just as important as anything else thaideHe also spent quite a lot of time in the bar€hester. He
went into them and talked to men there about thgp€lo Sometimes he dragged them home before tleey sp
their whole week’s wages on drink. He worked willsarts of people. When they built a new churoéré) he
helped design it. He had some talent in that axa his background engineering and technical drgwite
helped design it and worked alongside the menettiurch on the scaffolding as they built it.

The second thing | want to mention about their tthrexe was a summer camp that they did in thest fiear
there. It was a Bible camp in the Blue Ridge Moingaf Virginia. It was rather different from anyle camp
they had been to before. They planned that it woeldor all ages, so they had tiny babies thougipleein
their 60s in attendance! It was a two-week camg, 8 people went to it. Edith says it was someghivat
they saw later as the integration of the ages. bt good to constantly separate people off igiogroups. In
our churches, people need to be integrated togatitehave family experience of people of all aggether.
This group of people included many children who hader been in the countryside before in theirdiviehat
time out in the Blue Ridge Mountains was the higjfiliof their whole lives.

Just before they left they discovered the cookatowlt come, so Edith had her first experience okoa) for a
large group of people. She just said she would,dond she cooked with the assistance of someeddttier
women for these 118 people. If you read this seahd he Tapestryshe really worked at making it creative.
This was something she always did when she prepaoed The kitchen may be left in total chaos, &ndn
testify to that having worked in her kitchen foyear, but where people ate it was always beautfutrything
would be beautifully set out, and even if there wasa lot of money to spend, the food would belyic
prepared. It looked wonderful on the plate, anglas a situation in which people could really sivdorelax,

© Fall 1989, Jerram Barrs & Covenant Theologicah@eary



Francis A. Schaeffer: The Early Years Lesson 4, page 7

and feel comfortable, welcomed, loved, and caredTiois was because of the amount of care thagbad
into that preparation. Her first experience of tinaa big way, which helped her in L’Abri yearsdatwas
cooking for those 118 people at that camp. She a&bdkeatively with the budget she had. She comnikats
some of the people enjoyed that camp so muchhlegtdid not want to leave it. They wanted it toago
forever! Along with all the family atmosphere, thwgrked at making it a lot of fun with hiking, Bibktudies,
and other activities.

A third point | want to make is something that be¢@be a concern for Francis. He wondered how tnd’s
people should spend the Lord’s money. Are we gtorndp the Lord’s work in the Lord’s way? The chuich
Chester built a large new church, which would begagte for the needs of the church for many yeacsme.
But immediately some people in the church wantestdaa building an even bigger building so that filet
building would eventually become Sunday school rec&thaeffer began to have very serious resergation
about that kind of approach. He felt there werensmy desperate needs for the money that the Lpetiple
give. Should it just be spent on building brick andrtar that is not needed at the present timbarhbpes that
they would have an even bigger building at somatgaithe future?

They were there at Chester for just a few yeard they moved on from Chester to Saint Louis where h
became pastor of the Bible Presbyterian Church ldeger became Covenant Presbyterian Churchy Wese
in Chester from 1941 to 1943. He was concerned tneway money was spent and over the way theygtitou
of the buildings they put up. They needed to ttdabkut what importance they had. It was not that the not
need a building, but they had to determine thearjties. They thought about how they do the Lond@rk,
praying for His direction and giving their moneyHam for His control. It is so easy for the chutchbecome a
place to build an empire in one form or another.

A fourth point about their time in Chester is thedmmitment to the seriousness of prayer. Theyfalsa
seriousness of talking to people, whoever theyaatewhatever their situation. We need to have aeseh
urgency about the task that is before us, botlomrounicating with people and in depending on Gaodnvicat
we will do. Edith describes how, when Francis’ &athied after being in a coma for several dayshatiugh
the time that he was in the coma, they carriedragipg with him, talking with him, and reading tBéle to
him. They had no idea of whether he heard thenobrThis was something that | have heard him sa&y and
over again. Even if the doctors tell you when youwachospital visit that this person cannot undeibsigou or
hear you, that there is no point in talking to théimat there is nothing there any longer, Schaseftdtitude is
not to take any notice. You should go, spend tirita thhem, love them, say encouraging things, car¢hfem,
and carry on speaking to them. They did this withdwn father. It was something he stressed oveoaer
again.

| had a striking confirmation of his encouragementio this with a friend of ours in England. It wagirl we
knew very well who was a nurse. One day as sheedttough London, she felt a brain hemorrhage cgmin
on. She was able to drive herself to the hospitere she worked, climb out of the car, and thelapsé on the
steps. She was taken into the hospital and wemtitbma for several months. | talked with herraféed
about what it was like. During that period she damlake no indication that she could understandas aware
of anything. The doctors did not think she was axdranything. She could not move her eyes to giwekind
of indication that she could see, hear, or undedstgaything. She had no control over her bodylabat she
said that all through that time she was totally @@t everything that was happening. Very partidyla
because she could not do anything else, she bemeunaly conscious of the way people treated heneSo
people came into that room and just regarded hartésb of matter just there on the bed to be deidiit She
needed to be moved around, fed, and watered. Bug¢ people had no compassion or concern for heerOth
people who came in really regarded her as a pergem though there was no longer any sign of a pdrsing
present. They still cared for her, encourageddmed,spoke to her as if she could hear even thdwghdid not
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know if she could. She says the very worst thirgg bappened in the whole time was on the day tltebsgan
to come back and have control over herself. A docdme into the room just a few minutes after stgab to
regain control, and he saw that she was cryings Wais the first sign of any kind of physical reactat all. He
realized what was happening, so he immediatelyputn a wheelchair and wheeled her into a classetfical
students as an object lesson. Rather than sittmgndvith her and saying that it was wonderful te sdat was
happening, he treated her as something to be gesgpla

This is a tremendous temptation to all of us. hdbwant to make a point about the medical protesdiut we
need to consider how we treat people who are sgwdisabled. This applies particularly to peopleondo not
appear to be responsive. We have no way of knowhngther they are or not. In her particular case,cgime
back from such a situation as that, and all the titme had been aware. This was something that fiahae
thought was tremendously important. Our urgencyomhmunicating with people is so great that evehaf/ do
not appear to be able to physically respond, we bakeep on talking. And we have to keep prayorglie
work of the Holy Spirit in them. It is never toddauntil someone has died to communicate the tauthem. So
we keep praying for God to work in them.

One last point about prayer is in the Schaeffdnsrch, a little girl became sick with an incuratdegue
disease. The doctors said that she would die,leeré tvas no hope at all. The mother of the lititeagked
Francis to come and pray with her. This was somgthe was prepared to do and did over and ovenagai
throughout his life. He took James 5 seriously.cHime and got a little bottle of oil from Edith, amel went
with some of the others from the church and prdgetier. From that day she started to recover timeil
disease was completely gone. The doctors had naretn for it at all. Edith makes some very intpat
points in writing about this. Even though Franaiaygd, and on this occasion God chose to healhita they
never took that as something automatic. It is sdhaugh you can put some money or a prayer ané sdm
into a slot machine and expect God to answer ertin way. It simply does not work that way. Somets
God’s answer is no, and sometimes His answer isWescannot demand that God answer our prayers in
certain ways. For him it was simply a matter ofdibace to God’s Word. God’s Word tells us to dstlsio we
must be prepared to do it and to pray, believiag @od is able to heal. Sometimes He does, astrsituation.
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