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Saint L ouis and Children of Christ

Before we move on to the Schaeffer’'s move to Saonis, there are a couple more things | want totadehat
| said in the last section on their time in Penwnagla.

My fourth point about their time there had beendh®ghasis on the urgency of prayer. | wanted to add
something Edith shares The Tapestrnabout her anxiety with regard to moving to Saiatiis. She recounts
how the children were so well settled where theyewe school and in their home, so she was veryoaisx
about moving. As they began to pray more and mibogitethe possibility of the coming move, she needed
some kind of direction from the Lord as to whettier move was right. They had many people in theathu
trying to persuade them not to go. These wereodis ©f people whom they respected, which maderig v
difficult as they prayed about their future. Shét@® on page 225 about how God’s answer to herepsdpr
confirmation about the move came to her. She wagimy, quite tearfully, thinking about the futuneda
whether they should move or not. She needed soreetion from the Lord. As she kneeled, cried, arad/ed,
she started to sing. She tells what she sang, wiasha verse of one of her favorite hymns by Frauidley
Havergal. But when she went to look it up afterwatte discovered that that verse was not parteofigimn. It
was a new verse that God had given her in that maritevas a tremendous encouragement to her. Tindsv
that she sang were “My will made known to theehasitdost wait on Me / The future now thou canstssat /
But | will work for thee.”

These were God’s words of encouragement to hery Weee quite a turning point in Edith’s live. Shedna
tremendous sense of knowing that we can turn tov@aeh we are in need. He will direct us in the weat He
wants us to go. This is an element that became aratenore apparent throughout the rest of theirgtmn
When you come to the years of L’Abri, you can seeah openness to God to be able to work in tinslin
ways that were quite unexpected. They did not md @ a box and say that He could only speak tmtime
certain ways. They had a readiness to be openganidving and speaking into one’s own personal life.

The fifth point | want to make is something aboliéstening and the Lord’s discipline. Edith recouhis with
regard to herself. | mentioned last time how Frauearned something about the Lord’s disciplinkignanger
as they moved to seminary in Wilmington. This tiitnlead to do with Edith and the move to Saint Lo&ke
had all sorts of plans about what they would domthey got to Saint Louis. It started off with lsaying that,
whatever else happened, they would not be livingpimeone else’s house when they got there. Shedvamt
have their own house from the day they arrived. [&kething she would do was take her husband hitdren
and go and stay with someone else. She felt thatneta good way for a new pastor to begin his vioik new
situation.

So entirely by herself, she set about planning Bbe/was going to do this. She arranged that shé&lvgou
down to Saint Louis and find a house. She had aungey tape with her to start measuring for cudaias soon
as she found the house. Everything was plannedindtthe ticket was bought to go by train. She riless in
detail what happened as she ironed her blousééosdcond time, quite unnecessarily, making sate th
everything was exactly right. She was always verycerned, and still is, about what she wore. Skieaha
accident with the iron. It basically blew up in liace. She was taken into the hospital with seategree
burns. She describes what happened then as a maentGod chastened her. She did not believe that H
caused the iron to blow up; she has never hackihdtof view of bad things happening, as if Gocedily sent
them. James says that God does not tempt us withemause He is not evil Himself. He is able te gach
situations to chasten us and discipline us. Frazanse home and found her in this state with hex Bdeeding
and her eye damaged from the explosion. Edith paat how she was rushed to the hospital, and when
she lay on the table and they bandaged her umkolike a mummy with her head twice as big as ndrste
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still said, “I have to go and catch that train & tp Saint Louis and find this house that we ik in so we do
not have to stay with anyone else.” She says, “BMhivas laying on the table, a change had comeeinl imad
said meekly and with confession of my sinful stulsbwill, which had not even asked for the Lord’dlwl am
sorry, Lord. | will stop my struggling against Yowill, whatever it is. | see now that this has beédmy
scheme, and I give up. | will not go until we atl.d will stay at whoever’'s home you want us toysteShe
learned a lesson there about not making your oansplvithout asking for God’s blessing. She leatoedait
on Him and be prepared to do whatever He wants ds,teven if it is difficult.

She goes on to speak about chastening and how tampdris that when someone is chastened, itis no
someone else’s job to point out that you are behlagtened. With the situation | mentioned befoleemthey
had their accident in the car and Francis got godsly angry, she did not say to him, “Now the d.ds
teaching you!” On this occasion he did not sayeq MEdith, do you realize the Lord has been tryimget
through to you, and you have not been listening® Ne is chastening you.” She points out that ite@ser our
place to rebuke one another in that kind of way.dhauld not point out to one another what God'stdrang
is. It is something individual, between us and loeavenly Father that we have to learn before Hims.durs to
bow before God when we understand what He doesritivees. She points out that the personal relatigmwe
have with Him is not simply in wonderful prayersrigpanswered. She gives many examples of answered
prayer in her books. But our relationship is albowt experiencing the discipline of the Lord.

That takes us onto the next section, which is theento Saint Louis. They moved to Saint Louis ipt8eber
1943. They now had two children: Priscilla, who v@aand Susan, who was 2. Francis became the pddtor
Bible Presbyterian Church, which was at that tim@ased down in the city on Union and Enright. Lrate
became Covenant Church and has long since movadtowest county. At that time it was down in thgy.
When they arrived, they stayed in the home of drteefamilies in the church for the first threedaa-half
months. This was the very thing that Edith hadsetuto even consider. They had a wonderful relahignwith
that family and remained friends with them for yeand years afterward.

Let me make a comment before | go into particubduthieir ministry in Saint Louis. | talked to sonmeowho
was a member of the church in that time who waadtsasecretary during those years. She said he tase
preach sermons that were almost always 45 minatas hour. Some people found that difficult, esplécif
they had to be back home by 12:30 and he did n@fiuntil then. They had to catch the tram backierever
they lived. He was involved in helping start seVeew churches and encouraged struggling churc¢tes.
worked in Poplar Bluff and Valley Park. There wasiasion in town on Sydney Street, and he helped th
church out in Afton. All of this was in addition tbe work in what later became Covenant Churchs period
in Saint Louis saw the maturing of his pastoralsgiin speaking to me about this the other daysédsetary
said that everyone came to him for counsel, pramt,encouragement. His practical wisdom as a paste
tremendously appreciated by the congregation. Thaé&fers moved on Christmas Eve, three-and-a-half
months after they arrived, into a house they booghiVaterman Boulevard. His address was 5248 Waterm
Boulevard in the city.

There are several main points | would like to makeut the Schaeffers’ time in Saint Louis. Thetfigswvith
regard to the use of their home. As soon as theyeohoto this house on Waterman Boulevard, theyabédg
use it for their work. This became a theme of tisdiple life. They felt a tremendous importance a¥ing an
open home. They practiced hospitality, invited peap for meals, and did things in their home. Tifgythat
one’s home should be a central part of one’s mmnigthey saw that as obedience to the New Testdsnent
commandment to practice hospitality. Very quickigy began a children’s class with friends of tlogn
children in their home. Some of these children wiesm Jewish, Roman Catholic, Lutheran, Episcopalznd
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non-churched families. They started a Bible clds®oat immediately with little children from their
neighborhood. Also very soon they started a womtaising class. They encouraged other women in the

church to start Bible classes in their homes. \&mortly, in fact, there were 20 women meeting girthome
each week and 20 classes for children in these wenhemes. When the women came to their home each
week, Francis and Edith taught the women who cémdéesson for the week as if they were childrere Bhade
flannel graph illustrations for them. They taudigrmn together, and then they all went down to tlselmeent to
make their own flannel graph illustrations for thawn lesson with the children. They discussedathek they
did together, prayed for various children who cdamtheir classes, and encouraged and supportedrmtber.
This was the beginning of what later was calledd®an for Christ. We will talk more about that inmeoment.

Also in their home they began to reach out to #weigh neighbors who lived around them. This became
theme that has been present with them throughetutlibes. They had a longing to be able to comroata the
Gospel to Jewish people. One of the first thingmEis wrote was a pamphlet, which was widely disted
around Saint Louis, called the “Bible-Believing @&tian and the Jew.” This was in 1943. They wenmy ve
strongly opposed to anti-Semitism, and that haagdvween one of the commitments of their minisdyd has
blessed that for Edith. He has given her persorsatige Francis’ death many opportunities to reaghtm
Jewish people. It was always a concern of thend,itawas fanned into flame at this time livingan area in
Saint Louis where there were many Jewish peoplenarthem.

They also had a wedding in their home. Edith dbserthis inThe Tapestrypn pages 239 to 240. It is quite an
amusing description. It is a good example of heativity and also, as she acknowledges, her pefesin,
which went over the top sometimes. She describesshe was three weeks from having her third balgetie
and because their home had a beautiful staircasengalown, they decided to have the wedding thehe.
took the place of the bride’s mother and prepahnedchbuse for the wedding. She cooked all the foodhie
wedding. If you ever had one of her meals, you khow beautifully she would prepare everything iolsa
situation. | can imagine the kitchen must have leetstal disaster by the time she finished. Sheatjohis
done, and she did not have a chance to get heesely. So she did not actually go to the weddingéie That
is a good illustration of her creativity, which waser used so much in L'Abri. She was prepareidke her
home and make it a place for someone else to ltaaetking that they would remember for the reshefrt
life. So using their home is one thing that thelued very highly. Later in her book she said, “Anidy is to be
an open door.” It is an open door to other pedplery Christian individual, couple, and family &lled to
open their home up to other people.

The second element of their work in Saint Louithis one that | want to concentrate on in this les#ids the
children’s work that they began there. As welllaswork they did in their own home, the work of idren for
Christ developed. It began formerly in December4l$dst a year after they came to Saint Louis \witdincis
Schaeffer as its local chairman. It began withgaesstion from Child Evangelism Fellowship (CEF)€Th
Schaeffers had been involved with children’s worth\CEF in Saint Louis, but they felt that they ded to
start something new, separated from CEF. Thisc¢sume of the conviction that anyone teaching tlidrem
ought to be a member of a Bible-believing churct thas part of a Bible-believing denomination. Thes in
order that when children were converted or becamezasted in the Gospel through the work of thdeBib
studies, they would then be encouraged to go tibkeBelieving church. Otherwise they possibly tiaa risk
of going to a church that was half liberal. CEFusefd to take a stand on this. They felt that thesevhappy to
have anyone as a teacher who was a born-again@icg hristian regardless of what church theyewer
affiliated with. But at this time the Schaefferskahis view of separation very strongly. We witlnae back to
that later.
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They started this new work called Children for Ghrlt is very interesting if you read the minutéshe

separation between what they did and what CEFTdidy were very careful not to criticize or challerthe
spirituality of any of the people involved who staywith CEF. The division that came about was doree
very careful way so that it would not leave bitesga afterward. They had seen enough of that alrieatig

split that took place a few years before when he avaeminary student. The three words that wermrt arse¢heir
brochures to describe the work of Children for €hwere separated, church centered, and compleper&ed
meant that everyone teaching in the Children faistlelasses was required to be an evangelicalsbkms but
also a member of an evangelical church that wagwmotved in the World Council of Churches (WCC)tbe
Federal Council of Churches. They worked with pedpm any evangelical denomination. There was a
commitment to a broader evangelicalism. They didwark only with people within a Presbyterian or
Reformed context. They were prepared to work with @/angelical church that was not a part of theGVC
The work was church centered, and this was ones grimary distinctives. Every group was encouraiged
work through a particular evangelical local churather than being something that was separateniesoe’s
home. The work was developed through local chursbebat the children were tied to a church. It was
complete, which meant that it had a seven-poingianm.

Let me go over those seven points, which maderit emprehensive. The first part of it was homessdss.
These are classes like they had in their own hdmese classes were fairly structured, but theyshambre
informal atmosphere because they met in peopleiseso The children in these classes were of mixed.ag
There were a lot of choruses with action encourag@kd class was illustrated by felt graphs. Theyoeraged
the children to bring their friends, and they welnaracterized by a lot of Scripture memorizatioms |
interesting to read about it, because it is farariban you would find in almost anything today. feheras a
strong encouragement to those teaching the cléssggpeal to the children for a response to thgp€osnd
there was a strong emphasis on prayerful preparédrahe classes by the teachers. So there wene lotasses
that took place all over Saint Louis, 20 of whicare/from their own church.

The second thrust of this complete work for chifdiewhat were called released time classes. Atitne,
some states permitted children to be released $arool for one hour a week for voluntary religi@asication.
They required these to have a much more formal spphmere than the home classes. So the atmosphiesef
was school-like. It was a more formal educatiomaltext. The stress was very strong on memory wodk a
guestion and answer. The children had to do homewtre children were grouped according to theidgsaat
school. They involved a very clear evangelical dtdoeing very careful to distinguish what the e\aitgl
Gospel is from liberalism. That was the second pfitiis thrust. All over the city, there were gpsuof
children released from school one hour a week ¥ lizese released time classes.

A third element of this work with children was opain work. This was rather similar to their firsbvk in
Grove City where Francis went out into the highwagd byways and dragged children in. They wenirgot
the parks and public places to draw in unchurctdren. These were much more informal gatherifigey
had Bible stories, hymn singing, and outdoor atiisi They created a great big flannel board fes¢h and the
reverse of the flannel board was a slate board efithk. They could just flip it over and either uke slate or
the flannel board. These involved a lot of visitamyd very careful follow-up with the children tocenirage
them to come to others of the classes. So ther@pas-air work, going into the community and havitegsses
out in the park for anyone who came along.

The fourth element was called Empire Builders. Mas like Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts but with ai§tfan
emphasis. It had an emphasis on Bible study arstout craft. There was a lot of fun and games,amrtd
activities and hiking. At the same time there wiaat @f emphasis on Biblical study. In these grothpesy
encouraged the pastor of the local church to leadbys. They emphasized strongly that if the paitbit, he
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had to love children and he had to enjoy doing ooitéctivities. They met for worship and Bible stund the
church, but it was all very carefully structuregh&effer produced a 160-page workbook for the kidbese
classes. They regularly had advancement teststmdoout craft and in the Bible. They were dividiei two
groups, juniors and seniors. Another element ahtiaas a strong encouragement of leadership ameng th
children. They began to recognize boys and girle sdemed to have gifts of leadership to lead therstand

develop those gifts. This involved very carefuldal-up with the families, trying to draw the paremtto the
life of the church as well. What was unusual alibistis that it was all based on the local chuttivas not
something out in the community, but it was relatedy specifically to a church. That is why they em@aged
the pastor if possible to lead the group.

The fifth element was summer Bible school. Thegssted very strongly that this was not to be vagatio
playschool. It would be real school for four todiweeks each summer. They met five days a week 96t
AM to 12:00 noon. It was all very carefully workedt with a 12-year program. If a child went rightdugh
the 12-year program, they ended up with a diplontheaend. There were even report cards. Thereavatsof
door-to-door visiting by the pastor. Edith mentidrasv one summer Schaeffer visited over 500 hom&aint
Louis, as well as other people going out and ingitthildren to come. That first summer they had d@0be
summer Bible school for the whole month.

| remember talking to Harvey Woodson about thiengly. He told me how very seriously these thingsev
taken. On one occasion he recounts how he didmargl Francis was at his house that afternoomdoofut
what was the matter with him. He really followed d@any of the boys did not turn up, he went ausée
where they were. He wanted to see whether they siekeor there was some problem in the family. éfekt
his pastoral responsibilities tremendously serpgusktluding quite small children. He treated thalimas
individuals and followed them all up. He showedeecand concern for them as individuals. In theraem
Bible school, the children were divided into gradésian, Schaeffer’'s secretary, mentioned thattsiught
one of these classes, and she had 40 eight-yesrididt was her class! There was a huge summez Bablool
that took place here in Saint Louis. If possibheyttried to pay the teachers to make it practarayoung
mothers with small children to come. That way theyld have someone else look after their own tidg ko
they could come and help teach. Each day began2@ithinutes of worship, prayer, and singing ledhzy
pastor. Then there would be an hour class, 20 msnoft play, and another hour class. They had aibigc for
everyone at the end of the Bible school and amtpsight with the parents. Harvey mentioned to amel
Vivian too, what an enormous amount they were sb@®mmmunicate to these children during this period
Many of these were children brought from all ovam® Louis. They came from the inner city, northnba
Louis, and south Saint Louis to the summer Biblest. On the last night they would let their passkiiow
what they learned. They had learned an enormousiatngoiring that period of time.

The sixth element was camp. After the summer Bsbleool, there was a two-week camp. It had soméitegc
and a lot of fun. It was out in the country somekeh&ith good wholesome food. There was a fund @mrp
children from the city who would not be able tocaff to go so that they could go. The emphasisercdmps
was on conversion. Many of the children who cameevim non-Christian homes. For those who were
already Christians, the emphasis was on consegrditgmselves to God’s service. That was the sieiment: a
two-week camp after summer Bible school.

The seventh element was rallies. These were helchfluren from a larger area, for the whole Saimtis area.
Several different churches, with their own Empirgl@ers or home class groups, could all meet tageffhey
brought the children from a larger area togethieiTpurpose was to partly have fun by being togyeitih a
large group but also to show the children that theye not just part of a tiny movement of Chrissiafhere
were many other Christians, too. There might beqgage or two of them in their own particular schooktreet,

© Fall 1989, Jerram Barrs & Covenant Theologicah@eary



Francis A. Schaeffer: The Early Years Lesson 5, page 6

but from all over the area there were many Chnsti@ho could come together on an occasion like thgas
not just a handful of believers. Parents were @/ib come, but it was basically a kids’ rally. M&shaeffer

created an enormous shadowgraph with a big franteamdt a white sheet over it. Then she made life-sit
out cardboard and plywood figures, which they hédwalta hold behind it to illustrate whatever Bibtery they
used for the evening. Seven hundred children cantteetfirst of these rallies held in Covenant Chuittwas
reported in thé>ost DispatchThe article and the pictures are in the archindke library here at Covenant
Seminary. Those were the seven points of ChildoeChrist.

You can see that Children for Christ developed samething really big. They had a tremendous pagsio
reaching out to children and also a great deatgdmizational ability. They got down and did thinBy the
summer of 1945, the work of Children for Christ f@e national. It started in Saint Louis in the chuwvhere
Francis pastored, but in the next few months iabex a national organization. Francis Schaefferrhedts
director. They got student representatives at uarevangelical colleges and seminaries. There aréicdes
about the work in the Christian press. Schaeffertvaad taught training classes at some Bible cefldg raise
up teachers for these various activities of thddedn for Christ program.

They worked on children’s tracts as well. The Séfeag wrote some of these, and Edith’s sister, t)amete
one, which was illustrated by Edith. They produgede a bit of material themselves: the flannepfis the
shadowgraphs, and the Empire Builders manual. peeple like Marie Wallace, for example, produceshso
things for the children. As it became a nationglamization, it meant a lot of traveling for FranSishaeffer all
over the country in terms of encouraging groupstirer cities and churches all around the UniteteSti start
Children for Christ. By 1948, the work became fufiyernational, and Schaeffer became its internatio
director. By 1950 there were works in the Unitedt&, Alaska, Chile, Palestine, India, Japan, Esanc
Switzerland, Holland, Norway, and Finland. By 1962lso included Germany, North Africa, Brazil, and
Spain.

The Schaeffers carried on producing material feséh They wrote a series of Bible studies on tluk lod
Luke, which later becameverybody Can Knowlhey were written for the Children for Christ woikhey
created flannel graphs to go with them. These tess@re translated into French, Norwegian, Spaimsikgh,
Finish, Chinese, and Portuguese. It became aiftlynational work. Schaeffer wrote this in hiseditor’s
report in1953, which was after they moved to Euré@éildren for Christ is one of the greatest ligin
demonstrations of what can be done by the powt#reoHoly Spirit without great fanfare. It has gdram its
beginning in Saint Louis to national and internaéibsize so that at the present time 20 foreigmtraas, 35
states, and the District of Columbia have workthem. God has given international work to us witnyittle
human pressure.”

In all that time there was only one half salaryniggpaid to a half-time secretary, Ms. Bernice Killalrhe
Schaeffers did an enormous amount of work themseiwt no remuneration for it. Children for Chreitl not
pay them at any time. Some of their expenses warered in terms of printing and other things tineiyt
produced. But the work had cost very little moreyd it was in many different countries in differéariguages.
Let me repeat again what he said, because it besadhmean important thing to them, “Children for Shrs
one of the greatest living demonstrations of wiaat lse done by the power of the Holy Spirit withgreat
fanfare. God has given international work to ushwigry little human pressure.” The central thingehis the
tremendous blessing that God poured out on thikwane may add that they put an enormous amousffart
into it and really used their gifts in this workhi§ is a footnote: Children for Christ was eveniualosed down
in 1982. The remaining money was given to the htonéhe children of lepers in India. The Schaeffeas not
been involved in it for many years by that timetHe early 1950s, they stopped being directly imgdlin the
work of Children for Christ. As the work of L’Abkiegan to grow and take their whole time, other fgeop
carried on the work. Don McNabb became its directd@aint Louis.
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