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M oveto Europe

Father, we thank You for this really beautiful wesat We thank You for being able to meet together
now, and we thank You for the way You are challengs as we study the lives of Francis and Edith
Schaeffer. This is providing an opportunity fortaghink about all sorts of things that challenge o
own faithfulness and walk before You. We pray Yt will be with us in this class. In Jesus’ name.
Amen.

We finished last time with the Schaeffers in Phelatiia. Edith and the children were staying at Eisin
mother’'s home and having a difficult time thereriDg this time, Francis was traveling all over the
United States, speaking for the American CouncilGbristian Churches. He was reporting on his time
in Europe and speaking about what he was planoidg twhen they went to Europe in a few months
time. They had five or six months there. As we khabout this time in Philadelphia, the next point |
want to make is to look at several instances of'Sband over their lives.

The first example is their meeting with C. Evet&dbp, who was until very recently the Surgeon
General of the United States. In the year that thent to Switzerland to live, during those months i
Philadelphia, Priscilla, their eldest daughter (was 10 then) was very sick. She was sick for ngnth
on end and the doctor they were going to see foatioing wrong with her at all. They kept taking her
back. She did not get better, and the doctor iedidiat the problem must be psychiatric. He thosgbkt
was anxious about moving to Switzerland even thalghseemed delighted by the idea that they were
moving to Switzerland. Finally he said that he \wespared to give one last test and if he foundingth
at all then he would send her to see a psychiatlikile she was having this last test in the haspit
there in Philadelphia, a young doctor walked by said, “That child is ill.” And their own doctor
replied, “No, | do not think so, | have not beetealo find anything.” And this young doctor saidNd, |
am quite sure. There is no doubt about it; sendipg¢o see me.”

So, Priscilla was sent up to see this young dostar turned out to be C. Everett Koop. What she had
was some problem that he had been looking at aimg desearch on for some time. She had some
particular problem with her appendix, which he th@wk out on the spot. It was an important moment i
all their lives. It was the first time he came iteir lives, and of course they got to know himctmu
better later on. He came to stay with them in Ssviemd with his family a few years later, and they
became very good friends. Later on, of course, tik&d on the filmWhatever Happened to the Human
Race This was an important time in his life, too. Hemarked afterward that it was the first time he had
met Christians for whom God was real in their edasylife. It was his first contact with real
Christianity. When he went to operate on PriscHiancis Schaeffer was out of town speaking
somewhere. Francis sent a telegram, and Koop teadl. ilt was the first time that he had ever reatl

a telegram to a child before an operation, anddlegram said this, “Dear Priscilla, remember ymi a
underneath the everlasting arms. Love, Daddy.”fEcttmments on how Koop responded. Koop’s
response to this was, “God is real to these pe@idastianity really means something to them.”

That was a little example of God’s hand over thestory in the way that at that moment in theiebv
through Priscilla’s sickness and through what apgze#o be a purely chance meeting in the hospital—
Koop was not on this case at all, he was just pgdsy—that God brought the lives of these two peopl
together. And He had so much more for them togethtre future.

God had His hand over their lives, and He was takare of them in ways they did not understand at
the time. This is a theme that Edith keeps comamktio over and over again. That is why she chuose t
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title Tapestryfor the book. It was a word she had used manystinedore and that she was always using
to describe our lives as individual Christians. vy of our lives, God is weaving patterns intw o
existence, into our own personal history. And tigfoour history, as we are taken to places, as v me
people whom we have not planned to meet, God igimg people together. God is doing things. It is
like Schaeffer's image of the escalator: you sttegyer making a choice, you work hard at something
and then you look back afterward and you see thatyave been on an escalator that has been moving
all the time. God has really had His hand sovetgigmer your history. This is of course a wonddsful
comforting thing for all of us. If we have suchiaw it helps us to take what is happening in ouedi

day by day much more seriously. The people we ntieefpeople we talk to, and the events that happen
to us are not just random events, just occurringhance. God does have His hand over us, and He is
able to tie things together to weave His patteraunlife. He is preparing us for the good workatth

Paul speaks about in Ephesians 2:10, “For we ates@mrkmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do
good works, which God prepared in advance for wotd God has prepared beforehand good works for
us to walk in, and He is able to work in our litkat way. This is really a wonderful example ofttha

The second example of God’s hand in their livesnmduthis time was the choosing of the place where
they would live in Switzerland. They had absolutetyidea where they were going to go. Edith had to
go to the Swiss embassy to get this sorted ougusecFrancis was away so much at this time trayelin
She found that as she was filling in the forms tkenapplication to go and live in Switzerland thlag
had to name a place where they were going to gdiamdAnd one conciliar official said, “Go to
Geneva, that is the best place in Switzerlandv@iAnd the other one said, “No, no, you mustgo t
Lausanne. That is much nicer than Geneva. And eaaid, “Ok.” And she put down Lausanne on the
form. And then the official who had suggested Laungasaid to her, “Listen, | have to fly myself to
Switzerland very shortly to see my mother who isyvk, and | will find a place for you to staywill

find aponsiondor you while | am there.” This man had never met Ibefore and knew really nothing
about the Schaeffers apart from what she had beloh in those moments.

But in fact he went and did that when he went kacBwitzerland. You do not usually get this type of
treatment, as you will know if you have ever bezermbassies. The conciliar officials are oftenejuit
officious rather than helpful in this sort of waut the place he chose was the place they werggoin
live for the next few months. After they moved wi&erland they moved into th@nsioneof Madame
Turion at Rudiala forte at rosios lo sarto that was the second example of God’s care af theing
this time. They knew nothing about Switzerland Iseat all. They had no idea where they should live,
but this was the place God had clearly preparethfem.

The third example of God’s hand over them was toeipion for them of what later came to be called
the Praying Family. It is still called the PrayiRgmily right up to this day. As they departed frthra
United States on the airline of New Amsterdam, thag a prayer meeting in their cabin before they
left. At that prayer meeting were many of the peogho became the core of the Praying Family years
later. There were people from various parts of Bgivania who had been in the churches there, who
had been praying for them, who appreciated thamnistry, and who were committed to praying for them
now as they left. There were people from Saint E@und people from various moments of their lives
who really treasured what they had given to thethvaere prepared now to pray for them as they went.
And it was these people as well as members of dveir family, like Edith’s mother and father, to

whom the family letter began to be sent. If youdhagen the first volume of these letters, they star
August 9, 1948 when they arrived in Europe.

So, off they went to Europe. But | just wanted iweghose examples of God’s care for them as they
went. All three of these things | mentioned werangdo be very important in their lives later ornig
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group of people, the Praying Family, they regaraetiaving just as serious, just as important aipart

the life of the work of L’Abri (which developed mymyears later) as they did. And they meant thay ver
seriously. That is Edith’'s mentality, the mentalifyl.’Abri right up to this day: the people who géal
behind and who pray are just as important in thekvas you yourself are as you go to communicate the
Gospel to people. The Schaeffers really had theat it was not just a pious statement for themsThi
was a view that Francis would mention over and again. He emphasized the tremendous importance
of these people who had committed themselves tepr&o we see these three examples of God’s care
for them.

For the next little while they were on the moveadamily, as they really had been already for saver
months since they had left Saint Louis. They hatlyeery little of their own to make a home with.
Edith suggests that in a way they were like a sifamily for a while. She tried to do the best sbeld

to give them some kind of home life, even thougdytivere on the move. For the journey and then the
next few months as they were moving around Eursipe made the girls matching outfits in quite bright
colors so that they would be very easy to find simel would not lose them. | have lost one of my sons
twice in European cities, once in Paris, Francearwt in Salzburg, Austria. And if they are not
wearing something that stands out, it is very, \dffycult to find a child who is lost in a big git

But they arrived in Rotterdam, Netherlands at teey/\end of July, beginning of August in 1948. Edith
stayed there with the girls in a smadinsionan Scheveningen for two months. Francis had to dpen
most of his time in Amsterdam, as they were preygior the meeting of the International Council of
Christian Churches (ICCC). | suppose that wasyeh# first formal meeting of the ICCC. You
remember when he had come to Europe the year bibfarée had gone around everywhere
encouraging the pastors he met and the people himmwaious Christian organizations to take a dtan
with churches in America against the World Coun€iChurches, against the liberal theology that was
so much a part of it. And now he was preparinghierfirst set of meetings in Amsterdam of this sdrt
infant ICCC. So he was living in Amsterdam andiggtback to Scheveningen whenever he could to
spend time with Edith and the children. And she thase carrying on. Edith was learning to type and
so on and taking care of the girls. It was durimg time that he was preparing for these meetings a
attending these meetings in Amsterdam that he amésne else who would be tremendously important
in their lives. He met Hans Rookmaaker, who at tina¢ was a young art critic engaged to be married
to Anna Marie “Anky” Huiter. They liked each othenmediately and started to discuss the history of
art, philosophy, and art over and over again. Thegame very good friends and formed a friendship,
the four of them together, which of course lagghtrup to this day, though both Hans and Francis
Schaeffer are dead now. Anky Rookmaaker is sty weuch involved in the work of L’Abri in

Holland. She and her husband, Hans, were its fasritere.

Edith gives an interesting little example of howfidult life was in Holland in that time. With reg&to

the food (there was rationing still with everythinghe says, “The ration of food per person perwiay
one square inch of meat.” She points out that & eextainly not a cube of meat, it was flat. Andiyo

had no idea what kind of meat it was. But that what you had, just that little bit of meat everyda
Everything was rationed. You basically had potatoes cabbage and this tiny little bit of meat, dmat
was it. She said that by the time the Americansecaonthe ICCC meeting and were complaining about
the quality of their chicken and whatever else tiveye having in the hotels in Amsterdam, the
Schaeffers felt completely sympathetic to the Dygebple, who were really offended by the
Americans’ complaints about the quality of the faedhe hotels, which was of course far better than
what anybody else was eating.
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The other example of the rationing she mentionlsasas Hans and Anky were preparing to get
married, they just simply did not have enough ratig stamps to get sufficient towels, sheets, table
cloths, and so on for their new home together. &ithEsent to the United States for some. Anky was s
amazed by the size of the sheets, the generoud the cloth, that she cut lines off down the sided
turned them into table napkins because they wereusth bigger than anything she had seen at that tim
in Holland.

This is just an illustration of how much Europe lshanged since just after the second world wédragt
just changed so dramatically. Holland is a tremeistioprosperous country at this time, but it most
certainly was not in the late 1940s. So there these in Holland for a couple of months. They wemnt f

a short vacation in Brussels, Belgium and thensRater their time in Holland and spent quite aolbit
time at the Louvre looking at the wonderful extshit that museum. It is actually so enormous tbat y
go there and after a few hours you just feel extealugnd you have not begun to see what is therth Ed
recounts an example of how the whole family wak because milk was so expensive in Paris that she
bought some powered milk and mixed it up with waténis is a dreadful mistake even today in many
parts of France, sadly, and they all became tgrsiak.

They went from Paris to Lausanne, where they weneggto settle. The conciliar official from the
United States had his family come and meet thetimeatrain station. And Madamairion, the lady who
ran theponsionecame also. They lived there in Lausanne for seveaalths, really for most of the next
year. The time there was very difficult. They livedwo tiny little rooms. The girls had one little
bedroom where there was hardly room to walk aradbhededs. They had another bedroom just the
same size, which had to be their bedroom, theic@ftheir Sunday school, their church, their lgyin
room, and everything else. Thensionenad mostly old people in it, all old people | thiagart from
themselves, people in their eighties and ninelibsy were mostly old ladies and one old gentleman i
his nineties. It was not like being at home ata@llgcourse, in terms of the food they received tuad
baths—they were allowed one bath a week in twoaaaf water.

That reminds me of my childhood, but again thinggehchanged so dramatically. | can see Americans
just grimacing at the thought. You have to recogiimt some things are cultural that you do ndizea
as cultural but take for granted as a part of Meu may shower every day, but in many parts of the
world that is simply not possible, as there isthetwater available and it is not the practicehef t
people. But the Schaeffers found that very diffitidving just come from the United States. The one
redeeming feature was that fhensionewas in a really beautiful location. They had a lgwgew. It

was on the outskirts of the town, so they weretrigdar the country and could easily go out for walk

The children started going to a French-speakingalafight away. They were thrown in the deep end to
learn to speak French. That is really the besgttondo. Actually, if you are called to go and setle

Lord in some other country, the best thing to dermis to simply put your children straight int@th
school system. They will not sink; children haveaamazing ability to adapt and learn. Although, Edit
points out how Susan, their second daughter, saideapoint, “I do not understand the other gitls a
school, and | do not understand the teacher, and ©annot even understand myself.” She was
beginning to speak French, and she could not utadetsvhat she was saying.

Now, what were they doing there? This is reallyaarazing thing. The Schaeffers already had a
substantial ministry in the United States, but thagl really very little idea of what they were gpio

do in Europe. They were writing letters, and aaidl $ast time they had been sent to “strengthen the
things that remain.” | do not know how you woulelfé you were sent off to another country withttha

© Fall 1989, Jerram Barrs & Covenant Theological Seany



Francis A. Schaeffer: The Early Years Lesson 10, page 5

kind of mission, with such little definition of whgou were to be doing. | am sure you would naod fin
easy, no one would. But they just got to work.

Francis wrote a lot of letters. He had a correspand with all the people he had met the year before
1947 when he had been there. Edith was takingtaiotand typing those letters up. The family lester
kept him in touch with people in the United Statemncis and Edith were both beginning to do some
speaking in Switzerland, and they started ChildoerChrist classes. Edith started a class with isgve
women whom she would teach to lead Children forisEletasses. The Schaeffers went to various other
parts of Switzerland to encourage people to getd@m for Christ classes going. Francis beganye gi
lectures on church history and on where the chwah going, particularly concerning the struggles it
faced from neo-orthodoxy and the challenge of tHatspent some time traveling, and in fact as a
family they spent some time traveling. They hadddack to Holland that fall for three weeks td tizl
pastors there and to discuss the difficulties exdly liberalism in the orthodoxy in the church&sd
they also began to talk to individuals, which ofis®e was what L’Abri became.

At that time they had no idea of the developmerit’dbri at all; they simply began to talk to

individuals and to pray for them. They started hg\a church service in that little apartment in
Lausanne. As | said, their bedroom was their roonciurch. Edith writes this on page 290Tbke
Tapestry “Fran felt very responsible to preach for us reseof sermons through the Bible, Old and
New Testaments as faithfully as if he had a laggecegation. We lined up four chairs on one side of
our bed, and we had church. We prayed for othej@riais and soon a little Irish lady from the
ponsionecame, as well as a divorcee from Boston with herdihildren whom we had met on the street.
We had young people’s meetings on Sunday nightsttenchildren took turns leading. They also
planned Empire Builders meetings for Saturday aftens, which consisted of bicycle rides and the big
treat of a stop in a tea room for Ovaltine” (a ablate drink). So, they started this little chureinvice
there. It is a very important thing, actually. Eveyou are in a situation where you do not hawdarch

to go to, no matter how few you are—even if itustjyour own family—you should take God’s Word
seriously and its call to us to “not forsake oumcassembling together” (Hebrews 10:25a). We should
continue in teaching and fellowship and in prayst,af possible, the breaking of bread. Thus the
Schaeffers started having this little church senand took very seriously praying for people to edm
that service and join them. And the people whogdithem were incidental contacts, like this woman
they met on the street.

They had a speaking vacation in January 1949 agdftist exposure to skiing. They were invited to
Adelboden in the German speaking parts of Switndiland they gave them a family holiday in return
for Francis doing a Bible study each evening. At gflace they had the chance to really communicate
with quite a few people. They talked with many Esiglspeaking people who were there on skiing
holidays, some who were Christians and some whe wet Christians. They enjoyed that time in the
mountains so much that when it came to the nextrsemnthey were encouraged by people to try and
find somewhere to live up in the mountains for agie of months. So they went house hunting, or
rather, Edith went house hunting, and she foundCtiedet Bon Ecoyn Champery.

Champery is a very beautiful Swiss village. ItrissiRoman Catholic canton on the slopes of the.Alps
is something like 4000 feet up. Huémoz [24:40] loa dther side is between 3000 and 4000 feet.
Huémoz is where L’Abri developed and is on the pHige of the Rhone valley. This valley with the
Rhone River runs down the bottom of this part oft®svland, and the Alps come up on one side with
Champery halfway up the mountains. And on the o$ide of the Rhone is a Protestant canton where
Huémoz is and where the work of L’Abri developed.
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But they found this little chalet in Champery thghusomebody they had met who recommended it.
They were there for two months that summer, Juty Aangust. This was a wonderful time for their
children. It was their first home really, theirdirhome of their own after a year and a half, susre
they had left Saint Louis in February of the presigear. It was the first time they had really bable

to have simply their mother’s cooking and not soawgbelse’s and to be by themselves as a family.
That was a tremendous time for them. They wereti@st on learning French, so during their summer
there in that little chalet everybody had to spEednch from breakfast until supper time.

They made some contacts during that summer thdriehved to many other things later on. In a way
the very first steps that led to what later begabe L’Abri were beginning to take place through th
various individuals they met that summer. Prisaila into some girls in the village, some Engligitsg
who were there on a sort of formal holiday fromittisehool in England. These girls were 14 to 18 yea
old, and she invited them around to the house. &thi¢y were there, they had a little Bible clasgs fo
these girls. Most of them | do not think were Ctiaiss at all, but the Schaeffers invited them id an
really started speaking about the Bible. They dstide show and a talk for them. Francis was dtlhg
some traveling during this time. While they wererthhe had to go back to Amsterdam for the
Reformed Ecumenical Senate, which met that sumamat Edith was doing some traveling in
Switzerland, helping develop Children for Chrisisdes.

After the summer they went back to Lausanne forrvase months because they had already agreed to
rent their rooms in thponsionefor those two months. But the children pleadedhliem to stay, if
possible, in the village because they had so mogyed having their own home, having a little more
room, being out in the country, being able to rcouad, having more freedom, and just a life ofithei
own. So they looked around and found a chaletttieat could rent for one year. At the end of
September or early October of that year, they mavedChalet De La Frarfor the next year, again in
the village of Champery. That enabled them forfitse time since they had arrived in Switzerland to
get their luggage, their own furniture, books, ehiand everything out of customs down in Lausahme.
Switzerland at that time you had to have a notenftlee canton in which you were going to live, sgyin
that you had signed an agreement to rent a houseyfear before you could get your things out of
customs. You had to have a place to live, notfusé few months but for a whole year before you
could get your things. That was a wonderful timeth@m, when they were finally able to get theimow
belongings. They were able to settle down in a édhksy could really begin to call their own.

During that time in Lausanne they started what gouid call a “real” children’s class. Edith had met
already with women whom she was teaching to stasses, but a little boy on the street invitedasix
his friends to come along and have a real clasgh&pstarted a children’s class right there indamne.
What they were teaching was the “Luke Lessons,tiviater became “Everybody Can Know.” These
lessons were just being prepared at that time thétflannel graphs for them.

There were all sorts of individuals who they had mevarious places who they kept following up with
Edith mentions repeatedly an old lady, a GermamBass who had lost everything in the war and was
so deaf they had to speak to her down in one afetlhmige old ear trumpets. They would go to visit he
regularly and communicate with her about the Gosfie Schaeffers had this tremendous commitment
to really communicate to everybody God brought therontact with about the Gospel. During that
time Francis had to go to London as well. This asause the missionaries from the International
Council of Churches in the United States were ggtitnto problems in Kenya because they did not
belong to the World Council of Churches. There wasal danger that they might be sent out of the
country. He received a telegram from the UnitedeStesaying, “Please, fly to London, go to the kKeny
house there, and try to speak to the officials emaltf of our missionaries in Kenya.” And so he wient

© Fall 1989, Jerram Barrs & Covenant Theological Seany



Francis A. Schaeffer: The Early Years Lesson 10, page 7

London to do that. While he was there, he met witthole group of English children who came from
all over the country to speak to him again. Theseevehildren whom he had addressed in a camp that
previous winter in Switzerland. These children Badnuch appreciated his teaching that when he was
in England for a couple of weeks they came by tii@m various parts of the country just to meetwit
him and talk with him again in London.

So they moved up to this village for this year ima@pery, and they were still traveling. They wogdd

off to Geneva, off to Paris, and off to Holland egi@r various meetings. And there in the villagé,
course, they began to meet local people and sdaagioimmunicate the Gospel to them. Thus other
things began to develop that would shape the pattetheir work in the years to come. They were
asked to have a Christmas Eve service in Champefigriglish speaking skiers who were there for the
Christmas holiday that year. That was after they/tbeen in th&€halet De La Frarfor just two or three
months. It turned out that there in the villag&Cblampery was a little Protestant chapel. This ts no
common in Catholic parts of Switzerland. This chdyael been built by an English woman in 1916. She
was obviously a real Christian who had prayedHat irea and had longed for God’s Word be
communicated there, and so she had had thisdh#eel built. Edith mentions that they found ot¢ta
that Frances Ridley Havergal had spent quite aftiime in that village as well. She had lived #é&or

a while and had written some of her best known hg/there in that village. Edith makes a very
important point inTheTapestrywhen she writes about that. She says that Godtsusgetakes many
years to answer the prayers of people. And whegow® a place and we find people beginning to be
responsive to the Gospel, what may be taking pkatee answer to someone’s prayers that were prayed
years before. You can be sure that Francis Haveaghteally prayed for that village. This Englisily
who had built the chapel had prayed for that vélaghe had been there over 30 years before and buil
that chapel and had prayed that God would at soneeuse that to have His word communicated there.
And it began to be as they had this Christmas semmn Christmas Eve.

| think this is a very important point. We ofterefehat if we do not see immediate answers to our
prayers that God has not heard them, that He igaiag to answer them, or that they are not plegtin
Him. But we have no idea how God may answer thoageps years later.

Let me give you a really wonderful example of tighen we moved to the village of Gretton in
England to start the work of L’Abri there in 19%ere was really no evangelical witness in thdage

at all. The Anglican church there was somewhatdibe little bit high church, and the Gospel was n
preached at all. It was not alive. As far as wevkrtbere had been no evangelical there for we did n
know how long. There was nobody in the village was glad to see us there and delighted we were
there to start communicating the Gospel. And it m@isuntil many years later that a friend of ouvhp
had been involved with us in the work there, hdesth someone who had been praying for our village.
He was in a completely different part of Englamal] at church one Sunday he met an old lady. They
began talking, and she found out he was from tl&gé of Gretton. She said, “Oh, that is interegtin
used to live there until 1968. Every day sincevehieft | have prayed that God would do something
there, that God would really communicate His Wadttthve no idea what has happened, do you know if
anything has happened in the village of Grettoprayed for that village all my life while | livedhére,
and ever since | moved away | pray for it every.tlay

This is just an amazing thing, because he wasdbtnto tell her, “Well, yes, there is a branch of
L’Abri there, this evangelical ministry. People a@ming there from all over the world. People are
becoming Christians there, people are being helpe@, and there is an evangelical church that has
started there that has a couple hundred peoplengotmiit from that village and other villages ardun
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about.” She was just absolutely overwhelmed to trestr She had carried on praying faithfully with
absolutely no idea whether God was going to angweprayers.

God does answer prayers in ways we simply haveayoiknowing. And when we meet somebody
who is responsive to the Gospel, we should nevek that this is simply because of what we are goin
at that moment. It is very often because somebtstyreas been praying for that situation, for that
person, for years and years and years. We wilfindtout how that tapestry fits together until warsl
before the Lord, and | think that is going to be @f the most wonderful things to see. We will iget

see how God has taken the prayers we have prdyegrdyers other people have prayed, and show us
how He was able to use them in the unfolding ofithiéding of His kingdom in history. | think this &
tremendously exiting thing, to see how God workpanple’s lives. And it is a tremendous challerme t
us to keep on praying even when we do not see assfoe the answers may come after we have died.
The village of Champery is an example, with theypra of Francis Havergal 100 years before and the
prayers of this English lady who built the chapel.

Now, again, all through this time the Schaefferd ha plans for what they were going to do. There
were people back in the United States who thought were crazy. “What are you doing? You have
given up this ministry and there you have gone. ¥@just burying yourself.” But there was thisigyo
of people, the Praying Family, who really had cdefice that God was leading them and kept praying
for them. And Edith was writing to them regularljnese long letters she wrote were going out every
two or three months. It is really wonderful to rebdm from this volumeyith Love, EdithThere you
can see more detail even than what i§he Tapestrypf what God was doing in their lives. But at this
time still, they had no plans, they had no visibwbat God was going to be doing through them, they
had no thought of what God might be preparing tfh@mThey were simply doing what God gave them
to do. They were seeking to be faithful in commatiitg the Gospel to everyone He brought across
their path—whether these people were English skitis happened to be there for a week or two in
Champery, or whether they were people in the \@ladpo they were getting to know, or whether they
were other individuals they had met in various efaAnd then they followed up faithfully with peepl
like this old Baroness who they kept going to vésitl becoming friends with.

Take people seriously, the people God brings iotar Yife, rather than thinking, “Well, somewhere in
the future God will have something for me to do.yildka He will have some big thing down the road.”
What He asks us to do is to be faithful now. Ther really a important biblical principle. If weea
faithful in the little things that God gives usdo today, He in His design will give us somethingger
to be faithful with later on. But in a way therenisver anything bigger. Because it is those peeple
meet today, those little things we have to do todlagt are the important things. Life is actuallgde

up of little things, all of life. There is not sorbe thing around the corner where the grass will b
greener and where we will be more able to be uggddal. What God asks us to do is to be faithful
today, to pray that today He will be pleased tows#&o build His kingdom. We are to pray today that
will be faithful in serving people, in loving thenm living the truth before them. We are to pragtthle
will bring us in contact with people He desiresasommunicate with. Not at some point in the fatur
when | am prepared, when my vision is worked outyleen | have the kind of ministry | ought to be
doing, but now. That is what matters to God. Thia very important thing, | think.

Over and over again at L’Abri we had people commgs who would have this wonderful vision of
how they were going to be used by God in our ward you know, they would sometimes write and
say, “We are coming, and we hope to join you inrywark.” Or they would just turn up and say, “You
know, we have heard about this work, and we wanbtoe and join you. | have these gifts and those
gifts, and God has called me to this and God hledcane to that.” But, while you have to take those
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things seriously, what we were really interestedas seeing people who were prepared to be faiiiful
the little things every day—faithful in washing tishes, faithful in talking to people who were ébn
faithful in showing integrity in everything theydifaithful in seeking to grow in their understamgiof
God’s Word, and faithful in praying for people. All the things nobody sees, those are the thirags th
really matter. Those are the things in which Goalcwially preparing us for whatever He has foraus t
do in the future. Be faithful in the little things.s little things like the loaves and fishesttk&aod is able
to multiply into something bigger. You know, itasvery profound thing; it is like the parable oéth
mustard seed, which is something really little tBat is able to take and make into something big in
His time and in His way. We have to have that badlunderstanding that now is the moment that
counts, today God is calling me to serve Him—nataorow when He has created some “ideal”
situation for me, but right here and now.
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