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L’Abri is Born

At the end of the last lesson, we were at the peiregn the Schaeffers had been notified that theg Wweing
thrown out of Switzerland. That notification camefeebruary 14. They were told that they would haviee
out of their canton and out of Switzerland in sigeks. Of course, they were tremendously crushea wiey
received this news. They thought that God was teattiem to start a new work, or rather continueogkvin
which people from every nation would come to th@me in the mountains and learn God’s truth andectam
know Him and walk in His ways. They were sure thaty had been praying for a life of reality, for a
demonstration of God’s existence. Their responsenhey received this news, according to Edith tiss
“How could this staggering blow be in line with thfe of reality we have been praying for?”

It is a good question. Yet as we review what hapdewe can see that this staggering blow was dytine
best, most dramatic, possible way in which theydbe given the reality that they had been prayamgThat
is what | want to consider today. We will consitierv they were given that reality they had beenipgafor.
They were able to see what God can do in a seeynmghanly impossible situation. In a way, it wathes
like the situation of Gideon. He had to fight tleeces of Midian, and God kept cutting down his teses until
he only had 300 men left and basically no weapaosp their pitches. Yet God used them to overthitoav
armies of Midian. This staggering blow put the Sffexs in the situation of seeing that they hadesmurces
to do the work that God was calling them to do.ylfWweuld have to stand like Gideon and see what @asl
going to do.

As | said at the end of the previous lesson, thagd as a family, including Frankie, who was twattrather
than trying to contact everybody they knew to trylo something about this situation, such as vgitin
congressmen back in the United States, they detodpdhy that God would solve their problems farth So
they carried on with their work right after thexegéved the letter. In the account of this staggeblow inThe
Tapestry it tells that they carried on serving tea to augr of boys who were coming to their house for a
discussion and who stayed late into the night.rechimmented how in that situation Francis was abfait
aside his anxieties and pray that God would heipdive answers. She said that that night there sde¢mbe a
special power of the Holy Spirit on him as he anggde¢hose boys’ questions.

How did God begin to answer their prayers? | wiljgest a series of ways in which He did. The fira$ that
immediately after they prayed that God would sahis problem for them, and they prayed one by &nancis
said that it had come to his mind that they ougltdntact one of their Swiss Protestant friendstatdhim
what was happening. They contacted Misseure Artldedawyer. It was important that they did, because
was able to discover by reading the letter cangfgihce his French was much better than theied,ttie letter
they received was predated and they only had 36sHefi to appeal this command to leave the coutitthey
had not gone to see him, they would not have knitnat) and their appeal would have been handledHase
response was that such a command could not hapgniizerland. It was a country with freedom ofgieln.
It was impossible.

Then they believed they ought to see the Americansual in Geneva. This was the second way God aeswer
their prayers. He comforted them with His Wordlsesyttraveled on the train. Edith wroteTihe Tapestry
about the passage that she read from Isaiah 30dl2@&21. God used these words to comfort her
tremendously. Isaiah 30:17 says, “A thousand Wk fat the threat of one; at the threat of five yalliall flee
away, till you are left like a flagstaff on a moaimttop, like a banner on a hill.” These words weeigreat
encouragement to her that God was going to give tineir home on the mountains, despite their segimin
impossible situation. The next verses, Isaiah 3@20say, “Although the Lord gives you the breaddversity
and the water of affliction, your teachers willtiedden no more; with your own eyes you will seaithe
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Whether you turn to the right or to the left, yaars will hear a voice behind you, saying, ‘Thithis way;
walk in it.” That is a wonderful promise from Galat difficulties would come their way, yet He wgaing to
show them the way and enable them to walk in ittiad was the second way that God comforted thesn. A
they were traveling on the train to Geneva, thesals/from the book of Isaiah were a tremendous odirdnd
they shared their readings with each other.

The third answer to their prayers as they begaeeoGod unfolding things for them was that whew tia to
the consulate in Geneva, they discovered thatdheuwt was a high school friend of Schaeffer’s from
Germantown High School in Pennsylvania. They hadsaen each other for all those years, but theybead
in the same class in the same high school in Gaonenmany years before. He said that he would datexter
he could to help them. That seemed to be a worldarwer to their prayers, too. In that situatiorthat time,
there was a person who had a personal interelsem going back all those years.

The fourth thing was the discovery of what theydezkin order to be able to stay. This was not sohnan
answer to prayer, but rather a setting out of viney had to pray for. They were made aware of hogelthe
mountain was that had to be climbed in order td &n answer to their situation. First they needefthd a
house, which they had to rent or buy. It had tanke village in a different canton. They had baemg in
Champery, in the Roman Catholic canton of Valagzddd, they had to gain village approval to live in
whatever village they hoped to live in. Third, theguld have to have a financial arrangement totheyhouse
completed by the time the application was senfEaurth, the local commune of Ollon in that area lddave
to agree that they could stay there, and it woalkho apply to the canton for them to live in tb@atnmune.
Fifth, the federal government would have to aghee it was all right for them to stay, and it woblave to
annul the verdict that had been given against ttheinthey had to leave Valais and leave the colrgpause
of the religious influence they had had in Champ&kywe may say that, metaphorically, they hadgehu
mountain to climb in terms of the things they haét¢complish in a short amount of time. That waatwhey
needed, what they had to pray for. Their friendsavable to help them see all the things they wegeired to
accomplish.

They began looking desperately for a house. Homs8wvitzerland are incredibly expensive, and theyev
even then. The real estate agent they went tolaadyhouses that were deluxe houses, and he shabhe
nothing to offer to fit the kind of budget they htdwork with. You remember that their budget whisady
going to be shortened because they had just hemardthe Independent Mission board that their salay
going to be lowered. They started looking and werteable to find anything for rent that was in theieans.
They were left with only two days to go.

Edith recounted what happened at this stage. Tleeg growing increasingly discouraged. They wereupe
village of Chesieres, which is between the Huemmak\4llars. They were looking for houses when sudge
somebody called them across the street. It wag&sof and Madam Czerny, the couple from Czechdskva
who had been working in Switzerland and had becGiméstians through the work of the Schaeffers. They
said, “We need help,” and Edith’s response was, aféethe ones who need help, not you.” Yet Godiaug
them both at this time a very important lesson.ylWere overwhelmed in this time with their own ation,

but God gave them something to do. It was a remifiden Him that if there was going to be provisioom
Him, then He was the one who was going to givimithe moment, however, they had something to do.

The Czernies were in a desperate situation. Shesexasn months pregnant and had been feeling Velhity
simply wanted help. At the moment they went ovetiatk to them, Madam Czerny’s water broke. So Edal
to arrange for a taxi to take her to the hospital see a doctor. Edith was told that she had teitioher.
Remember that this was the second to the lasti@aitey had to look for a place to live. Yet shentwushing
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off to the hospital with Madam Czerny, becausetictbilized that the Czernies’ need at the momeatnaizch
greater than theirs. This decision turned out tgudge important in their lives.

Edith went with Madam Czerny to the hospital, amelhaby was born that night. Edith stayed withihéhe
hospital overnight and had a completely sleeplegst.nFrancis had gone back to the village of Champo
look after the family, with their last day of housenting before them. The baby eventually died ieeks
later. Edith recounted the tragic story of the granther who lived in Czechoslovakia who obtaingetanit to
leave Czechoslovakia to see her grandson. Whehesdrd that the baby had died, the government revtiies
permit, and she hanged herself, because she wasapatred to carry on living in Czechoslovakiaha state
that it was at that time. It was a situation oftesndous oppression and very little freedom. Sof#msly was
in tremendous need. As those next few weeks werEdiyh saw how important it was for her to havegie of
her desperate search for a house to help thiseoupl

They were left with only the final day for lookirigr a house. Francis actually did not go lookinglatHe
went back and started packing their belongingbéir thome in Champery. He thought it was hopelass a
there was no point in looking any more. Edith deditb carry on looking once more, and she givesvtiie
story in both the books’Abri andThe TapestryShe went back to the village of Villars and hiaalli figured
out in her mind what she was going to do. She wlesperately looking around. She was pushed out of
somebody’s house who had a house for rent for taerthan they could handle, and she broke doweairst
She tried to explain her situation. She had goné® night without sleep, so she was really neareind of her
tether, feeling absolutely desperate. As she walsingadown the street, not even looking up becalsehad
been weeping so much and her eyes were swollerednghe heard a voice calling out, “Madam Schaeffe
Madam Schaeffer.” It was her real estate agentsélice Gabuz, asking if she had found anything.r§blesd
that they had not. This was the man who had ontiytha deluxe houses. He said, “I have a house nowolu
to look at.” So he took her down the valley to tiltage of Huemoz.

One thing that is important to notice is that tkegw nothing about this village. She could nottheeview. It
was completely foggy when she arrived to look attlibuse. He showed her around, and she liked tsehds
they drove off, she asked, “How much is the reii@’said, “It is not for rent. It is for sale.” Steught, “Oh,
no. That is impossible.” So she got on the busvesist down the valley, and then changed buses antlwpe
the other side to Champery. She was too frighteved to tell her husband that the house was feraal not
for rent. Francis was a fierce man in some ways$.s¥ie thought that the Lord had shown it to hemwken she
went to bed that night she prayed, “Lord, if Younivas to buy this house, please send $1000 by tomvor
morning at 10 o’clock.” That was when she was gamtake him back to look at this place with theily.
That is an amazing prayer to pray, but it was alisfipone the Lord had put on her heart.

They went off the next morning to look at the haouleey met the postman coming up from the villagstp
office on his skis. There had been an avalanci@&hempery at that time and most of the roads wdl@st. So
the post was being delivered on skis. As they wlemin to catch the train, they opened their lettans, they
had a letter from a couple called the Salisburies.

Let me read a little bit of what Helen and Art Shiliry said in their letter. Helen wrote, “I havstary to tell
you that will interest you. Art came home from wdinkee months ago with a check that was a surprise.
company paid all the insurance premiums for men dobworked a certain length of time and made it
retroactive. We went to look at houses to invesand as we looked at beams in a likely small holusaid,
‘Art, look at those termites. Does that not remyedl of the verse in Matthew that says not to layrapsures
on earth where moths and rust corrupt?’ Art saaliydid. | said, “Would you be willing to take thigerally
and invest this money in heaven by giving it to ltbed’s work somewhere?” He replied, “Yes, Helen, |
would.” She went on to tell of their praying foeek certainty as to where to use this money farag of
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three months. Then in her letter she said, “Novigiainwe are convinced we should send the enclasgdu to
buy a house that will always be open to young pbdjlhe amount of the check was exactly $1000. Veélsxt
was amazing was that when they came to this candus was when they were about to go to bed. They
became so convinced that they ought to send theyoght away that they got dressed and went oniggit
and posted the letter. It arrived in time for tieaer to Edith’s prayer. So God provided a hous¢hiem.

When they saw it that morning, it was still shrodde fog. They still had no idea how beautiful ttiation
was. They had no idea at all, because when iiggyfan Switzerland, it can be completely foggy. Madley
will fill up with fog solidly, and you cannot se@ything because you are right in the clouds. Sowsé was
provided. The money was provided in answer to Egljphayer. When she opened this letter and retd it
Francis, she told him that the house was for sadenat for rent. She told him that she had prapediight
before that this money would arrive that morning.ti&ey became convinced that they ought to bunthsse.
They told the real estate agent right away that weuld buy it.

Then next answer to their prayers happened whencdmae in to fill in the application for the perrutstay
and have the expulsion overturned. The official wias to do it for them in the canton of Vaud, whigla
Protestant canton where Huemoz is, turned out mkextremely good friend of Mr. X, the man who haen
converted through them in Champery and who wasaason why they were being thrown out. So they had
somebody who was on their side, who was put inglette by the Lord. When Mr. X went to him and tblch
his story, the man was happy to fill out as positw application for them as he possibly could.

Then the time came for them to move out. Everytiiad been sorted out just in time. Edith recouthed
packing and just crossing the river Rhone by mikfigzhich was when they had to leave the cantoviaddis.
She said it gave them a tremendous sense of wisdikié to be a refugee. They simply had to letinesr
former home. Then over the next years there wergymefugees who came to L’Abri from many different
parts of the world.

They had tremendous problems getting out because @fvalanches. The moving van could not comeaA m
turned up with a jeep to help them get acrossidid.fSwiss law is extremely strict. If the auth@s had found
anything at all, the Schaeffers would have beesHted. The police made it quite clear to them thay had to
go. Everything in Switzerland is absolutely precigeluding the law. If you try to catch a trainyavhere, the
train arrives early so it can depart at the secbisdime. That is true everywhere in Switzerlaadd
everything is like that.

| can tell you a story about how committed the Sveige to having people keep their laws. A frierld toe this.
He had some American friends who were living in &an They hung their washing out one Sunday. Thy g
a notice from the city council the next week saytimgy must not hang their washing out on Sundagpumse it

is against the law in Switzerland. Being Americaotsnmitted to total independence and freedom to do
whatever you want to do, they thought that wasuldius. So they hung their laundry out the nextdayn

They got another letter saying that if they congitchio hang their washing out they would be askddawe the
country. The Swiss are extremely legalistic. Theyederything in an exact manner.

The Schaeffers had to leave the canton, and evéaesland, by the 31st. The only way for that rmhappen
was if they could find somewhere to live in anotbanton by that time and get permission from thlage in
that canton for them to live there. The village Vablnave to apply to the commune of Ollon for thenhive
there. The canton would have to agree that thelddwe there. That all had to be set in motiondrefthe 31st,
otherwise they would have to be out of the couriryther words, in order to fill in the appeal,iaiihhad to be
sent off by a certain time, they had to have adl et in motion before the 31st. They had to lsrmewhere to
go. Otherwise they had to be out of the country minght.
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It was the federal government that had said thelythdeave, although it had come from the cantovalis
and the commune in which they lived because ofdba& bishop. That was how they discovered what had
happened. In order to even be able to appeal te &iay possibility to have their expulsion overtainitbey had
to have somewhere else to live in another cantatwtas happy to have them. Even then it was ntdioethat
the federal government would overturn their exfulsiy et they had to be out of that canton by timaet and if
they had not had somewhere else to live, they woale had to be out of the country by March 31 ignight.

They were sure that God wanted them to do this woeke. They believed it was what He was callirggritio
do. They believed that the money arriving was awen to their prayers. It was not enough for therto
payment, but it was a sign to them that God watlteth to be there. Over the next few weeks theytbaday
for the whole of the down payment to come. Theystidand it arrived in time. Even at the point whssy
paid the down payment, they did not know whetherféderal government would set aside their expulsio
order. In order to stay in Switzerland at all, tiney to have another canton, another commune, reottiex
village happy to have them. They had to have adaus all of those things in place. They had teeltae
village apply to the commune saying it wanted thibagffers to live there. The commune had to agrdethat
and apply to the canton for them to live there.tAdse forms had to be filled in by the time thegrevto be
thrown out of the country. That was why they haasthterrible deadlines. If they had not found asledoy a
certain time, then they could not get all the pajpek done that had to be done by March 31. So ltaelyto be
across that river by March 31, but they also hagaitee permission to live in the new location. ltdEpended
on the federal government agreeing that the ondeeleng them from the country would be set asitigey had
to wait several months to find out whether that lddwappen.

William Farel, the Reformer, was the man who watrinmental in encouraging Calvin to stay in Geneva.
Calvin had said that wild horses would not drag bawk to Geneva after the first time he servedethiearel
was the one who convinced him that he ought toist&eneva and bring the Reformation to bear ih ¢hg
Farel was not an organizer and administrator intag Calvin was. Farel was a preacher. He wasteendo
went to the villages in the canton of Vaud, preaglthe Gospel. He had an itinerant ministry. ThéoReation
was not only people like Calvin who were preachimgig cities like Geneva, establishing a theolagic
college, and all of the other things Calvin didr@in pastors. There were also people who travatednd
preaching the Gospel in many places. That was whythaefers called their study room “Farel Housarél
had preached in those villages, Huemoz and the wvilteeges of the area.

They moved in just after midnight on March 31, 1965e could say that L’Abri had begun at that poit
breakfast the next morning, which Edith called itiiest L’Abri meal, there were quite a few peopVéh them.
Right from the beginning there were three or foewge with them. Some had helped them move. Soghe ha
been staying with them in Champery. It was quiteatic. There was some furniture that came with them
they had some of their own furniture, which thegught over from Chalet Bijou.

They moved in after midnight, and the next morrasghey sat down for breakfast, they saw for ttst fime
the beauty of the place that God had given to themmincredibly beautiful. It is one of the mdsautiful
places | have ever seen. The view from there iglmably beautiful. The village of Huemoz hangghtion
the mountainside. It is several thousand feet apsitie of the valley. It is far above the level véehthey are
growing grapes in the lower sides of the vallewt helow the village of Ollon and slightly above tillage of
Ollon, there are vineyards on the sides of the rtaons on terraced fields with stone walls. The rizad
incredibly steep going up the mountain, with aeseof hairpin bends.

Huemoz is a tiny village, but the view is unbelielyabeautiful. It looks across to the mountain asrthe
valley, which is called the Dents du Midi, which ams “the teeth of midday.” It stands up like aesof
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jagged teeth against the sky. You can see fattl@@\lps into France with Mont Blanc in the distarvehen the
view is clear. That mountain is covered in snowyalr round. It is one of the highest mountainallirof
Western Europe. There is a wonderful range of menstright across the line of vision from Huemon. i@e
opposite slopes of the valley there are pine feregerywhere. It is incredibly beautiful.

The work of L’Abri had begun. They had their fitseakfast. It is amazing the way God brings pebpi@ the
very beginning. When the English L’'Abri began in719it was exactly the same way. The first day tmeyed
into the old manor house there, just before wevadliia whole group of people came. Some were Wwémtand
some just turned up. In England there was a manwadsointo Zen Buddhism on the first day. They hed |
arrived, and a man with a bald, shaved head poissldelad in the window and asked what was happeHiag.
became a Christian over the next few weeks. Thatheav their work started, with some people to ke of
from the very beginning.

They moved in on a Saturday, April 1. They hadrtfiest church service in the living room of Chales
Melezes the next day. The name of their chaletMlelezes, refers to a kind of pine tree, althoughwork was
called L’Abri right away. About nine or ten peossembled for their first church service in thenlivroom,
including Mr. X, who came over from Champery foe tervice there. Edith described the sermon tlaatdis
preached that day. The title was “Put Your Fegirdan,” which was an appropriate sermon for theason.
They were beginning something completely new adddi know yet whether they would be able to syat.
they were determined to put their feet in the Jorddney were going to start doing the work, behgvihat God
had called them to it. They had to live by faiths dpening Scripture was Habakkuk 2:4, which sakse just
shall live by faith.” He contrasted people who lmeat of their own strength and in their own pridéwvthose
who live by faith and the power of God and the wofiGod. That was a challenge to them at the béugnof
the work.

Edith said that the real work of L’Abri was whenanpeople started coming, and not just people whib ha
moved with them. Their daughter Priscilla had st@#t the university in Lausanne, which is neareL@eneva.
She asked whether she could bring a girl called&hmme for the weekend. This was only a month, |&tay
6 through 9. Edith wanted to say no because there o many problems. The hot water heater hadhrok
The furnace did not work. The wood stove smokee. I&id to do their washing in the bathtub, becduse t
washing machine did not work, because it had &waifft voltage. The refrigerator was not working; was the
iron. Nothing was unpacked yet. They were livingbsolute chaos. Priscilla described this girl Gras tall
and looking as though she had stepped off the auv&¥oguemagazine. Edith thought she could not have
somebody like that to the house when they weradivn such total chaos. Yet she swallowed her paite
allowed Priscilla to bring her along. So she caasedid several other people, including Dorothy, sého
husband is now an elder at a church in Saint L&asious other people came as well for that week@&hdt
was really when the work began.

By the time the weekend came, they had no elegstratiall because there was a storm that had kboitliee
electricity out. They only had candlelight. Yetyh®ad their first real L’Abri weekend at that poifttwas filled
with all the things that became what L’Abri wade years to come. There were meals that Edithezbakd
tried to serve in a pleasant atmosphere, desmtiatk of electricity. There were many long diseniss. There
was a Sunday service and more discussions oven kifter the service. There were walks when the hezat
was good, which it was that weekend. Those wallk® wethe beautiful landscape all around therehén
summer you cannot walk in any of the fields afteow April 1, because all the stuff growing thesaised for
pasture, and the people living there are deperateittfor their livelihood. There are footpaths aler the
mountains, however, that can be walked on. Thatheastheir work began. In that weekend, Edith’s
institution of high tea on Sundays began so thereldvnot have to be another cooked meal. She woakke
sandwiches and try to serve it all very nicely. fllwas the work beginning.
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They still had to pray for the money for the dovayment on the house. They decided again that tloeydwy
not write to let people know how much money thegdezl. Nor would they ask anybody for money. They
decided to pray that God would provide for themey brayed that He would demonstrate that He waitieah
there. Edith wrote about it, saying, “Over thesetweeeks, gifts in varying amounts arrived from Ks@attered
people, totaling exactly enough for Fran and Rritake to pay at the notary’s office.” She alsa s&nly
eight days before, we only had $5000. Yet wherdakemail on the morning of May 30 arrived, we were
brought 15 letters from the village post office wififts which added up to $7306.” So they had ehaognake
their whole down payment just in time.

Their permit finally arrived on June 21. It saichrh their government, that they could stay thetes ihsistence

that they must leave Switzerland was marked alt ox#h the word “annulled.” So they were firmly detlive
in that situation.
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