Francis A. Schaeffer: The Later Years Lesson 1, page 1

The Beqinnings of L'Abri, |

Our Heavenly Father, we pray that You will be withduring this time. We ask that we may learn and
be challenged for our own lives as we think abbatlife of one of Your servants. Help us as we seek
get a foundation for thinking about the later yeafdis ministry and to be clear in our understargli

as we cover much ground rapidly. Father, be withwes pray, and teach us, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

In this section we will be covering many years guépidly. In the previous course, we covered up to
the summer of 1947, including Schaeffer’s three tim®m Europe, all the places he visited, whatdte g
out of that time, and some of the things he learl¢den he got back to Saint Louis after that time,
the fall of 1947, he immediately began receivirtgels from the places he had visited in Europepkeo
were asking him to return and speak to them orrttever come to do work of one kind or another. fTha
got the Schaeffers praying seriously about what'§€scall would be for them as a family.

Shortly afterward they felt called, and they indeezte sent by the mission board to go back to Eeirop
to live there. They chose to live in Switzerlantiey were sent with the broad purpose of strengtigeni
the things that remained. One of the things thab&ffer had seen was the weakness of much of the

church in Western Europe. So he was sent withatble af strengthening the things that remained.

They went to live in Switzerland. They began byng/for a little while in Lausanne. Then they moved
to the tiny village of Champery, a little town imet canton of Valais. The river Rhone runs through a
valley with steep mountains of the Alps on bothesidThe Schaeffers lived several thousand feat ap |
tiny village called Champery. Lausanne is furthewd in the valley. The valley has a train line that
heads to Italy.

What did they do during those first years in Switred? Let me summarize the kind of work they spent
their time doing. They went with nothing definighe first thing they did was start a children’s wor
They started it in Switzerland and in many otharrddes as well. They often provided the written
material for the illustrations to be used with théldren. Edith created them, and they would be
translated into different languages. They went adoand spoke and encouraged people to do children’s
work. Second, they taught. They taught at churoteasps, and conferences. They taught on the tfuth o
the Gospel, on the dangers of liberalism, on thes@an life, and on many other topics.

Third, they furthered the work of the Internatio@aluncil of Christian Churches. They brought togeth
pastors and leaders of many different evangelicals in the different countries of Western Europe.
Schaeffer was actively involved in the beginninghd International Council in Europe.

Fourth, Schaeffer wrote articles. They showed #netbpment of his thought. They were articles about
apologetics, culture and art, separation, andtsplriy. It was during this period that he wroteeasf the
most important articles that he ever wrote. Théwow he regarded it. It is a short article call&té

Secret of Power and the Enjoyment of the Lord.”iling death, Schaeffer believed it was one of the
most important things he had written.

Fifthly, they cared for individuals who came toysteith them in their little chalet in the Swiss nmain
village. There were a growing number of individualso came as the years went by. Sixth, they started
a church, called the International Presbyterianr€un the little village of Champery where they

lived. It consisted of a few local people who beedbhristians through their ministry and variouseoth
people who were there for school or college orlomg holidays. Many individuals were converted.
They started this small congregation in a Romamdliat part of Switzerland. On their side of the
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Rhone Valley, the canton of Valais was a Roman @itlsanton. On the other side of the valley is the
canton of Vaud, which was a Protestant canton.Zewénd is made up of a federation of cantons. Some
are Catholic and some are Protestant. Some caaterfiench speaking, and some are German, Italian,
or Romansch speaking. There are four languagewitze$land, but it has been a federation for
hundreds of years.

Next | want to briefly cover two important eventsthe life of the Schaeffers. They laid a foundafior
what was to come in the future. The first was aitsgil crisis that Francis Schaeffer went throuigh.
began in the late 1940s and early 1950s. What dahgespiritual crisis? It was the ugliness,
divisiveness, and narrowness of some of the Saglakédvement. As the years went by, Schaeffer saw
an increasing amount of emphasis on personalgextarianism, character assassination and tearing
other people down as well as building of power bdseother individuals. There was a great deal of
personal criticism as people struggled for powehiwithe Separatist Movement. He became
increasingly bothered by a negative attitude withim Separatist Movement toward anybody who
disagreed with them at any point. There was a negpattitude toward other evangelicals who did not
join the Separatist Movement and toward those detie church completely.

He began to ask all sorts of basic questions. Cage"What kind of teaching have | had about the
Christian life?” Had it ever been adequate? Hetifled two problems there. One was that he believed
there had never been in his background—in the tiegrthat he had been a part of or the movement he
had been a part of—any teaching on the finishekwbChrist for today. What effect does Christ’s
death have on how | am going to live today? THiates to a point | made in a chapel sermon. Wisere i
our security as individuals? That is one aspethisfissue. Do we have to earn approval from other
people by comparing ourselves to others? Do we twatlank well about ourselves? Or are we rather
accepted by God in Jesus Christ?

That was one important question that Schaeffercaskénat does the work of Christ mean for the way |
live now? Is it only a matter of cleansing me framg sin and then waiting for heaven? Or does it lmave
present effect? The second issue he felt had lae&mf was that there had been no emphasis in his
background at all on dependence on the Holy Spiniis led to a lack of prayer.

It was not only others he was criticizing. He wasaerned about himself and his own spirituality. He
was concerned about what he saw as some realmassaown life as a Christian. What this led him to
was a serious questioning of whether Christiarstyue at all. He asked the question, “If Chrigtian
produces such ugliness, bitterness, and persomwailitfjicts, then can it really be the truth?” Heideed
he had to question everything all over again.

If you readThe Tapestrythere is a moving section in which Edith desaitiee months that it took
Francis to work this through. He went for long wealky himself. When it was raining or snowing
heavily, he would pace up and down in the attithefr little chalet in Champery. He was thinking
everything through again. He went back to the b@gm to the point at which he had become a
Christian himself. He was asking if it was reate truth. Edith said quite honestly in the book tha
there were times when he said that he did not kwbat he was going to conclude. He really did ask
everything all over again. Edith would hear him amang up and down upstairs, and she would pray
desperately for him as he thought these thingsutiiro

This experience had a profound effect on his lifd einistry. It transformed his understanding & th
Christian life. If you read about their life, oryibu read their letters, then you will see thatéhead
already been much prayer in their lives and sgility, as anybody would understand it. Yet Schaeffe
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saw that it was inadequate. What came out of tlaatavstrong emphasis on living now by the grace of
God. It was an emphasis on living now on the bakike finished work of Christ and on dependence on
the power of the Holy Spirit. Schaeffer said thagrgually the sun came out again and a song came
back to his heart and his lips.

This understanding of spirituality is essential oderstanding anything at all about the work afhri.

| will return to that idea later, but the experiengas important in another way as well. | cannibtytau
exactly how long it was, but the period of crisigsaseveral months. Yet | believe it had been grgwin
over a period of two or three years before it redch point at which he had to think everything tigio
again. It is evident as you read through the a&ditle wrote, and as you read through Edith’s &etter
other people, that he was becoming increasinglg@aed by the developments within the Separatist
Movement. | do not want to discuss those, becauseo sad to rehearse some of the things that
happened within the personality conflicts. Yet leedme increasingly bothered by some of the things
that were happening. | wish that some of the cpordence that we have in our library could be taken
away and burned. | do not mean Schaeffer’s correspace, because | do not think there is anything he
wrote that he is ashamed of, but some of the thimagsother people did and said about him and other
people make a tragic history. It was causing margstions, reservations, and doubts in his mina for
period of two or three years before he reacheghtiat of needing to start over. It was a matter of
integrity for him. He saw such a disjunction betweéat we say and what the reality was that he
needed to ask what the truth was.

As | said, this is tremendously important for uref@ending L’Abri. Let me give some reasons why this
related to his ministry of answering people’s gioes. First, thinking everything through again
provided a solid foundation for him. He had to ththrough all kinds of questions again and wrestle
with them honestly. He found that there were ademjaaswers to these questions and that Christianity
is indeed the truth.

Second, it gave him a tremendous sympathy for redieNers. He had a great compassion for people.
That was the most evident thing that people notatszlt him. If you ever saw him with people, with
non-Christians asking their questions, the thireg truck you more than anything else was his
compassion for the people, for where they wereggtimig, for where they were hurting. That came
partly out of what he had been through himselftifesyears went by and the work of L’Abri began, he
was faced every day of his life with a blast of sfiens from people, every kind of question you can
imagine. It helped enormously that he had strugtilealigh some of these things himself.

Third, it gave him great sympathy for believers Wiaal struggles. He was never going to be in the
position of making people feel bad or unspirituatéuse they were having struggles, doubts, qusstion
and problems. He had been through the valley gfalekimself.

Fourth, it underlined for both Francis and Edittaidramatic way the urgency of prayer. Edith prayed
for him as she had never prayed for anything bedsree went through this. He too came to realize
through this the importance of prayer in a new way.

That spiritual crisis was the first important evémt helps us to understand something about L’Abri

it developed later on. The second event was wheynwlere thrown out of Switzerland. Already as they
lived in the village of Champery they began to htheeidea of L’Abri. The idea for the name came up
during their last few months in Champery. Let madra few words from one of Edith’s letters, which
was written in March 1975. This recounts a time hefore they were thrown out. She wrote, “L’Almi i
what we feel the Lord would have us add to the wéekhad given us here in Switzerland. L’Abri
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means ‘shelter’ in French. Our thought is to hagpiatual shelter to any who have spiritual need.
There are a number of people who have been savedwaht to come back again for short or longer
periods of Bible study in an informal way. We wémm to feel free to come. In addition to these, we
want to open the doors for unsaved friends andtleers who are Christians but who long for more
reality and a deeper spiritual life and for Chaatworkers who desire to dig deep into spirituatigt
and have time for discussion and meditation.” Sy ot the idea for the name and the directiorr thei
work was going to go while they were still therehe village of Champery. The development of this
work of L’Abri began to be formed in their minds.

It was at this time, on February 14, 1955, thay tleeeived two slips of paper without any warning.
They were called to pick up a piece of paper thay thought had to do with their permits to congéinu
living in Switzerland. They had been living in tbaited States for a period of 17 months during 1953
and 1954 in which Schaeffer had done frequent spgakvhen they came back, they had not yet had
their passports and permits properly renewed. Haelyhanded them in, but they were not yet returned
to them. On February 14, they were given two pie@tgmper. One told them they had to leave the
canton of Valais by March 31. The other said theyh have to leave the country of Switzerland by
March 31. They were thrown out of the country.

What had happened revolved at its heart arounddaheersion of one man who lived in the village. His
name is given in the books, but | referred to hinthie last course as Mr. X. He ran the villageestord
was a ski instructor. He had been an atheist, dutds converted, and it transformed his life. The
canton was Roman Catholic, and his family was dpgait his conversion to the Christian faith. They,
together with some of the leaders of the village #e bishop of the local Catholic Church, worked
behind the scenes to have the Schaeffers throwofdagth Valais and Switzerland.

This was brought to a head because, even thougX Mas converted a few years earlier, just before
this time he had been baptized and taken commuHienvas appointed as an elder in this little
Presbyterian church that they had begun. The rehstnvas given for the Schaeffers being thrown out
was that they had had a religious influence invihage. That was the formal reason given. Somesnun
teaching at the local school were distressed becsesgeral of the students had become Christians.
People were happier for this man to remain an stttiean to be an evangelical Christian. So the
Schaeffers were thrown out of the country.

| will not go into detail about what happened otrer next few weeks. If you redidhe Tapestrpr

Edith’s letters or the L’Abri story, there was aise of dramatic and wonderful answers to prayae T
outcome of it was that they found a chalet on amtein on the opposite side of the valley they had
been in. It was in the canton of Vaud, which w&atestant canton, in the village of Huemoz. The
chalet they found was named Chalet les Melezesoider to leave Switzerland was revoked, and they
were able to stay. They settled there and put axgmyment on the house with a wonderful provisibn o
money. | will not go through the details of thalstrg way the money was provided, but it is worth
reading about. They moved at the end of March wiitly a few hours left before the deadline. They
moved across the border from the canton of Vatatee canton of Vaud. Then they set up their home
there. One might say that L’Abri began immediagsythey settled into that new home.

What is L’Abri? This brings us to the point that w@ncluded in the earlier course, Francis A. Sdhaef
The Early Years. What was L’Abri at the beginniagd what is it now? One could look at Schaeffer's
ministry and notice that he frequently spoke arotivedworld. He wrote many books that have been
influential to people. He did other things, but afehe major things that he did, that he and Edith
together, was begin the work of L’Abri.
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There were a number of extraordinary answers tgeprhat allowed them to begin the work of L’Abri.
| cannot go into detail about them because it woalkeé too long. One example, however, was when
they went to the American embassy and the firstiaffthey saw said there was nothing he couldato f
them. He said that the United States had no offfe@eeement with Switzerland about this kind of
situation. He could not make any kind of officigipeal on their behalf. The official was completely
uninterested. They then met a more senior offiglad, as soon as he saw Schaeffer, recognized that
they had been classmates in high school. That wa®bthe Lord’s little provisions for them. This
official put himself to work immediately, doing eyghing he could on their behalf, even though there
was nothing official that could be done. He introeld them to the American ambassador, a lady who
was there, and she also became interested incdmer So God provided them with people who could
speak on their behalf from the American side.

There were also several people in Switzerlanduahing quite a few people who lived in their village
who were appalled at what was happening. Theywbkdyghing they could to appeal to the authoritges t
have the Schaeffers’ eviction revoked. There weweal people who had become Christians through
the Schaeffers. Yet there were people who had exirbe Christians who were also concerned by what
was happening. They said that Switzerland waseadoeintry and that their constitution guaranteed
freedom of religion. The Schaeffers had done ngthiad. They were not sectarian. So the situation
upset a number of Swiss people as well who alseerap@eals on their behalf.

What they had to do to make any kind of appeal twdsmve a place to live elsewhere in Switzerland by
the time of the deadline. That was another of é#mearkable circumstances as you read through the sto
of how the details for that worked out. There waeaple in the United States who had already gotten
ready for bed for the night. They had been talkkbgut what they were going to do with some money
they had saved. The wife said to the husband Heabslieved they should send the money to Francis
and Edith Schaeffer for some need that they mighiehThey talked about it, and the husband agteed i
was a good idea. They decided they needed to segtitiaway that night. Even though they were in
their pajamas, she made her husband go out totkenetter with the check in it right away. It aed

just in time for them to be able to make the dowaygrpent on the house. It is a remarkable story, and
there are many small details like that. This cowdenot know the situation of the Schaeffers, rdey
their exact need and the time constraints they lhadhs clearly something that the Lord put ontthei
hearts to meet the needs of the Schaeffers intbatent. | encourage you to read the full story.

What is L’Abri and what was L’Abri at that time? @ite are several ways to talk about it. One wag is t
tell you what happened then in L'Abri. | will tefbu about that later. For now, let me say somegthin
about the philosophy of the ministry. First, L’Alisia ministry based on prayer. That is the hefatie
work of L’Abri. There is prayer for finances. Thaseprayer for people to come, the people of God’s
choice. The workers have never written lettersragkieople for money. They rather bring their retgies
before the Lord and ask Him to provide their nedtiey do not advertise in Christian magazines or
anywhere else for people to come to stay at L’AbSwitzerland or any of the other branches. They
pray that God will bring people to them, the peagfiélis choice.

In the beginning, they prayed about the developrogtite work, that God would give them His work to
do. They prayed that they would not have to gotouteate it, but that He would give the work into
their hands. They prayed about whether the worklshgrow. They had no commitment to the work
growing. They had no sense that they needed ma@gstaying there by the end of the year or the
next year or that they would ever open other braachihey rather prayed that if God desired the work
should grow that He would make it clear to themey prayed that God would bring people to work
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with them as the work did grow later on. They betgapray that God would bring people of His choice
to join them in the work, rather than going outeoruit staff.

There was prayer for all the little things each.dagt me read a little section from one of Editlegers.
This is from the bookVith Love, EdithShe was writing to the praying family, which lIaxplain

more about in a moment, and she said, “There & #hings that you should know concerning L’Abri
fellowship.” This was in 1955 when the work hadtjneen formed in their new home in Huemoz. She
continued, “The material needs of the work andwftelves will be met as the Lord sends in gifts in
answer to prayer. We believe that if He sends #uple to us who need to be here for study and are
asking questions in prayer, He will also send mrteans to feed them. A big crop of vegetables will
make a big difference in feeding the summer guastsAbri. The Lord who controls the weather also
can send in the needed support for workers and thygeway to repair the furnace, put in electrical
installations, etc.” When they moved into the hotlse were no electrical installations at all. fEhe
was no stove, refrigerator, or anything like ti&tie goes on, “Each need will be prayed about. e wi
wait for guidance to proceed according to His dpeanswers in sending the means.”

This meant that they prayed for all the little dstaf life. Edith wrote something interesting albou
herself. She was mentioning doing the washing #fiepeople had left who had been there for the
weekend. She said, “Please do pray that it mayp@abdo long before the Lord will open up the way to
install the washing machine and other electricg$eas at present the ordinary tasks of washiudg an
ironing with no equipment consumes such quantdfgsecious time. That is the Martha-ish side of
things. | have been impressed lately that | musjusd shoulder this burden as something that i®up
me to do or die, but that the Lord can take carthisfneed, too. It is SO easy to save out someywngy
to do on the side, while one is rejoicing in bigteries. At least, that is my weakness.” | am sueecan
all identify with that. We like to see how God amsw/our prayers in the big things, but we all like
have certain parts of our lives that we can cortrelworry about so we can carry on worrying abbut
| am certain that some of you do that. | am saorgdy that | do it. We all do. We have things ke lio
dig our own teeth into, rather than really commgtthem to the Lord. That is what Edith was talking
about.

There was prayer for all the details of their liféne other thing that was an important part of tes

the existence of the praying family. Edith wrot@abthat as well. She said, “Finally and most
important, L’Abri fellowship may seem very smalltbwe know that there are many who have a daily
part in the work here through their faithful pragiefhe ones who are working here through prayer we
wish to speak of as the praying family of L’Abrio¥ yourselves know whether you are one whom the
Lord has called to join us in this way or not.” Fbe Schaeffers, from the beginning, they saw the
people in America, England, other parts of Switaed, and around the world who prayed for them as
just as important a part of their work as those wieoe there, meeting the needs of the people whom
God brought to them. This was not merely a slogah Edith was writing. This was the mentality that
they had. The praying family was just as importapart of the work as those who were there ansgerin
people’s questions. When people accuse Schaefteziong a rationalist, they have no understanding at
all of how much prayer went into their own minisamyd how much they depended on the prayer of
other people for the work of God in the heartsedge who came and even in bringing them there in
the first place. The praying family was and sslteday a most important part of the ministry oAhfi.

Another thing that they discovered, a year or serdhey moved into the village of Huemoz, was that
many years before there had been a couple whowaeda chalet only 50 or 100 meters up the road
who had been Christians. The husband was a paktwmeuld come on vacation and speak from time
to time in the village church. A generation befthis couple had been praying that one day God would
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raise up an evangelical work in that village. Thage church was not evangelical. It is sad to they

it was not a live church at all. The Schaeffersewthey discovered this, saw themselves as an answe
to that prayer. The very chalet that the couplelhad in and owned was later bought and giverhe t
work of L’Abri. It was Chalet le Suppan, which medithe pines.”

Interestingly, we had the same experience in Enigdrthe British branch of L’Abri many years later.
Our branch was in the village of Greatham in thetls@f England in Hampshire. After we had been
working there for about 16 years, and the Lord inisell us there to start an evangelical church in the
area that had a couple hundred people from thegédt around by that time, we discovered that an old
lady, who had lived there many years before anddfadt about three years before we started thekwo
there in 1971, had been praying her whole life Gadl would raise up some workers in that village W
did not know anything about that until 1986. Shd et the village in 1968, and we had started the
work in 1971. Yet she said to somebody whom shelatet on who knew our work there, “Have you
heard anything about what is happening in thegdlaf Greatham? | know you live near there. Every
day since | left | have been praying that God waoalde up a work in that area.” Of course, He had
taken our branch there many years before, but Heanawering her prayers. So L’Abri is first and
essentially a ministry that is based on prayer.

L’Abri was also a ministry that was dedicated tinlgea demonstration that God would transform our
lives now, that God would make a difference in heglive today. First L'Abri was based on the realit
that God would demonstrate His existence throughwvaring prayer. Second, it was based on the reality
that He would demonstrate His existence by the wayvere living day by day. Schaeffer had written
into the foundational document of L’Abri the dedioe what he called “supernaturally restored
relationships” among those Christians who were wgyland living together in L’Abri.

This was never perfect, but without any questiorg can say that L’Abri, since its beginning in 1955
and until today, has continued to show a measutiei®feality. It is in the practice of hospitality

those who came to stay. Already within the firsaryef the work beginning, there were sometimes 20
people or more, including their family, stayingthen weekends. There were people most weekends
and often throughout the week as well. They ne¢dée fed, looked after, and served in one way or
another. They lived in very close quarters. Thdeatha not very big, and it had many people livingt.

Let me describe what it was like when | went thar&967. | was a new Christian at the time, and |
worked for a year as Mrs. Schaeffer’'s cook and gyaed My wife, whom | met that year, was Francis
Schaeffer’s secretary. This tiny house still hacesal people visiting and living in it. It housdukt
Schaeffers and Frankie, their son who was stithgat home at that time. It had Francis Schaedfer’
mother. When her husband died, and as she got, dld@rcis went to the United States and brought her
back to live with them. She was not an easy petsdime with. She was an extraordinarily difficult
person. She lived up on the top floor in a litbem right next to their bedroom. On the middle floo
next to the kitchen, they had an older woman listimgye who had been in some kind of accident. She
had been brought back to the age of a nine-yeaoraien-year-old. She lived there, and they caoed f
her and she helped Edith in the kitchen and inroilagys. She was simply somebody they had taken in
who was in great need.

Schaeffer’s office was his bedroom. He did not haveffice. He sat at a little chair at the endhisf
bed. He did not even have a desk. He did his wittikgsin a little chair at the end of his bed. Wihmy
wife used to go take dictation, she had to go théooffice bedroom. There was not anywhere elgmto
Meanwhile, Edith would be cooking food downstaos 20, 30, or 40 people. People were constantly
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coming and going. There was an extraordinary ldgkivacy. It was an extraordinarily difficult
circumstance in which to demonstrate supernaturafifored relationships.

Let me give you an illustration from our own exeege in England. We moved into a small apartment
when we went to join the work as it began therg#didl. We had an apartment in a rambling old manor
house. | remember a relative of my wife’s who @dits from California. She walked in and simply
said, “Oh, dear.” It was dingy, dirty, and theresweardly any light in half the rooms. It was bamed

there were terrible drafts coming in everywherevds not a pleasant situation to be living in. dsw

small and, in addition, we had a couple living iroam in the apartment who shared our bathroom, as
well as a dozen people or more coming in everyfdayneals. The couple who lived in that room in the
apartment was on drugs, and they would go in thierdbam and smoke pot and leave the smell in there.
It was an extremely difficult situation. | rememigkaring a worker’s meeting when Schaeffer was
visiting us one time. He came into our apartmeihigre we had the meeting, and he said, “What we are
trying to do is not difficult. It is impossible.” Wat led him to say that was that he knew of owasibn

with this couple who was in terrible shape andlivin our apartment with us. At the same time, they
were doing work on our kitchen. So, all of our fadl dishes were in the bedroom and living room.
The kitchen walls were being ripped out, but Vieks still trying to cook meals in the place. There
were dishes and food piled around our bed and eidme. It was into that situation that Schaeffenea
and made that statement that “what we are tryirdpte not difficult. It is impossible.”

There was that element in the work much of the tinean remember many days during the 19 years we
worked at L’Abri when | woke up and said, “I canmiat this for another day. What we are trying to do

is impossible. | am not prepared to see anothergeraon. | do not see how we can serve a meal to
another 30 people today.” How could | get up wheras trying to get my children off to school and
serve breakfast and be pleasant to 30 peoplelat@ock in the morning? There was an element to
the work of L’Abri that must be recognized as ariacal work. There is an element of what one ntigh
call dying daily in the work. It is in the realiof that that the power of God is demonstrateds It i
demonstrated in that He enables you to pick upwioak and do it day after day. He enables you ¥ lo
and genuinely care for and serve the people whaceren though you may have just said that you
cannot greet another person nicely again. God esajolu to do it.

That is the second fundamental aspect of the woikdependence on the Holy Spirit. It is seekimg
be a demonstration that God can really transforim esir daily lives.

© Spring 1990, Jerram Barrs & Covenant TheologiBaminary



