Francis A. Schaeffer: The Later Years Lesson 1, page 1

Life at L’Abri

In the previous lesson | spoke about the basicachanistics of L’Abri. In this lesson | will desbe

what L’Abri was like when | was there in Switzerthim the summer of 1967 until the summer of 1968.
That will be the best way to give you an idea otwvine Schaeffers’ life was like. | will describéat a
normal day was like, what a normal weekend was bkeerhaps | should say an abnormal weekend,
because every weekend was abnormal in comparisonditeary life. | will describe the situation there
to give you some idea of what they were doing.

If you could see a map of the Rhone Valley, whheeSchaeffers lived, you would see that the tiaim |
goes south to Italy toward Milan. In the other diren are the Lake of Geneva and Lausanne and
Geneva itself and Monterrey. They originally livedhe village of Champery, in the canton of Valais

On the other side of the valley is the Protestantan of Vaud. These are the towns that appear
repeatedly in the stories that you might read fidra. Schaeffer. There was a little town called Aigt

the bottom of the valley. There was a little tovamred Ollon, which you would pass through on the
road. Next was the town of Huemoz itself; Huemoez@lon, was the name of the little river that ran
through the valley. Then came the next two towrredieres and Villars. Many years later the
Schaeffers moved into a house in Chesieres. The tdwWluemoz was situated around 3000 or 4000 feet
up the mountainside where they lived.

| want to describe what life was like in Switzedaat that time, from 1967 to 1968. | had just bee@n
Christian a few months before. | hitchhiked fromgkamd to Switzerland, leaving the day after |
graduated from the university. | arrived there &a¢urday in the middle of one of their busy weelsend
in June 1967. By that time there were multiple lesus

When they first started the work, after they hadrbdrown out of Champery, the first house theygut
down payment on was Chalet les Melezes. A coupleafs later they started renting a chalet next.doo
By the time | was there in 1967 there were eightses around Huemoz that L’Abri was using. There
was Chalet Bethany, which was on a road to a elieg/led Panex. There was a tiny apartment that was
in the middle of the village, right next to thelage inn. There was also a tiny back road thatavég
accessible by car for a short distance and theginite to a dead end. That was where another of the
chalets was, which was where Schaeffer’s eldegjitau Priscilla lived with her husband. There was
also Chalet les Suppan, which they had prayeddok in 1955 and 1956 and which they got about 10
years later when it was bought and given to thekwbi.’Abri by somebody who had worked with

Amy Carmichael at Dohnavur Fellowship in India foany years. When | went there in 1967,
Schaeffer’'s youngest daughter, Debbie, was livitege with her husband, Udo Middleman. There was
also another chalet, which Jane Stuart Smith limethe opera singer from Milan, who originally cam
from Roanoke, Virginia. She lived with Betty Cams@ writer from Illinois, and the two of them live
there together now. There was also another ctadethere were eight houses scattered throughout the
village of Huemoz that L’Abri had in 1967.

Let me tell you a little bit about what it was lide the houses during the summer there were ar6Qnd
people staying in the various chalets during thekv®n weekends that number could go up to 100. In
the winter, when L’Abri was at its quietest poitfitere were 20 to 30 people staying in the houseaglu
the week and 30 to 50 on the weekends. It was @meé&d and busy summer. People would start
arriving in larger numbers any time from April Ur@ictober or November.
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People stayed in all the different houses. Theneadew people living in Chalet les Melezes with t
Schaeffers. As | mentioned, there was Mrs. Schégfiieother, and there was Gracie, the woman who
had an accident. She was a lovely person, butathéhe mind of a 10-year-old. There were usually a
couple of men staying in the bunks in the basemgtitat house. And there were usually three or four
girls living on the middle floor, along with Graci€he Schaeffers and Frankie, their son, who wasitab
15 at the time, and grandmother were living onttiefloor.

Chalet Bethany could take up to 20 people. ChakeBluppan sometimes had up to 20 people. Chalet
Bourdonette usually had between 10 and 15 peoplaleCRionci had only two or three. Chalet Tzi-No
was a tiny chalet, and it had just John and Plasaitd their family. All these people were scatiere
around the village. Sometimes there were other lpesipying inpensionsaround, who had come in to
study. Apensionwas a small bed-and-breakfast type of place thaple could stay in around the
village. They would also stay in other small viksgn the area, like Chesieres and Villars. Otleeppe
who were not staying were constantly coming anagoi

The lives of those of us who lived and worked theeze made more difficult when tourists would
arrive occasionally and want to see Schaeffer. Mappened more often later than in 1967, because in
1967 he was only beginning his first books. Witiwme years, however, there were people who arrived
as tourists to see L’Abri and Francis Schaefferthat time in 1967 there were not people like tNat
there were constantly people who were just droppin§ome of them would write ahead of time, but
many people would just turn up to stay there attang.

People were living in the various houses and etdlagya meal list was put up in a central place ial&h
les Melezes. All the people staying would haverttgferent meals at the different houses. So you
would be moved around. You would probably eat biestlat the house you were living in. Then lunch
and dinner would probably be in one of the othetlets.

At the beginning, L’Abri only had guests, peopleonkere coming for a weekend or a few days. There
was no charge for them in 1967. Later, the Scheseffad people who wanted to stay for longer periods
of time. Guests could stay for up to 10 days. #stfithat is all there were. One or two people Waihy
with the Schaeffers to help them. Some of theminecaorkers, like Dorothy Jamieson, who |
mentioned was the first person outside the famip wtayed to help them and then became a worker.
Of course, for those who were staying as helpevgookers there was no charge, and they even got a
tiny amount of support or salary. That has devealopece that time, since there are now families who
work at L’Abri, and they need enough to live oneytare given a proper salary today, but in the
beginning they were only getting a little pocketmagp.

As L'Abri developed, more people started coming aaahting to stay for extended periods of time to
study. The Schaeffers developed what they calledl Feouse. It was named after the Swiss Reformer,
William Farel, who had preached in that part of Beisland. He preached throughout the small villages
like Huemoz in the sixteenth century. He was aeklssociate of Calvin. He was a preacher who went
throughout the villages, preaching the evangelBmdpel in the mountains. They named their study
center after him.

Once Farel House was started and people wanteadytdos periods longer than a week or weekend,
they began charging a fee for those people. Priynaivas to help them take their studies seriously
People would stay for two weeks, a month, or timeaths. They would stay to study in depth. Many of
those who did that were Christians who wanted taeand spend some time studying with Schaeffer,
thinking with him, and working through things. Hearel House they charged a fee, and they stillfdo.
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somebody comes to L’Abri as a student, rather #saa guest for a few days, they are charged a fee
toward the cost of their expenses. | estimateithall the years | worked in the English L’Abri gliee
that people paid covered about 15 percent of ostisdo run L’Abri. The rest of the cost, 85 percest
still dependent on completely unsolicited giftsnirpeople.

L’Abri today is where it was at the beginning, winis totally dependent, month by month, on gifst th
are given for its ongoing work. We get letters froor colleagues in England so we can pray for them.
For the last three months, the whole of L’Abri lh@en in a position in which at the beginning of the
month they have not had anything to pay the hilfgliat month. Their prayers have been answered
quite dramatically in the last few days of each th@o they can pay their bills. That seems to be a
bigger thing now that there are whole families wark there. Yet when the Schaeffers started, they
were scraping the bottom of the barrel all the tils@gch month they only had enough money to pay the
bills that came that month. They would do repagsn@ney came in for them. L'Abri is back in that
position now.

There was a long in-between period, from 1968 U4, which was the time of Schaeffer’s death, tha
the Schaeffers gave all of their royalties to L’Afthose provided something of a cushion. Yet even
when his books were selling well, at the heightisfpopularity, the royalties from the books codea¢
the most about 40 percent of L’Abri’s budget foe §rear. That was a gradually growing amount from
1968 onward, when the first books were publishetd 1884 or 1985. During that period when the
royalties were coming in, because his books sgceat many copies, L’Abri built up a cushion of
finances that meant that if they did not receiveiat they could remain open for five or six months
before the work would have to close completely.tAtbugh that time they were still dependent otsgif
Five or six months’ cushion is not much of a cushiMhen you have 12 or 15 families who are
dependent on the work for their livelihood. It wast much security in a worldly sense.

That was only at the height of Schaeffer’'s boolinge Now L’Abri is back to where it was at the
beginning and where it was still in 1967 when | itrere. It has no cushion whatsoever. Every month
it exhausts all of its finances. It is an ongoimgninstration to God’s answers to their prayensalt a
dramatic thing as a young Christian to come andlsse You came into a situation in which they were
dependent on gifts from people coming in, oftemfieeople they did not know. Over our years working
in the English L'Abri, many of the people who suped L’Abri with gifts, sometimes through one-time
gifts and sometimes regularly, were often peoplaidenot know at all. We would write to them and
thank them. It was amazing to be supported that Whagre is very little regular income. There are a
very few people who give regularly to L’Abri thaby can count on. There are very few churches who
give regularly. Even today, the majority of thetgithat come in are for less than $1000. With ihe of
L’Abri now, it needs a great deal of money. In Eargl, by the time we left there, it was costing acbu
$150,000 per year to run the branch because tialeople working and staying there. Almost &l th
gifts are between $5 and $1000, mostly on the smaiid of that.

Are the branches of L’Abri autonomous? That isarotasy question to answer. The Dutch branch has
always been completely independent financially. dtineer branches have a degree of independence.
There was no autonomy in a strict sense, becalisétaem report their finances monthly to L’Abri’'s
treasurer. Everyone is aware of everyone elseantial situation. The salary of those working ia th
different branches is made as close as possiledgual across the different nations in which L’Abri
works so that everyone is treated equally. The WApri works, you do not get a salary increase as y
work longer. Somebody who just begins the worklbaipaid the same amount as somebody who has
worked there for 15 or 20 years. You are paid enbihsis of the number of your children and other
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factors of need rather than through a graduatedysatheme. So there is uniformity in the way ficen
are dealt with throughout the branches.

All the branches of L’Abri are completely interdeglent in terms of praying for one another, working
together, encouraging one another, and meetinghtegence per year. The directors from the differen
branches meet together once per year for a wegtaiotogether and talk about the work. So thermis
autonomy in that sense at all. Yet in practice fiaay to day, each branch operates with a fair ¢egfe
independence. Each branch is also dependent artlugft are given to that branch directly. Thenmsois
an absolute financial independence in that seheagh, because if they run short, there is a génera
fund. There are people who simply give to L’Abrihar than to the English L’Abri or Swiss L’Abri or
American L’Abri. There is a general fund from whighy of the branches can draw on when in need.
Yet most of the finances come to the branches iexggntly and individually as people pray for their
work and support their particular work.

Let me return to describing what life was like &lbri in 1967. | described the houses of L’Abri and
the people who lived there. The next issue to dmngs what kinds of people went there when | went
there as a young Christian in the summer of 196@érd were all sorts of people. You cannot categoriz
them as belonging to any particular group. Thereewgeiite a few people who were not Christianslat al
Since that was the height of the hippie periodietlveere many counter-cultural people.

| can give you an illustration of one person whmeahere. After | had been there for a couple of
weeks, which was how long I originally intendedémain there, | decided | was going to remain and
work there for a year. | thought | should go homd tell my parents that | was going to do thatl So
hitchhiked back to England. | explained to my pé&evhat | was going to be doing. A non-Christian
who was at L’Abri came with me to visit my familyhen I hitchhiked back to Switzerland from
England. On the way there, in the middle of a cgblyzatch in France, | encountered a hippie. He was
stealing a cabbage from somebody’s field becausikdheot have anything to eat. We started talking,
and | told him where | was going and invited hingtowith me. So he came back to L’Abri with me.
He was a really wild guy.

There were all sorts of people there. There wellegmteachers and lecturers. There were doctats an
lawyers. There were dropouts. There were ordinamjilfes. There were people who were young
Christians who had all kinds of questions. Thereaweople who were about to give up their faith.
There were people with all kinds of emotional asgighological problems. There is always a great
mixture of people staying at any branch of L’Aldrhat is one of the things that makes working there
challenging. You get such a mixture of people cagnand you cannot predict what kind of people you
are going to have, what kinds of questions theygareg to ask, and what things they are going to be
struggling with. With up to 100 people there on wWeekends, there was a huge variety of people.eTher
were quite a few men from Africa there. There wageple who were working in Europe with Operation
Mobilization who had come there to study for a whil

How did people learn about L’Abri? At that timeeth were not even any books. Most people learned
about L’Abri, and still do today, through personahtact with somebody. One example is the guy from
the cabbage patch. | was not stealing from theagblpatch, but he was. There were many people who
simply met people in all kinds of ways and woulchtup at L’Abri. Some years later, when | was there
visiting for a L’Abri directors’ meeting, there weetwo men there from Afghanistan. They came from a
completely Muslim background. They had come tocitreclusion that God was completely different
from what they had been told. They prayed that Godld reveal Himself to them. Then a young
Australian who had been at L’Abri in Switzerlanddamas traveling across Asia on his way back to
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Australia stopped in their village and managedaimimunicate to them that L’Abri in Switzerland was a
place they could go to learn about God. They cdraeet | met them there, and they became Christians.
So people came there in all sorts of ways fronkialils of places.

Many of them were people who had encountered iddals in some place. Some were from places in
the United States. Maybe there was a teachera@ltege who knew about L’Abri and had a student who
started asking questions. The teacher could telsthdent about a place where he or she could find
some answers and that Schaeffer would help hinrellere others who went because somebody in
their family or church had been helped. It is thme today. While there are many people who go
because they have read a book or heard a L’Abrileeispeaking at a conference, there are many
people who still go because they have met someltdyhas said it is a helpful place to go. At that
time, in 1967, almost everybody came by word of thouhad heard about it through the person | was
converted through at the university. He was a Camagho had spent some time studying at the Swiss
L’Abri. He had spent a few weeks there betweendiois years at the university where he was doing a
Ph.D. in philosophy. He found Schaeffer very hdlpfle used to play tapes by Schaeffer in his
apartment on Saturday nights. That is how | wayedad. He encouraged me to go to Switzerland
when | graduated. There were many other people filer that who had become Christians through
somebody who had been at L'Abri, just as | had.salits of people were coming in all sorts of ways.

What about the schedule at L’Abri? Every Monday watkay of prayer. The day would always start
with Edith giving a talk on prayer, which was suped to be for 20 minutes but would usually be for a
least an hour. Then there would be a short tim@afer together. Then everybody would go back to
their various jobs or study. If you were at L’Alas a student, you would study at Farel House either
the morning or in the afternoon. Then you wouldpheith the work that needed to be done around the
place for the other half of the day. When | werré) they had recently had a chapel built. Fareiddo
was a room in the basement of that chapel whete aglozen people could listen to tapes at the same
time. That was where you would go to study for loélfhe day, and then you would help around the
houses with cooking, cleaning, or gardening themotialf of the day.

Monday was a day of prayer. After Edith’s talk,rhevas a list on which everyone would sign up for
half an hour or more to pray. They would pray fogit own needs and particularly for L’Abri, its rkse
and the people staying there. So every Monday lehia of prayer going through the day. This went
back to the beginning of the L’Abri when Edith $&ak doing this with her children. You would go to
your work or study and then you would take timetoupray specifically for the work of L’Abri. Then
there would be a prayer meeting on Monday evenfiteg supper.

Usually on Tuesday and Thursday there was a leciuBgble study in the evening. The weekends were
incredibly busy. The Schaeffers would have a daypofFriday. It was often not much of a day off for
Schaeffer, because if the weather was good he widtdd go for a walk with people staying at L’Abri.
He would take them for a hike in the mountains @day off. Sometimes, even if it was a day off,
Edith would do extraordinary things for people. bet give you an illustration from my own life. Hulit
has always been a matchmaker. She saw that Vidki aere beginning to get together. My wife was
Schaeffer’s secretary the year | was there. Shealweady there when | arrived in June. In October,
Edith saw that we were beginning to spend a liitiee together. | was working in the houses as Eslith
cook and gardener, and my wife was working as Stdréesecretary. When she saw us beginning to
get together, she spent half the night before hgrodif, both the night before and early that dagking

us a special picnic. She thought she would pubkad in helping us get together. When we went for a
hike that day, it was a beautiful day in Octobewas actually my birthday, October 20. Edith had
prepared the most beautiful picnic lunch you caagime in order to help our romance along. She had
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roasted a little chicken. She had made cookiegs;and sweetbreads. She had put in a cloth tatiecl
and cloth napkins and silverware. She had it atkpd up, and it was her contribution to helpingyes
together. | had great delight in telling her the¢ming that we actually got engaged the night leefdre
appreciated her kindness. It was her day off, bathed risen early to prepare that for us. Thagou
an idea of the kind of concern for individuals ttiegy were prepared to take on and that they always
took on in their lives. You could not be there with experiencing a sense of how they treated each
person as an individual and how they cared for eaeh

On the weekends, masses of people would stariragron Friday evenings. Breakfast on Saturday was
usually in the house where you were living. Forchuevery Saturday, | would start making the meal
right after breakfast. We would have about 20 pedm lunch on Saturday. The other thing | haddo d
Saturday morning was to make bread for Edith. Sithes for so many people, their huge kitchendabl
would be completely covered in dough when we madad It took a powerful person to knead that
amount of dough. She would serve it to everybodgpaturday evening for supper and for Sunday tea.
She would come up after breakfast on Saturday mgrand give us instructions on what she wanted us
to make for lunch. They were detailed instructidh&dith ever thought that you did not know exgctl
what she meant, then she would draw for you wizat sihe wanted the carrots or onions chopped or
whatever else you were preparing. After a whileewlou got to know her standards, you knew what to
do without her doing all that. Yet she would gtilepare a detailed menu.

She would then go back down to start working indféce. At that time in 1967 she was writing the
L’Abri story. Schaeffer was writinbhe God Who Is ThewndEscape from Reasoifihe first books

were in the pipeline at that time. Edith would gowth to work in their office. He would be upstains i

his office. There was so much going on in theirdeall the time that it was very noisy, becauses a
little wooden chalet. Schaeffer would have to piaysic upstairs all day long in order to do any work
and drown out the noise that was coming up fromowehrough the wooden floors. He played classical
music all day long to enable himself to work. Heswaorking in his little bedroom where he had adlitt
chair at the end of the bed. On Saturday he woalsiatne dictation to my wife, who was his secretary
then. In the morning after breakfast he would spsorde time working on his sermon for Sunday. He
would also spend time talking to people who wegzdlonly for the weekend and had come to see him.

About a half hour before lunch, Edith would app@eaput the final touches on the lunch. We would
have everything prepared and cooking, and Edithidvda the last-minute creative things that she
wanted to do. Lunch was supposed to be ready ab’cleek. Inevitably she would appear at twelve-
thirty and we would be just about ready to serwe thien somebody would come in to talk to her. She
would stand there with a ladle in her hand, anadhélieugh you would be ready to serve and there were
30 people sitting there waiting for lunch, becasise gives people her total attention, lunch wowld n

get served until she finished that conversationy@owould be trying to keep everything hot forfreal
hour or even an hour while she gave whoever ithesisindivided attention. It was quite frustrating

after having prepared everything on time to haveryhing stop in its tracks.

While we were serving lunch, and while she wasiegriunch, because she would oversee the serving
every day, Francis would have a discussion witlpfeeat the table. Lunch would often go for one and
half or two hours. It would start at one o’clockgdat would often not end until three o’clock. Thigs a
typical Saturday lunch with a lengthy discussiomgan around the table. Schaeffer would typically
answer people’s questions. He almost always atefoold and hardly anything at all because he would
give his complete attention to whoever happendiktasking the questions.
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When we finally got lunch cleared up on Saturddgrabon, Edith and | and whoever else was helping
would start working on supper. At that time she st serving supper to everybody. Often in the
summer that was to 100 people. We would make slgms/or pizza for 100 people. That was why we
made so much bread dough in the morning. We wexgaping to serve 80 to 100 people every Saturday
night. It would be a simple supper that you couwddrdhuge amounts like that. | can assure you,
however, that when you are cooking for large grdikasthat, nothing is simple.

After supper there would be a discussion everyr8atuevening. There would be people who were not
even staying for the weekend who would turn uphiat Saturday evening discussion. There would
often be up to 100 people crammed into their doarsstiving room, on the stairs, or out in the gard

if the weather was nice, and they would hear thihahg windows and the door. Schaeffer would
encourage people to ask whatever questions thetedam ask. As you look back at his ministry, his
ability to answer questions and discuss issuegheagreatest gift that God gave him. The thing that
was immediately obvious in every discussion wasbmpassion for the people asking the questions.
He had sympathy, understanding, and readines® moindemn any questions, doubt, or problem that
was raised. One could see some wonderful discussiarng those Saturday evenings. When there
were masses of people, they would have the dismssan the chapel. You could easily get over 100
people in there. Those are some of the things éreber most clearly about my time there, the way
Francis would answer people’s questions. There adenest always non-Christians asking very basic
guestions.

On Sunday morning, breakfast would be in the hguasewere living in. | was living in Chalet Bethany.
Then there was a church service held in the chap&unday morning. Schaeffer was usually the person
preaching. For the first many years, he was thg paison who was preaching there. As the church
there grew, however, other people began to joinihithe work of preaching and teaching there. ¥t h
would usually preach on Sunday morning. It was Igaasermon that was an hour in length. They were
good, long sermons with lots of meat.

As soon as he got back from church he would did¢tatey wife until lunchtime. That was how his
Sundays went, and how hers went too, which usadake me rather annoyed when we were engaged
because it meant we had very little time togetmeSondays.

For Sunday lunch they would usually have about&fpte. They always had a particular practice for
Sunday lunch of usually having new people thereywere people who had come for the weekend or
especially for the church service. Their practinéSainday lunch was to go around the table and
systematically ask people who they were, where tagye from, and where they were spiritually. Every
one of those accounts that people gave would alveagsto a discussion. This meant that lunch would
often start at one o’clock and it often would notleintil four o’clock or four-thirty. If you haveO3

people and you are giving each one a chance twkaye is, where he comes from, and why he is
there, and if you leave time to have a discussmmutisome of the questions they had, then it mada f
long lunch. Edith would always make something sgdfor lunch on Sunday. She put a great amount of
creative effort into her cooking. She is still ga@me today. | have been able to stay with her pleamf
times in the last few years. Even though she i$ wil her seventies, she still lavishes attention,
affection, and concern on you if you stay with imeher home. She produces some wonderful meals,
and that was always the way she was.

You might think that was enough meals for the weadkéut at that time they were serving tea to
everybody on Sundays. Sunday tea usually had bet@@and 50 people. Many people start to leave
who had only come for the weekend. For Sundaysteawould make, and have us help her make, all
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kinds of dainty little sandwiches. The bread watsqute thin. You had to get about 40 slices ouh of

loaf of bread. It was not because she was parsousribut because she wanted to have bread that was
wafer thin so that the sandwiches would taste &etter. We would also make cakes and other kinds of
things.

Sunday tea was not usually a time for discussionat held in the living room, and people sat atbun
casually. For Sunday lunches, even if there werto 3D people there, they would have half a dozen
tables crammed into their dining room. There was loig table that sat about a dozen people. Then
there were four or five smaller tables that eaadldct@it four or five people. Yet everyone was payin
attention to the discussions, to the questionsdiff@rent people from all over the room were agkin
Schaeffer. It was a meal that was carried on widlabbgue. For Sunday evening tea and for Saturday
dinner when there was up to 100 people, those swesite completely informal, and people would sit in
various locations and have conversations in twakstrees. Any sit-down meal at the table, however,
like Sunday or Saturday lunch, always had a fomisdussion with only one person speaking at a time
so that everyone could pay attention to what wasgogaid.

As you can imagine, the schedule was quite hdctithe summer, as Edith’s helper and cook, we would
do many extra things as well. | was often up wigh, lbecause if you worked for her you kept the same
hours she did. | was just out of college, so | wasng and healthy, or at least | thought | was. aftr
three months of it | was shattered and in needrafligay. | was up before seven in the morningdb g
the bread from the baker. We were often up un#l the next morning making pickles and relishes or
freezing corn from the garden. So even after thyewts over and you had cooked meals for so many
people, there were still other things to do aftedvaremember that summer there was such a huge cr
of green tomatoes and cucumbers from the gardemsvtien the first frost came, we had so much relish
that we made it in the bathtub. We made 80 qudntslish. We had to scrub out the tub with bleazh t
make it spotlessly clean first, and then we mablege tub of relish for the Saturday evening supgers
was incredibly hard work trying to keep up with tdand work for her.

That gives you some kind of idea of the kind ofestile they went through. On weekdays Schaeffer
would always dictate for several hours each morritgwas amazingly prompt at answering letters. He
would try to reply to every letter he received witkwo or three days of receiving it. Already aath

time he was getting huge amounts of corresponddines, were from people who wanted to come or
people who had been there and were writing to loinin&lp. They were people he had met in different
places. By that time there were also various Ahandeaders from around the world who would wrde t
him to ask for his advice. My wife could give yolist, although she would not do it because of
privacy, of the names of many people you would gecce from all sorts of different denominations and
Christian groups around the world who were writiadnim for advice and spiritual wisdom. He would
dictate for hours, and he would expect those ktiego out that afternoon or the next day. Oncedake
them dictated they had to go. Working as his sacyatas tremendously hard work as well.

He would also spend part of the time working onrtteuscripts folrhe God Who Is TheandEscape
from ReasonThen he would spend part of the time talkingttmlents who had come to study at L’Abri.
At that time he was still seeing every person waime through individually to talk to them about thei
study program, including what tapes they were gtanigsten to, what books they were going to read,
and what their questions were. If the weather wee Ime would almost always go for a walk with at
least one person. The hills around there were dilchebeautiful. It is really one of the most beéult
places on earth, there in the Alps, in every sea$dime year.
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| have said all this to describe a little bit abainat their life was like. They worked hard. Theras no
way one could doubt their commitment to what theyendoing and their commitment to the people
who came there. Of course life there was far frdeal in all kinds of ways. Yet without any doubt,
there was a substantial demonstration of the eff@ttthe Christian faith has on people’s livesuYo
could see the way they were giving themselvesdbwlork and the people who came there. The
Schaeffers were a dramatic demonstration of thegpeginess to be like a grain of wheat that fatis in
the ground and dies in order to bear fruit. It @ety did bear fruit in people’s lives. That qugldf life
opens people’s minds in a dramatic way. When pesgaea substantial demonstration of Christianity
being lived, they are so much readier to hear whbathave to say and hear the way you answer
guestions. Whole lives of human beings are intareoted. So when you touch somebody’s heart, or
when you feed their body, they are much more reéadigten to what you have to say.
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