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TheMinistry God Gave to the Schaeffers

Our Father, we want to thank You for all You gigesach day, for the beauty of today, for the s@ns
the seasons all around us, and for Your glory digetl in all You made. We thank You for Your care fo
us each day and for all You give us. We pray, Fathat You will teach us in this lesson, as wekhi
about Your hand in Schaeffer’s history, that it ,ragourage us to think about Your hand in our own
lives and what You are able to do in our lives. Mé&y, Father, that we may run the race You have set
before us with faithfulness. We thank You for grsgverance that You gave to Schaeffer and all the
ways You blessed his life and ministry. We praghé&athat You will be with us, in Jesus’ hame. Ame

In this lesson we will consider what ministry thertl gave the Schaeffers. | will summarize somegthin
about the ministry God gave them. Before | do tleitne add one comment about a question we
previously considered concerning Schaeffer’s stuayits. | spoke to my wife about when he studied.
She was his secretary for a year and got to knawwell how he conducted his time. She said that he
simply studied all the time. He took advantagewsrg moment that he had. He was an extraordinarily
self-disciplined person.

Let me give an illustration from his Bible-readihgbits. He read four chapters of the Bible every da
He read three from the Old Testament. He would ataBenesis and then maybe also read in Kings and
Isaiah. So he was always reading from each thittieOIld Testament. He would start reading through
like that. If you do that, you will get through tk#d Testament in less than a year. He also read a
chapter from the New Testament each day. If yothdt you get through the New Testament in
something like seven or eight months. He did thanfany years. It was not because he felt legaliat
though it was something he had to do. It was sirbplyause he wanted to grow in his own
understanding of Scripture. So he read four passaigine Bible every day of his life for many years
You can imagine the number of times that he reealitih the whole of Scripture. You can imagine how
well he knew it and how well he knew how the paglated to each other. It was one of the reasorys wh
he read in several different places at once. figeehim to see the interwovenness of God’s hand
throughout the history of His people and how d#fdrparts of Scripture related to each other. dsi$te
was disciplined like that in his personal Bibledstunabits, he was also disciplined in his othedgtu
habits as well. He took advantage of every spareiteithere was to read or think about something.

The question for this lesson is what ministry diod@ive to the Schaeffers? | cannot really ansivatr t
guestion, of course, only God can. One of the axgihings to look forward to is to see what higtor
really meant when we stand before God, and He shiswghat has been built by each person on the
foundation of Christ. Paul said in 1 Corinthiangh&t each person’s work will be shown, whether we
have built with gold, silver, and precious storasyith wood, hay, and stubble, which will be expds
by the searching fire of God’s examination of wivathave done. It will be wonderful to see what God
did through the ministry of the Schaeffers. We wék what gold, silver, and precious stones were
actually built on the foundation of Christ. We halkread history books, and every day we read the
newspaper, listen to the radio, and watch telenisfde hear about the things that people think are
important. The news on the television and in thegpsiis supposed to be history-making events, get w
know that God’s perspective of history is quitdehént.

The example | like to use of how different thingek from God’s perspective than from the perspectiv
of our society is the example of John F. Kennedywds a popular president in the United States. He
was regarded as an extremely significant perstmstory. C. S. Lewis died on the same day that
Kennedy was shot. When the true history is writtea will see how significant C. S. Lewis’ life wds.
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will have enormous significance in comparison thn)&. Kennedy'’s significance in history. Heaven is
going to have many people there because of thestryrof C. S. Lewis. God will show us the true
meaning of history when we stand before Him andlise¢hings that people have done and the
significance of the choices they have made andavthethey spent their time.

So | cannot really give you an accurate picturthefministry that God gave the Schaeffers. | will
attempt to do it, however, in terms of what one sa@ at the moment regarding what God accomplished
through the Schaeffers’ life together. | will dieidt under several headings.

First 1 will speak about L’Abri. In a way, the wodf L’Abri was their major ministry. It was the

ministry that they gave most of their life to. Teere many thousands of people who passed thrbegh t
branches of L’Abri over the years, including thei&nbranch when the Schaeffers were working there.
There are many thousands of people whose lives twwaohed, who became believers, or who grew
dramatically in their understanding. Those peopdatback to their homes to either carry on theedi

or to pick up new paths of their lives as pastonssionaries, schoolteachers, lecturers, doctansydrs,
businesspeople, as men and women in the armedsf@sdousewives, as homemakers, as farmers, as
police men and women, and as all kinds of peopknywbf them went out to help other people in a
completely new kind of way.

| will speak about four ways to think about thigttthe Schaeffers themselves used to describe their
work. Schaeffer constantly spoke about the “narrcamel wider” L’Abris. The narrower work of God
was the work that He was doing in Switzerland dreddther branches. It included the people who were
going there and being helped by the personal ctsthg the discussions around the table, by the
lectures, by the sermons, by the Bible studies,gnithe whole life there. That is the narrower LtAb

the people who came through. By the wider L’Abrh&effer meant all the other people whose lives
were touched by those who went to L’Abri. It inchetithe people who went back to their own homes
and then started teaching others what they hadddaihey started putting in to practice beforeegh
what they had learned about Christian obediensejaeship, sacrifice, and hospitality.

A second expression that Schaeffer used was whaaikesl about “people bundled up with us in a
special bundle of life.” That was one of his fate@mexpressions. By that he meant the people who,
because of their time spent at L'Abri, began tashlhe same approach to what being a Christian imean
to the truth of the Christian message and to wietbrdship of Christ means to the Christian life.
meant living in the supernatural now, living beftine face of God. It was all the things that pedyald
learned and found precious while they were thecha8ffer used to speak of those people as those who
were “wrapped up with us in a special bundle @&.1if

The third way Schaeffer would describe it was teadpabout the ripples in the pool of history. Thes

one of his favorite images to use when speakingitaihe eternal significance of our lives. Justas y

cast a stone into a pool of water and then itstadking ripples that go out ever wider, he wasngpy

that in our lives as believers, when we touch sadgbwe also make ripples. He was thinking about
when he and Edith touched somebody’s life. Whearagn became a believer through them or had their
understanding of the Christian life transformed3xnyd using their ministry in their lives, it wasdila

ripple in a pool. Yet it did not stop with that imdiual. It went on through history, affecting operson

after another.

The fourth image that they used was one that Edittd and Francis picked up from her. It was the
image of the tapestry. That was the title of thembiwgraphy that Edith wrote about their life tdyst—
The Tapestry: The Life and Times of Francis andfE8chaefferEdith often used that image and so did
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Francis. They were speaking about the way God veeanelives into the lives of other people. Then we
stand back and look at what wonderful things Goelsdas He brings us to affect other people’s lives a
impact them. That process can go on forever.

Those were four ways that Francis and Edith desdribeir work. In thinking about their personal
contacts with people and those affected througimihiewill be amazing when we stand before the Lord
to see how many people were affected and what Goahaplished through their lives. In my position
teaching at Covenant Seminary and after spendimgesty years working at L’Abri, | constantly have
people writing me letters or telephoning me whgsening statement is that they became Christians
through Francis and Edith Schaeffer in L’Abri oatlthey were profoundly helped by their stay wité t
Schaeffers at L’Abri. AlImost every week | meet wstbmebody or hear from somebody like that. Then |
hear about what God is doing in their lives nowaflis what Schaeffer meant by ripples in a podher
tapestry that God is weaving. There are people whwess are touched, and then those ripples go on
into the lives of other people. Often we have reaicdbnly God knows, what those ripples are. The
Schaeffers themselves did not know, although | ara Brancis knows now. He is one among that cloud
of witnesses looking on at what God is accomplighimthe world. We can only get a small idea now of
what God has accomplished through their lives.

Let me give one illustration. Vishal Mangalwadifiem India. He went to L’Abri because he had heard
that Schaeffer was there, was answering peoplestouns, and was prepared to really think abowgroth
religions and philosophies. Vishal had a Christigbringing, but he had absolutely no help in deglin
with the challenge of Hinduism from Christians mdia. He heard that maybe Schaeffer could help him.
He went to Switzerland with many questions and l@mls that were being raised by Hinduism. He
found Schaeffer's answers enormously helpful, éhengh Schaeffer had no first-hand experience with
Hinduism. He had not lived in India, but his apmioavas to look at Christianity as the truth. Hevals
looked at the way other religions and philosoplpieesented their worldview, how they failed to answe
the most basic questions, and their internal insteriscies. Vishal found Schaeffer's work enormously
helpful, including the personal discussions they tegether and the various lectures Schaeffer had
given on that and related subjects. Now Vishakiskiin India, and God has given him a wonderful
ministry as an evangelist in rural villages, spagkb people whom nobody has ever had the chance to
speak to about the Gospel. There are many othedeviui aspects of his ministry as well.

He is only one illustration of a person whose Vifas profoundly touched by the Schaeffers who has
then gone on to touch the lives of many other peaplwell. One could multiply that story by
thousands. | personally know pastors in a dozdrréifit countries who were converted through the
ministry of the Schaeffers. Now they are preachigGospel to others. That is the first way we can
speak about their ministry. It is the ministry tHegd through the grace of God to other individuai®
came through the branches of L’Abri.

The second aspect of their ministry was Schaeffectiring and speaking to people as he went to
different countries. Edith gave many example$tie Tapestryl constantly hear from people or meet
people who say they heard Schaeffer give a leatuseme place and it changed the whole way they
looked at the Christian life. Other people becarhadiians through his speaking. | remember a fellow
becoming a Christian here at Covenant Seminary \#obiaeffer came and gave his lectures “Possible
Answers to the Basic Philosophical Questions.” Mt when | was a student here. One non-Christian
came to those lectures. It was a series of fiv@olectures that Schaeffer gave for the studdritat

fellow became a Christian at the end of the weélat kind of thing happened all over the place ad Go
brought people along to hear him. He affected bothelievers who came to hear him and other people
who were helped in their faith.
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There is a passage Tine Tapestryn which Edith speaks about this aspect of thamstry. After

L’Abri began, in about 1954 or 1955, Schaeffer lmetgado quite a bit of speaking all over Europe,
especially Western Europe, and particularly ind@nit He went many times to speak to groups at
various universities in England—at Cambridge andb@kin London, and in Durham and Manchester,
and also in Scotland at Saint Andrew’s. In 196%&@&éfer had not spoken in the United States in many
years. Edith described the spiritual struggle sieeih relation to the speaking that he was doirtgide

of L’Abri. She wrote, “A spiritual struggle on myag, so it seems to me, needs to be exposed here. |
the very early part of the 1960s | had been gdmngugh a time that can only be described as one of
self-pity.” That is one of the things | like abolite TapestryThere are very few Christian
autobiographies in which people write like thateQontinued, “I had begun to look away from
willingness for anything to a desire for somethiogmyself. This filled far too much of my thoughts
and prayer times.” | think that is an interestimgnenent that she made there. We may not even beawar
of it, but often our selfishness and sinful desivesome a part of our praying as well as the restip

life. They are not in a separate compartment. Vienddpiritualize the things that we want and preten
that they are really godly, when in fact it maydoenething like self-pity, as Edith described. Thap
said,

It was an elusive thing that could be rationaliasdsomething | deserved. Now, one night
when Fran and | were in Zurich, in somebody’s agigrtment, | was sitting in a corner
on the floor of a candlelit room sipping a cuped.tas the room filled up with pilots,
doctors, lawyers, businessmen, and a few air hexstesnd others. [The hostess was an
air hostess in Zurich.] The hostess of the eveniag a Christian who wanted her non-
Christian friends to hear some answers. | watchedaces from my almost-hidden spot
in the corner and saw scorn, amusement, superiskigpticism, and cynicism in their
changing expressions as questions were asked tsligerently and answers were
being given. Then | saw those expressions charggedriosity, interest, surprise, serious
consideration, thoughtfulness, and even admirafibe. questions became real, and they
grew into sincere searching.

That is another important point to notice. Ofterewlyou start talking to somebody, either in a group
context or in an individual context, people wilkaguestions that at first are not real. They are
belligerent, cynical, superficial, and only havelasr purpose to knock you down and make you feel
bad. They may have the attitude, “Who do you thjol are as a Christian setting yourself up to answe
guestions?” Yet you ought to take even those questeriously and start answering them, rather than
concluding that they are not things the person sigetiear and that they are just things the passon
putting up as a front. You should not answer betkgtly yourself, saying, “That is not what you diee
to hear. This is what you need to hear,” which letChristians often do. If you take even those
cynical, belligerent questions seriously, they wdbn change to real questions. By taking a person
seriously, even when they are not being serious with disarm them. Then they may begin to be real
and expose the things they think and the real gquressaind struggles they have.

Edith continued,

The questions became real, and they grew into ierszsarching. Before the evening had
come to an end, something happened to me. | silaiked to the Lord, ‘O Lord,’ | said,
‘Please forgive me if | have been a piece of dirthie water pipe. Forgive me if | have
hindered the work of Your Spirit in any way. If Yewant Fran to do a much wider work,
if You want what happened here in this room tonighttappen on a much larger scale, if
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You have people in other parts of the world whousthdvear what he has said here
tonight, then | am will for whatever it takes on ipgrt. Forgive me for my selfish
prayers for a different life. | promise | will gon@s You give me strength to do whatever
my part requires.’

That struggle and that victory came just beforenEisawent to America to speak after not
having crossed the ocean for speaking engagenwriisd years. It came before his first
time in the Boston area and before any of his boak® written.

Then she went on to describe some of the speakigagements that happened in the United States after
that point, as he went around the country. He gaseries of lectures at Wheaton College, Westmont
College, and many different universities, both $&cand Christian, all over the United States.

Edith was describing her struggle. She felt herwhs impossible and wondered how it could become
even more demanding than it was at the momentdisheot think she could do the new work as well as
what they were already trying to do. She descrhmma she had to be prepared to say, “Lord, whatiéver
is that You want, that is what | am prepared td @bat was the beginning of the much wider ministry
of Schaeffer.

She describes something that | remember hearingt albdhe time. When he came to the United States
in 1968, for example, he went to Harvard, and tloeig of Christian students who were preparing for
his lectures produced a lapel button. It was aevhittton with red letters that said, “Schaeffaras a
beer.” People started asking questions in respantet lapel button. It was a creative thing to aiod

it enabled them to tell their friends and everytrey met about the lectures Schaeffer was coming to
give and who he was. They also had a paper thepitegédired to give people when they asked what
Schaeffer was, if it was not a beer. They had amitt paper about who he was, his work in Switzdrlan
and about the lectures he was going to give opdsgions on Christianity. Many people went to #os
lectures. Again, | have met people whose lives wrarresformed at those lectures at Harvard in 1968.

That is the second area of their ministry, the maomtexts in which Schaeffer spoke over the ydées.
spoke to hundreds of thousands of people who neeet near one of the branches of L'Abri. Yet they
heard him give lectures. As he grew older and becawore respected in the evangelical church, he
began to be asked to speak in wider contexts theg Warther removed from his own denominational
background. He spoke to conventions of Southerri&apMissouri-Synod Lutherans, Pentecostals,
and every kind of denomination that you can imaginé probably many that you have never heard
about. He was able to reach far beyond his ownméraiional context because people recognized that
God had used his work and teaching to affect soyrpapnple from so many different contexts. They
gladly dropped their opposition to his Reformedipms and his Presbyterianism, and they were happy
to have him speak and hear what he had to saykmdk of situations. Toward the end of his life h
was asked to speak many times in Washington Ds @edi, to various groups of congressmen and
senators and groups like that. Again, we will nobw the effects of all that speaking. Even though w
may see glimpses now, we will not know the fulleets of those speaking engagements of his until we
stand before the Lord and see what God did throlugsm.

The third area of their work was the tape ministigt grew out of L’Abri. Let me tell you how that
began. | will again refer tdhe Tapestryin which Edith recounted how the tape ministry.@bri

began. It is an interesting and amusing storylthaive heard her tell many times. She tells how the
were given their first tape recorder. She said,rfy 1958, a man who was flying across Ohio read in
the plane one of my family letters, given to himHy cousin. He was on his way to a business nggetin
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Feeling stirred by that family letter, he thougbktdhould immediately send off a tape recorder to
L’Abri, to Chalet les Melezes. He did not have &hga how it would be used, but his business was in
tape machines, so he sent a tape recorder. Wheapbeecorder arrived, Fran remarked, ‘Leave itsin
box. We have no space to put it, and anyway Iméiter speak into a microphone. | do not want our
discussions recorded ever. People must feel fraskaheir real questions in privacy.” Then Edith
described how for six months they used the taperdec in its box as an extra place to put thingsiton
was not even taken out, because Schaeffer wag sesibus when he said he did not want ever to be
recorded. He was not prepared to have their dismssecorded to be listened to by others. Then she
described how they recorded the first session.s8lk

One late evening | was washing dishes and prep#wingok something for the next
day’s meals when John, who was a L’Abri workerhaitt time, came hurrying into the
kitchen. ‘Mrs. Schaeffer,” he said, ‘I am goinguopack that tape recorder right now and
set it up in the downstairs hall. I will run an emsion cord in and hide the microphone in
the plants. Could you serve the tea to everybodynazke a lot of noise so that he will
not notice? There are some girls down there froemBeis University and from Smith
College, and they are asking really good questiand,he is giving wonderful answers,
and | really think we ought to record what he igiisg because other people need to hear
this as well.” I did not think he would approve fact | knew he would not, but it
sounded like a good idea anyway. | did my parixdd popcorn and a tray of cookies and
made a pot of tea. Then | went in, and | made ashmoise as | could setting it out. |
kept thinking, ‘What does he think,” because | ashusually awkward. But | made a
great deal of noise to attract attention to whaa$ doing and distract attention from
what John was doing. So the microphone was hiddeng the plants and that
discussion was recorded.

Then she described what happened the next day.ri\igegirls discovered, they said, ‘Can | buy a
copy of it? | want to send that back to my friendsant to take it back home and play it for other
people.’ That is how it began.”

So for a couple of years, from 1958 until late 1,a6@re were only a few discussions recorded hie. t
When Dr. Schaeffer saw how helpful they were togbeche was happy with the idea. Until then,
however, there were only a few tapes. Edith sadidy&s not until November of 1960, after Farel Hous
had started, that the Farel House luncheon staiedhe beginning there were only three students
studying individually at Farel House. These wekefitst things that were recorded regularly. Shd,sa
“He [Schaeffer] would gather together clippingsnfrourrent newspapers and magazines. At lunch,
while | served and guessed whether someone wasdieat tcoffee, he would read various bits
concerning the ideas coming forth in films, musidence, art, law, and government, and then tatk. H
called this ‘the twentieth-century climate.” Therigs of discussions over the lunch table and his
comments on these articles from papers and magagie® into thirteen lectures called “The
Development of Modern Thought,” or as it came tkibewn, “The Basic Farel House Lectures.” That
was the first series of lectures that were recarded

The second lot that was recorded was a group dfestwon the book of Romans. It became a second set
of basic tapes, which almost everybody who camautyin L’Abri, and certainly everybody in the early
days, would listen to. | know people who became<tians listening to that series on Romans. Then
there were many other basic tapes that were produce
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What happened with those tapes? At first they weterofessionally recorded at all. They had naide
at first that they were going to be widely listetedEven though there have been serious attempts t
clean those tapes, if you listen to some of thiy ¢apes like the Romans tapes, you will hear tpacu
and other things in the background along with loie®. Nobody had any idea that anybody would be
listening to them 30 or 40 years later and usimgrtiall over the world.

Soon after they began to record things, howevesdhapes began to be used in many places. Let me
read some of what Edith wrote: “We were astonistede heard of tape-listening groups beginning in
so many places. The astonishment came, not bewaukeard officially but in unexpectedly casual
ways. Once when Fran was in Kennedy Airport in Néwk, a girl walked over to him and said, “Are
you Dr. Schaeffer?” “Yes | am,” he said. “Oh, | wasge | recognized your voice. | have never even
seen you or had a picture of you, but | have lsstieto hours and hours of your tapes. Thank you for
helping me so much in all you have taught me.” TEdith said, “We began to hear of tape-listening
groups in Japan, India, South Africa, Rhodesia,fahilawaii, Alaska, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Australia, New Zealand, and England among othergsla-in so many places it made us feel dizzy.
People were listening to these answers all aro@dvbrid. People were becoming Christians as they
listened to those tapes. People were having fives transformed by them.”

The tapes eventually began to be distributed omiehnwider basis, on a more professional basisén t
United States they are now distributed by an oggin called Sound Word in Michigan City, Indiana,
which has a contract with L’Abri to sell tapes. Thead office for all the tapes is now at the L’Abri
branch in Greatham, England, which has the mastets of Schaeffer’s tapes and all other L'Abri
tapes, too. They send them to the different outletssell or lend them out all over the world. Thas
become a huge enterprise. It has never been somgettat L'’Abri has made any money from. They
have always charged little for the tapes. Thereslmen no royalties for the speakers who have given
the lectures. They were happy to have those tagteséd to in as many places as possible.

How did God use the tapes? He used them in alskifidvays. Let me give you two illustrations. My
own conversion was through listening to some ofastfler’'s tapes. A Canadian fellow who was
studying at the university where | was in Manchedtagland used to have a tape-listening session on
Saturday nights at his apartment. That is basit¢edly | became a Christian. It was largely through
hearing what Schaeffer said in some of those lestur

| came across another example a few weeks agmtltawgreach at a church in rural Missouri. Thiswa
a group of people | had never met before and wieakmothing about. They had been quite pleasant on
the telephone when they invited me to speak. Wigst there | discovered a whole church of people of
whom many had become Christians through listerorigAbri tapes. They had decided to have a group
meeting together in order to listen to tapes, ahdd eventually grown into a church. Now thera is

little church there in Lake of the Ozarks of thpseple whom nobody at L’Abri has ever heard of
before. They formed their church on the basis afesof the tapes they had listened to, including a
series of tapes on New Testament principles otthech. They are now meeting each week and
reaching out with the Gospel to all kinds of otheople.

It is extraordinary to see what God has done insnike that. It is something that the Schaeffer$ nat
see the full results of until they stand beforeltbed and see what He has done. | do not thinklitoe

finished until the end of the age, because thirmgsrgafter people have died. People are listemng t
Schaeffer’s tapes even though he died many yearsThgy are still being touched by them.
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So the tape ministry was the third aspect of tHea8ffers’ ministry. The fourth aspect was radioisTh
started in 1967. Trans-World Radio, which broadca#itover Eastern and Western Europe, came to
Schaeffer and asked if he would be prepared to@series of half-hour programs on the radio. They
tried various different things, and eventually thigy it from John Sandry’s office, which was actyal
tiny hayloft called anazot Francis and his son-in-law, John Sandry, woulthgoe every week and
produce a half-hour broadcast. Schaeffer would sfagiving a little talk, and then John would dsikn
some questions. The programs were done live aratibast out all over Western and Eastern Europe.
The series was called “Euro Club.” There were tabcasts, enough for a year and a half.

Edith recounted this iithe Tapestry*At first, Trans-World Radio used them to broastdaehind the

Iron Curtain on shortwave and medium bands, argddisio covered Western Europe, too. To reach this
audience was the original purpose of these infoohats discussing the relevance of Christianity
today.” That was the purpose of the broadcastdistuss the relevance of Christianity today. Theyew
so popular, and the radio station got so manyrketiack from people saying they had never heard
anything like this before and that they were spfuglito them that when they finished the first tithey
rebroadcast them again for another year and a®althey went on broadcasting this “Euro Club” for
three years. The series was then taken by a siatiOgpress and broadcast into the near-East and
Africa. | remember an Israeli girl who came to L'Abnce who had been listening to them in
Jerusalem. Later on, far-Eastern stations broadlcast into China. They were broadcast by the Voice
of the Andes across South America from Ecuadory Tere also put on radio in the United States. So
they went into many places and touched many peopless.

The fifth area of God’s using their ministry wag thooks. The first of those was thasic Bible
Studieswhich was originally published by L’Abri itself.hey were published by L’Abri because

L’Abri had no idea that anybody would use them wid&henThe God Who Is Thergas published in
1968. TherkEscape from Reas@andL’Abri were the next books to be widely published, arwd tihere
were many books after that. We will consider thiogeks in this course. They have sold many millions
of copies and have been translated into more t@darjuages.

Let me give you two illustrations of how those bs@ke used today. Joanne Kemp, for example, the
wife of an American politician, has a group thas In@et in her home for many years—the wives of
senators and congressmen and others in WashingtGn They meet to study Schaeffer’'s books. It is a
Schaeffer or L’Abri study group that meets theraother example | came across last year is a grbup o
Chinese people that meets in Beijing, studying 8ffbds books every week. There are many groups
like that, which | know of, in many different plaxd?eople meet to study his books; people become
Christians in that context, and others grow as<iians in that context.

The sixth area of Schaeffer’'s ministry was the $ilthat were made. These began wWtw Should We
Then Livedn the 1970s. That was followed Byhatever Happened to the Human Radeere were
other films as well of hearing him answer questiand speak about different issues. Those films are
widely used in many churches. | met a man in Oregloo played the films at lunchtime to all the men
in the factory where he worked. They came in anttindHow Shall We Then Liveshd had
discussions on the basis of the films.

Many people have used them creatively in diffecamttexts. | used to go every week to a private
boarding high school in England, and the whole stbhbboys was watching these films. Then | would
answer questions. This was done through a Chritgggeher in the school who managed to convince his
colleagues that the children should be subjectéldese films. So they have been used in many ctmtex
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Finally, the seventh area of Schaeffer’'s ministvlgich 1 do not want to speak about in detail at the
moment, is what you could call political and soa@nluence. This was particularly througtihatever
Happened to the Human RaaedThe Christian Manifestas well as some of the lectures Schaeffer
gave on the issue of abortion and many other isasi@gell. He began to have a considerable influence
on the stand that Christians took in regard tortfesiponsibility in society and whether they shcudde
any effect on the political situation. We must ledvto God to see what the effects of Schaefi@osk

in that area are.

Those are seven areas in which we can think abeuntnistry that God gave to the Schaeffers. They
are seven ways in which He used their ministryeich many millions of people all over the world. He
is carrying on using them to touch many people/sdi Using Edith’s image, it will be an excitingriy

to stand before the Lord one day and look at thelevtapestry that God has woven in history through
these two faithful servants.

| have been asked if Schaeffer ever wrote commiestan the Bible. The nearest things to
commentaries that Schaeffer wrote are his bookewhons and studies that he gave on Genesis and
Joshua. Those are not actually commentaries, egidd both of those series when they were originall
given, and the series on Joshua especially wastrdously powerful. There are many more series of
his on tape on various portions of Scripture. Aeothork that would come close to a commentary is
Death in the Citywhich arose from a series on the book of Jereniaére is also a series on the book
of Revelation, which includes 30 lectures, andéhgra long series on the book of Daniel as well.

In terms of theology, there is a series of 60 lextuhat he gave on the Westminster Confession. He
went through it bit by bit. He would not have cl&dto be a theologian in the formal sense. Yeetser
an enormous amount of theology written by his p&hspoken by his mouth. | remember listening to
that whole series on the Westminster Confessiayasing Christian. | still have my notes on it tpda
It was very helpful, because one of his great gifis taking theology, or taking Scripture, and irgit
down to earth.

This is an illustration | have used before. Oftdrew | hear people’s sermons and | read books,arey
like a series of balloons that have no connectidh @arth, with reality, with the place people liae

They are like balloons floating across the sky. preacher, speaker, or writer does not make any
attempt to tie them in to the here and now. Thabisbiblical theology. Biblical theology is root@tto
people’s lives so they know what it means. What swakelpful about Schaeffer’s teaching, both in
written and in spoken form, was that you hear aren®ns on the book of Joshua, for example, and they
would come alive. It was completely applicable toene you are today. So much Christian teaching and
preaching dies the death of a million abstractibfis.teaching was always rooted to the earth. & wa
right in the modern world, where people were liviagd into their personal lives where they struggle
day by day.
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