Francis A. Schaeffer: The Later Years Lesson 10, page 1

Question and Answer Session

Before we pick up again today, let us go over sgoestions that have come up on the things we have
talked about so far in the Basic Bible Studies.

The Bible studies were written for believers anfelievers. Francis Schaeffer wrote them initiatly &
person with whom he discussed the truth of thesfihn message. That person had gotten to the point
where he wanted to really know what the Bible lmday. So Schaeffer prepared these for him. He went
over them, and they talked about them togethery Wexe prepared in the context of someone who was
seriously seeking. That is probably the best cantewhich to use these studies. They are for an
individual to use them with someone who has gdtteihe point where they really want to know what
Christianity says. They can go through them witlt fherson. | have done that on several occasiahs wi
individuals. That is one of the points | want tok@aSchaeffer always thought apologetically. | @b n
think he was interested in philosophy for its owakes That is not why you get references to what he
said about the Trinity or the abnormality of therldoHe tried to show people how the biblical meggsa
really does explain the reality that exists toddg.always had that apologetic focus in mind. These
Bible studies are also very useful to use with smmeenvho is a brand new Christian and needs
instruction on some very basic issues.

Some have asked how many people came to L’Abrnaslievers and left as unbelievers. | cannot
answer the question with a specific percentagekiongoback on my 19 years of working at L’Abri, we
had many non-Christians come through, though timebeun varied at any one time. Sometimes maybe
half of your group of people would be non-Christa®ther times there were only one or two non-
believers there. As | look back, | would say prdigabore than half of the non-believers who came lef
as believers. That is just a guess, though. Thasengver any pressure put on people to come to fait
while they were there.

That is important, because it is not our placeubgpessure on people. As we seek to communicate th
Gospel to people, we have to have sufficient camite in the sovereignty of God, that His desire to
save people is far greater than ours, so we shmilteel the need to put pressure on someone. If
someone leaves without becoming a Christian, weaddeel that we have failed or that it was not tivor
their while being here. In fact, | remember Schare$ometimes actually encouraging people to leave f
a while and get away from the situation. Thereoi®es pressure, simply by being surrounded with
Christians who answer your questions and presenGtispel to you. He suggested that they leave and
think about it alone for a while. He did that ratbiean saying that they had to believe while theyev
there or it would be too late. He believed verysmasately that it was God who brought the peopéeeh
in the first place. You did not have to see resugfist then. You could relax, in a sense, and ld¢hise
person in the hands of God. In other words, yollyreaacticed Calvinism rather than feeling thaisit

all up to us. We believe that God is the one whards to save and who works to save.

Of those people who left as non-Christians, | kiquite a few who became Christians after they left,
because they wrote and told us so. Sometimes iawasek or two later, sometimes months or years
later. | know a few people who came through ounbinaof L’Abri who left as unbelievers, and to my
knowledge they are still unbelievers. That doesmean | have given up on them. When | think about
those individuals, | continue to pray for themelibve God brought them there in the first placel do
not feel that the fact that 10 years has passeasbat this person will not come to faith. Thisigery
important thing.
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Edith Schaeffer uses the image of the tapestrgsoribe the way God weaves together different ttwea
into a person’s life. When someone came to staylbatinch of L’Abri, Schaeffer recognized that this
was one thread that God wove into that persores Tihere were many threads He had already woven
into his or her life. There were other people whayed for them and the person who encouraged them
to come to L’Abri. This was often an individual theet on a train, someone back home, someone in
their family, or someone in a church nearby. Theeeeall sorts of people who have sent people to
L’Abri such as doctors, social workers, professiamarkers, divorce lawyers, and school teachers. We
had dinner last night with a girl who became a &tian at L’Abri when she was a high school studlent
Saint Louis. One of Schaeffer's daughters tauganém at a high school here in Saint Louis while her
husband was a student at the seminary. This wakwahg was in one of her French classes. They got
to know each other, and they started praying for $lee went to stay in Switzerland at L'Abri and
became a Christian there. She is still a faith&lidver now 30 years later. She is very activeria of

our Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) churche® Iin the city.

We have to always see ourselves as very finiteoaediny part in God’s work of salvation in a par'so
life. That is why | personally have very seriouslgems with those who teach evangelism as if
everything rests on me. They see to teach thatafrot bring this person to a decision in the stiore
that | have with them then somehow | have beenitimfifdto God. | do not see that in Scripture, but
instead | see the opposite. God is the one whasrtife will bring people to Himself. What He calls
to do is to be faithful. As you look at the Schaedfin L’Abri and the whole work of L’Abri, they
attempted to be faithful with the opportunities Ggave them with the individuals who came through.

One of the points | wanted to make is that Schaéffethat evangelism is every Christian’s
responsibility. On page 74 in these studies he cemsnon Acts 1:8 and says, “The third is witnessing
for Christ. This command is to all Christians. Yaan do your part; you can be a teller no matterre/he
the Lord places you in life.” The Schaeffers weasgionately and personally committed to evangelism.
What | have said about having confidence in theessignty of God does not mean that we do not take
our responsibility seriously. It is just the oppgesand the Schaeffers took their responsibilityyve
seriously. Every time either of them flew on a @dhey would share their faith. When | went to pick
Edith up from the airport when she came to speathemay of prayer, she came out of the plane avith
man who carried her bag. She had clearly beemtalki him all the way from Minneapolis to here. She
really takes her responsibility seriously to tryctommunicate the Gospel to everyone she can. Branci
always did this, too. When you read his accourtietravels around Europe, he talked to many people
He talked to waiters, porters in the train, andgbebe sat next to, met on the street, met in soaeid

saw in the hospital. He saw himself as having digation before God to share the Gospel. You can
have these two things side by side.

One of the central emphases of Schaeffer’s teaghitigat you have tremendous confidence in the
sovereignty of God that enables you to know thigtithGod’s work. Therefore you do not have tottry
force conversion before a person is ready to canfaith. You can leave it in the hands of God. IAd t
same time, you need a very strong sense of yosopal obligation to be faithful to say what you can
and declare the Gospel fearlessly, boldly, andrlgi¢a every person when an opportunity arises.
Schaeffer said over and over again that you hahelibthose two things together. | would recommend
to all of you his tape, “The Absolute Limits of @tranity.” | think it is one of his best lecturesere

he talks, among other things, about God’s sovetgignd human responsibility. If you are not careful
you can fall off a cliff on either side. You carl faff on the side of stressing God’s sovereigmtyguch

a way that you make your choices, actions, and svoréaningless. Scripture never does that, but it
insists that what we do really has significance.t@nother hand, you can fall off the cliff on thther
side, say it is all up to us, and forget that Goddvereign. He is the one who saves. Schaeffdrtose
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use that image over and over again, saying theg ikea very narrow way to walk as we seek to be
faithful to this double emphasis in the Word of Gddis is also true of the Trinity, the person ¢iriSt,
and various other things like that where you hald things together that seem, at first sight, teeha
some element of contradiction or paradox. He wowlduse those words because he did not call God’s
sovereignty and human responsibility a paradoké@wtay that some neo-orthodox theologians would.
He would say these have to be held together be@urggure clearly teaches them, and they fit toget
in God’s wisdom. It is not up to us to try to semthey fit together. It is up to us to be faithfalGod’s
Word and what it teaches.

Coming back to the question, there were certairlypte who left L’Abri without becoming Christians.
That, of course, saddened everybody, because ygudosee people come to faith. It was not for your
sake but for the sake of the Gospel, of Christ,fantheir sake. It always hurts if someone turwaya
from you and says that they are not convinced epged to believe. You keep on praying for them,
sometimes with tears.

We had several examples of people who came todiprafiessed to become Christians but later left and
appeared to have turned away. We had a person avhe © stay with us who was an orphan, rejected
by her mother at the age of nine months. She wasiht in a children’s home and, on half a dozen
occasions, couples took her in temporarily whikeytbonsidered whether or not they wanted to adopt
her. Then they decided they did not want to adeptamd put her back in the orphanage. You can
imagine what kind of a wounded person she wasc8ime to stay with us because one of my
colleagues was pregnant, and the last month gbdegmancy she had serious problems. She had to go
into the hospital and was there for a month hatinige still to keep the baby safe. The girl in thext

bed happened to be this girl, who was expectingemtimate child. They got to know each otherf go
talking together, and this girl came to stay wighaiter she had her baby. She lived with us tharéeafo
years. She made a commitment to the Gospel andedavikth us for a while. She was very helpful to
other people. She was still a very damaged petBongh. The turning point for her was when we had a
very dear Norwegian fellow staying with us who fellove with her. He asked her to marry him, ahd a
first she said yes. Then she was so terrified af kind of human commitment after the experiendes o
her childhood. She thought surely it would fall api&e everything else in her life. She ran awayhat
point from him and from us as well. A little latgne left, and the last | know of her through kegpm
contact with her, she joined a lesbian feminist samity. She proceeded to try to raise her littlg vo
that situation. You can imagine the devastatingatfthat has had on his life. He is exactly theesage

as my eldest son, and | last saw him about sixsyago. He was a total mess and in trouble with the
police for all kinds of juvenile crimes. When yoeessomething like that, obviously it fills you with
terrible sadness when someone in whom you haveesegence of God’s work turns away from the
Lord. It is very painful, and it is very difficuto know how to pray in such a situation.

For myself as | think of her and of her son, whiclo from time to time, | believe that God broudletr
there in the first place. The circumstances wenestarkable, and we really saw some dramatic
changes in her life over that period of two or éhyears. | just continue to pray with confidencat th

God is not going to let her go. | pray that at squramt in her life He will bring her back to Him$elnd
complete the work that He started. That has touseeonfidence. At the same time, you cannot help bu
feel afraid for them. You have to, because it ity @ppropriate. You think of the way Scripture
describes people who come to the point of seeie@lgl that this is true and then turn away. | think
Scripture clearly teaches that people who are gethysaved are always saved. There is a perseweranc
of the saints, but sometimes it is very difficatknow exactly at what point our regeneration takes
place. People change substantially before theyeg@nerated. | have seen many people whose lives
have been dramatically transformed before theyadlgtbecame Christians. It happened to me. My life
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was radically changed simply by knowing that Clhaisty was true, and that was before | actually
became a Christian. | had been so miserable andialjibut | met Christians and learned from them
and their lives. | saw what God had done in theed and saw the answers to my questions that they
had which really made sense to me. It pulled meobtlte pit long before | came to the point of lgein
prepared to bow before God and ask for His forgegsn

You see this over and over again with people. &y tome among the people of God and hear His
truth, it can have a very powerful effect on thesfiobe they are actually converted. We cannot always
tell whether a person has reached the point ofnegéion or exactly when that point is. We have to
leave that in God’s hands. That is why it is suchistake to try to make people say when the poad w
when they became a Christian. A lot of people havélea at all when it actually was. With some
people it is a moment, like the apostle Paul. Wittirer people they can say that it was at some point
the last two years that they came from darknesight They could not tell you when specifically.
Many people, especially those who grew up in Ciamshomes, have absolutely no idea at all. They
cannot ever remember a time when they were nag\msk. That is the way it ought to be. As we think
about that or you see someone like the personcrithesl, you cannot know. We believed at the time
that she was born again, and on the basis of tedatust that God will bring her back to Himself. We
trust that He will humble her in her rebelliousn&Sertainly she has been humbled by the appalling
nature of her life since that time.

Let me give you another illustration, which is veinamatic. This was a fellow who came to stay wih
at L’Abri. I will always remember the day he and kirlfriend arrived. He came in the door firstddn
was not sure whether he was the male or the feofidkee couple. He wore a green, gold, and scarlet
dragon suit, and he had makeup and perfume on. Gdrag straight out of the drug scene. When the
girl came through the door, it was obvious whicle @ras the woman, because she was unmistakably
feminine. They came to stay with us, and they heghliving on drugs all the time for the previoaw/f
years. They were completely spaced out constabthgr time they both became Christians, they were
married, and they had three little boys. Then heeti committing adultery. They had become members
of our church there, so we had to discipline hime©f the pastors of the church and I discipliniga h
for his adultery. As often happens in the casesfipline, he left. People either respond to disegoor
get out. It is very difficult to be in a place wkgreople are biblically disciplining you. He leftcawent
off with the other woman. Eventually that relatibisbroke up, and he stopped the adultery. This is
while the discipline was still going on, but thevere other things going on in his life that weré¢ no
good.

Then came one of the most dramatic things that lemepened in my life. | heard this tremendous
knocking on my door at three o’clock in the mornihgient downstairs and this fellow was at the door
It was New Year’s day, and he was absolutely witdought at first that he had been taking drugs, b

he assured me that he had not. He kept saying vereand over again, “The devil is after me. | am
going to hell.” He was half out of his mind. | mageal to calm him down a little bit, and he stayed fo
about an hour. We talked about where he stood &diier Lord and his faith, and he assured me that he
was a believer. He was overwhelmed by the sinsih&iad committed, and he felt that he deserved the
judgment of God. My own feeling in the situationsathat the devil was really after him. | felt haigbt

to drive him to despair because that was the smnaffter | finally calmed him down, he left. Text
night his body was found on a road on Salisburinplde was stark naked, and his head was crushed by
a truck. He had driven into a field apparently #meh run along the road, taking off his clothetas

went. He suffered a horrible death. | personallyehao doubt that he is with the Lord and we wik se
him one day.
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| think what we saw in practice tells us how veeyigus biblical discipline is. We often completely
ignore what Paul actually says in 1 Corinthianssegs to hand the person you discipline over tarsat
for the destruction of the flesh that his spirityntee saved in the day of the Lord Jesus. | thiak i

what we really saw happen in practice. He had Ipe¢out of the church, he had been disciplined, and
the devil destroyed him physically. | have no daaidut that, but | also have confidence, partitular
after that last conversation | had with him, thatisiwith the Lord. | was the last person to see hi
before he died. The whole situation was one thdtaheery dramatic effect on our church. You can
imagine the way it made everyone feel. It sobexenty®ne. It really shook up very dramatically angon
who considered doing anything unfaithful or sinflihe funeral service was one of the most moving
things | have ever been to. His favorite piece akimwas a song by Mahalia Jackson. We played it at
his funeral with the confidence from everybody preghat he had indeed moved up a little higher and
he was genuinely delivered from his situation. Véedto take God’s Word very seriously when we
practice church discipline. It is a tremendouslyesing thing that we do, because we put someone
outside of the protection of God. | am sure thathsit Paul means by that when he says we hand them
over to Satan. This person is no longer in a sdnawvhere they receive the kind of protection that
believer normally receives. God’s purpose is tadpthe person to repentance.

We so often find ourselves in situations where aly have to leave ourselves in the hands of God.

a person leaves as an unbeliever, we keep pragirtgdm, convinced that God brought you in contact
with them in the first place and will carry on dgiKlis work, weaving His tapestry in their life. Aher
person may come to faith and then appear to tuayaXou keep praying for them with confidence that
God will continue to work in them. Often we canaoswer the specific questions about people.

In relationship to the issue of discipline, let talk about L’Abri’s connection to the church. Tiss
very important, because Schaeffer always madeytalear that L’Abri is not a church. Therefore it
does not have the same structure as a churcmrbtadminister baptism or the Lord’s Supper or
discipline people in the sense of church discipllhebviously disciplines people as parents darthe
children. You have to treat people who come anglwtth you with significance.

L’Abri is not the church, but let me give you alugtration of our situation in England. We staréed
church as soon as we could, out of obedience toaBddor our own needs. God commands us to be
part of His people in the formal context of a ctiur€here was not an evangelical church in the trata
we could happily go to or that we could take ounaskildren or anyone who came to stay with us to.
That is the situation in many parts of Englanandty be some distance before you can find a faithful
church. There simply was not one that we could feglly happy with in our situation, so in obedienc
to God’s Word, we started a congregation. We Fedtrieed for ourselves to be in the fellowship of
God's people, and L’Abri was not a church. It dt meet those needs. We felt the need for our
children that they be raised in a church. And wethe need for all the people who came to stap wi
that, as well as the context of L’Abri day by d&yey also needed to see a church in action. They
needed to be part of it, at least for the time thay were there.

We felt also that we had a responsibility to adyiveach out to our neighbors. L'Abri operates iway
that the church cannot really do. It prays that @odld bring people for us to take care of and
communicate the Gospel to, rather than activelpgout to get people. Church has a responsibdity t
actively go out and get people. All of us wore tiads all the time; we were very aware of that, and
sometimes it was complicated. Within the context’'éfori, we prayed that God would bring people to
us. As a pastor in the church, | was involved inkimg and praying about how we could go out and
reach out to the community. We saw that very mugch sesponsibility, not of L’Abri but as a parttbé
church of Christ.
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So the church got started there, and that churehhas approximately 300 people in it. It startethwi
just two families and two single people. Most adsk people are ones who had been converted from the
area. Some are people who became Christians atiLaAld then settled in the area. It is a mixture of
people. We always tried to very carefully distirgfjubetween what L’Abri did and what the work of the
church was. Schaffer wrote into the consensusalthatAbri members were required to be members of
a church somewhere. It was stated very clearlyitheds not sufficient simply to work in L’Abri
alongside other believers. Schaeffer would have theit the church is the only organization thati€hr
has established to last until the end of this agkuwmtil His coming. He believed that God indeedeasa

up parachurch organizations from time to time fogafic needs in the church. That is how he regarde
L’Abri. He saw it as an organization that God haded up alongside the church to meet some very
specific needs of the church at this present tiHeehad no commitment to L’Abri lasting forever. In
fact, the Schaeffers prayed regularly that God @ahlow His desire to keep the work of L’Abri going
by providing for the financial needs of the workHe no longer wanted the work to exist, they asked
that we would not have our needs met any longetndould close it down.

A lot of people found that very difficult to undéaed. They said L’Abri was such a good thing and wa
so helpful to people that they ought to start nemnbhes everywhere. They asked why they did not
aggressively go out and spread the work of L’ABGnr response was always that we are not the church.
If we felt that God was calling us to start anotbheanch, we would do that. As | mentioned in aniear
class, we were offered quite a few propertiesweaturned down. We did not feel that was the right
moment or the right place to establish another ki AWe very carefully made that distinction.

In the English L’Abri at the end of every semestke very last session we had with a group of peopl
before they left was about the importance of ggttitvolved in a local church. One of us would gave
talk about people’s responsibility to get involvada church when they got home. We did not want
them to hang onto L'Abri as their spiritual homeugh you cannot break ties that are there. They ar
very real and precious ties. You look at someornkkanow that he is a younger brother in the faithafl
is a very precious thing that God gives us, andehelationships will carry on into eternity. Thatvhy
Paul was able to say, “What is my crown of joy oasting on the day of the Lord Jesus? Is it no®you
You are my glory and joy.” He is not being arrogdmit he acknowledges that God used him in
people’s lives. People will be in heaven becauddisfvork. He can say, “You are my glory and joy
when | stand before the Lord.” You are God’s mdrkis approval of my ministry. That is a wonderful
thing to be able to say.

Many people who came to L’Abri became close toersgnally and regarded L’Abri as a spiritual
home. People who came from very bad family situtitelt that L’Abri really was their home. We had
a lot of weddings because of that. People did rasttwo go home to their parents because their fgren
did not care for them. They wanted to be marrield Abri with the people there who felt like their
family. That made for a lot of extra work, but iagvworth it. At the same time, we would tell them
when they went back to wherever they went that thagt get involved in a church there. God
commands us in His Word to become part of a chilédare to be active in the church, learn, sit unde
someone’s discipline, hear regular teaching oMioed, get involved with a body of people whom we
pray for, and use our gifts to serve the church.tiiée very hard to challenge people to make dueg t
became involved in a church when they went back.

With regard to Schaeffer, when the InternationalsByterian Church (IPC) started in Switzerlandrehe
were some people who left L’Abri who had no chuielyo to. They were going back to parts of the
world where there was no church at all. Those peofien became members of the IPC. Some of them
were members of it for years until they found acplavhere they could have fellowship and teachirty an
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serve. That was not ideal, though, and it was stded not to be ideal. The Schaeffers tried to take
very seriously their responsibility to have someigl oversight over those people still. They o
letters to them, saw them when they could, and waged them. L’Abri never held the Lord’s Supper;
it was always held in the context of a church.
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