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Course Review & Overview

Heavenly Father, as we come before You in our toigether, we ask yet again that You would give us
the ability to turn our thoughts and our heartsatdeeper appreciation of what You have done fonus
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Lord, we arengdio talk about suffering, among other things, and
as we do, we will be reminded of the various thithgs come into our lives that are unpleasant or
difficult. We are mindful of the words of Jesus this world you will have tribulation.” We knowig

true because we do have tribulation. Thank YoudLfar not simply telling us or warning us in
advance, but for giving us Your Spirit and for giyius Your example of Christ, who suffered befere u
and showed us the way. We were called to this lsecdou, O Lord, suffered for us, giving us an
example that we might follow in Your steps evendghorou committed no sin and no deceit was found
in Your mouth. When Your adversaries hurled thesuits at You, You did not retaliate. When You
suffered, You did not threaten back. Instead, Ywuwsted Yourself to the one who judges justlyyYou
Father. Lord, | pray that we ourselves would do shene when we suffer, even unjustly. | pray that we
would not retaliate or threaten or complain, butreist ourselves to You. Lord, even when we fail in
that, we are also reminded that You bore our singaur body on the tree so that we might die tp sin
even sins such as grumbling against our fellow oramgainst the providence that You send us, that we
might live for righteousness. Lord, when we faiditothis, we are healed by Your stripes, by Your
sacrifice. Lord, | pray that You would give us threvilege of living our lives in the light of YourShank
You for Your example and Your strength, O Lordylmse name we pray. Amen.

We are going to spend the bulk of our time todaking at the book of | Peter. First, | would lile t
pause quickly to remind you where we are goingwhy. Specifically, on our first night, | pointed tou
that the New Testament has a multi-faceted or mlhifitness to Christ. We tend to see the Gospel, t
work of Christ, through Pauline eyes. Seeing theg@bthrough Pauline eyes means that we look for
things like justification by faith, substitutionaagonement, death and resurrection, the formutheof
indicative and the imperative. The ‘indicative\Wat God has done for you in Christ and the
‘imperative’ is what you ought to do in responskafis a valid formula found throughout the Bilidaf

it is especially Pauline in nature. It is underdianle that we would think first and last of Pautdngse

he wrote 13 of the 27 books of the New Testamem. Sheer mass of Paul's works, the number of
pages he wrote, is only rivaled by Acts and Lulgetber. The writings of Luke are close in length to
those of Paul, but Luke’s writings are not as systiec. They are historical. If you want a systemati
summary of the Christian faith, you would probatugn first to the book of Romans, maybe second to
Ephesians. If you wanted the essence of the Gasp#lyou might turn to Galatians. So there are
reasons why we turn first to Paul in order to gtrices our thought, when we go to structure what it
means to be a Christian. It is not that we do ao¢ @about the Gospels, of course we do, but thepéos
are not as systematic as Paul. They are a narratstery. They are not a system of thought. Tkeenth
of this course is to attend to the rest of the N@stament, as the rest of it gives a varied andlexd
testimony to the work of Christ, especially whenatmes to proclaiming His work. We can say
specifically that it is easiest to do that from @espels, because they simply tell the story oisThBut
Paul’s writing is full of the death, the resurrectj and the atonement.

Hebrews is easy to use to proclaim the Gospel lsectere is so much in chapters 5 and 7-10 about
Jesus’ great high priestly ministry. In chapteen® 12, Jesus is our hero, the trailblazer of aitin.f

The hardest book to use is the book of James. Jarhesd because there is no description of thescro
or the atonement of Christ. That gives us a test tlaat we can use in following the goal for oassl
seeing how all the New Testament books outsideaaf proclaim who Jesus is.
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Let us quickly review how the rest of the New Testat gives a unique testimony to the work of Christ
Hebrews says unique things beyond what Paul saysings that Paul barely mentions. First, it says
that Jesus is our champion, our trailblazer wheaksf Satan, the central foe, and also the subgidiar
the fear of death. He clears the path so that wewathe race to the end of the course. Regarding
suffering, he says to fix your eyes on Jesus, tileca, champion and the perfector of the faithudewst
only clears the path, but He enables us to run.

Secondly, Jesus is our great high priest, who tlee perfect and final sacrifice for sin. Todayave
going to look at Peter and see his testimony. éBirhony has things in common with Paul. He does
have a notion of the atonement, which we will seehapters 2 and 3. He says, “Jesus is our atoning
sacrifice.” But he also says something else. Hiirteony of Christ especially focuses on the incaoma
of Christ and the assumption. He does not eveitshyt he assumes that Christ’s life is a pattern
ours. The way He suffered, we should suffer. Thg e endured, we should endure. Jesus is the
perfect man, so the life of Christ will be our jeaitt.

| John also has a theology of the atonement. & saplicitly that Jesus is a sacrifice of atonement
rendered for our sins. It says that the blood stideleanses us from all sins. It has another Wway o
testifying that is like James. John says that wehave assurance. | John’s interest is that welgHmzu
assured that we belong to Jesus. He gives thres tes the same three tests as James does, dithoug
they overlap a bit. The three tests are true dogttrue love for the brothers, and true obedi¢odke
laws of God. John writes to assure people that doeyndeed belong to Jesus, the one who offerad thi
sacrifice for their sins and dwells in them.

The book of Revelation also has a very rich testiyno Christ. Some people think that Revelation is
mostly about the future. There is mention of thiife, but | think the book of Revelation is mostly
about Jesus. Revelation 19:10 says, “The spigtrgphecy is the testimony of Jesus.” The book of
Revelation is a prophecy and the essence ofefsigmiony to Christ. The first vision in the boolofs
Christ, in chapter 1. The last vision, in chapt@ri$ a vision of Christ, or of the new Jerusalém.
chapter 20 and 21, it is a vision of the habitattwat Christ has prepared for us, a testimony s€h

The book of Revelation has a very rich Christoldgias more titles for the Lord than any otherkoo
He is the ‘Son of man,’ the ‘living One,’ the ‘oméo holds the keys of death and Hades.’ He is ‘the
protector of the church,’ ‘the lion of the tribe &iildah,’ the ‘Lamb of God who takes away the sins o
the world.’ He is the ‘lamb who was slain,’ the fidoof Lords and King of Kings,’ the ‘rider on the
white horse who wages war with His enemies.’ Héhis eternal God who gives eternal life,” the ‘jedg
of Satan and his allies,’ the ‘root and offsprifidoavid.’ He is ‘the bright, morning star,’ the fdia and
the omega’ to name a few. The book of Revelatidalif descriptors of Jesus.

The book of James is arguably the hardest to lbad@wv does it testify to Jesus, even in all ofrith
ethical teaching? Primarily, it is a book that ifest to a living faith in the lordship of Chridt.is not
about the atonement; it is not about Jesus’ deathresurrection. Those things are not mentioned, bu
he is deeply imbued with the idea that Jesus i®3abord. Jesus is the teacher and the Lord of the
church. James 1:1 says right away that he is aseof the Lord Jesus Christ. Even if he is Jekal’
brother, by physical descent from the same motteecalls himself a servant, or slave, of Christpugh
his Lord. He says in Chapter 2:1, “We cannot haidathe faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Chrisd an
still show favoritism,” which we talked about a gdel of weeks ago.
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He says at the end of the book numerous timegtibdtord will come and return and bring an end to
history, that the Lord is able to heal those wrosck that cry out to Him and ask Him for healikig
says that the disciples have to follow the royal, lene law of the King, who is Jesus.

James is a meditation on the lordship of Chridtak a specific form, namely, that the lordshibfist
especially has reference to His ethical teachimg diescription of how a Christian ought to liveeTh
majority of these verses are actually from the $&ron the Mount. It is almost as though James
meditated upon the Sermon on the Mount so muchatttadugh he never quoted it, when he went to
describe the Christian life, it flowed out of hirganically because it was his.

James 1:2 tells us that, “We should rejoice indridRejoicing and suffering is mentioned almost
immediately in the Sermon on the Mount when Jeays,$Blessed are you if you suffer persecution for
My name’s sake” (Matthew 5:11-12). James 1:4 saggbal of the righteous is that they come to
maturity or perfection. Matthew 5:48 says we shdddperfect, or mature, come to perfection. That is
the goal of the teaching. James 1:5 says we slasll@od to provide us with our needs and ask Him to
give us our good gifts. James 1:17 says, simitlarMatthew 7:7-8, “Ask and it will be given to you.
Seek it and you will find.” James 1:22 says, “Youshbe doers of the Word and not hearers only,”
which is exactly what Matthew 7:21-27 says: “Bugrinare those who call, Lord, Lord, but the wise
man is the one who builds his house on the rockhaads His Words to obey them.”

James 2:10 says, “It is obligatory for the discijpid&keep the whole law. If you break one part, goi
guilty of all.” That is what Matthew 5:19 says, tld&sus did not come to abrogate the law, butlfidi fu
the whole law. James 2:14-26 says that if you gfaith, you have to act on it. Similarly, Matthew
7:21-23 says, “If you called Me Lord, you have atidw Me as Lord or else | will say, “Depart from
Me, | never knew you.™

James 3:2 says not many of us should be teacheaisdewe all stumble in many ways, and the more
we talk, the more we err. Jesus also said in Matttiz36-37 that we will have to render account for
every word we speak, whether good or evil. Jamésdys, “You cannot be a friend of the world and a
friend of God.” Jesus says, “No man can serve twsters,” in chapter 6:19-24 of Matthew.

Many times the theme is the same, and even thesnasadvirtually identical between James and
Matthew. James 2:8 says, “Love of one’s neighbdiescenter of the law” and Jesus says, “The Idve o
neighbor is the second part of the second greatr@mrdment.” James 4:6-10 says, “The one who
exalts himself must be humbled.” This is almosto#iyavhat Jesus says, “Humble yourself before the
Lord and I will lift you up.” Jesus says that in tteew 23:12, and also several times in the Gospel o
Luke. James 4:11-12 says, “Do not judge or slagder brothers,” which is what Jesus says, “Judge
not, lest you be judged,” Matthew 7:1-5.

Both Jesus and James specify moths and rust #sitigs that destroy our wealth, in James 5:2 and
Matthew 6:19. “The Lord is coming,” James says:B+® as does Jesus throughout Matthew 24 and 25.
James speaks against taking oaths in 5:12, whatls Boes in the Sermon on the Mount: “Let your
‘yes’ be ‘yes’ and your ‘no’ be ‘no’...take no oathdames has clearly meditated on the teachings of
Jesus. It is almost as though it penetrated evany @f his being. And whenever he thinks about the
Christian life, he thinks about the words of JeJumat is the way that James testifies to Jesus, by
testifying that He is the Lord of our daily conduct

The whole New Testament has something unique in lback, something special to say about the

person, the work, the lordship, and the salvatiolesus.
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