Hebrews to Revelation Lecture 24, page 1

Revelation 1-3: Prologue, Letters to Seven Churches

Let us take a look at Revelation 1, the vision bfi§t and the seven churches. | will take you byief
through the prologue of the book. It says thats'iBithe revelation of Jesus Christ which God gave
show His servants what must soon take place.” Weive it through John who testifies to what he saw
and he blesses all who read the words of his pypbecause the time is near. There we see mystleali
theme of blessing all who read the book. Then kiegygreetings in Revelation 1:4-8 to seven chutches
He is writing to seven real churches and he gtbets with grace and peace from Christ. Not onlysdoe
he greet them, but he tells them a few things atimmselves. He speaks to them as his fellow
sufferers. In Revelation 1:9 he says, “I, John,njmother and companion in the suffering and kingdo
and patient endurance that are ours in Christ Jadashas words of encouragement. He says in
Revelation 1:6 that Jesus “has made us into thgdkim and priests to serve His God and Father—to
Him be glory forever and ever.” He tells us in \eersthat the Christ is coming, and He is goingrtodg
sorrow to those who pierced Him. Then he tellsnugerse 9 that they need to patiently endure fer th
coming of that kingdom that is ours. He tells thenessence that in this life, our lot is sufferand

glory. That is a familiar theme throughout the wehblew Testament, suffering and glory, suffering and
decay, and the wiles of the devil. But there ie@ ®n us that limits what we are going to suftfertells
us. Satan does have power in his anger to causdntineh misery, but there is also glory.

The book of Revelation says, as does the New Testhseveral times, that Christians are kings. They
are possessors of the kingdom, and every belisweeking and reigns with Christ. As Revelation @:5-
says, He “loves us and has freed us from our sidsv@ade us to be a kingdom and priests to serve
God.” In chapter 2, verse 26, he says the samg.thlio him who overcomes and does my will, 1 will
give him authority over the nations and he willertthem with an iron scepter.” Now that activity is
applied to Jesus in Psalm 2 and Revelation 12hB#ays here that even a Christian will have all
authority and will rule the nations with an irorepter. Revelation 5:9-10 says something similasayts
that Jesus is worthy to open the scroll becauspudghased men for God from every tribe, language,
people, and nation and has made them to be a kimgahol priests to serve our God and they will reign
on the earth.

| want you to believe that this theme is to be fbeisewhere. In Romans we are called more than
conquerors. In 1 Peter we are told that even imtlust of your troubles, your persecutions, andryou
sorrows in life, you do reign with Christ now. by are in a certain mood, you may laugh at thati Yo
say, “Reign with Christ? | cannot even reign overaar. How can | reign with Christ when my
telephone reigns over me with the tyranny of itgyJang calls? How can | reign? Look at the weeds in
my yard.” But no, Christ does call us really tagreover our cars, over our yards, over our worlerov
our family, and over our clock. He does not say loai shouldreign, but that yodo reign—weare a
kingdom of priests. That is our true nature. Ancewhve think, “Well, the Lord saved my soul and the
rest of it is out of control,” that is not biblicdlinking. The Lord wants us to reign for Him amdthie
domain of our reign is small, then that is finet Binatever reign we have, in whatever domain we
exercise our governance of our world, we shoulé takeriously and seek to reign under Christ fr H
sake. Do you believe that? | gave you a few veifsaisindicate that is indeed what a Christian sthioul
do.

How should a Christian reign? It is never easyr®ager this question. Think about John on the Islaind
Patmos, which was a prison colony where laborerg&themselves to death in the mines. There are
different reports from ancient church history abitné mines but it is agreed that when people weent t
Patmos, they usually died within a few years aftat. How could John say he reigns from Patmos? In
fact, that is almost a perfect illustration of m@igg even as one suffers, because he reigned Brigaog
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the churches. He was able to write them lettersiddeived visions from Christ that he was able to
portray to the church, the seven specific churcaed,all others throughout history. It is easyosel
sight of this reality in the midst of our daily kss inertia, opposition, sin, lethargy and persiecutBut
God finds a way that we should reign. That is tbmfpof the overture or the prologue or the prefiary
message of Revelation.

The first vision of Revelation is the vision of @&ir If you are the kind of a person who likes @ d
things this way, you might want to close your eged envision what | am going to read to you over th
next moment or two. John says,

| turned around to see the voice that was speakinge. And when | turned | saw seven
golden lamp stands, and among the lamp standsom@sose ‘like a son of man,’
dressed in a robe reaching down to his feet andl avgolden sash around his chest. His
head and hair were white like wool, as white assramd his eyes were like blazing fire.
His feet were like bronze glowing in a furnace, &mlvoice was like the sound of
rushing waters. In his right hand he held seversséad out of his mouth came a sharp
double-edged sword. His face was like the sun sgim all its brilliance. When | saw
him, | fell at his feet as though dead. Then heguhis right hand on me and said: ‘Do
not be afraid. | am the First and the Last. | amltlving One; | was dead, and behold |
am alive for ever and ever! And | hold the keysle&ath and Hades.’

Let us attempt to detect the symbolic value of gfaissage. Let us start with the very first imagehén

| turned, | saw seven golden lamp stands and ormm@nhe lamp stands was ‘like a son of man.” What
are the lamp stands? They are the churches, aseevielé shortly afterward in Revelation 1:20. The
seven lamp stands are the seven churches. Soffalityou have a vision of the Son of Man walking
around. He is among the lamp stands, which mearns iHghe midst of the churches. He is dressea in
robe that goes to His feet and in a golden sagjolden sash and a robe to the feet symbolized the
opposite of someone who was ready to work. Workatsrelatively short garments, which maybe went
up to their knees, and they often kept them kinghafrt. They also had an undergarment they coglkd tu
their outer tunic into when they were laboring. Butou are dressed in something down to your
knees—this would be a male figure so we do noktbira fancy gown—you are not dressed for work.
So you are not a worker. You might be somebody dd®s not need to work. You have got a golden
sash and gold is the color and the metal of roy&8oywe have a royal figure, shown by His clothing.
We also have a white head and white hair. What ddwtgness usually signify in the Bible? White is
purity. What does white hair signify? It signifiegssdom.

So we have a royal figure among the churches, wlaovery wise figure. And his eyes are like blazing
fire. What do eyes do both in real life and symtaly? They see. And what do fiery eyes suggest?
What does fire do? It judges and it purifies. Fies two values in the Bible. It burns in judgmentt o
burns in purification. When we see that Jesus f@s kke blazing fire, it means that He sees. leones
He sees and will judge, and for others He seesdhgurify. That theme will be played out repeadted
throughout the letters to the seven churches. Bg wéh His fiery eyes the sin that is in five bét
seven churches and warns them He will remove theip stands. He will fight against them with His
sword, and search their hearts. He tells them Hespit them out of His mouth because He seesithe s
of the seven churches.

He also has feet glowing like bronze. What do ggsterally do in the Bible? We read things like fllw
put my enemies as a footstool under your feet.t Fest on conquered or vanquished enemies. The only
times you really see this today is in pictures@dpe on safari when they shoot a lion or wildebees
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What does the gunman do? He puts his foot on tastibe show he conquered it. These glowing bronze
feet make us think of other feet that glow or otleet of symbolic images in the Bible. In factDaniel

2, 7 and 10, you have images of great figureshhag feet. If you think about the main image of the
statue in the book of Daniel, the head is madeotif gnd next comes silver and next comes bronze and
next comes clay and iron. How is a statue goingold up that has gold at the top, one of the dénses
metals, and then silver, another very dense maatdl then a foundation of clay and iron. How is that
going to work? It is not going to work well at alhd that is a main point of the imagery of Danlidlese
grand kingdoms are resting on an unstable foundaitna they have no strength; they will crumble and
fall. But Jesus has a foundation of bronze, whschnalleable and strong. It is a very strong fouiodat

He has a voice like many waters. We can think efgbunding surf, and how it indicates a grand and
strong voice. In His right hand, He holds the sestams. What are the seven stars? They are seven
angels. What does that mean? Does each churchthawen angel? Could that be true? | am reluctant
to say that each church has its angel, becauler# is such a thing, this is the only passage that
mentions it. | am reluctant to make a doctrineafd vision in which things are not fully explaindd

says seven angels, but the word ‘angel’ is takem fingelos a Greek work. Buangelosordinarily in

the Greek language does not mean ‘angel.’ It ordynaeans ‘a messenger.’ It has an ordinary secula
use. It is a very commonly used word. If you semdegsage by a messenger, then you send it by an
angelos Do churches have messengers that we know of éleewhere in the Scriptures? The answer is
‘yes.” The messengers are the preachers, teaemerpastors of the church who carry the message of
God to the church. So | take it this way: the sestamns that Jesus holds mean that Jesus is e$pecial
guarding the leaders of the church. He walks arpantbng the churches, and guards the churches. Now
as He does this, His eyes are like blazing fireH8sees in order to judge. That is the openinigwisf

the book of Revelation. He is the royal divine jadgho is attractive yet not to be trifled with. \\ége

Him and want to get close to Him, but He is aldoghtening image. On the other hand, He doessay i
Revelation 1:17-18, “Do not be afraid. | am thesFand the Last. | am the Living One; | was dead, a
behold | am alive for ever and ever! And | hold Keg's of death and Hades.”

This vision of Christ is going to define the chugshThe elements of the vision that are found aexe
going to keep coming up again, which I will showuyio a moment. Even this little one we just talked
about, “I am the First and the Last. | am the Lgv{Dne; | was dead, and behold | am alive,” comes up
again in the letter to the church at Smyrna, indkation 2:8-10. The church at Smyrna is one that is
about to suffer for 10 days. It may suffer evethi point of death. To the church that may sufésath,
Jesus says, “I am the first and last, the One vidx @nd came to life.” Do you see the connectiait wi
what is going to happen? With all seven churches,eement of this vision is going to be applied to
each church and it is going to be what each choeehs to hear from Christ. How about the church of
Thyatira, in Revelation 2:18? That church is tderant. It tolerates Jezebel, who misleads the lpeafp
God into sexual immorality, and they eat food da&dl to idols at her urging. What does Jesus say?
What aspect of the vision would a church that &iks sin need? It needs to hear that His eyekare |
blazing fire and He sees. Or we could think of arch like Ephesus, which is a church that hasitest
first love. It is dutiful and it is hard working drthat church is going to hear that Jesus is tieendo
holds it in His hands. Their duty and their dodtinorrectness is not their salvation, but Jesigsho
them. So each letter is going to be exactly whah ehurch needs. It will show us that the vision of
Christ defines the church or establishes the chdrits is not just teaching. We do not have Jesus
standing up there and teaching. Jesus does ndéeagt the church. If you see Him as He is, thdt wi
constitute the church. The church does not restgily on the teaching of Christ. It rests on tleegon

of Christ and knowing Christ in His glory. Thatihat the church rests on. Liberals say the churstsr
on the teachings of Jesus. We say it rests ondisop of Jesus.
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Shall we look at the churches and see what thet 8ps to say? | am going to give you an overviéw o
the seven churches on how to read them. At oné, lgme could look at the seven churches and see a
threefold structure in the letters. There is fagseminder of what they are through God, through’'&o
grace in Christ. Secondly, there is recognitiort &very church has its problems. Every church tsas i
sin or its persecution and they need to hear wieat.ord has to say to them about their problemsl An
third, there is a realization that hope in God drepromises of Christ will motivate them. So yoill w
get that triad in each letter. There is a more &os outline | could give you of the letters teth
churches which would have seven aspects. Everygbthas those three | just mentioned, but in more
detail. Yet not all of them have all seven thatgoeng to follow in this more detailed outline. $tir

there is an address to the angel of the churcim Thege is Christ’s self-designation, which isdittto

the need of the church. Then there is an accomnoodiduat they are faithful at some point. Thera is
condemnation, some rebuke or point of infidelitwolchurches do not get that. That condemnation
does not appear in two letters. Of course, if thes not appear, then two churches also do notthave
next thing, which is a warning of possible punishin&inally, there is an exhortation and a pronoice
reward to the faithful church. That pattern holdsdimost all the churches. Two do not have alzin,
they are warned about it. Overall, all seven chesdre exhorted to remain faithful, to shun
compromise, and to avoid misbegotten tolerancenaisthken indifference and lukewarmness. They are
urged to be strong, to make no compromise, and/ethemselves without reserve to Christ. If thay f
that, then the Lord is going to threaten judgm@&hat is an overview.

Let us look at one church in the most detail aredis®y it actually works. We will look at the chunch
Ephesus in chapter 2. “To the angel of the churdBghesus write...” That is the address to the angel,
in Revelation 2:1. “These are the words of Him wodds the seven stars in His right hand and walks
among the seven gold lamp stands.” That is Chrggtfsdesignation. Then it goes on.

| know your deeds. | know your hard work and yoerseverance. | know that you
cannot tolerate wicked men. You have tested thdsechaim to be apostles but are not
and have found them to be false. You have persé\aré have endured hardships for
my name and have not grown weary, yet | hold tharsst you. You have forsaken your
first love. Remember the height from which you h&allen. Repent and do the things
you did at first. If you do not repent, | will conb@ you and remove your lamp stands
from your place. This you have in your favor. Yatdthe practices of the Nicolaitans,
which | also hate. He who has ears to hear, lethear what the Spirit says to the
churches. To him who overcomes, | will give thehtitp eat from the tree of life, which
is in the paradise of God.

What is good about this church? What is commendatideit this church? Do you see how long the
commendation was? There is perseverance. Theyeees&Vhat else is good about this church? They
test doctrine and they are not going to be fooldrby test it well. They do not tolerate evil. Thag
intolerant where one should be intolerant. Theyosggfalse teachers. They endure hardship, and
persevere despite hardship. They are patient. @reliard working. It sounds like a pretty good chur

What is their problem? If that is their commendatiohat is their condemnation? They fell away from
their first love. What does that mean? They stoppalling Christ the Lord of their lives. Let us take
look at this. Can you see that the self-designatfo@hrist is just what this church needs? Whasdbe
self-designation say? Who is Christ for this chutofthis church? It says He holds the seven stars
His right hand and walks among the churches. Shdiids the messenger of that church and He walks
around, among, or within the church. For that chukis presence is exactly what it needs. Jesug&no
the hard work and the toil at Ephesus and that éimelure and do not tolerate evil. They test thdse w
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call themselves apostles. But their virtues areentmarrd work than the outworking of love. That isith
problem. It is more hard work than love at workeylnang on. They hold out with a tough sinewy
rectitude and stoicism and dutifulness, all of vilhstipplant love. So Jesus reminds them that ftifesir |
does not consist of their hard work, their dutiegs, or their hatred of evil. Those are not baayhi but
they are not the source of life. The source offtiiea church is that Christ holds the church is Hi
hands. They exist and they endure through Himthrough their ecclesiastical rigor. That is thenpoi
It is not speaking against ecclesiastical rigondanyou, but that is not the source of life.

If you look at the commendation Jesus gives, Hs 8laknow your work. | know your toil. | know your
endurance.” Do you hear how hard they are workiFggy are toiling, enduring, and they cannot
tolerate evil. The Greek word therebiastazameaning they cannot bear it. They cannot carfjhey
cannot stand it. They test those false apostlesn He goes on to say “you have endurance and you
carry” and it is the same word; the wdrdstazameans ‘to bear or carry.” He says, “You cannot bea
evil, but you do bear or carry on My name and yauknand you toil.” The word for ‘toil’ is played
with here too. The word sopos Later it says, “But you are not toiled out,” whits a verbal form
kopiaa So He is using a little play on words to show Hwawd working they are, how they bear Christ.
They can bear Christ's name, but they cannot behr e

He then praises them for their hatred for the Nitahs. What does that mean? Hatred of the
Nicolaitans in Revelation 2:6 is not really quipgesified, but the Nicolaitans come up in Revelation
2:15 in the context of Balaam teaching Balak tacenthe Israelites to sin and commit sexual
immorality. Do you remember Balaam? Do you rememideat he was hired to do? He was hired to
speak against or curse Israel. He took the mongywben he got there, he could not do it. The Laicd
not let him, but he had received his advance mandye had to do something for Balak. He said, “I
cannot curse them, but | can give you a little eelvIf you entice them into idolatry,” which oftéad
sacred prostitution, “You might be able to get thbat way.” He did so and it worked. This church
could not stand the Nicolaitans. It could not staadual immorality. That is another thing in fawdr
this church. There is the commendation, that theydoctrine, are intolerant of evil, and are ietaht
of the Nicolaitans.

The book of Revelation has a theme that the timjadgment has come. The day of punishing evildoers
is here. Revelation 19:3 says, “Hallelujah, for seroke goes up forever.” That indicates rejoicim¢ghie
death of the wicked. What are we supposed to makeat? Consider when you rejoice in a victory. Let
me give you an illustration from my life. | was archurch basketball team once. We only had foudgoo
players and one day we were playing a team thatrteaty good and experienced players and we beat
them. Three of us had the best game of our livesder to win. When we won that game, we were
bouncing up and down. Earlier in the season thelydeaten us by a huge margin. In the game we won,
we won by one point. And when we beat them, wetghhaBut that is not what we were supposed to do.
Gloating was not the proper way to celebrate vict¥ou also see gloating over victories in action
movies. When the good guy is beaten up, shot, sthiiietrayed, and lied about, and his house iseabb
and his children are taken away from him, only tbeas he go on a rampage to kill the bad guy. Then
he says, “Great! | killed him!” But that is gloagjyioo. That is not the way in which a Christian
celebrates the overthrow of the evil.

But there is a place in which the book of Revelatioes say, “Hallelujah, for her smoke goes up
forever.” It does say it. It is in the first blastthe coming out of the Gospel age. The age ofabspel

is that of God’s love toward sinners. It is thediof God’s infinite mercy. God loves us while we ar

yet sinners. Everyone can come. It is the ageefak collector and the Pharisee when the tax aolle
goes home justified. It is the age of Paul who @eauted the church and became a leader of the church

©Summer 2006, Dan Doriani & Covenant Theologicah®ery



Hebrews to Revelation Lecture 24, page 6

That is the age we are in. But that age does coraa £nd. On the last day, to purge the univessk, e
has to be destroyed and we are not sad when thpeha. We do not gloat when the bad guy gets killed
in the Gospel age. We do not gloat when the teatatlways stomped us in the mud finally loses to us
But we do not cry when the time of God’s judgmemhes. For, there is such a thing as a blessed
intolerance. Why? It is not because we delighhandeath of the wicked. God does not do so, nor
should we, Ezekiel says. But there is a sense inohwBod’s perfect reign cannot be manifest as g
evil has free reign. That has to stop and whepeésdwe give thanks that evil has been punish&sat
and the earth is purged.

That is the first glimpse of that idea that we hbheee, though it is glimpsed earlier in Scripturkere

are Psalms 5 and 11 that say that God hates eksld®salm 39:21 says, “I hate those who hate you.”
We do not talk about those verses in those psaémsmuch. They are sometimes called imprecatory
psalms, or psalms that call for judgment. One thimgpsalmist understands is that in the final ysigl
some people become so identified with their sin they are their sin. It is one thing to lie, buisi
another thing to be a liar. The book of Revelasaygs there will be no liars in the kingdom, and¢he
will be no murderers. There are people who murddrthen there are murderers. Not everyone who
murders is a murderer. A murderer is someone wembaompunctions about murder. It is someone
who murders over and over and does not care. &hgthie fornicator, or the thief is not someone who
steals once, but does it as a way of life, andethall not enter the kingdom. They will be judgeahd

that judgment is right. The Lord says “I hate thdmtause they themselves and their sin are one and
the same. There is no gap between them. They airesth when the judgment comes. The letter to the
church at Ephesus is the first glimpse of that @véation.

Let us move on to the correction toward this chufidie problem they have is that they have leftrthei
first love. One way of putting this would be to wlathe way in which the language of Revelation 2
operates. It says things like “you persevere,ytest doctrine, are intolerant of evil, are hard kg’

and so forth. But what we miss is a passage likKadssalonians 1:3, which says, “We remember your
work produced by faith, your labor prompted by loyeur endurance inspired by hope in Christ Jesus.”
Faith, love, and hope are the origin of good wobkg,they are not really mentioned here. We could
think also of Galatians 5:6 where Paul says thatwbunts is not works, but faith working in love.
There is a place for work, but faith working in é&is what he wants to see in them. Or we couldthin

of 1 Corinthians 13 which says, “Without love | awmthing, no matter what | do, even if | give my pod
to be burned.”

That text reminds us that there is more than onefaraove to grow cold. Jesus predicted at the @nd
Matthew 24 that the love of many will grow cold.€érk are two ways for love to grow cold. One is by
drowning it yourself—your love, your passion, ydwat for the Lord—in a sea of iniquity. Overt sin
will make your love grow cold. But it is also pdds! for love to grow cold through dutifulness. What
He is saying is we must not operate out of a dafativation. Do not do your good deeds out of défi
motivation. That is to say, do not do your goodds$eas if to obtain God’s favor. Think of a chiléth

has never been approved by his parents and resdlpéen harshly disapproved by his parents fosyear
It could be one parent or the other. He could neleasise Mom, or never could please Dad. Many such
children will spend the rest of their lives tryitgprove to their mom or dad that they are okagnev
after Mom and Dad are dead. They still want to prthat it is true that they are worth somethingatTh

is an example of deficit motivation. Some Christi@an tend to operate that way—*I have got to prove
to God that | am worthy. | have got to prove thatstiould love me.” But that is not Christian thimki
That does not lead to peace and it does not lelxéowith God. Good deeds do not win God'’s
approval. God gives us His love when we repentlaiigve. We produce our good deeds because we
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are approved. Because we belong to the family wdyme good deeds, not in order to gain entry to the
family.

How did this church get cold? Who started the chatcEphesus? The Apostle Paul did. What other
notable people spent time in Ephesus? Timothy he®f according to the First Letter to Timothy.
Apollos was there. Priscilla and Aquila were thier€0 AD. The church probably started in the mid
50’s and Timothy would have been there in the &8s and Apollos and Priscilla and Aquila
throughout the 60’s. What year are we in now aseReion is written? It is being written and read in
about 95 AD. From our perspective, looking back entban 1900 years, it seems that the gap between
95 AD and 60 AD is not very much. But look backy&ars from today and it will seem quite long. That
is more than a whole generation. What this chugelshies us is that it is possible for a church @ lza
great start and even hold on to morality and doatpurity and dutifulness, and yet take a wrorrg.tu
You cannot survive on the love of a previous getm@nalf you have a church that talks about great
things that were 30 years ago, you have a dyingcbhit cannot rest on the faith of a previous
generation. Maybe their doctrines and their deadscontinue but not the love of a church. That oann
happen. That is their problem.

The exhortation is, “He who has ears to hear,itathear.” And even the little promise also fitsithe
needs. He speaks “to the one who conquers,” andrtla be an appeal to their activism. But He then
says to the one who conquers, “I will give to e&t€’ does not say, “You will earn the right to e&ut
rather, “I will give it to you.” That is the persgiéve.

Let us do a quick survey of the rest of the chusclham going to hit some highlights. The church of
Smyrna, | already commented on. The self-designatidrevelation 2:7-11 says that Jesus is “the
Alpha, the Omega, the One who died and came tadjn.” If they face death, which they shall
according to verse 10, they should remember tleat serve a Lord who died and came back to life.
Jesus tells them that He knows their poverty. Theah is poor. They are persecuted. And He knows
they must endure slander and persecution everetpdimt of death. Yet they are not rebuked. Inis a
unrebuked church. It is a church that hears a menti they are faithful, they will receive the wno of
life and will not be hurt by the second death. Elerdy is going to die once, but you do not wardito
twice. Dying once is the death of the body. Theosdaleath is eternal death. So if you die oncenbtuit
twice then you are united to Christ.

Moving to the churches that are rebuked, we wiletthem all at once. These are the churches at
Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis, and Laodicea. Thew a@ia that they have all compromised. Pergamum
tolerated a compromise regarding sex, sexual nigraind emperor worship. Revelation 2:14-16
alludes to that. Thyatira has tolerated Jezebakwdlso seems to be immorality. Sardis has fallen
asleep and soiled its clothes, according to Rewvel& 2-3. And Laodicea has lost its zeal and its
awareness of its need of saving grace. They tlmak &re rich and that they do not need any helps&h
are all churches that have fallen or failed.

Let us take a look how Christ’'s nature definesdwerches. For Pergamum, in Revelation 2:12, tHe sel
designation is from the words of “Him who has tharp, two-edged sword.” That sharp, two-edged
sword is a sword that cuts. It cuts both ways ajutiges. Later on in Revelation we are going teeha
Jesus appearing in chapter 19 with a two-edgeddsaaming out of His mouth to slay His adversaries.
What He is saying to this church is that they mayrbated like one of His adversaries. They may be
judged by Him.
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What is their problem? It is found in this puzzlirgderence to Balaam and the Nicolaitans. We have
already talked about Balaam leading the peoplétarsd the Nicolaitans’ immorality and sensuality.
The church also seems to be compromising with cetgaemperor worship. At the end of verse 14, you
have people holding to the teaching of Balaam, talight Balak to entice the Israelites to sin byngat
food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexumimorality. Is a reference to food sacrificed tolsdo
found anywhere else in the Bible? It is in 1 Cdriahs 8 and Romans 14. What does Paul say about
eating food sacrificed to idols in those passagis8ays it is okay if it does not cause your weaker
brother to sin. One of the bits of advice he gige# you are ready to eat some meat, and jusirbef
you bite somebody says, “By the way, | got thishe offered-to-idols section of the meat freezer.”
Then you should probably say, “I think | am a vagein today and | will just eat those red tomaiaes
pineapple and onion rings and make a meal outeshthWhy is that the advice? If it is enough of a
problem in your Christian brother’s mind that hentiens it to you, then that proves that he is notey
sure. And if he is not sure, he may think that weeteying to deceive God. Then it would be a sineT
principle is: even if something is not a sin, iluyihink it is a sin, or if you think you are dedeiy God,
then itis a sin.

By the time Revelation is written, things have dhfrom the time Paul was writing. The situatisn i
much more tense. When 1 Corinthians and Romanswéten it was in the 50’s, which was before
systematic persecution of Christians had starteglas before you could be persecuted just for being
Christian. It was before the emperor said, “Bowni® or die.” When John is writing Revelation, thg da
has come when even the tiniest hint that you allengito participate in the system of emperor waosh
is intolerable. And even the tiniest hint of buyiiogd that was offered to an idol is intolerablegre
though it is really nothing. But even that muchtjggration was intolerable because it was viewed as
joining in the false religion of the culture, whishould not be allowed. There is a time for extreme
measures and for no compromises. So Jesus saysrfRé&st | come and fight against you.” And what
He says is, “If you want to avoid war with Romedmmpromise you will avoid war with Rome. But
you will not avoid war. You will get it from Me. jou do not fight with Rome, you will fight with Me

It is better to face the sword of Rome than to theesword of God. And | want to tell you, that is
something that | think our church needs todayiriklthere are far too many churches that are far to
comfortable in our culture. They tolerate almosithimg and they want to blend in and fit in and jos
smooth and be a part of our culture. But theregkaee for godly intolerance. The church at Ephesus
was blessed. It was not a great church, but itblessed for its intolerance of evil. Yet this chuat
Pergamum is in danger of being cursed for its adftesbe intolerant, for its refusal to draw a line

| want to balance my remarks. We are a kingdonriesgs. We should reign over all of life and that
means that Christians should get involved in egphere of life, whatever your occupation may be.
Many of you are training for ministry. But manyyiu are not and instead you are out there teaghing
the schools or you are politicians or you are wagKior the utility companies or you are policemen.
Whether you work for newspapers or you manage geaasnor you are a lawyer or whatever the case
may be, you should do it for the Lord. Thus | anbh advocating flight from the world, but I am
advocating a refusal to fit in too much. I thinlaths what Christ is teaching.

The church at Thyatira, in Revelation 2:18-29, $iaslar sorts of problems. They tolerate a wicked
woman. They are failing to test her teaching. TfweeJesus says He is one who has eyes like blazing
fire and feet of burnished bronze, as if readyrtsle them under His feet. He says that they ar&exdar
by love and increasing deeds, but they are tooanteThey are liable to seductions, and liable to
compromises.
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So we see that the vision of Christ defines a dindtagives the church its very nature. That is tvha
Revelation chapters 1 and 2 and 3 are all about.
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