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Revelation 12-16: The Unholy Trinity

Enver Hoxha was the Communist dictator of AlbangaT the time following World War Il until 1985.
His motto was; “Albania is all the religion an Altian needs.” With that as his credo, he did his tmes
completely eradicate the Christian church fromlémel of Albania. Some people who watched what
happens in the world of religion believed that ¢hemas not one functional church in the entire matib
Albania when he died in 1985. Some people thinketineight not have been a single Christian in the
country. He let them leave. He did not kill eveagtlone. He drove them out. During his years as
communist dictator of China, Mao Tse-Tung put heddrof thousands of images, statues, and murals
of himself all over the major cities and the smailns. They were dozens of feet high so that people
might look upon his benevolent gaze and gaze kldeph Stalin, who probably killed 20 million o§hi
own people by starving them to death in order tatyem under his control, wanted to be loved by his
people as Papa Joe. Alexander the Great was reogitleworship in city after city as he swept thgbu
the ancient world. In many of his conquests, noresested at all. They simply came out to greet,him
bow down to him, and pay homage to him not onlgragemperor but as a god. What do these men have
in common? They are all manifestations of the szstof Revelation 13:1.

The book of Revelation was somewhat more focusddenas it is on earth in chapters 1 through 11.
But in chapters 12 through 22 it describes thatspirrealities behind the travail and the conquest

the face of the earth. In chapter 12, we saw tletitagon desires to destroy the Christ child estroy

the church. He wages war against heaven and whdrevgoes, he is defeated. We saw that by the time
you count them all up, he is defeated a totalve fimes. Nonetheless, he is persistent. We read in
chapter 12 that the dragon was enraged becausa,hvehgelched out a river of water to sweep away the
woman, the earth helped the woman and swallowediiter up. When that was over, he went on to
wage war against the rest of her offspring, whiehthose who obey God’'s commandments and hold to
the testimony of Jesus. Then we read that “theairatpod on the shore of the sea and | saw a beast
coming out of the sea.” The two beasts of Revatati@ extremely similar. There are just a couple
minor variations between the two so that we coalgdthat the sea beast is the image of Satan. the is
first member of an unholy trinity.

The theory behind chapter 13 of Revelation is 8&tan is a counterfeiter. It is one of his techegjio
make nothing, to create nothing, to do nothing pasbut rather to pervert that which is good. dty
think about what Satan does and the way he worltseinvorld, his work enticing people to sin has no
positive thesis because sin never does. Sin omyeds what is good. Thus theft is a misuse of priyp
Lying is a misuse of the gift of language, as ader, deceit and malice. Sexual immorality is suse
of the gift of sexuality. Divorce is a misuse ofmmiage. Greed is a misuse of our good desires lamnd t
aspirations we have. Pride is a misuse of skillgimohg too much credit to ourselves. Every sin yan
think of is somehow a perversion of something thaood. That is true of the work Satan tries tardo
us. It is also true of the work he does withindugn demonic realm, such that Satan would like to
consider himself to be a counterpart to God thééraifThe Father plans and creates and Satan deceive
and welcomes the beast.

The Father is related to the Son. Jesus is Godnata He is active in redemption and active inlitres

of His people and in receiving worship from His pk0 In a similar way the sea beast who comes forth
from Satan is Satan incarnate. His image is likaitige of the beast even as Christ’'s image isg¢he
image of the Father. He is active not in redemptiohin destruction and he too desires worship. dsis
God sends the Son and the Son receives testimothelyoly Spirit, so Satan has one who will give
testimony to the first beast that he sends. Itheast coming from the earth and sometimes cailed t
false prophet. Just as the Holy Spirit withesseshost, likewise a beast that comes from the earth
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which | call the earth beast, is a false withess gives testimony and tries to get everyone orhdart
worship the beast.

The triune God has a relationship, a love relatigmsa wholly love relationship with the bride, His
church. Satan also has a perverse kind of a |[dagaeship with a harlot, not a bride, but a prngé
who is called Babylon. The bride is pure. The hadampure and tries to seduce through wealth and
pleasure. This sea beast does correspond in twistgs to Christ as you look through the pages of
Scripture. | already mentioned that he receivesshipras Christ has already received worship in
Revelation 6 and will receive it later on. Bothtkém have a mark or a seal that they offer theopfze
Jesus put a mark on His people in chapter 7 andpofotect them. In both sets of relationships,ghgeml
father-son pair, a proceeding relationship. Jeadsahmortal wound and was killed and raised to life
The beast has something that looked like a moraing, but he was raised to life. They also botrehav
an interest in a name. The beast seeks a nambef&oi$ an unholy trinity. The goal of this unholy
trinity is to mock and to pervert the work of Gaadahe work of Christ.

Let us take a look at the sea beast in Revelaftoh+10. At the end of chapter 12 and beginning3f 1
the dragon is standing by the sea when a beastscoitteten horns, seven heads, ten crowns on his
horns and each had a blasphemous name even ahidssrsexcellent name. There is a description of
this beast which | will not give in detail. The madea, if you look at the beast and think aboat th
imagery, is that this beast represents false opmegovernment power, such as Stalin, Mao Tse-Tung
Hoxha, Alexander the Great, and the Roman emperors.

If you think through this symbolism, do you knovesie symbols in the Bible? What does a head
represent? He has seven heads. The head in treerBdains authority or rule. What does a crown
signify? It signifies power, governmental power.raare especially a sign of power in the Bible. So
all three of these symbols are symbols of powée, and authority and they add up to government.
According to this passage the goal is to attaclkcthech indirectly through government and through
false religion. The beast represents governmentoagrsteps its bounds, as it receives worshigtor
months. This is the pattern of false governmerdughout the world.

In verse 4, men worship the dragon because heiliad guthority to the beast. They also worshipped
the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast andoahavage war against him?” Do you remember the
credo or title that Domitian liked? He liked to ¢aled ‘our Lord and our God.” And the Roman
emperors liked to receive the honor or worshiptifigir fame, by obedience to them and by the offerin
of a pinch of incense and a prayer not only foratmperor, but a prayer to the emperor. The sitih®
beast is therefore false government claiming worébr self. | already gave you my evidence tha thi
happens in communism, which maybe did it the most.it happens not only in communism, but in fact
it is the common tendency of government to wantenpmwer than what it deserves in its sphere. It is
also the common tendency of people to give thatgodavthe government. Not only the communist
countries but also socialist countries have doresttme thing. “We will take care of you from the
cradle to the grave.” That is the motto of soméhefsocialist governments.

| have talked about Alexander the Great, the Roemaperors, about communists, about socialists, yet |
can also mention the United States. It is one thinlge glad to be an American. It is a wonderfatdla

that we should be loyal to our country and notciktiaand not slander our leaders. We should poay f
our leaders. But there is a danger in patriotisrerwbeople start identifying with their country, vitiner

it is right or wrong. Our country is a great coyntout it is also a sinful country. It is also auotry that
claims too much for itself. We claim loyalty sonrmeéis at almost any cost. It does not just happen in
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communist countries. Almost every government henedency to claim too much. In effect, they claim
the right of worship, the right of exclusive loyalt

The beast gives a sense of invincibility, and tiel world is astonished and follows the beast. He
looks like a powerful animal and it says that hensed to have a fatal wound. That is also anothek ma
of many governments. The Bolshevik revolution wiasost crushed repeatedly during the early
twentieth century, and the communists in Chinaadalk about the long march and how they had to
march thousands of miles to avoid eradication. Tdemmed to be dead, but they came to life again.
Napoleon had certain aspirations to greatnessharadso seemed to be defeated on more than one
occasion. He seemed to be on the verge of deatthahdear death is a kind of mockery or an inotati
of the true death and the true resurrection ofsthri

What does the sea beast do? He tries to intimlaferce. Revelation 13:10 says, “If anyone is®o g
into captivity, into captivity he will go. If anyanis to be killed with the sword, with the swordviad

be killed.” He tries to coerce, tries to use thesimo threaten with death. That is the mentalitthe
approach of the sea beast. The sea beast alsadiksk a question. In Revelation 13:4, men wor#hgp
dragon because he gave authority to the beast. ibeship the beast and they asked, “Who is like the
beast?” Where does the question, “who is like,” eamp in the Bible? “Who is like the Lord, and wiso i
like our God?” Those refrains are found many titeeughout the Old Testament. Exodus 15 says,
“Who among the gods is like You, O Lord? Who ilyou, majestic in holiness, awesome in glory,
working wonders? O Lord, who is like you?” Psalm88ays, “Who is like the Lord?” Isaiah also asks
the question on a couple of occasions. But thetlsags, “I want to have that same question, ‘Who is
like the beast?’ There is no one like me.”

How does the church respond to the beast? It ibyéghting, nor by meeting the sword with a sword
but by enduring. As Revelation 13:10 says, “If amyds to go into captivity, into captivity he wgb. If
anyone is to be killed with a sword, with a swoedvll be killed.” In other words, God will allowhts.
The way in which we fight the beast, Jesus hashtaus is not by using the beast’s methods. Do you
remember when Jesus was about to be arrested sardNPgped out a sword? Jesus told Peter he did
not have it right. Jesus said if He wanted to figket would not need Peter’s sword. He could have 12
legions of angels, 72,000 angels, at His dispasight the little rag-tag bunch that came out i@ st
Him. Now is the time to submit. It is the time ®&sist, not to resist actively, but to resist by gieing
them the worship that they would like. We might Hagt by naming the fear of death, He weakens the
fear of death. When we do not mention somethingast more of a hold. So we should just bring itrig
out in the open. Satan wants to kill. At least ikaine of the things he wants to do. We will seatlaer

in a short time.

Killing does not really work. It does not actuallprk all that well. Often when active persecutiakds

place, such as slaying and captivity, things dogaotvell because the people’s attention is drawthéo
church. Their courage is admired and decent paigahbad about the killing of church members. So
another technique is used in Revelation 13:11-18:

Then | saw another beast, coming out of the ebghhad two horns like a lamb, but he
spoke like a dragon. He exercised all the authoiitye first beast on his behalf, and
made the earth and its inhabitants worship thebeast, whose fatal wound had been
healed. And he performed great and miraculous s&ren causing fire to come down
from heaven to earth in full view of men. Becautthe signs he was given power to do
on behalf of the first beast, he deceived the iithats of the earth. He ordered them to
set up an image in honor of the beast who was wexlibg the sword and yet lived. He
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was given power to give breath to the image ofitisebeast, so that it could speak and
cause all who refused to worship the image to bedkiHe also forced everyone, small
and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to recaimark on his right hand or on his
forehead, so that no one could buy or sell unledsdd the mark, which is the name of
the beast or the number of his name. This callsvfsdom. If anyone has insight, let him
calculate the number of the beast, for it is mawmsiber. His number is 666.

If the sea beast is political power, what is thehebeast? The earth beast is a religious power ybDil
notice the references to worship and to imaged@naraculous signs in the passage | just read? He
resembles a lamb, but he speaks as a dragon. Bateginind you of anything? Is there any warning
about people who come like lambs? False teacheng tloat way throughout Scripture and this is the
way it is with Revelation, only the symbols areeofaltered a little bit. Jesus says in Matthew 7 to
beware of those who come in sheep’s clothing buardly they are ravening wolves. Likewise beware
of a beast that speaks like or looks like a lamuibi9actually a dragon.

Revelation 13:12 says he is in front of, or befaren the presence of the first beast. To beontfof or
before in the Bible is language that indicatespbsture of a worshipper. A prophet is one who i
presence of God. When people worship, they areemptesence of the living God. So we could say this
beast is a servant of the first beast. He perfaignss such as fire coming from heaven. Who dods tha
remind you of? It sounds like Elijah, who calledefdown from heaven to destroy the prophets of ,Baal
which is in 1 Kings 17. Then in 2 Kings 1 and 2,entElijah is going to be arrested by wicked kinfjs o
the north, fire comes down from heaven and devonesgroup of 50, and then another group, and then
he is ready to devour another group. The seconst Ieegoing to imitate that. He is going to imitéte
power that God has shown to take care of His pripjitigah. This beast deceives and leads to false
worship, even as a false prophet will, accordinBéniteronomy 18. False prophets lead you astray to
worship other gods. He is a false prophet. Heegépresentative and the agent of the beast. He
establishes false worship.

We had a fulfillment of the sea beast in the comistarand in Alexander the Great and the Roman
emperors. Where might we see a fulfillment of thetebeast, the false prophet? Throughout history
there have been false religious powers that tigad the people into false worship and tie it ithwi

false government. We see it in the popes befor&®#iermation. Were those popes earth beasts?K thin
they were because those popes served the kings bfdly Roman Empire. They served the kings and
the military leaders of Italy and Spain and bactesin up with the power of the pope, including tksea
of excommunication. It certainly was a false raigbecause of their profound corruption and because
of their denials of salvation by faith through gratVhen else does false religion support false
governmental powers all in support of Satan? lanfsive have the imams and the mullahs who work
hand in hand with the governmental powers and évey sometimes try to merge with the
governmental power so the two are as one. Thaoelgupports the state and the state supportsaelig
Can we think of other times this happened? Watbemething right at hand for them in the first
century? Certainly the system of the Roman empevassone in which the priests would often support
many religions and be initiated into several religg with big shows and ceremony. There would be
meals and festivals and public events all usingicel and prayer to support the power of the empero
Now let us not just go after people of long ago kdis not just go after the popes. We can look to
Protestants too. There are the state churchesropEwvho take their money from the state and suppor
a theology that is almost completely dead. Theynute a safe, comforting religion. We have this in
America too. Mormonism, with Joseph Smith and BaighYoung, sought to establish a state and a
structure of their own. There is a tendency towhislin all kinds of false religions. It is realilye
exception when kings do not try to get priestsher¢hurch or religious institutions to support thamal
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prop them up and be in their control and pay thatha@nsult with them and have them in their cdurt.
was the exception in Israel to have independermih@ts speaking against the kings in the ancienlidwor
Another example would be Protestant churches ttuatyuncritically support the American way. It is
easy for religion to go into the hands of falseayowment.

What happens here is that he also tries to getria amathe right hand and on the forehead. Theatsis
the number 666, which is a human number. | wishd $omething really profound to tell you. | have
looked at this, thought about it, and | have rdalliads of things about it, but the best that hdall you

is that seven is the number of God and His pedacivhile six is the number of man in his
imperfection. The number of mankind is an indicatbtheir godlessness and really of mankind’s @esir
to be like God. It goes all the way back to Adard &we and their failure. | wish | had something enor
profound to say about the number.

| do have something more profound for the markheflieast. In Revelation 9:6, believers are seaed s
the locusts which come from the abyss cannot hernt The seal of a believer is one thing. The beast
has neither a seal nor a sign, which is anothagttiiat God uses sometimes. The beast has a mark. H
does not get the same word as if to suggest halpchas the same thing. The servants of God are
protected by God and they are marked. We seeritiatadus 12, Ezekiel 9, and Revelation 9. They are
marked with a seal on their forehead to proteanthEne beast also marks his servants to protewt.the
They are marked on their hand and on their forehBatiwhereas God'’s servants are marked in a way
that keeps them safe for Him for all eternity, bi@ast marks his out with something that makes it
possible for them to buy and to sell. They do mat eannot be offered eternal life. Notice thabysin
Revelation 16:17 they are marked on their handfarahead so that no one could buy or sell unless he
had the mark of the beast, which is the name ob#ast and the number of his name.

Some people have wondered if we are going to hdieral physical mark of the beast. | think thegh
answer is there is no way of knowing. | do knowt tha mark of God, the seal of the Holy Spirit, is
invisible. The mark of God is invisible, but | alkoow that at the time of the writing of this bodlke
books of Maccabees were popular. Maccabees tsttsra of the life of the Israelites in the period
between the close of the prophecy of Malachi, adod®0 BC, and the coming of John the Baptist and
the coming of Christ. The focus of the books iglmmid second century BC, around the years 160 to
130 BC. There is a crucial person during this tim@se name is Antiochus. There was actually aserie
of Antiochus’s who were part of a family, and themed cities after themselves like Antioch. Buythe
were not happy to have one city; they wanted teelaisunch of Antioch’s. Sometimes they gave
themselves the title Epiphanies, which is an agpea or a manifestation of God. So when one called
himself Antiochus Epiphanies, he was saying, “As @k upon me, Antiochus, you are having an
epiphany. You are seeing what God is like.” Onéhefthings that Antiochus Epiphanies did was insist
that the Jews worship his gods, and there isla passage in 3 Maccabees 2 that describes tlsydt
that when he arrived in Egypt, he increased irdbids of malice. He forbade circumcision in Iseaed
the reading of the law, and there was punishmeydufdid it. He proposed to inflict public disgrace
upon the Jewish community. So he set up a stortkeotower in the courtyard with the inscriptionttha
none of those who do not sacrifice shall enter tb@nctuaries and all Jews should be subject to a
registration and to the status of slaves. In otwnds, you can worship your god if you worship nogg
too but if you do not, then you will be subjecterious penalties. Now you will begin to see the
connection to Revelation. Those who objected weteettaken by force and put to death. So if you
protest, you die, said Antiochus. Those who aresteiged were also to be branded on their bodies by
fire with the ivy leaf symbol of Dionysius and thespuld be reduced to their former limited statust B

if any of them preferred to join those who had bedtated into the mystery religions, they woulavie
equal citizenship with the Alexandrians. So Antiogsiproposed three things with regard to worship.
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Worship his gods and you can worship yours togolif resist actively, you will be killed. If you ries
passively, you will be branded, you will be markeith the ivy leaf of Dionysius, which was one o§hi
gods. So if you said you would not do it, but yoouhd not fight it either, then you were marked on
your forehead for the rest of your life visibly tvian image of Dionysius. Yet if you went along witie
false religion, you would be back to the statusitzens like that of the Alexandrians. That was an
actual literal mark, which | think had such a himgeact on the Jews of the time, that it may be phrt
the background for the mark of the beast.

Revelation says we are not just talking about Aafitics and something like false worship. It is adyual
little bit more subtle than that. The subtle thisghat what you will get is the right to buy amdsell. If
you get the seal of God and the seal of the Sphat, will guarantee your salvation and an eternal
inheritance. On the other hand, you can have th& ofahe beast and he will promise you the abiiity
buy and sell temporal prosperity. You either getredl or temporal prosperity. That is the choicet iB
you choose temporal prosperity it is of courseofoltd by eternal ruin. Those with the mark of thadbe
are sealed with his name and with his fate. Thatie ttwve mark of God are sealed with His name and
with His fate. It is either eternal bliss and temgyg suffering, or temporary bliss and eternal etiffg.
So take your pick between the seal of God or thkkmfthe beast.

Why is there interest in a mark or a seal? An anssviund in Revelation 14:1, which says, “Then |
looked, and there before me was the Lamb, staratingount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his
name and his Father's name written on their fodhé&o the seal is another equivalence. The geal o
God is the name of God and it is written on ouefmads. What does it mean to have someone’s name
put on you or a name put in a certain place? iiB&g ownership. This is a very well known symbol
throughout the Old Testament. God puts His namidismplace of worship in Deuteronomy 14:23,
Deuteronomy 11:25, and Exodus 20:24. Jerusaleheisity of God and it too bears His name. Its name
is the City of God. And the Israelites bear Godisne and belong to Him, as Deuteronomy 28:9-10
says. They are His sons, His daughters, His objébtsy have His name. It is not just in the Old
Testament though. In baptism, we are baptizedtiF@cmame of the Father and the Son and the Holy
Ghost. The minister puts on the water and then saheename of the triune God as he touches the chil
or adult and then he says, this person belong®tb Bhe book of Revelation says that those with the
name of the Father on their forehead are thoseamhoedeemed, those who are purchased by the blood
of the Lamb. They are redeemed from the nationsyHne purchased by Christ and they belong to
Him. We are bought by Christ and we belong to Hsm.if you bear a name you belong, and if you
belong you get the privileges of being owned by Géet you also get the troubles and persecution. If
you belong to the beast, you get the privilegefittnfig in with the world. That is the privilege.d\one
bothers you. You buy and sell and you make dealsaarything goes well. But on the other hand you
also belong to him in his eternal destiny and &ts fs yours.

Why is buying and selling emphasized? The logiba Satan tries various approaches to tempt the
Christians to lead them astray. One approach, tloapter 12, is to devour them, kill them, kill the
Christ child, kill us. Another approach, also fratmapter 12, is to accuse. Another approach isard st
warfare in heaven and to win many angels to himdldhe of those work in the long run. So then he
tries another approach which is political powert Baercion by the state does not work all the time
either so he tries economic temptation. | supplaeih America the greatest temptation for mosisof

is at this point, and maybe that is the case dwerughout all history. One of the curious things ymd
when you look through church history is that somes frontal persecution does really hurt the church
There are countries like Albania, France, and weriathers in the history of the church in whictetru
Christians were persecuted and killed and drivaniot every Christian in Albania and France was
killed. Many of them left and went to various otlpdgices. But generally such open persecution does n
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work all that well. For instance, when Mao set heththe task of destroying the church in China, the
most common estimate you hear among missiologistsai there were around 300,000 Christians in
China. When Mao died, however, the estimate isttiexe were a minimum of 20 million Christians,
and some people think there were 30 to 50 milliber 20 years of solid persecution.

The Muslims in Northern Africa tried to kill Chriahs and eradicate them and use holy wars against
Christians and it did not work. What did work walsem they said that every Christian has to pay aoubl
taxes and no Christian can hold a high office emgbvernment and Christians cannot be in the mylita
and they cannot have nice churches or public psi@es. They could not do anything that makes your
life grand, that makes it splendid, that gives gaense of worth, or that gives you a little moanay.

In communist countries that also seemed to worlbdst. One of the things that the communists did in
Russia, China, and East Germany was to forbid hiiidren of Christians to go into the university no
matter how smart, how talented, or how gifted tiveye. If you were a Christian, you were not going t
get into the university. If you were a Christianuywere not going to be a professional. You weite no
going to get a good job. Christians will only baifars, or dig ditches, or harvest fields by hahldey

will be all the menial laborers. That tactic gotreopeople. When they were told their children and
grandchildren and great-grandchildren will all lmenenon laborers, then some began to buckle. | do not
know why it is, but this is the way in which Sa@ets the greatest results.

How do we resist the beast? We resist the sea bgasitrusting ourselves to God, by saying, “l ash n
going to fight with the sword. If | have to | willie and God will care for me in heaven and | may be
meeting the Lord faster than | had intended or dppat | will go to meet the Lord. What is the wiors
you can do? You can kill me. But then | go to béhwhe Lord.” There is another approach, however,
that the beast can use. He can make you suffélegdit every year for 50 years. That is why wede
discernment to resist the blandishments of weahd,the worldly system of fitting in, of being jusb
comfortable in this world. There are Christians vitay into the hands of the enemy here with the
prosperity gospel. They say the Lord will give yalwndance. They say if you are on the Lord’s side,
and if you give $1000 to the Lord, He will give y82000 or $5000 back. Just send some money to the
ministry and you will have abundance. Of courde ttue that God takes care of His people and that
there are riches in Christ. But that mindset ismaftation to worldliness. Thinking that we will gbe
goods of this world and our religion too, is expethat Satan wants. He wants to have a religion tha
makes you comfortable in this world. So resistanc8atan takes discernment. Resistance means
loyalty, perseverance, and knowing that the Loreh®wou. It means if you hear the threat of violence
and hear the threat of deprivation, you have beepgred to face them.

Chapter 14 gives a counterpoint to this activitysatan and his allies by describing a great muakitof
144,000. These are marked out as all the rededrhade been asked if the 144,000 in Revelatiore7 ar
just the Jewish Christians, because it mentionsribes. My answer is no, | think it is all Chrestis,
because here the 144,000 are all who have beeamede They are pure and they follow the Lamb
wherever He goes. They worship with power like them yet sweetness like a harp. Their response to
the power of the world is not to fight the worldid not to wage war or to establish another spdledt

will be a society free from materialism. Their reape is to worship, to be holy. These people are.pu
They are called virgins, not because virginityamething that is absolutely promised as the best
quality, but because it symbolizes, from 1 Coriatis 7, devotion to the Lord and freedom from
defilement.

Next comes Revelation 14:6-13, with three angels bdar messages. The first angel preaches an
eternal Gospel. The eternal Gospel that he prosl@iFear God and give Him glory because the hour
of the judgment has come, worship Him who madehdarens, the earth, the sea and the springs of the
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water.” The first angel says worship God. Theretaepossibilities here about what this angel is
proclaiming to all who are on the earth. One paksilis that this is the eternal Gospel, such téagn
before the fall and even after the redemption lofhéthgs we eternally worship God. That would be th
eternal Gospel apart from the Gospel of Christ.thaoview that is very plausible is that all people
should worship God. All the angels who are not esded hear this Gospel: worship God. Thus it serves
as a last call to repentance and it comes to twbsdive on the earth. Everybody on the earth hdees
message one more time for all eternity. “Fear Gadthe hour of judgment is coming. You earth
dwellers, all of you who have the mark of the bealtof you who are allied with him, this is yolast
chance. The hour of judgment has come. Repent rale wou have a time to do so.” The phrase, ‘give
Him glory’ is an idiom used in the Bible sometimmsaning to tell the truth about your sins.

The second angel comes proclaiming the doom of BabRevelation 14:8 tells us, “Fallen is Babylon
the great, which made all the nations drink the eceeaathg wine of her adulteries.” Babylon is the age-
old enemy of God’s people. Going back to the towfdBabel, what did the people say at the tower of
Babel? They said, “Let us make a name for ourselesus build a building up to heaven.” That ion
of the marks of Babel, striving to reach heaverpdondependent. Think of the book of Habakkuk when
Habakkuk asks, “What are you going to do abousthen Israel?” And God’s answer is, “I am going to
bring judgment from Babylon.” But Habakkuk saysatBlon? They are worse than we are. They are a
proud and impetuous people. They have an insategigetite. Their mouth is like a grave. They can
never eat enough. There is no end to their dedimea’perverse way, they have infinite desire {tead.
Isaiah 47 is another important passage about Babiidsaiah 47:8, Babylon declares, “I am, andd¢he
is none beside me.” That is the motto of Babylat,atso the motto of God. So the prophet Isaiab say
that Babylon will suffer loss like a widow. In tlaacient world, a woman’s only security was in her
children and her husband. But Babylon says, “I n@Ver be a widow, I'll always have a husband to
take care of me and | will never lose my childrenake care of me.” But Isaiah responds in Isai&aB-4
11,

Both of these will overtake you in a moment, onngle day: loss of children and
widowhood. They will come upon you in full measurespite of your many sorceries
and all your potent spells. You have trusted inryeickedness and have said, ‘No one
sees me.’ Your wisdom and knowledge mislead youwyoal say to yourself, ‘l am, and
there is none besides me.’ Disaster will come uwman and you will not know how to
conjure it away. A calamity will fall upon you thgbu cannot ward off with a ransom; a
catastrophe you cannot foresee will suddenly copoa tyou.

The third angel brings the word of judgment. Thessemger of judgment is coming upon those who
worship the beast and receive his mark on the &a@fand on the hand. Revelation 14:10 says thwat the
“will drink of the wine of God's fury, which has é&e poured full strength into the cup of His wrath.”
Some translation say “double strength,” meaninglitbe a full measure. They will get absolutelyeey
bit of the wrath that they deserve, because theofippdgment has come. Then Revelation 14:14-20
describes a scene from which we might even getetime ‘blood bath’ because the judgment then does
indeed come. A sickle is swept over the earth,thadlood of those who are judged on this day is
trampled and it flows out of the press rising aghhas a horse’s bridle for a distance of 1600 atadi
which is about 180 miles. That is the wrath of Glotakes us one more time to the judgment day
because we have see Satan. Because the eartlahedisé sea beast are unwilling to repent, wethed
coming of the judgment day.
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