Old Testament History Lecture 28, page 1

Solomon & His Wisdom, |

We are going to consider the books of 1 and 2 Kargs particularly the first character who is
introduced there, King Solomon. He is the first melaracter and one of the more enigmatic chasacter
in the Bible.

| would like to begin simply by giving a very geaélook at the books of 1 and 2 Kings in overview.
You will notice that there is a chiasm. | use thie only because | think it is helpful in gettingandle
on one way of analyzing the overarching structdrg and 2 Kings. This first chiasm is not origital
me. However, it is modified by me with apologieghose others who have done more detailed and
excellent work in the past. | try to make it as noeale as possible. The two A elements of the ahias
are entitled, “One Kingdom, Rise of the Davidic @gty” and “One Kingdom, Fall of the Davidic
Dynasty.” This starts with the rise of the kingdomisrael after Saul and David. We have the risthef
kingdom of Solomon described in the first 11 chegptd 1 Kings. That is where we are going to focus
in this session as we get there. By the end off@y&ive have the fall of the northern kingdom. It is
interesting that the description of the destructbthe temple, as it is recorded in 2 Kings 25113-
corresponds to the order of the manufacture ofdahmle in 1 Kings 7. There seems to be an
intentionality in the matching up of these two £&rmkents, as that which was built is now destroyed in
the same order.

At the center of the B elements we have Jeroboamilding of the infamous golden calves. These B
elements deal with the northern kingdom under Jaobl. In 1 Kings 11-14 we read about the rise of
the northern kingdom. In 2 Kings 17 we read offddkeof the northern kingdom at the hands of the
Assyrians. Jeroboam’s building of the golden calvas strongly condemned both by the narrator and
the prophet who comes from the south to the néféhcomes to condemn those golden calves and false
places of worship. We find this in 1 Kings 12:25-38ere is a link between this first B element #mal

fall of the northern kingdom. The B prime elementriade clear by the explicit statement that tHeofal

the northern kingdom was the result of the idolaggun by Jeroboam I. We find this in 2 Kings 17:16
18. Again there seems to be an intentional desigthe part of the narrator to link up the fall bét
northern kingdom with its starting point, how it svaegun under Jeroboam 1.

Then we come to the C elements, which both arelgigmgitled, “Kings of Judah and Israel.” In these
sections we have a rather rapid alternation betweeys of the north and kings of the south. Yourtea
little bit about one and a little bit about the @thPerhaps these serve simply to recount therjisto
both kingdoms and to separate the creation andutéish of the northern kingdom, described in the B
elements, from that central section, D, which iyery important for the message of this book.

Those who have earlier analyzed this particularcstire in the books of 1 and 2 Kings have sometimes
described this central element, the D elementeasodstrating the victory of prophetic over monaechi
forces. In other words, prophet takes precedeneelamg.

| would like to make a slight adjustment here agally say perhaps this describes the victory of
Yahwehism over Baalism. The central kingly chanactehis large section in the middle of Kings is
Ahab and his wife Jezebel. The false worship tdakgunder their rule. The prophets with whom they
come into greatest contact are Elijah and Elish#hik section is the famous contest between the
prophet Elijah and the prophets of Baal in 1 Kigs In this section we see God triumphing over the
prophets of Baal and over the gods of Canaan, BadlAshtoreth. That is a very broad structureter
books of 1 and 2 Kings. Again, there does seenetsome intentionality in the linking up of these
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different elements, although | do not know thatwhger of Kings would have sat down and said, |
think I will have an A, B, C, D, C, B, A structurBometimes these things happen more organically and
intuitively. But | think as an analysis it helpsgist a handle on the material.

Let us move on to 1 Kings 1-11. There is anothee chiasm here. It is also not of my making; others
have noticed this. | have greatly simplified itnb@ke it match up with chapter numbers and thissat i
little schematic. | need to warn you about that.r@othink that there would not be better waystbeo
ways to analyze these first 11 chapters. Thisnsyaof providing structure to the discussion we wil
have later in this session. The A elements firgbive Solomon’s great gain. In chapter 1 he com&s i
possession of the kingdom. He is installed on linente by the end of chapter 1. In 1 Kings 11 wel rea
of Solomon’s loss of the kingdom, or at least thappecy that the kingdom would be divided under the
reign of his son, Rehoboam. That, in fact, does tdlce in chapter 12.

| struggled a little bit to make the B elements chaticely. | have entitled the first B element skynp
“Solomon Takes Charge.” As we will see | am refegrboth to his reception of his father, David’'safin
charge to him and Solomon’s taking charge of thiays David’s death bed he will issue a charge to
Solomon. In the latter half of chapter 2 we se@®ain taking charge. We will talk about what that
means when we get there. | have isolated the sd8@beiment as 1 Kings 10. It could obviously spll
the latter part of 1 Kings 9, but to keep it newafll leave it 1 Kings 10. Here you see Solomonrgk
He took charge in chapter 2, but by chapter 1Glsemply taking.

The two C elements involve two very important appeees of the Lord to Solomon. The first one is at
his low point in chapter 3, and the second is sthigh point in chapter 9. The central section ptéas
4-8, describes Solomon’s glorious ministry anddhigding projects. | want to say in advance tha th
central section about his glorious ministry andlibéding projects should not be overlooked. Solamo
accomplished great things. We will have an oppatyun assess our own reading of Solomon. He has
often been interpreted in a positive fashion, uartd including Chapter 10 and then suddenly in @rap
11 everything goes wrong. | want us to see thaktiseanother side to Solomon’s experience, almost
from the very beginning. We are going to be lookaiggin into the shadows. | know that this maybe
gives a sense of imbalance, but generally peoglerathe positive aspects of Solomon’s early reign
and the bulk of his reign. I, by no means, warde¢ay those, but | want us to see how one who starte
so well could end so poorly. So bear with me gém to be ferreting out little criticisms about
Solomon. | am doing that with intent while not demythat he had a great ministry and a great impact
in many other respects.

When you hear the name Solomon, what do you thilBy far the most popular answer is wisdom. In
fact, | will give you a few references to back wquyimmediate response. In 1 Kings 3:12 the Lord
says, “l will give you a wise and discerning head that there will never have been anyone like you
nor will there ever be.” Thus Solomon is often edlthe wisest man who ever lived. However, the mere
life of Christ on earth indicates to us that we laeeng hyperbolic. We are exaggerating a bit bezaus
surely Christ was wiser than Solomon. In Him weadghn all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
It is hyperbole to say Solomon was the wisest mha @ver lived. You have to make at least one
exception, but he was exceedingly wise.

What else comes to mind when you think of Soloméfgalth. In 1 Kings 3:13 it says, “Moreover, |

will give you what you have not asked for—both gstand honor—so that in your lifetime you will
have no equal among kings.” Wisdom, wealth; whee2I
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What | have in my notations is folly. | do not etgiane woman with folly, but perhaps | would equate
multiple women with folly in the sense in which 8wion was involved with many, many women. One
woman can be a great blessing; multiple women,gpeshcan be a folly. When you think of Solomon, |
think all of us have something of a question markur minds. We have a deep uneasiness. What
happened to this guy? | thought wisdom led to fininess in life, but look at how things fell apéot

him.

We also think of the temple when we think abouSain. In 1 Kings 4-8 we read in detail about the
building of the temple. All of these things comentond. We see that Solomon started well, but Hedai
miserably. Even the structure of these first 1lptda that we have been talking about confirms this
We see either a downward spiral or an absolute-dfolp chapter 11. | am of the opinion that what w
see is a gradual descent in Solomon’s own expezienc

One scholar has observed that Solomon’s reignvengdengthy treatment. Attention given to him is
much more lengthy than other kings, except perkaagisAhab. His reign is given lengthy treatment
first because of his historical importance. Itlsoagiven lengthy treatment because of the progratiem
character of the story of Solomon. When somethsryogrammatic it sets up a pattern. It develops
within us certain expectations of the way thingskvdt helps us know the way the kingdom is goiag t
work and the dynamics we can expect to be invoingde books of 1 and 2 Kings. Solomon is a
prototypical king. He has some positive aspectssamde negative aspects, yet despite his sin and
failure, God remains faithful. God’s promises destoate that they are, in fact, unconditional.

Let us move into my next point, which is entitlésidlomon’s Great Gain.” We are going to start in 1
Kings 1. We have just been talking about what waase to mind when we talk about Solomon, but
what else do we know about Solomon? He is DavidBatdsheba’s son. David probably had about 17
or 18 sons. In 2 Samuel 3:1-5 we read about sixtbee born in Hebron, and in 2 Samuel 5:13-15 we
read of 11 more born in Jerusalem. Now, it is pbiypa8 because | imagine Solomon was not included.
He was not yet born until 2 Samuel 11.

What was the Lord’s pronouncement upon Solomoheatitne of his birth? He was named Jedidiah by
God. Jedidiah is a great name because of its mgahimeans beloved of Yahweh, beloved of the Lord.
It is very interesting that God should pronounca treme upon Solomon inasmuch as he was the son of
David and Bathsheba. The first son that was coedeity that adulterous relationship died, and tihexy t
had another son. God, in His Grace, named him Bel@f Yahweh. God is a God who brings good

even out of bad.

Now, Solomon is an enigma to us. We have been ib@sgithe fact of his superlative wisdom and then
his gargantuan folly. He had 1,000 wives! That istaThe question this raises in our minds is v

it happen? How did he go from having great wisdorth Kings 3 to 1 Kings 11 where he is doing such
foolish things? David Paying, in his article on &@abn in the New International Standard Bible
Encyclopedia, writes, “It is not easy to asses<tiaacter either of Solomon or his reign. He edlied
with great piety, but his apostasy does not goamarked. His wisdom is proverbial, but his follysva
responsible for the disintegration of his realneafiis death. The surface peace and prosperityybare
veiled considerable oppression and unrest. Sintm@mm’s reign was long, one may conclude that his
character, ability, and farsightedness, and thte’staconomic security and political strength, were
impaired gradually, perhaps imperceptively.” Whaiant us to see as we work through these chasters i
that, in fact, the very way the story is told waussthat the disintegration we see in Solomonésddn
happen very gradually, almost imperceptively. Ictfathink one of the reasons commentators have
viewed the first 10 chapters as positive towardB8aln, and then everything goes wrong in chapter 11,
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is that the earlier hints are almost imperceptibleey are not entirely imperceptible, however, as w
shall see.

Next we will talk about how Solomon came to powésu read about it in chapter 1. We see, first bf al
that David is old and infirmed. He is advancedaans. He cannot keep warm even when they put
covers on him and so his servants say to him, tisdbok for a young virgin to attend the king aakiet
care of him. She can lie beside him.” This is th¥¢ Manslation, and most of the translations ds.thi

The Hebrew says, “She can lie in his arms; shdiean his bosom,” which is not an entirely innoten
sounding phrase. “She can lie with him so thatlaud, the king, may keep warm,” would be fairer to
the real sense of the text. David is having thabfam of not being able to keep warm, so they &énd
beautiful girl, Abishag, a Shunammite, and bringtoethe king. “The girl was very beautiful; sheko
care of the king and waited on him, but the kingjridt know her,” the text says. “The king had no
intimate relations with her,” translates the NI\heTquestion that has agitated the minds of
commentators, rabbis, and probably some of us 1sisvBavid so cold? What is the problem? Is it just
that he has some circulatory problems and is cotdreeeds a blanket? If so, why was Abishag brought
and not just a fluffy shag carpet? Why did theysledor the most beautiful woman in the land? There
are a lot of answers and ancient notions that eagiveen. One rabbi, for instance, says that awivwas
considered more suitable than David’s 18 wives bseder very virginity warms her flesh. | do not
know. It seems that the problem was that Davidthadble getting heated up and thus he was in danger
of being considered past it. In other words, insee that the potentate was no longer. Again, tiseae

lot of debate back and forth as to what that is iican say that he seemed physically infirmed. Hi
weakness was interpreted by one of his sons, whuemd entitled the wayward brother, as a sign that
now was his chance to make a bid for the throne.

In 1 Kings 1:5 and following we read about Adonjjato took this cue. His father is unable to get
heated up anymore. He is past it, in a sense. €agimg first of those few verses leaves us with
guestions. | am not saying one way or the othdrithead to be the one or the other thing. It isantain.

It is ambiguous. This wayward brother makes a bidtie throne, and notice what it says in vers&/é.
mentioned this verse before, where Adonijah hatkegaiut the chariots and the horses and fitted
himself out as a king. It says in verse 6 that fatker had never interfered with him by askinghyv

do you behave as you do?’ He was also very handsoch&as born next after Absalom.” These issues
teach us a number of things. Maybe David had neh laeproper disciplinarian with his son. He did not
seem to have taken much interest in questioninghihgs that Adonijah did. In addition, the linking
with Absalom is not particularly encouraging inasimas Absalom had been one who launched a
rebellion. Is Adonijah doing the same thing? Is Aglth a wayward son or is he a worthy son? He is
next in line in terms of primogenitor, in termstbé eldest son being in line. It is his turn. Tlieeos

have died or been killed. Does he know that Solohambeen selected to be king after David and not
him? Has Solomon been selected and not him? Weidanow for sure. We do have some hints,
however.

Let us look at 1 Kings 1:9, “Adonijah then sacrfttsheep, cattle and fattened calves at the Sfone o
Zoheleth near En Rogel. He invited all his broth#rs king’s sons, and all the men of Judah whaewer
royal officials, but he did not invite Nathan the@phet or Benaiah or the special guard or his leroth
Solomon.” Now why would he do that if Solomon weis special? Maybe this is hint that Adonijah
knew that Solomon was to be king, and he was siitp@iyg an opportunist, trying to make his own way
to the throne if at all possible. Are Adonijah’dians clearly wrong? It seems they probably were
wrong, but nothing is all that clear yet in thisapker.
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Then we come to a discussion of Solomon’s wise srpfBathsheba. Was she really wise or not? Again,
the way the story is told leaves us asking somstoues. It begins in 1 Kings 1:11. “Then Nathaneakk
Bathsheba, Solomon’s mother, ‘Have you not heaatlAldonijah, the son of Haggith, has become king
without our lord David’s knowing it?"” The name Hgith seems to relate to the notion of festival or
banquet fromhaggi in Hebrew. So the descendant of the partier has @inching his own bid for the
throne by throwing a party. The issue of David’'®king something is a key issue. It is a key word,
although the word “know” is used in several diff@reenses. He did not know Abishag, who was laid
beside him. He does not know what Adonijah is doBathsheba is in discussion with Nathan, and they
come up with a plan whereby they can save thessland circumvent Adonijah in the nick of time.
Nathan describes what Bathsheba is to do. Shegs to King David and remind him of a promise that
he has made to Solomon. While she is speaking,adathil come in and confirm what she has to say.
They orchestrate a way of manipulating David imembering a promise that he had made earlier. We
are not absolutely sure if he actually made thigrpse, though. It seems that he did. | would have
trouble thinking of Nathan as manipulating Davidegtively because Nathan is a prophet. We need to
remember that Nathan, when acting as private aiticeuld do wrong. When David wanted to build a
temple, Nathan said that sounds like a great gie@ahead. That night the Lord said He is the one i&h
supposed to make that decision, and David is robtte. So, we dare not put even a prophet on a
pedestal where the prophet could not do somethmoggv However, the prophet could not speak
something wrong in the name of the Lord. That wdadtie his inspiration. But it is theoretically

possible that Nathan could have taken things irg@Wwn hands. He may have thought, “Adonijah is
going to take the throne and we better do sometlideglid not invite you, me, or Solomon, and if he
gets on the throne and gains power, we will be ddaid possible.

| do not think that is what happened. | think, actf David made that promise to Solomon and simply
needed reminding. The point | am trying to maken& the narrative does not make it perfectly cléar
leaves us puzzled. It leaves us asking some qussflinere are many questions.

Did David really make a promise to Solomon? Letalsarse some of the evidence that he did make
the promise. We have seen a little bit of it. Adgaantreats Solomon differently by not inviting hitm
the feast. Solomon was named Jedidiah, belovedofeY, beloved of the Lord, in 2 Samuel 12:25.
Nathan seems aware of Solomon’s special statu¥Kinds 1:12 when he says, “Now then, let me
advise you how you can save your own life and ifieeof your son Solomon.” Somehow he sees that
Solomon is set apart. Furthermore David, when rdedndoes not question Solomon'’s claim, but he
agrees and places Solomon on the throne.

Some might argue that David had not made a proatieat Solomon succeeding him. They might say
that David is characterized in this chapter asdpeamaware. What does David know? The fact that
David agreed with what Nathan and Bathsheba saihialoes not prove anything because he is shown
as being old and maybe a little senile. He does@em to remember things too well. Maybe Nathan
and Bathsheba implanted an idea that he wouldlibkeve. The narrator nowhere explicitly stateg, no
in this book or in any other book, that David h&dsen Solomon. Furthermore, perhaps most curiously,
in 1 Kings 1:24-25, Nathan appears almost to feggoerance of David’s design for Solomon. In 24
Nathan comes in and says, “Have you, my lord thg,kileclared that Adonijah shall be king after you,
and that he will sit on your throne? Today he hasegdown and sacrificed great numbers of cattle,
fattened calves, and sheep. He has invited akitiggs sons, the commanders of the army and Abratha
the priest. Right now they are eating and drinkiiigy him and saying, ‘Long live King Adonijah!”” He

is asking, is this your plan? He does not cometiiglnd say, “I thought you said Solomon was going
to be king.” He may simply be asking David, “Havaiychanged your mind? Have you made a new
plan? Have you ordered this because this is whatwant? If not, you need to know.” On balance, |
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think the evidence suggests that Jedidiah, belof#ue Lord, had been set apart by David, probably
the Lord’s direction, to succeed David as king.

The narrative leaves us asking a question or tweavé not absolutely sure. We were not sure about
David and the nature of bringing in Abishag. Weet tBod’s will? David’s servants thought it was a
good idea. He seemed to agree that it was a ge@ad iddid not do any good. Is that what the Lord
would have wanted? What about Bathsheba? We anedetdering whether she and Nathan conspired
to put this thing together. What about Adonijah?s\iia really off base to make a bid for the thrdde?
was in line. The narrative throughout leaves usdeoimg. We are cast into a questioning frame of
mind. We will talk about that later in this session

The last thing | think we discover about Solomaise to power is that though he had a weak fathdr a
a wayward brother and a wise mother, he had a warldeod. As we read these narratives we need to
be very careful not to become so fascinated wighhithman characters that we forget that we are
primarily meant to learn something about God Himsgbd often operates behind the scenes. His
actions are not as apparent sometimes. We candenariook what it is we are supposed to learruabo
Him.

At the end of the chapter, beginning in verse 28 see through a number of circumstances God
fulfilling His promise to David. He allows him te@e a successor on the throne. God had made this
promise in 2 Samuel 7, and it had been repeateddtfier. We see that God is fulfilling His promise
despite Adonijah’s bid. Despite the threats, Go#tesat possible that Solomon is on the throne.

The last thing | want to do is ask the questioinée a sense in which 1 Kings 1 is programmatidife
story of Solomon? | have already said that theystbSolomon, chapters 1-11 is programmatic for the
entirety of 1 and 2 Kings. In the future | will frably just say the book of Kings, meaning 1 and 2
Kings. They were not originally separated. Is thapter 1 somewhat programmatic for the history we
are about to read of Solomon’s reign? How doeeepare us to read that story?

It lets us know that Solomon rightfully ascended tiwrone. It seems that he did, but we have seidth
are questions about this. Had the promise been taselomon or did they engineer this? Human
actions are perplexing, puzzling, and even someatiopaque. Chapter 1 raises some questions in our
minds and prepares us to look for subtleties irctiagters that follow. It is not always going to be
explicitly stated. The point of a given narrativél wot always be expressly put forth by the nasrat
There may be little subtleties. We will be callgzbn to infer some things from what we read. | think
you will see as we move through this that the cuaing case becomes increasingly convincing.

Second, | think this first chapter is programmatithe sense that God remains completely faitlfful t
His people. He works all things together to accasmpHis good and to keep His promises to His
people. We see that happening in this very coeflicthapter where human motivations are somewhat
suspect or at least open to question. God marah@stb His purpose and accomplishes His will fos Hi
people. | think we could also learn from this cleshat active or passive disobedience to God eseat
situations that bring trouble into our lives. lusas us not to experience the fullness of bledhisgGod
wishes for us. Yet God still holds onto His own. ¥é this in a number of different ways, partidylar
in the life of Adonijah, who misbehaves. In additi@avid was in a compromising situation and yet
God holds on to His own. He accomplishes His pugpdtough we are faithless, He remains faithful. |
think that double focus on the faithlessness of’&oldildren and the faithfulness of God is
programmatic for what we continue to read as wechnan through these chapters dealing with
Solomon.
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Let us move on to 1 Kings 2 where Solomon takesgehd have set this up with three points, and |
have done this in several different instances @s¢hchapters as we go through them. | try to shaw y
or at least suggest to you, a way of taking a tiagr@aext and presenting a logical expository thpeet
message from it. That is what | want us to looksatve look at chapter 2. The proposition | put keefo
you is that because God loves us we should acaspthidrge, His ambition for us, and add nothing to
it. Because God loves us, He knows what is best$pwe should accept His charge, His ambition for
us, and add nothing to it. We will see how this kgoout in chapter 2. We learn these three things.

First of all, we learn that accepting God’s chamgguires courage. Look at the beginning of the tdrap

at verse 1, “When the time drew near for Davidit e gave a charge to Solomon his son. ‘I amtabou
to go the way of all the earth,” he said. ‘So bersg, show yourself a man, and observe what thrpL

your God requires: Walk in his ways, and keep kisrées and commands, his laws and requirements, as
written in the Law of Moses, so that you may prospell you do and wherever you go, and that the
LorD may keep his promise to me: “If your descendarawhow they live, and if they walk faithfully
before me with all their heart and soul, you wéher fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.””
Accepting God’s charge requires courage. Davidgdmshis son to be strong and courageous. There are
a lot of ways that that can be illustrated. | thaflone from my own life: my mother told me oncatth

she had a very hard time deciding to marry my fatieeause she knew that he was going to become a
pastor. As a daughter of a businessman she grexpiect that kind of security. Her father was a man
who earned a good living and was able to pay fercchildren’s education. It was particularly thatda
guestion of her children’s education that troubiied most. She wondered how they would ever educate
their children on a pastor’s salary. She learnsat khat you cannot educate your children on agpast
salary, but God can educate them whatever yourysdlhave three brothers and sisters and God has
provided for us in different ways, but He has als/payovided. It took courage for her to go ahead and
trust God with the uncertainty of the future. Goalsvin it. | know that is particularly applicablert@any

of you because many of you are either potentialyriad to, already married to, or perhaps inteckeste

a man who may someday become a pastor. You yoesseiay be launching into a Christian ministry

of some sort and do not know exactly how all timaricial things will come together. It takes courtme
accept God’s charge, and David is alerting Solotodhat.

The second thing we see is that accepting God'syeldoes promise prosperity. We read in 1 Kings
2:3, “Walk in his ways, and keeps his decrees amincands, his laws and requirements, as it is writte
in the Law of Moses, so that you may prosper iryall do and wherever you go.” When we were first
dealing with the book of Joshua we saw some venjlai phrases used. Joshua 1:7 says, “Be strong and
very courageous [...] that you may be successful @tegryou go.” | remind you that this prosperity is
not necessarily in a financial sense. Sometimesgosbers His servants with financial means, but
certainly He does not prosper all of them with fici@al means. It is an entirely different issue iweal

here. We recognized that it means that you shak Baccess and you shall prosper in your way, your
mission and calling in life. He will prosper youtime place in life for which you were created. diuy

will be strong and courageous and walk in obedi¢acgod and in faith in God, then you will be
successful in His terms. It may not be worldly teyinut honestly, if the world ever looks a littkeldw

the surface, they discover that the lifestyleshefrich and famous are not always successful. @ftes
marriages are dissolving, depression is deep,dmuisitaking place, or crimes are being committed.
There is no success at all unless God is undengirithat with the real success. You will find truly
successful people who are poverty stricken and suoeessful people who are wealthy. But Jesus said
it is more difficult to be the latter than the fa@mbecause if you have nothing you know how tettru
God.
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David is saying it is going to take courage, betréhwill be success. There will be prosperity i€ yaill
walk in faith and trust according to the Law of MesHe mentions in 1 Kings 2:4 that “theRD may
keep his promise to me.” This raises the questiamhat blessing God has promised to David and his
descendants. It is possible to read this verseasiping that life will not overwhelm them and dest
them from without. Rather than saying you shallerdsil to have a man on the throne of Israek it i
possible to read this as “one of your descendaifiteever be cut off.” In other words, “I have made
promise to your house and insofar as they trusamageobey me, they will never be cut off.” No ondl wi
ever come in from the outside. They will be invealdimilar to when God said to Joshua, “Every place
you set your foot, no one will be able to withstaod.” It may be that. He promises us the samegthin
in many respects. We are familiar with Roman 8v@ich says, “In all things God works for the good
of those who love him, who have been called acogrth his purpose.” Following in those lines we
need “fear no evil.” There will be no evil thatdstside His good will for us. He will in some wayh

to good effect for His glory even if it is not four comfort. Accepting His charge promises progperi
of the right sort. We need to be very careful wogmnize that.

The third thing | think we need to notice aboustparticular charge is that adding anything to God’
charge causes problems. We find this as we mouweliktings 2:5-9. We may not always have read the
passage this way, but notice what David says,

Now you yourself know what Joab son of Zeruiahtdiche—what he did to the two
commanders of Israel’'s armies, Abner son of NerAamasa son of Jethur. He killed them,
shedding their blood in peace time as if in battleg with that blood stained the belt around his
waist and the sandals on his feet. Deal with hiooating to your wisdom, but do not let his gray
head go down to the grave in peace. But show ksglteethe sons of Barzillai of Gilead and let
them be among those who eat at your table. Theydig me when I fled from your brother
Absalom. And remember, you have with you ShimeisioBera, the Benjamite from Bahurim,
who called down bitter curses on me the day | wemahanaim. When he came down to meet
me at the Jordan, | swore to him by th&rbD: “I will not put you to death by the sword.” But
now, do not consider him innocent. You are a mawisflom; you will know what to do to him.
Bring his gray head down to the grave in blood.

This is not the Lord’s command; it is David’'s commdaWhat is troubling about this? It seems that he
has held a grudge, although maybe he has not. Baeichs to be a fairly laid back fellow in some
respects. | am not sure whether he is holding dggwr perhaps something else motivates this. He
looks at young Solomon, who is about to take okerkingdom, and he realizes that he has had some
problem characters in his reign. Joab is one ahthee is a partisan of the south. He is a southeH®

is going to be the kind of person who can devedmpidns in the kingdom. Similarly, Shimei was a
Saulide from Bahurim. It is possible that he wisesthe return of Michal to David with Paltiel
weeping behind her. That may have steeled himsmpposition to David because it was in Bahurim
that Paltiel was turned back. Shimei might haven sbem tell Paltiel to go back. We are told that
Shimei was from that village. He was a Saulidenas a northerner. David looks at his son and says,
“You need to act according to your wisdom.” Notiesays it twice. “You are a man of wisdom. Act
according to your wisdom.” You have got the sm&tdpmon. Walk according to the Law of Moses
and trust God. Also, you are a man of wisdom; ydukmow what to do.

| think that often parents have an easier timditrygssod for themselves than they do for theirdfgh.

| think it is a lot easier for me, for instance g into a situation that might be potentially darays

than to send my 19-year-old son into that situatievould be a little more ready to go myself than
send him. But more significantly than that, somesmnwe are more willing to trust the Lord and follow
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Him than to see our children say to us, “| am tngsGod. | think He is calling me here, and that is
where | am going to go.” Parents sometimes havermouble trusting God for their children than they
do for themselves. We ask the question, “Are wesapposed to be practical? Do you not need to be
expedient?” Yes. Oliver Cromwell said, “Trust in é&cand keep your powder dry.” Nehemiah says in
Nehemiah 4, “We prayed and then we posted a gudd.tlid not just test God. We did not pray and
then say, “Why stay up all night? God will takeecaf us.” We prayed and we posted. One wise man of
the past said, “Trust in God does not supersedertimoyment of prudent means on our part. To expect
God's protection while we do nothing is not to hgrimut to tempt Him.” We are not supposed to simply
test Him by saying we will do nothing. There is sowalue in being practical, but the key is not
pragmatism, expediency, and practicality. The lsayat inaction, but rather action in obedience in
God'’s leading. That was the first charge that Ddnad given to Solomon, and really it might haverbee
better had he stopped there. Trust God, act acwptdithe Law of Moses, and God will keep His
promise. It might have been better had he stopperme t
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