Humanity, Christ & Redemption Lecture 26, page 1
The Saving Work of Christ, 1V

Concerning the quiz question 37, what would | dayua there being healing in the atonement? It
depends on how you define your terms. He is reg¢tirand correctly critiquing theology that is, it
looks to me, confusing the not yet with the alredgiyt in the ultimate sense, | would say there was
healing in the atonement—that all the people of @ddultimately be healed, will be raised and made
whole. The reason for that is the death and restimreof Christ. There is no other reason, so at th
sense, he is right and yet perhaps his answet isonagplete. He is answering the immediate problem,
which is confusion of the future with the present.

The answer to question 28 about the cosmic powetng)lseconciled by Christ can be found on page
196 of John Stott'The Cross of Christ am interested in the passages of Paul. If hig passage is
Colossians 2:15, | have no trouble; | would not d@dt to be reconciled at all. | would call that
squashed—squashing his post. By the way, the RoBipassage is good in this way. | do not think |
would use the word “reconciliation,” but rather thierase, “the liberation of the creation,” or “the
redemption of the creation.” Christ's work is cosimni that it will be the cause of the curse being
removed from the creation. In that sense, theredemption, not exactly in the same sense thateve a
forgiven, but there is redemption of removal of tuese and that is because of the work of Chrisé. T
problem comes out of Colossians 1:20: “Christ reded to himself all things, whether things on bart
or things in heaven, by making peace through liedlshed on the cross.” Taken in conjunction with
verse 16 where “all things created” involves angeden not sure whether all things in verse 20udek
angels or not. It does say things “in heaven.” @dbht not be the redeemed who have gone on to thei
reward? And is it saying that even the heavenlygsiin the sense of Hebrews, the sanctuary being
cleansed—that kind of imagery of heaven—being heavdy because of the presence of Christ? So |
need a better text to show some notion of the @bation of angels. There is a problem with those
Pauline texts; it is not a problem in my mind o§als, but it is a problem that those passages in
themselves could be used to teach universalisny @txld be taken to mean that everybody is saved.
They should not be, if you take all of Paul's infiation into account, let alone all of the Bible's
information into account. So if there is some caidn on that point, | think it is a confusing poihaim
not sure if the Bible raises the problem as mudfasheologians. It is not insignificant if theglans
raise it, but it is much more significant in my mliffi it is a problem within the Bible or hintediatthe
Bible itself.

We have some ground to cover. We have been taogt the biblical themes of Christ's saving work.
His death is a mighty victory. | might say that ldsath and resurrection constitute a mighty victery

is the second Adam, who, by His obedience, ovestlithdam's disobedience. His death is presented in
legal terms, in priestly terms. His death is ameple. His death is revelatory, not chiefly, but
secondarily. His death ratifies the new covenaamnljust going to refer to some Scriptures in passi

At the last Passover meal with Hid disciples, Jessud, “This cup is the new covenant in my blodd.”

is Christ's death that ratifies the new covenaetljgted by the Old Testament prophets and seen in
Ezekiel 36-37 and Jeremiah 31. Hebrews 8 provideswentary on this idea. Christ's death is the basis
for justification, as we saw in our study of Rom&ndt negatively constitutes the basis of justifion

in that Christ propitiates God's wrath, that is,tllees our condemnation in chapter 5 of Romans. His
death, positively, is the basis for justificatiamdathat is spoken of as His one act of righteousres it

is His death on the cross in terms of merit, imof righteousness, that avails for us in Godstsi

His death accomplishes redemption, freeing the\asagtreconciliation, making peace between God and
us and us and God, and many more things as welhgAlvith these biblical pictures or themes, we want
to look at events. At times, students have confiisesle two things. Friends, keep the pictures hed t
events distinct in your mind. There is some overtajt pictures are legal, priestly, and so fortheriis
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are becoming a man, living his life, dying, risimapd returning to the Father. Those are eventsyGan
distinguish between pictures, themes, and eveht&®ins clear to me, but has not always seemexd so t
my poor students. The cross of Christ is centrabfgation. | had two major goals in teaching the
doctrine of Christ's saving work. The first is tgand your view of Christ's work by helping you see
other themes and pictures in addition to the comewamgelical ones of Christ saving us by making a
sacrifice and by paying the penalty for our sing Néve tried to accomplish that already. Second, |
want you to see the cross in the center, but motealThat way we can talk about Christ's savingkwor
including other events. The Cross is preceded by.ord's incarnation and sinless life. It is folled by
His resurrection, ascension, and session—that nsstimg) down at God's right hand and ongoing
intercession. The final outworking of Jesus' sawirgk is still to come in His second coming. We &éav
got seven events. Am | parceling up the work ofa@dn between these seven, so one-seventh is
accomplished here and there? The cross is cebtriadccording to 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 in Paul's
summary of the Gospel, the cross is inseparabie the resurrection. So we should not even talk abou
one of those without the other.

But let us start at the beginning—the Incarnat@hrist became a man in order to be our Savior. We
have seen this a number of times from Hebrews 2Sidce the children"—it means, of Abraham—
“are the children of God"—probably a referencehe people of God, the elect—"have flesh and blood,
he too shared in their humanity so that by histdea might destroy him who holds the power of
death”—that is the devil—"and free those who adlithives were held in slavery by their fear of ttea
For this reason, he had to be made like his brstimegvery way in order that he might become a
merciful and faithful High Priest in service to Gadd that he might make atonement for the sinkeof t
people.” Both in 14 and again in 17, it speaks @& b&coming a human being in order to save us. Am |
teaching that the Incarnation in itself saves?INig.the precondition for reconciliation. It iseh
prerequisite for atonement to be made. Anselm vghs: IGod became a man to become our savior.
Athanasius, in his famous treatise on the Incaonaii the Word, already in the fourth century taugh
the same thing. Christ's divine and human natueesssential for our salvation. Hebrews 1 teadhats t
He is divine: “He is as much superior to the angslshe name he has inherited is superior to théies

is the divine Son. They are servants and creatfréod. “The angels worship him.” When we study
the deity of Christ, we work with that chapter onse detalil.

For now, | will just say this: Christ's divine nagus essential for our salvation because only God

save us. If He were not God He could not rescusau§od became a human being. The fact that He is
God enables Him to save us. Is His humanity necg$saour salvation? Yes. If only God can save,
only the God-man can save us. His human naturbles$tas a bond, or a commonality, with us. That is,
the victory was wrought by a man, though not meaetgan. Our enemies were overthrown by a human
being though he is the God-man. The fact that H&od enabled Him to overthrow our enemies, but the
fact that He is the God-man enabled Him to vanqaigshenemies for us. One of us beat our enemies. It
is the second Adam, with an emphasis on His hupanho obeyed where Adam disobeyed. | am not
stripping Him of His dignity—you know that—I am jusqually affirming His human nature. The
penalty for sin was paid by a human being, not eerheman being indeed. God could not die on the
cross, but God became a man precisely so He caailohdthe cross. | will just say it one more wae t
priest and the sacrifice were God and man in ongope

Remember that one of three great mysteries of thiestian faith is how Jesus could be God and man at
the same time. It is not nonsense. If God wantettome a human being, He can. He made human
beings in His image in the first place. But it gbeyond my ability to fully comprehend the psyche o
Jesus, for example. The Bible is not given to as$ we might probe into those matters. So in thasse
His incarnation saves in that it sets the stagedbration. Secondly, His earthly life saves. Galet 4:4
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says that He was “born of a woman, born under ldnat He might redeem those under the law. He was
born with the obligation to keep the law and Hisamas kept it for Him when He was too young to keep
it for Himself. They had Him circumcised and satioiSecond Corinthians 5:21 says it well, which is
the text that Martin Luther appealed to when hekepf “the happy exchange.” | hardly know of a
better way to present the Gospel than this. Itha@py exchange for us. It is not a happy exchémge

the Son of God. What is the exchange? The text $@g&l made him who knew no sin [...]” That is the
Son of God. The NIV says, “who had no sin,” butweed is “knew.” Knew has more of a progressive
sense to me. It speaks of Him and implies He p@ditiobeyed the law, successfully obeyed the law,
His whole life. “God made him who knew no sin todie for us.” Our sins go to him that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him. This areevcontains two of the Bible's imputations.
Imputation is a first-century banking or commerd¢e&in. It involves the reckoning of something to
someone or something else, as in the reckoninglebato your bank account or the reckoning of a
credit to your account. The Bible has three impatet First, in Romans 5:12 and following, God
reckoned Adam's sin to the human race. SecondCoridithians 5:21, our sins are reckoned to the Son
of God. Third, His righteousness is made over tospiritual bank account to everyone who believes i
Him. “God made Him who knew no sin to be sin forthist we”—we who have that serious debit—
“might become the righteousness of God in him.”sTikithe happy exchange. Luther said it well. Not
happy for the Son of God, but very happy indeedior

This implies His lifelong obedience to the law. Marerses speak of this. Matthew 5:17 says, “| have
not come to abolish them”—the law—"but to fulfilem.” Hebrews 5 and elsewhere speaks of Christ
being made perfect by learning obedience to thegthHe suffered. Does His earthly life save apart
from the cross? No, nothing saves apart from thescrDoes His earthly life qualify Him to die oreth
cross? Yes. In that sense the distinction betwasméiive and passive obedience is a good one,
although the terminology is dated. He obeyed thelif@long, which is His so-called active obedience
Hoekema described it as “law-keeping obediencestigebeyed the law in taking the penalty of the law
on the cross. Passive obedience is obedience ipdsdson, not passivity. Hoekema calls that “His
suffering obedience.” Both His law-keeping obedeaad His suffering obedience are saving only
because the sinless life was followed by the makirgtonement. The fact that His crucifixion saiges

by this time a truism—we have heard all the passagéd looked them up already. Galatians 3 says, “He
redeemed us from the curse of the law by becominigse for us.” Colossians 2 says, “He forgave us
all our sins, having canceled the written codehw# regulations, that was against us and thaidsto
opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to thess.” His resurrection saved in conjunction with t
cross. If He had remained in the grave, He reatiyld not have the power to save. And that is why in
Corinthians 15, when Paul summarizes the Gospalphs it like this: “By this gospel you are saviéd,
you hold firmly to the word | preached to you. Qthise, you have believed in vain. For what | reeéiv

| passed on to you as of first importance: thatsElaied for our sins according to Scriptures, that

was buried, and that he was raised on the thirdadagrding to the Scriptures.” The resurrectioans
essential part of the Gospel message and so weisarany places.

Remember I told you before that we artificially asde the person and work of Christ, but the Sangt
keeps these things together, so we have to coligiqua them back together. Colossians 1:18 saiys, “
is the head of the body, the church; he is thertmeigg and the firstborn from the dead.” The begigni
means that He is the source of the new creation asé€sod was the source of the creation, the pdlysic
creation, spoken of in Genesis 1:1. Christ is thee. He is the beginning. He is the source effbf

the people of God. How is it so? Because he iditsidorn from among the dead. As the one who was
dead and now lives forever more, He gives life i® pople. Specifically this life-giving functios i
underscored in 1 Peter 1:3: “Praise be to the Gddrather of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his greataye
he has given us new birth into a living hope thitotlge resurrection of Jesus Christ from the de@lde’
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Father is our father in regeneration. If you seatktbe source of our paternity, it is the Fatherdoubt.

If you ask, who actually makes us alive, or whacgans us in time and space, John 3 answers ftisat it
the Holy Spirit. He is the agent. He is the one \applies the new birth. If you ask, where does the
power come from that brings us from death to lita® through the resurrection of Jesus Christ ftom
dead. It is nothing less than Jesus' resurredtiatvie appropriate as the Holy Spirit even givethas
faith to believe. The resurrection saves. It istihsis for the new life that we receive. The resttion
saves, inseparable from the crucifixion of Christ.

Calvin had it right. In thénstitutes Book two, when talking about the Cross, he shgsthe Scriptures
use a figure of speech called synecdoche in spgaki@hrist's saving work in that it mentions erthe
His death or His resurrection. When it mentionsahe by virtue of synecdoche, a part for the whole,
we are to understand the other. When it mentiossddath, we understand His death and resurrection.
When it mentions His resurrection, we are to unidesHis death and resurrection. We are to be away
holding the two together. Calvin is wise and we lddue wise to have him as our teacher in that cegar
That is why the Bible could say that the life ofrSh the resurrected life, is important for oulvasion.

It could say He saved us by His death—it saysithabuntless places. The Scripture could also say H
saves us by His life. Hebrews 7 portrays Christ hgyh priest in the order, not of Aaron or Leuif bf
this mysterious figure Melchizedek. This mysterifigsre pops in and out of the Genesis narrativee an
is referred to again only in Psalm 110, a Messigsadm in the Old Testament, and here in Hebrews 5
and 7 where the writer to the Hebrews portrays<tlas a high priest in this order of Melchizedek.

In verse 16, the writer says that Jesus has beeagmiest, not on the basis of a regulation as & Hi
ancestry as did the Aaronic priests, but on theslighe power of an indestructible life. Forgt i
declared in Psalm 110: “You are a priest forevahaorder of Melchizedek.” Hebrews 7:23 is
important: “Now there had been many of those psisstce death prevented them from continuing in
office; but because Jesus lived forever, he hagrmanent priesthood.” Here is the priestly and
sacrificial theme. Here is an overlap between #weificial theme and the event of our Lord's
resurrection. Not only is His cross painted in getal terms, but His resurrection has to do whits
priesthood too. Because He lives forever, He hasriamanent priesthood (verse 25). Therefore He is
able to save completely those who come to God girdlim, because He always lives to intercede for
them. “Completely” means forever and in any othaywou can conceive of salvation. It presents His
saving work as utterly sufficient to meet all o meeds. Think of it; when God shows us our sirts an
we put our faith in His Son and His Son alone, imaers can know that we are forgiven. We can enjoy
peace with God and eternal life here and now—eldifadahat pertains to the age to come, to be sure
We can enjoy it now and know we are forgiven. WBg2ause we are good enough? We are decidedly
not good enough and only in recognizing our singvdanake the first step toward God's Kingdom,
which is recognizing Jesus is good enough. Yesskperfect and His sacrifice is perfect. It is suént.

It is efficacious. It is utterly effective becaude rose from the grave and exercises a permanent
priesthood. Therefore He is able to save completalgtice—because He always lives to intercede for
them. His intersession saved not apart from thesgriout as an ongoing application of the crosgehis
there is a man at God's right hand and when S#iarka you and rightfully accuses you of sins: “fehe
she goes again, another sinful thought. God, pléas® her.” One stands up for us and shows His
wounds (I know this is somewhat figurative, but gieture is good). The Son of God says, “Atonement
has been made” and the accuser’s accusationsuglitibey are correct in a sense, are silenced becau
our Savior is there, praying for us, always presgntlis sacrifice, always keeping us safe. We otght
please God. We ought to desire to be good peopteyrily out of gratitude for what He has done. We
can never add one iota to Christ's saving workaAsatter of fact, it is an insult to think so. Yimean |
can just utterly rest in what He did for me? Wotlldt lead me to inactivity? No, that would lead you
giving your all to Him who purchased you with Hietdd. God knew what He was doing. He knew how
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to break down the strongholds of our hearts andishay loving us like that. Some of us can hardly
accept a love like that because we have not knbwnour upbringing and we may not know it in our
marriages or in our friendships. Every friend isngato let us down. What the Bible is teaching atlb
Testaments is that the people of God have beenl it an everlasting love. We can let ourselves go
because of that everlasting love girding us upcareactually make significant progress in all of ou
relationships. We are never going to be perfecbands, wives, children, or parents in this worlat, b
by God's grace, we can be pretty good ones: tgldry, by the power of His Holy Spirit applying the
death and resurrection of Christ to us again amghadhere is no other antidote for sin and theneen
will be, so do not try to add to your salvationtia, out of gratitude for grace, enjoy it and dlor

God. Share with neighbors and friends and fellowkers and even family members the good news of
Jesus who saves sinners. His life is importanbtorsalvation. The Bible could say that it savesnly
because He died, but He who died is no longer deéads alive forevermore. So we glorify Him—here
comes the irony—nby glorying in His cross, but neapart from the empty tomb. His ascension and
session are saving as applications of His cros&.v@ircourse, this is what Acts gets all excitedwb
You will almost read in vain in the book of Actstty to find something like, “And Jesus died forou
sins.” It is much more His resurrection and soffahat are emphasized because the Jewish hearers
needed to hear that the One who is crucified \@aln Acts 5:30-31, Peter says, “You had killedhhi
by hanging him on a tree. God exalted him to his oght hand as Prince and Savior"—watch this—
“that he might give repentance and forgivenessns ® Israel.” He occupies an exalted place ang on
by virtue of His becoming a man, living a sinleés,Idying on the cross, rising again, and now
returning to the Father and sitting at that plafdeomor and authority, does He have the prerogsitoie
giving as gifts repentance and forgiveness.

He delights to give those gifts. He gives themlfré®m that position. In that sense, Hebrews 1
likewise presents Him as coroneted, co-regent thighFather, who by virtue of His having made
purification of our sins is able to save at Godjdtrhand. So in that godly sense, in union wittired
rest, not abstracted and ripped out, but in cotjanavith the rest, His ascension and session Sewey
save because they translate Him from the sphenarofliation to the state of exaltation where He gou
the Holy Spirit out on the apostles and in onetth@y (Peter is the spokesman but it is a groupiagti
have more converts than Jesus did in his threeadmalf years of public ministry. To whom do they
give the glory for that? It is in the name of Jesissare the healings and the messages. Acts Iddbeu
read like this: “In my former treatise, Theophilusyrote about all that Jesus began to teach add to
until He was taken up to do and to teach.” The iogpion is, as Howard Marshall shows in his book
Luke, Historian and TheologiafiNow | am writing to you about the things Jesostinues to do and to
teach from His position in heaven by the Holy Sghrough His apostles.”

The major actor in the Book of Acts is Christ, jugt now from heaven instead of earth. When you
think about it, it is a better position for Him ¢pread His work. His intercession saves. We saw it
Hebrews 7. We can also see it in Romans 8. Hexarnarvelous thing: Paul contemplates our salvation
and he praises God for the safety we have in CWistare safe. We cannot be lost after God hagisave
us. He uses four arguments for that. First is Ge@dmal plan, seen in verses 28 to 30. SecondasG
very divine nature, seen in verses 31 and 32. TikiHis deity, and fourth is His being Almighty—

God's justice is our concern—verses 33 and 34. Withdring any charge against those whom God has
chosen? The devil, demons, and our enemies willt iBnot the meaning. The meaning is who will
bring a charge and make it stick? Our case haadyrgone before a judge. It is not just any judbys it

is God, the Supreme Judge of the universe. It & Wwo justifies. The Supreme Judge has acquitted us
Will Satan condemn us? There is no way that he t#re is the same thing, but said in a negative
sense: Who is he that condemns? John 5 says éhRather has entrusted all judgment to the Son. Who
is He that condemns? The Son of God. Is He goirgtalemn the people of God? Certainly not. Who
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is He that condemns? Christ Jesus who died, marettiat, who was raised to life, is at the rightdha

of God. Will He judge us? Yes. Will He condemn d&% He is also interceding for us. The Judge of all
the earth has died and risen again on our behdlhaw he intercedes at God's right hand to keep us
saved. Are you not glad when you meet the Juddeythaare going to meet Him as your Savior? We
are going to answer for our sins, but we are notgto be damned for our sins.

It sounds warped, but the best way | can illusttii®is to picture somebody you deeply love. K bat

to be an older, respected person, like your fatir@ndfather, grandmother, or mother—a beloved
person who loves you more than any other humargheithe world. | use this imagery to try to help

my friends, who if they are honest, say they dith@dSecond Coming. This is because of the notion
held by the average person and the average adusnday school class, obtained from the way we are
teaching rewards and punishments, to be afraii ®hey honestly are afraid. They are being honest,
not hypocrites. They are acknowledging that theysamners and they think of the notion of Christ's
coming and being embarrassed at His coming andhgawiconfess our sins. First Peter 1 says that
grace is going to be revealed to us. We hope fogthce that is going to be revealed when He comes
again. Think of the person who loves you the mostarth, a mere human being, but an authority
figure. You are living your life, you are away fraims person, and you remember a terrible thing you
did against this beloved one. What is your firstimct? To hide and never see him or her again1tNo,

is not. It is to get to that phone or on that planeu want to get to that one who you know loves yo
unconditionally. You just want to say, “| am sorgomwould you forgive me?” You know what he or she
is going to do. That person is going to hug you,ymw do not like that idea of your hurting himhaar,

of doing something against this one. With God this same way. We will confess our sins, but wé wil
want to confess our sins, and the One to whom Weenfess loves us more than we can imagine. | am
not suggesting this that we might go and sin frelefyn suggesting this as one way of looking at the
Second Coming.

There is another way. We are going to give accolimt ought to motivate us to live in the fear afdG;
but it is “the fear of honor,” as John Murray saidt the fear of terror. This is seen in 1 Joh@dd's

love has put that fear away from us. We are nalicfof Him damning us. We are not afraid of our
beloved person saying, “Now you have done it. Yiauaut of the family. You no longer have the
family name.” They would not do that. Now maybe yéamily would; the illustration breaks down in
that regard. This beloved, or this great fathemjidmever do it. We all can imagine human beinks li
this. I am not trying to project human beings updydor that is dangerous, but | am trying to ilhase.
First Peter 1:13 says, “Therefore, prepare yourdshior action; be self-controlled; set your hopléyfu

on the grace to be given you when Jesus Chrisvesated.” The hymAmazing Graces right: “Tis

grace has brought us safe thus far and grace milf) lns home.” Now this could be abused. My
teaching could be taken to promote vices. Pleagetido that. | am just trying to defuse a probl&m
Bible-believing Christians who are afraid of thee&ed Coming of Christ. Something is wrong with the
way we are teaching these things. Yes, we are aablee Yes, we will confess our sins. But we will
want to confess our sins and it will no more magevant to run from Him, the lover of our soul, than
we would want to run from our dear mother who loussnore than anybody on earth and who raised us
and stuck with us. If we knew something was wrdngould want to go get it right with Mom. | love
her because she loves me. With that type of angiete can perhaps get a little glimpse of God'atgre
love for us. In any case, who is He that condentins?Christ Jesus who will condemn the wicked.
Although we are wicked and deserve judgment, wenweil get it if we have run to Christ for refuge
because He has died and been raised and has a$tertled's right hand and now He intercedes for us.
Do you understand how in this bigger context Hisricession is part of His saving work? These are
events or things He does.
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How does the teaching that | have just referredtteeteaching of God and the Trinity keeping His
people safe—fit into Christians backsliding andsteg to believe? It is a complicated matter andlll w
admit to you that there are hard passages. Therapastasy passages that many churches have
neglected but ought not to neglect. In brief, thieldknows of partial faith, of false faith, andleés-
than-saving faith. | find it in the fourth Gospfdr example, in John chapters 2, 4, 6, 8, and 1&st\f
the faith in John's Gospel is genuine faith, big dther theme is there, this counterfeit busimessder
to alert us that these matters are complicatedh&mmore, | would agree with Augustine. | am coming
from a particular Augustinian-Calvinist traditioow and you could disagree with me and | would
respect that. | try to persuade based upon the Blibl cannot persuade you, | respect you comjylete
whether | can or cannot. But | am trying to persjddhink God's truth deserves that. My
understanding is that true believers can fall aveayto use Augustine's adverbs, never totally and
finally. I thus understand that Judas was nevegnmerpted. He looked good. He fooled the other
disciples. As to whether he fooled himself, | dé kimow, but he never fooled Christ. In John 6 jssa
“From the beginning Jesus knew who would betray’hand Judas gives himself away perhaps in
chapter 12. Now this is reading between the litias.inspired editorial work. It is looking baclkter

the fact. But he who opposed the waste of thisipusomintment was a thief. John 12:6 says, “He did
not say this because he cared about the poor batibe he was a thief; as keeper of the money leag, h
used to help himself to what was put into it.” ArBhian could steal, but a Christian could not be a
chronic thief the way Judas was.

| teach a whole course on perseverance and apdsasyat Covenant. | have done a series of five
articles. The sixth is due to come out in the nestie of our seminary journd&yresbyterion You might
want to read some of those. One surveys the litsraThen one is on the fact that God keeps us.i©ne
on the fact that true believers keep on keeping we-persevere. One is on assurance of salvation and
where that comes from. The fifth article is on apeg and what those passages are intended to teach.
The last one, just due to come out, is a systeammsary of all these four things: preservation,
perseverance, assurance, and apostasy, with dagtpt@ations to counselees and parishioners and s
forth that we are trying to help.

The return of Christ is the epitome, the final ootking, of His saving work. | am trying to broaden
your view of Christ's saving work. The cross ishe middle, but the cross is not alone. We will be
given grace, as seen in 1 Peter 1:13, on that digzbecause Jesus loved us and gave Himself fdnus.
that regard, it is the Second Coming of Christ thalhe final application of redemption. | haveecaldy
read 1 Peter 1:13 so let me do this last passagéighly controversial matter of limited and untieal
atonement. Since it is controversial, | use the pesson | could find from the opposite viewpoifit o
mine. In this case, Millard Erickson, with whomgrae on over ninety percent of Christian theology
(but I use him in the interest of fairness) doee®y nice job of presenting both sides. | will isg
arguments and try to answer them that we might Bauge balance on the matter. Hebrews 9:27 says,
“Just as human beings are destined to die onceaféerdthat to face judgment, so Christ was saerfi
once to take away the sins of many people; andithappear a second time, not to bear sin"—He
already did that the first time—“but to bring saion to those who are waiting for Him.” The salwat
He brings was accomplished at the cross and tllag igery seat of salvation. Christ's saving work
includes all these events: His incarnation, Hi¢esis Life, His Death, His resurrection, His ascensi
and session—I am doing that as one—His intercesaimhthen ultimately His return. Is not He a
wonderful Savior? May the Lord use these teachiogshance our worship and to motivate us to serve
Him. What else can we do but to share the good Pews
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