Spirit, Church, & Last Things Lecture 2, page 1
Person of the Holy Spirit, 11

In this lecture for the class “Spirit, Church, &dtarhings,” we are studying the person of God tioé/H
Spirit in preparation for examining some of His msiries. We have said that God the Holy Spirit is a
person and now we add that He is a divine persba.Holy Spirit is God. Not only does holy Scripture
present the Holy Spirit as a person, but it preskliin as a divine person. He is different from, ggtial
to, the Father and the Son. Let us examine fodichitevidences that the Spirit is deity. A quick
preview of these points might be helpful. Firsg Hioly Spirit is used interchangeably in Scriptwrth
God. Secondly, He has divine qualities. Third, ldesidivine works. And fourth, He is associated with
the other two persons of the Godhead in ways irtlvbnly God could be associated.

The Holy Spirit is used interchangeably with GodisTis the notion of substitution. The biblical ters
substitute the Holy Spirit for God. One place feeisg this is in Acts 5 where we learn of Ananiad a
Sapphira and God'’s temporal judgment upon thero.ria know about their eternal destiny, but surely
the Lord was very displeased with them and took thes away. Acts 5:3 says that lying to the Holy
Spirit is the same as lying to God: “You have ned lto men,” Peter said, “but you have lied to God.
The implication is that the Holy Spirit is God Hielk There is an interchangeability in the refeetw
either.

The Holy Spirit also has divine qualities. The 8gpssesses qualities that only God has. One eleamp
that will suffice is knowledge. We used knowledgetove that the Spirit is a person rather thaoreef
because He teaches and brings to remembrance dodrsBut now we are showing that the Spirit not
only has knowledge, but also knowledge that onlg Bas access to. We see this in 1 Corinthians 2
where Paul says, “The Spirit searches all thingsnehe deep things of God. For who among human
beings knows the thoughts of a man except the nsgi’'g within him. In the same way, no one knows
the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.” duydo not reveal your inmost thoughts even to your
spouse or to your closest friends, they will nekiresw those thoughts. In the same way, God’s inmost
thoughts are known only to the Spirit of God. He hacess to those things. The implication is
irresistible. The Spirit has knowledge that onlydGmssesses. No man or angel has access to that
knowledge. Only God Himself is privy to it.

So the Spirit is God because the Holy Spirit isduséerchangeably with God in Scripture. And He is
God because He has qualities ascribed to Him thigtaze ascribed to God. Third, the Spirit doesksor
that only God does. The Spirit is involved in therkvof creation and the work of the giving of
Scripture. But the most important proof that th&iSis deity is that He does the work of salvatidime
Spirit in Scripture is the servant of the Fathedt #re Son. So not as much attention is directedirto
and it is much easier to show, for example, theyddiChrist than the deity of the Holy Spirit.
Nevertheless, we have enough information to cormcthdt the Spirit is God as well.

The chief proof that the Holy Spirit is God is i does the work of salvation. Salvation is exgeds

in many different ways in Scripture. Let me justriwaith two of them, regeneration and resurrection.
Titus 3:4 speaks of the saving grace of God: “Witernkindness and love of God our Savior appeared,
he saved us. Not because of righteous things weltia€l, but because of his mercy. He saved us
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by tloéyFbpirit whom he poured out on us generously
through Jesus Christ our Savior so that having lestified by his grace, we might become heirs hgvi
the hope of eternal life.” Notice that the washaigebirth and renewal is ascribed to God the Holy
Spirit. He causes us to be reborn, to be born agaihto be renewed. That is the work of reger@rati

If we ask who does the work of regeneration inBltge, there is no doubt. Angels do not regenerate
anybody. Human beings share the Gospel, but weot@neate new life inside of another person. That
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is the work of God Himself. And since the Holy Sipdoes that work of rebirth and renewal, He muest b
God.

One more example is from Romans 8:11: “And if tip@iSof him who raised Jesus from the dead is
living in you, he who raised Christ from the deai+eference to God the Father—"will also give life
to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who lives/ou.” The Father, who raised Christ from thedjea
will give life to your mortal bodies. And He willadit through His Spirit. This is not talking about
regeneration in this life. It is talking about ttemewal of our bodies, or giving life to our bodiesough
the Spirit in the next life. The resurrection ot tthead is here ascribed to God the Holy Spirit. Isteth
angels do not raise the dead in this sense. OntlyiBoself does it. What is the conclusion? Sinee th
Spirit does the works of God, the Spirit is God.

Our last proof of the deity of the Holy Spirit Isatt Scripture associates Him with the Father aadsibn

in ways in which only God could be associated. Him&s the baptismal formula work? Does Jesus tell
us to baptize people “in the name of the Fatheradrnilde Son and of the force™? No, it does not work
that way. You cannot make that third person a rharean being or an angel or an impersonal force.
We baptize in the name of the Trinity, in the nash&od Himself. And those three slots, Father, Son,
and Spirit, are plainly occupied by persons of@welhead. In 1 Corinthians 1 Paul states that yae we
not baptized in the name of Paul. He is contragBng with human ministers of God. Even an apostle
cannot occupy that close association with God. a@ubaptized in the name of God Himself. Or
consider these possible changes to the benediat®iCorinthians 13:14: “May the grace of the Lord
Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellgwshthe force be with you all.” No, that cannat b
right. Or, “May the grace of the Lord Jesus Chasigl the love of God and the fellowship of the ange
be with you all.” No, that is not any better. Wegii try “the fellowship of the apostle Paul.” These
such a thing as people having fellowship with pepplt that is not the context. This is God bestgwi
blessings on people. What kind of a benedictionld/that be for a pastor to give? No, Paul does not
give a benediction in the name of some human bairggn angel or a force. He gives the benediction in
the name of the triune God. Thus in our brief sumyna@ the person of the Holy Spirit we made two
points. He is a person and not merely a force ,Ha@é God—He is a divine person.

Let us move to a study of the ministries of GodHluady Spirit. We have done enough foundational
work with His identity that we are now ready todgtwhat He does. The most important thing the Spiri
does has nothing to do with producing fruit in ge®ple of God, as important as that is, nor dokave

to do with spiritual gifts, as important as theg.aRather, the most important thing the Spirit dees
apply salvation to the people of God. If we do se¢ this, then we distort the Christian faith beeawe
have got the fruit or the gifts occupying a pldeeytshould not. They are important and we are gting
study them, but the Holy Spirit's application ofvgdion is primary.

Let me put salvation in a broad context for youjohyou might find helpful. If we look at salvation
broadest terms, we can get the parts in relati@ath other perhaps better than we have in the past
There is salvation planned, accomplished, appéad,consummated. We call salvation planned
predestination or election. The Bible does not giseevery detail there that we might want to knowut,
it teaches the doctrine of predestination. Reggrdalvation planned, who is the major operator?dihi
person of the Godhead is primarily involved? Elatiis primarily the work of God the Father. Since
God is a Trinity, a work of one person of the Gaathes a work of the entire Trinity. So electiorthge
work of the Trinity, the plan of the Trinity. Bupscifically it is the planning of God the Fatheef yone
in concert with the Son and Holy Spirit. AccorditmgEphesians 1, the planning happened before the
creation of the world.
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Who then is the major player in the accomplishnodrstalvation? That is the Son of God, the Lord desu
Christ. This accomplishment did not happen befbeecreation of the world. It was planned then, so
that Revelation can speak of Him as the Lamb $lafore the creation of the world. It does not medn,
course, that He died then literally. He could nietlsefore he became a human being and that happened
in the first century and that is when salvation wasught, when it was accomplished, when it was
done. We were not saved in eternity. We did nohexest yet. But God planned to save us. You could
even say our salvation was rendered certain by &fvelr all, He is God and, unlike us, His plans eom
to pass. So God, especially the Father, plannedtsah. But the Son died on the cross, not thedrath
the Holy Spirit. Since God is a Trinity, howevecripture can speak of the other persons being
involved. In 2 Corinthians 5 Paul says, “God waghrist, reconciling the world to himself.” And
Hebrews 9 speaks of the Son of God offering Himsglby the eternal Spirit, which | believe is a
reference to God the Holy Spirit.

Salvation was planned by the Trinity, and especiaié Father before the creation. It was accometish
by the Son of God on the cross and in His resuaed¢tom the dead in the first century. Who applies
salvation to us? The Trinity does, of course, bseawu cannot separate God. But especially iteis th
work of God the Holy Spirit. And that will be thedus of our discussion. Just for the sake of
completeness, salvation consummated is the resiomexf the dead and all that follows. Our final
glorification, our complete sanctification and soth, is the work of the trinity and it is also yetcome.
Does that help you to see those things in a brpadigim like that? | think it really helps to pthHings
together for me.

We are interested in the third aspect, the appbicadif salvation. But to summarize the bigger pietu
once again, | am saying the Father chose you b#iferereation of the world. The Son did that which
was necessary in order to save you in the firsturgnbut you were still not saved then. You did no
even exist then. You were saved when the Spiritecand applied salvation to you. Yet you remain to
be saved in the final and full sense until youraised from the dead and made completely withaut si
Then you will be able to look at Christ’s glory alpel transformed.

How does the Bible describe the application ofatawn? It uses a number of different ways of tajkin
about it. The actual touching of our lives by Gogl'ace so that in time and space we come to knew th
Lord is through union with Christ, regenerationneersion, assurance of adoption, justification,
sanctification, and preservation.

The Holy Spirit applies salvation to the peoplésafd. He unites us to the Lord Jesus Christ. Unidh w
Christ is a neglected topic indeed. The Bible shgs before we knew Christ we were separated from
God. We were separated from Christ without Godwaitidout hope in the world, according to
Ephesians chapters 2 and 4. When God saved ugititaaly joined us to His Son. He united us
spiritually to His Son, forming a bond betweenTise Bible speaks of this in so many ways. When it
says “in Christ” it speaks of this. It says we dwith Him, were buried with Him, were raised with
Him, ascended with Him, and sat down at God’s rigintd with Him. It even uses the language of the
second coming in Romans 8 and Colossians 3 to sifeak final salvation. Technically speaking, we
are not having any second coming. But since Jedlysamd we are so spiritually united to Him, His
second coming will be the revelation of our truentity as well.

Paul says in 1 Corinthians 12:12: “The body is &, @imough it is made up of many parts.” He is tadk
there about the human body, but He goes on ingkeverse to say, “And though all its parts are ypan
they form one body. So it is with Christ. For werevall baptized by one Spirit into one body—whether
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were alhgive one Spirit to drink.” Here the Spirit is thiee
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who incorporates us into the body of Christ. Thitaphor of body and the members of the body in
interrelation to one another in the church is agaaic picture. We are joined to the head, Chrisd, ta
the other members of Christ as people by the HplitS work. The Spirit joins us to Christ so that
Romans 8:9 can say, “And if anyone does not ha&tiirit of Christ, he does not belong to Christ,”
because the Spirit is the one who joins us to threl Uesus.” If you ask me what is the most impartan
thing God the Holy Spirit does for us | would tgdiu it is that He saves us by actually applyingsdhe
work of the Lord Jesus Christ on the cross andigreksurrection from the grave.

The Spirit applies that work of Christ to our livése brings God'’s grace to us. This is expressed in
several different ways. He unites us spirituallyite Son of God so that we are no longer sepamate f
Him. We are no longer without God and without hopthe world, but now we are joined to Him so
that the eternal life which is His becomes ours Tdrgiveness of sins which is found in Him alone
becomes our forgiveness.

The Spirit not only does that, but he also ap@asation to us under this metaphor of regeneration
John 3:8 speaks of this when Nicodemus comes tes Bnight. Jesus basically shows Nicodemus he is
a novice when it comes to God’s school and the kedge of God, even though he is supposed to be
the teacher of Israel. Nicodemus asks this foajiséstion in John 3:4: “How can a man be born when
he is old? Surely he cannot enter a second tineehistmother’s womb to be born!” Jesus lets him
flounder on purpose in order to give him what hedsg like Jesus does in the next chapter when He
deals with the Samaritan woman and gives her wienheeds. John is showing the truth of verse 25 of
chapter 2. “Jesus did not need man’s testimonytainan for He knew what was in a man.” Nicodemus
should have understood from Ezekiel chapter 36 wima¢ans to be born of water and of the Spirit.
Ezekiel prophesied God would pour out His Spiritha last days. The water speaks of cleansing. The
Spirit speaks of God Himself and the realm of Gaodzerse 8 Jesus uses some wordplay concerning
“the wind.” The Greek word for Spirit igneuma, which means “breath, “wind,” or “Spirit.” Jesusys,
“The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hearasrsl but you cannot tell where it comes from or
where it is going. So it is with everyone bornteé tvind.” That is, the holy wind of God, the Spititis

a play on words.

Jesus likens the Holy Spirit to the wind. We carses the wind. And we cannot predict its movements.
In that sense the wind is sovereign; in that i@gond our control. All we can see is the effefthe
wind. You can see the leaves move or rustle oréige Or in a stronger wind they move more viokent!
and you know the wind has been through there. Ymwkit because of its effects. Likewise, the Spirit
Himself is invisible and His work is unpredictabbeit you know Him because of His effects. In this
context He gives life to those who are spiritualgad. And whereas before there was spiritual death,
where people were devoid of the life of God, whaa $pirit has blown through there will be life. It
should be noted that His customary way is to whrkugh the Gospel. We will get to that under the
means of grace when we talk about the Spirit aadMord and God’s normal working. Anyway, when
the Spirit works through the Word to give new lifiegre is evidence of His presence and His ministry
So the wind is invisible and unpredictable and dmgwn by its effects. It also says the wind blows
wherever it pleases. Not only is the wind unpreabtd and only known from its effects, but the wisd
also sovereign, so to speak. Jesus is setting ap Mdrwants to say about the Holy Spirit. The $sri
sovereign as well. The Holy Wind of God blows wivereHe pleases.

| cannot forget the words of a godly pastor whokspio our chapel. It was a humble message on his
part. He shared how he had been in two differeataties and in the first one he served the Lord

faithfully, as he knew how. He was a sinner anddrfessed his sins but he faithfully discharged his
ministry. And the church saw modest growth. Préhgelord for that. Then the Lord definitely diredte
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him on to another ministry and in that context ftetde same basic things he did before. He studied
faithfully and preached God’s Word in the powetled Spirit. He prayed and they did evangelism and
they worshipped the Lord. They were the same thivegdid before, but this time he said the Lord
poured His Holy Spirit out on the church in a waydould not predict, control, understand, or take a
credit for. Hundreds of people were added in thellaver a period of only a few years. His own
evaluation was that the Lord did it. It is veryiows that when he was faithful in the first pasteyae
was not called or asked to participate in seminénen, all of a sudden, the phone calls came alotig
letters asking if he would please come and telntlhés secrets of church renewal. His answer wds tha
he did not have any secrets of church renewalublefaithfully served the Lord the best that hewkne
how in both pastorates and this time the Spiré,hbly wind of God, blew with gale force. All theedit
went where it belonged, to God Himself who choses® His ministers in that particular place in a
powerful way according to His own will. It is theoly Spirit who gives us new life. You should credit
God the Holy Spirit for the life that you have ahé fact that you are alive to God, that you has n
life, that you have been brought from death te-fbat you have been spiritually resurrected. It wais
of your own doing, not of your own intelligencerative spiritually or anything else. You were
spiritually dead and God made you alive. It wasviloek of the Spirit in applying the resurrectiofelof
the Lord Jesus to you.

According to 1 Peter 1:3, it is the Spirit who cdseus. There are two ways of looking at conversmon

the application of salvation. The Bible speaks botterms of God’s work and our working. Conversion
means turning from sin and turning to God. Yet ¢higsngs, repentance, turning from sin, faith, and
turning to God, are gifts of God. They are the hometivities and part of human responsibility. We
repent. God does not repent. We believe. God doieseed to believe. But even the repentance and the
faith we exercise are good gifts of our graciousiGo

Acts 11 is where Peter recounts to the apostledeottiers what had happened in the household of
Cornelius in Acts chapter 10. At one point Petad,s&s | began to speak the Holy Spirit came on
them”—that is, Cornelius and his family and frierd®s he had come on us at the beginning.” That is a
reference to Pentecost. There is no doubt thatdibthis to Cornelius and his family in order to
convince Peter that God was saving the Gentilesahee way He had saved Peter and the Jews. Peter
continued, “Then | remembered what the Lord had,sdohn baptized you with water but you will be
baptized with the Holy Spirit.” So if God gave théine same gift that he gave us who believed in the
Lord Jesus Christ, who was | to think that | coojgpbose God. When they heard this, they"—that is, th
apostles, brothers, elders, and leaders of theebhdthad no further objections and praised God sgyin
‘So then God has granted even the Gentiles repemtamto life.”” Plainly repentance is a gift of God
From the several mentions of the Spirit in thesses | conclude that it is specifically the Sptinat we
are to understand who grants repentance to pedpeave turning to God. Conversion is a word that is
theological shorthand for repentance plus faitto hot even like to say “repentance plus faith{ bu
rather repentance/faith, or to regard them as tdes=f the same coin because the repentanceated s
involves trust in Christ. And genuine faith in Gtrinvolves turning from sin. They are two sideshaf
same coin. They are inseparable.

The Lord also gives faith. In 1 Corinthians 12:3IPsays, “Now about spiritual gifts, brothers, | oot
want you to be ignorant. You know that when youeygagans somehow or other you were influenced
and led astray to mute idols. Therefore | tell yloat no one who is speaking by the Spirit of Gogbsa
‘Jesus be cursed.” And no one can say, ‘Jesusrig’lexcept by the Holy Spirit.” You might be

thinking that somebody could say those words. Aol gre right. Someone could say those words and
be unsaved. But this is the primitive Christianfession. Compare the idea here to Romans 10:9-10.
The meaning is not that nobody could frame thoselsvaith his or her lips. The meaning is that ne on
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can say, “Jesus is Lord,” and mean it apart froevtbrk of God the Holy Spirit. The Spirit gives the
ability to make that primitive Christian confessiwhich saves. The Spirit gives us the gift of faith

So the Spirit applies salvation to us. The Biblesudifferent pictures to speak of it. The Spiribgous to
the Son of God. He gives us new life. He convestsTinese different expressions are wonderful becaus
God could have just said in one sentence, “Thet$pplies salvation to you.” But God does it in at
least seven different pictures showing how He wanksur lives. If you wonder why there is a
multiplicity of ways to talk about it, the answerbest given by Leon Morris in his good bodke
Apostolic Preaching of the Cross. The description of the remedy is manifold andecbecause the
plight is manifold. That is, we were in sufficienbuble, and our lost-ness is described with dfier
images, so the remedy is as well. We had a nunflibseases and we needed many cures. We were
separated from Christ, so we desperately needee jmined to Him. We were spiritually dead
according to Ephesians 2, and thanks be to GodHiagave us new life. We were unconverted in that i
was not natural to repent and believe, but God waik us and as a result of His work we repented an
believed. We were not by nature children of God.Wéee children of the devil. We were children of
wrath, again according to Ephesians 2. And 1 Jovides the human race up into two groups: the
children of God and the children of the devil. Sewere children of the devil and we were in bondage
to sin and Satan. We needed God to adopt us if oeedabe saved, and He did. We were condemned
and we needed a Holy God to declare us righteoeswére spiritually filthy, defiled, and unclean by
nature. Thanks be to God that He sanctified us. Aaaontinues to sanctify us. And He will yet filyal
and completely sanctify us. We are prone to waaddrGod keeps us.

Let me speak a little bit more on adoption. Wetalang about the way the Holy Spirit applies
salvation to us. Remember | told you slavery, amadage, was the background to adoption. Galatians
4:3-4 says, “We were in slavery under the basiegypies of the world, but when the time had fully
come, God sent his Son born of woman, born underttaredeem those under law that we might
receive the full rights of sons. Because you arssGod sent the Spirit of fis Son into our heaftse
Spirit who calls out, ‘Abba! Father!” So you are loager a slave.” Hold your head up high because
here is your identity, children of God. You areoa ®r a daughter of the living God. And since yoeia
son, God has made you also an heir. God is so fgoesl He adopts us into his family, though we were
children of Satan and slaves of the Evil One. HoesdHe do it? It is complicated. The Father is foehi
the scenes planning the whole business. He choee adoption. The Son redeems us. Slaves need to
be redeemed, to be bought back from their old ma#tsus redeems us. The Spirit is sent by theeEath
He is the Spirit of the Son. The whole Trinity iwolved in our adoption. The Spirit is sent inta ou
hearts, and the Spirit cries out, “Abba! FatheAbba” is the Aramaic word for “Father,” and we now
use it to refer to God Himself. Romans 8:15 sagxicitly: “You did not receive a spirit that mek

you a slave again to fear.” There is that slavemyethsion again. “But you received the Spirit of
sonship.” And it is by that Spirit that we cry, “Ba! Father!” This is another way of saying thattas

a gift of God. It is by virtue of the Spirit’s work our lives that we are able to call God our Eatland

it is really so. We can call God “Father,” andsitreality. Furthermore, the Spirit not only worksour
initial confession of faith, but He also works ic@ntinuing way inside of us to give us assurance.
Romans 8:16 says, “The Spirit Himself testifieshwour spirit that we are God’s children.”

God is so good. He assures us in at least thrésrelit ways. Chiefly, in His word He gives us
assurance. We read that God saves us and keepd iigats our hearts at rest. So primarily, owdsid
us, in the Word God gives us assurance. Also, ifives, God makes changes and as we see Him at
work in our lives; as we see the fruit of the Spinie have assurance that way as well. In 1 Josays
so much about that. Some of the fruit is to beligseeright things about Jesus. Some of the fruivisg

a godly life rather than an ungodly life—as we tideefore we were saved. And also some of theiBuit
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to love God our brothers and sisters in ChristG8d assures us in His word by making promises to us
which is the main way. Then God assures us inives by changing them toward Him and toward His
will. And God assures us, according to Romans &$6;50d the Holy Spirit who assures us deep within
our hearts by testifying with our own human spitiitat we are God’s children. How good God is. k& th
Word He says, “I love you and gave my Son for ydde’also truly works in our lives and brings forth

in us love for the Son and love for other Chrissiafind then within us, the Holy Spirit testifie$ |6ve

you. | love you. | love you. You are my daughteouyare my son. You belong to me and | belong to
you.” It is a beautiful thing. So the Holy Spirppalies salvation to us in this way as well. He assws

of our adoption.
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