Spirit, Church, & Last Things Lecture 4, page 1
The Fruit of the Spirit

In our study of the Holy Spirit and His ministry wiew move to the fruit of God the Holy Spirit. A&w
begin, let me read Galatians 5:13-6:2 to get ytaar minds before showing you a pattern | have
discerned there and how that can help us understenfduit of the Holy Spirit.

You, my brothers, were called to be free. But dbuse your freedom to indulge the
sinful nature; rather, serve one another in lovee &ntire law is summed up in a single
command: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.” If yoeelp on biting and devouring each
other, watch out or you will be destroyed by eattten So | say, live by the Spirit, and
you will not gratify the desires of the sinful neguFor the sinful nature desires what is
contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is cany to the sinful nature. They are in
conflict with each other, so that you do not do tWwu want. But if you are led by the
Spirit, you are not under law. The acts of theudin&ture are obvious: sexual

immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry andaclcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy,
fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, fatsiand envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the
like. I warn you, as | did before, that those wive like this will not inherit the kingdom

of God. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joyeace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Agasisth things there is no law. Those who
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinftlirgawith its passions and desires. Since
we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with 8irit. Let us not become conceited,
provoking and envying each other. Brothers, if songeis caught in a sin, you who are
spiritual should restore him gently. But watch ys®if, or you also may be tempted.
Carry each other's burdens, and in this way yolufwlfill the law of Christ.

Before showing you the pattern, let me talk abaitgons in general. It is common in speaking or
writing to follow patterns of ideas. Regular pagdim of ideas works like this: A, then B, then C,
followed by A-prime, B-prime, and C-prime—where tk#ers stand for ideas. The “prime” just means
it is basically the same idea as A, B, or C, butexactly the same. Let me make up an example to
explain. The person who loves the Lord (point A)l &eeps His commandments (point B), will be
blessed (point C). To create another statemerggflar parallelism would mean that A, B, and C wloul
be followed by A-prime, B-prime, and C-prime. Ssestence of regular parallelism might be this: the
one who is devoted to the Lord (a parallel statarteioving Him), and walks in His ways (a parallel
with keeping His commandments), will know God’sdain his life (parallel to being blessed). That is
regular parallelism.

Parallelism can work with any number of membersh\at least two or more. Inverse parallelism would
look like A, then B, followed by B-prime and A-prenOr you could have many ideas, such as A, B, C,
D, E, F, and G, followed by G-prime, F-prime, afidtee way back to A-prime again. That would be
inverted parallelism. The ideas eventually meghencenter, and you could also have a center member
For example, you could have one isolated idea iwdsen three parallel ideas, such as A, B, C, aed th
D, followed by A-prime, B-prime, and C-prime. Ofurse, the “D” idea could be in the middle of a set
of inverse parallelism as well.

There are examples in the Bible of such thingsase you are wondering what the importance of all
this is. In John 1:1 the pre-incarnate Son of Gaiits$t referred to with the image of the Word, ai
would be idea A. Later in verse 7, the pre-incagrg&n of God is referred to as the light whenyssa
that John the Baptist was a witness to the lighictvis idea B. Then we have inverted parallelism,
which is also known as a chiasm. If it were regplarallelism you would have “word,” then “light,he
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then something more about the word and something rdoout the light. But what comes next is not
“word,” but rather the light coming into the woiild verse 9. Then we are told about the Word
becoming flesh in verse 14. The chiasm of Johnl#: $erves to bind the passage together and to point
us in the direction of its theme, which is the imzdion of Christ.

| believe | discern intentional parallelism in Geas 5:13-6:2. We need to understand the fruihef

Spirit over against what John Sanderson callsviteeds” in his booKkJhe Fruit of the Spirit. Paul calls
them “the acts of the sinful nature.” Is Sandernsmsitified in extending this imagery of fruit and eds?
| think he is, due to Galatians 6:7, which saysp ‘fidt be deceived. God cannot be mocked. A man
reaps what he sows.” You can see that the Bibdf psirsues this imagery. Again in Galatians 6:9 it
says, “At the proper time we will reap a harvestéd do not give up.” | am not saying one has tatdo
that way, but it is instructive to study the fraftthe Spirit over against the weeds, the deedkeoflesh.

It is important to see both of those concepts @irthigger historical and literary context. Thetaigal
context is explained in the early chapters of Gahat where another gospel gets Paul mad. He is a
godly man and he is willing to subordinate his gwensonal comfort and interest for the sake of the
Gospel. So in Philippians 1 he tells us that whédewvas imprisoned, others took that as an occasion
score points against him. He said some were mimgt¢he Gospel out of good motives, but some out

of bad motives because Paul was imprisoned. Wilata sure he was hurt because of those bad motives,
he said, “Praise the Lord either way because tlee@ospel was being preached.” In Galatians 1, when
people were changing the Gospel, he called dowmwthth of God on them. “Let them be accursed,” he
says. In the Greek the wordasathema, which means “let them be damned.”

You can see the chiasm develop as we move thrdwggpassage. There is an exhortation to love in
Galatians 5:13-14, which is matched at the enth®piassage in Galatians 6:1-2. Then there is a
pointing out of interpersonal abuses in Galatiad$ %ollowed by a command to trust and obey the
Spirit in 5:16. There is a parallel to those in &ians 5:25-26. | will try to prove all this in amate, but

| just wanted you to have an overview. Then thdeareof the passage becomes D and D-prime where
the weeds and the fruit contrast with each othwad,l#oth are to be understood in light of the
exhortations to love and especially in light of theerpersonal abuses.

My thesis is that the weeds are largely interpeaksims. And the fruit of the Spirit will producleet love
that Paul exhorts them to have on both ends gbéissage. The exhortation to love in 5:13-14 is this
“You, my brothers were called to be free. But doume your freedom to indulge the sinful nature.”—
Such indulgence is not freedom in Christ, he saysit is only license.—“Rather, serve one another
love. The entire law is summed up in a single comamn&d_ove your neighbor as yourself.” That
exhortation is “A.” Then he moves to “B,” in whitte points out interpersonal abuses: “If you keep on
biting and devouring each other, watch out or ydule destroyed by each other.” They will gobble
each other up, so to speak. He then moves in tkighmee verses to tell them to live by the Sptot,
walk by the Spirit. Galatians 5:16 says, “Walkle tSpirit,” or “by the Spirit.” My understanding tiis
is that it means to live their Christian lives, aiimplies believing in the Spirit and being awaf¢he
Spirit. But more than that, to walk by Him, or ted by Him, means to go step by step obeying the
Spirit, trusting in the Spirit, and relying uporethioly Spirit. Apparently this is something thep aot
doing, at least insofar as they are biting and dewg each other according to the previous vetss.d
sad thing indeed. Then we have the weeds in Gata§d 9-21, which are the deeds of the flesh. Paul
calls them the actions of the sinful nature. | wdime back to those at the end when | talk ab@ufrtht
of the Holy Spirit.
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Let me clear up a possible question about termgwlbam using the words “walk” and “live”
interchangeably in Galatians 5:16. The word is #ahl the Greek in Galatians 5:16. Some translaion
render it “live.” It is an Old Testament picturergad over into the New Testament that is quite
common. Since it is a common activity of walkingrags, it is used as a picture for living our lives.

So we have love, interpersonal abuses—which atatioas of love—and an exhortation to trust and
obey the Holy Spirit. We have an exhortation teel@again in Galatians 6:1-2: “Brothers, if some@e i
caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should nestom gently, but watch yourselves or you also may
be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens and intthysyou will fulfill the law of Christ.” While he des
not mention the word love, he mentions the conoéfive. Furthermore, the law of Christ seems to be
“love another as | have loved you.” It certainlygls an action of love. | would admit that part of m
outline is not as crystal clear as the rest, wigdargely lifting words out of the passage. Tisaam
interpretation. | would think it is correct thoudhis showing brotherly love, bearing each other’s
burdens, and ministering to each other in fulfdglithe law of Christ, which is the law of love.

Interpersonal abuses are again spoken of in Gasafi£6. They are different from the ones in 5:15.
“Let us not become conceited,” it says in 5:265115 the biting and devouring of each other speéks
railing against each other and attacking each otbdyally. This time, they are different sins bgaan
they are interpersonal. They manifest themselvéisaim relations with one another. “Let us not breeo
conceited.” Conceit occurs between a couple of lgedipsomebody is being puffed up over against his
or her peers, it is interpersonal and provokes ieigvgach other. So it is provocation and jealobhsy ts
spoken of here. Now you may recognize how thesedsbke some of the weeds and the fruit of the
Spirit sounds like the anecdote to some of thosgops. That is exactly right.

There is another emphasis on trusting the SpiGatatians 5:25. Paul says, “Since we live by the
Spirit,” which is different from 5:16, because tlerd “live” is actually used this time. It is noten
precisely the same meaning. He is saying somethffegent. In 5:16 he is commanding them to live by
the Spirit. In 5:25 he is saying, “Since we alreddylive by the Spirit, let us keep in step witke th
Spirit.” The phrase “keeping in step with the Spim Galatians 5:25 means to follow or walk along
with something. The idea of living is in verse b&f the living by the Spirit in 5:25 means someghin
more specific. Since we live by the Spirit, havermeegenerated by the Spirit, and have been given
eternal life by the Spirit, then let us, as a resfithat, keep in step with the Spirit. The comham

keep in step approximates the command to live bySihirit in 5:15. What does it mean to keep in step
with the Spirit? Basically the same thing as it meto walk in the Spirit. It means to go step kgpst
hand in hand with the Spirit, obeying the Spiritldining by faith in the Spirit.

What remains for us then is to understand the waedghe fruit. | should mention verse 24 under the
heading of trusting the Spirit. “Those who beloadchrist Jesus,” Paul says, “have crucified théusin
nature with its passions and desires.” It is anartgnt reference to the work of Christ, to uniomhwi
Christ—to our being joined with Him in His deathhish really shows the power for the fruit of the
Spirit spoken of in the passage. So the passag# epart from the cross of Christ. It is in corgtion
with the cross.

What about the weeds and the fruit? They are the béthe matter here. | emphasized that histthyica
the Galatian churches were not only afflicted veitfalse gospel, but also the true believers in the
congregations were struggling with a false viewhef Christian life. It was presumably a legalistiew

of the Christian life. We are indeed to obey the, lbut you cannot show me that the main emphasis of
the Christian life is obeying the law or obeyingnpiples. The word legalism can mean differentdfsin

It can mean a salvation by works mentality. Patalckss that idea in Galatians. Legalism can alsthee
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idea that we start off saved by grace through faitth that God has left us to our own designs ¢isé of
the way, and our job is to obey His word—to obey tbmmandments. Again, it is true that we are to
obey the commandments, but He has not left ustowa designs and our own power. That can be a
legalism in the Christian life. Show me where |awhe focus of the Christian life. Show me where la
is all in all of the Christian life. No, the law éthe Word are part of the content for part of@eistian
life.

Let me put matters in perspective because theabyrimportant. The motivation for the Christiafe lis
not the law. There are many motivations given eBible as to why we are to live for God. The
primary motivation for the Christian life is grattte for God’s grace. It is not law-keeping. Law has
place. But it is one place among a bigger pictlile primary motivation is to love Christ because He
loved us first. It is to be grateful for God’s gea®Vhat about the power of the Christian life Is i
keeping the law? No, the power of the Christiaa i the power of the indwelling Spirit. It is tBgirit
applying to us the death and resurrection of Clenisty moment, every hour of every day. The goal of
the Christian life, again, is not just law-keepiiitpe goal of the Christian life is the glory of G&b
keeping the law is part of the content of the Glaslife—an important part of the whole, but niog¢t
whole. The motivation is loving God who first lovad, in gratitude for His grace. The power for I8e
the power of Christ’s resurrection, the power @& Holy Spirit. Those are different ways of sayihg t
same thing. The goal is glorifying God. Within tifi@mework, the law has its place as part of the
content of the Christian life. But if you make lawerything—goal, motivation, power—you are going
to end up biting and devouring each other, as ®ayd in verse 15. You are going to end up conceited
The law keeping breeds that. | may be doing béteam you are. Or maybe you are doing better than |
am on this particular day, so | envy you. It isyesunderstand how people can provoke each other.
The Christian life becomes a rivalry. In this cotifeve want to see their mistake and the actsef th
sinful nature. It is no wonder they have got aolotveeds to pull because they are forgetting thly Ho
Spirit in the Christian life.

It looks to me like the weeds break down into a hanof different sins, different categories of sins
Sexual sins are mentioned in Galatians 5:19—immigyainpurity, and debauchery. | could say a lot
about this, but let me say this to the gentlememneed to really be careful in our world today. &ve
bombarded with sexual messages in commercials\arghehere. We are just bombarded. We need to
be accountable to other men. Ladies, we need yapr We really need your help in terms of your
dressing and behaving in a godly way. Wives and#nds need to love each other and communicate
with each other, yet we live in a world that istempting in that regard. So did the Galatians, snd

Paul begins with immorality, impurity, and debaugh®ebauchery is giving oneself over to sexual sin
without restraint. Perhaps impurity is even moreater of the heart and immorality more outward.
That may be helpful to view them that way.

Religious sins are listed next. It sounds like Rosma, does it not? You see sexual sins there, idlgec
homosexuality, and you see religious sins. How ednpe are as sinners that sin affects our life of
worship. The religious sins are idolatry, followiagbstitutes for the true and loving God, and
witchcraft. It is amazing that in the post-Christigo-called “enlightened West,” we are into suthds
today. That is so sad, indeed.

But the largest group of sins is no surprise, gittenhistorical context and the literary contexteT
words that surround the weeds and the fruit argt afl interpersonal sins. They are hatred, discord
jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensiofactions, and envy. What a list that is. Theeeeight
sins listed. Jealousy and envy are pretty simid&sentions and factions match up pretty well. eltr
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and discord are close. Why does Paul mention sy thémgs if some are near synonyms? It is to be
emphatic. It is to lay emphasis where the Galdafiaristians needed it, on their biggest area of need

Next he mentions sins of excess: drunkenness aelsoiThey are sins where there is a tremendois lac
of self control. My contention is not that the fraf the Spirit match up one for one with every dele
is more general than that. But there is some magdiiat goes on.

It is important to recognize a warning from verde hristians can fall into the sins that we haaked
weeds. Otherwise Paul would not be writing thesedaidHe writes, “I warn you as | did before, that
those who live like this,” which means those whibges are characterized by the weeds. They may not
be Christians at all. “Those who live like this bt inherit the kingdom of God.” Those are strong
words. Does God call us to be judges of our brethed sisters? No, God is their judge. Does heausall
to be fruit inspectors? Yes. There are some paspteoverdo that and think they are God’s fruit
inspectors given to the holy church. They shoutitbpbly do a lot less of it. Most of us, howeveg an
the other side. We would hardly ever rebuke a ferodh sister. Yet we should do it remembering Jesus
teaching that we should do unto others the way wealavike them to do unto us. We should do itin a
way that fits with Galatians 6:1-2. It should bend@rayerfully, without nitpicking somebody’s life.
Otherwise we would be hounding each other allithe.tBy the way, our closest neighbor is our
spouse. Show me a marriage that works and | walhsyou two people who follow the teaching in
James and 1 Peter that “love covers a multitudgenst” We need to overlook things. On the otherdhan
you cannot overlook everything. When we need t@kpe our spouse or speak to our brother or sister
who is plainly sinning, but we need to do it prdy#y, lovingly, and privately. In the scripturataer,

that is how you start. Speak out of a spirit oplfidhess. It is helpful not to force this, but waepis a
good way to do it sometimes. If you are burdeneamligh, that may just come out of you and your care
will just come forth. | say it this way: we needdarn the right to do this. That is, you do not gs
jumping on the new guy who visited your church Sayndnd let him have it with both barrels. But
overall we do not do enough of this correction vagth other. | know godly men and women who,
because of the bombardment of the sinful world eatering into accountably relationships with other
godly men and women. Every week or two they meebfeakfast or lunch or whenever and they say,
“How is it going in this area, my friend?” The ladihelp each other and the men help each othetr. Tha
is a wonderful thing indeed.

Let us look at the fruit of the Spirit, understamglthem in the context of the weeds as well asvinale
context here in Galatians. The fruit of the Spgilove. It is easy to understand how that is peakdlhe
fruit of the Spirit is joy. In its context, it iared joy. It is not rivalry and jealousy. It is rbging
delighted at what the Lord is doing in your lifetHe Lord blesses your ministry three times mbant
mine, | should rejoice with those who rejoice. Beaihe Lord! It is for God’s glory. It is His kingch.
That is the way we should be. In this context pyat a private matter. Neither is the peace that
follows. It is harmony. The Bible teaches aboutratividual’s peace in the heart. Philippians 4:6-7
one place. The Bible certainly teaches that, butyntd us tend to read the Bible with an individetd
perspective. That is a mistake. In this contexishet talking about individual peace of heart.igle
talking about harmony between the brothers andrsig the body. The whole context is interpersonal
as we have seen. Patience means bearing with otigeaim love. Kindness is being kind to one
another. The goodness here means generosity, gheittnone another, or supporting one another in
love.

There is also faithfulness. What the Lord wantsnfugs, primarily, is to love Him and to obey His
commandments. He wants faithfulness from us. Wé wis could be spectacular. Then we think we
could be a witness for Jesus. But you do not nede tspectacular. If God wants to do something
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spectacular that is His business. But God is isteckin faithfulness—everyday dependability. If we
live like that, we will stand out in a day and ageen there is little faithfulness and commitment of
human beings to others. Gentleness and self-camtealso there.

| will do just a little bit of matching fruit and @eds. Self control is obviously contrasted to thihke

fits of rage, drunkenness, orgies, and debauchdste is an interrelation here. He is talking agiain
certain things. Kindness and gentleness are adaatisd, fits of rage, and so it goes. You can dahm
with these terms and concepts. Sometime for your @ewvotional life, consider each of the weeds and
contrast them to the list of the fruit. You wilhfi that almost every one has at least one coumterpa
Some of them have more than others.

| am ready to draw some conclusions based upomanauy of the historical context, the literary
context, and then working through some of thesearsatogether. The fruit is character or qualities
produced by the Spirit. After all, it is the frat the Holy Spirit. That is, the divine sovereigigy
accented in the very expression the fruit of theitSphese are evidences of the working of God the
Holy Spirit in a person’s life. Every Christiantis exhibit all of the fruit. You might say, “I dooh
consistently exhibit all the fruit all the time.” &tome to the club. | am not trying to sound likeuger-
spiritual hypocrite. But it is true that all of ase to exhibit these all of the time. You might,sajhave
growing to do.” Welcome to the team. There are ¢wiy kinds of people in the world and they are both
sinners. There are unforgiven sinners and theréagesen sinners. God has given us His Spiristfof

all, that we might come alive toward Him. But itakso that we might grow in Him and make progress
in the Christian life. So these are not gifts $@he have and some do not, although some peopde exc
in some of these areas more than the rest ofdessnbt deny it. But it should be our goal in albfey

way to grow in each of the fruit of the Spirit.

You have the raw materials here for another gostitenal activity. Why not pray about these things
and thank the Lord? Or give the list to your speutfgs may be a fearful prospect—and ask him or her
to grade you where you are doing well. Get thatrattion first. Then ask where you need to grow.
Thank the Lord for where you are doing well anchththe Lord that we cannot be afraid as Christians
to fail and we do not have to be afraid to growaflis what it is all about by God’s grace.

The fruit is character qualities produced by theiS his is not a self-help program. The soventyg

of God the Holy Spirit is accented. Neverthelessis not one-sided either. It is not God doing stiimg
with you doing absolutely nothing. That is not fiitiness to God. Human responsibility is not onditte
After all, believers are commanded to keep in stith the Spirit according to Galatians 5:25 andive
by the Spirit according to Galatians 5:16. So thedlmakes it clear that the Spirit is in controtlate is
the ultimate producer of the fruit. But He alsd<als to account. Human responsibility is not ogoitt
We are thus fellow workers under the Spirit andaneto work with the Spirit. We are commanded to
trust and obey God the Holy Spirit step by step, lsaday. The Spirit only produces His fruit in #e
who have been united to Christ.

Galatians 5:24 mentions Christ’s death explicitig &lis resurrection is implied in the reference to
regeneration in verse 25. First Peter 1 attribtitesnew birth to the Father’s will. Other passages
attribute it to the Spirit’'s working, since we libg the Spirit, but also to the Father’s will aondhe

Son’s resurrection. The Son’s resurrection unleasine power of the new life that we receive frondGo
at regeneration. The Spirit only produces His fruithose who have been united to Christ in Hidluea
and resurrection. The Spirit does this in all theseinited. So we do not try to have the fruithaf t

Spirit produced in our lives in order to becomei€ifans. No, that is not the Gospel. The Gospel is
given in Galatians 1 and 2 on the basis of belgunChrist and Him alone for salvation and hawviig
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righteousness as our only appeal before God. Tleewho have the Spirit want to grow in the Lord. So
we look for fruit in Christians, not in unsaved ptn The fruit are only properly understood in cast
to the deeds of the flesh, or the weeds.

If peoples’ lives are dominated by weeds, it mayHae they are not saved. That is a tricky isswer{e
pastor who cares has an inner core in his congoggat he is sure of, but as you move out froen th
inner core, on the outer rings there are definitelyaved people. And in between those outer rings a
the inner core, there are people whom pastors &h®are not sure about. Are they saved or not? You
cannot always be sure. At times you may think yeei& heart for God in them, but there is littleirdes
for public worship. There is little Bible study. @it is little growth. There is no sharing of thiHa

They are like secret Christians. Pastors stay tgpaanight concerning people like that. Obvioustyn

the context of Galatians, however, Christians deehaeeds in their lives and need to live by theiSpi
and grow. The fruit deals largely with interpersioredations. The fruit are a part of God’s equipgpirs

to love our neighbors.

It may be asked how we connect the ideas thattiitehfas to do with character qualities but it dtss

to do with interpersonal relations. How are thdsedgs put together? The character qualities manifes
themselves in our dealings with others. That isgwéave a private and personal relationship with
Christ, but loving God is demonstrated by loving neighbors as we love ourselves. | cannot claim th
God is doing wonderful things in my life if | do hlmve other people. There is a contradiction mte
there. In that way, Christianity is others-centered

Our next topic will be the gifts of the Holy SpiriVe have followed the proper order in this stulliyer
surveying the person the Holy Spirit, we then belgeworks and His ministries with the applicatioin
salvation. That was a good place to start. We kaked about the fruit of the Spirit, which all
Christians are to demonstrate and grow in, andweware ready to move to talk about the gifts of the
Spirit.
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