Spirit, Church, & Last Things Lecture 5, page 1
Gifts of the Holy Spirit

In this lecture we continue studying the ministioéshe Holy Spirit and now we are up to the gdfs
the Spirit. | have seven principles to cover andaneenot going to solve every problem. | will mentia
few books before we start. An outstanding book.&.[Carson’s boolShowing the Spirit: A
Theological Exposition of 1 Corinthians 12:He is one of my favorite writers in general. @arsvill
totally please no one but he tries to be very faitto Scripture. His own conclusions are to cldimat
second blessing theology is a mistake. On the dthed, he says that attempts he has seen to show th
some gifts—other than perhaps apostle or prophete-baased, are not convincing to him either. He
really tries to work with Scripture and | respers tieatment very much. One godly writer who thinks
the gifts have ceased is Richard Gaffin, in hisky&zrspectives on Pentecosinother worthy book is
God’s Empowering Presence: The Holy Spirit in tleétdrs ofPaul, by Gordon Fee. He takes a
charismatic perspective although he is not exacthaditional charismatic in some ways. GordoniBee
an Assemblies of God minister and a world-famowdgssor of the New Testament. He is now at
Regent College in Canadaod’s Empowering Presenccertainly an important book. | think that he
too rejects the second work of grace, but he aeytaiolds to the gifts offered today. We must make
decisions in a very careful way, working with thgoatle Paul and avoiding the excesses that others
have made. Another work that is more toward theat@mist side, the idea that some of the sigss gift
have ceased, is by Anthony Hoekema, calledgues and Spirit Baptism: A Biblical and Theotad)i
Evaluation One of the evaluations on the back cover ofbloak says it is “irenic in spirit.” That is
characteristic of Hoekema. He does not attack dibkevers. And his book shows that peaceful spirit
am not going to have all the answers on this isBueat least some things seem clear in this area.
Frankly | have not studied this as much as | wailkdel but | am making a beginning. So bear with me
and let us see what good things we can discov@épitis Word.

The gifts of the Spirit bring up the issue of theie sovereignty-human responsibility tension. @he
the perspectives on the Word of God that | havadamost helpful is this tension—this paradox
between God'’s control of all things and genuine aaraccountability—we saw under the fruit of the
Spirit when we said the Spirit gives the fruit. idesovereign but human responsibility is not denwe
are still to walk in the Spirit. We find the sanemsion, as a matter of fact, all the way throughBible

in its presentation of almost everything. The crais€hrist is one example. Human responsibilitinis
view in that it is the greatest crime in the higtof the world. Caiaphas, Judas, and Pilate ardéygfi
great sin. At the same time, God’s eternal planlfdled precisely in the cross. So here we hawéhb
God’s control and human responsibility, even hummalpability, in the same event. You can see that
tension in Acts 2:23 and Acts 4:27-28. | will juséntion the passages and let you look at them an yo
own. The conspiracy against Christ that highlighisnan responsibility only accomplishes what God’s
power and will had decided beforehand should happhith certainly accents divine control. | findsh
a common biblical perspective. On the one handorinthians 12 says the Spirit is sovereign in the
bestowal of gifts. We read in 1 Corinthians 12:44tt‘all these are the work of one and the samatSpi
and He gives them to each one just as He wills€ $hirit is sovereign in the bestowal of gifts.

| know some believers who have been frustratedttiegt did not have the gift of teaching. There is
nothing wrong with seeking gifts. We are going ¢e shat in a moment. It is fine to test one’s &pdit
teaching and ask the Lord to bless one’s mini&ug.some believers are needlessly frustrated. Tirou
trial and error you may honestly seek God and gitémserve God under the authority of the elders o
leaders in your local church. In that process, @lith the pastors and so forth, you may conclinaé t
you do not have certain gifts. If the Lord has giwen you the gift of teaching, He does not wani @
spend all your days being frustrated about thdtrddher to find out what gifts He has given youl dor
you to use them to the glory of God. And He wamts {0 be content with how He has made you and
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equipped you. So God'’s sovereignty is in place Hareso is human responsibility because believers
are exhorted in a couple of places to seek spirgifis. The last verse in 1 Corinthians 12 says,
“Eagerly desire the greater gifts.” And 1 Corintigal4:1 says, “Follow the way of love and eagerly
desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of phgey.” Thus there is God’s sovereign bestowal kieaps
me from frustration. But it is not a let go and®ad and do nothing theology either. If, in the eaoh
God's sovereignty, we are passive as Christiaes), te are wrong. We have not worked it all out well
We are to be active as Christians and we are tioedggiritual gifts. We are to be open to God’s
equipping us to serve Him and we are then to geteaand serve the Lord. So it would be good teeer
in a number of different capacities in order td tag gifts and our service and ministries in tivay
under the Lord.

We see from the first few verses in chapter 12 @btinthians that there is a danger of abusingjifie.
Paul writes, “Now about spiritual gifts, brothekslo not want you to be ignorant.” Apparently they
were ignorant, at least to some extent. 1 Corinthiasays they were loaded with gifts as a chuBah.
as you know from reading through the letter, theyadso loaded with problems. So being gifted gy th
Holy Spirit does not do away with all problems. Pgaes on to say, “You know that when you were
pagans, somehow or other you were influenced ahdde&ay to mute idols. Therefore I tell you that n
one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says,uddse cursed,” and no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord,’
except by the Holy Spirit.” It is hard for me toegvimagine that they might consider you could say
“Jesus is cursed,” and that could be of the Spireod. But certainly they were having some difficzs
and some of the things he writes in the versesftiiaiv are designed to correct abuses. Some felt
superior because they had certain gifts and apfpatbey were telling others that they were superio
too. Others felt inferior because they lacked temgits. Here too, Paul writes to correct abusetheir
church.

Here is an interesting thing that | learned—a wofud¢hing. The gifts reflect both unity and divéys
Here is how. The gifts are given by the Trinitaraad Himself. They are thus a reflection of thenifyi
in the life of the church. Here is what | meansFE{€orinthians 12:4-6 says that there are diffekends
of gifts, which means diversity. But the same $gives them, which means unity. There are differen
kinds of service, which is again diversity. But #@me Lord ensures unity. There are different kofds
working, which indicates diversity. But the samedGworks all of them in all people.

Let us interpret Spirit, Lord, and God. | thinkgtpretty plain that “Spirit” means the Holy Spirit

“Lord” most often in Pauline writings means the daresus. Thus God would be a reference to God the
Father. | thus detect a Trinitarian reference. 3&mme Holy Spirit, the same Lord Jesus, and the same
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ are alltimeed. | admit it is an interpretation. But | dortk

it is correct because of the combination of the¢hiVe have a sameness emphasized three times. It i
like saying it is the same Trinity, the same Tginthe same Trinity, except all three persons ef th
Godhead are mentioned, and with each one we haeesdy. It is one and the same God, the Holy
Spirit, who gives different kinds of gifts. So wéive have a diversity of giftedness in the chuRayl

is also arguing for unity. That is why he keepssgythe same” when he mentions different persdns o
the Godhead. The diversity of the gifts is perfecimpatible with the unity of the Spirit becauke t
same Spirit gave the gifts. Furthermore, therenateonly gifts but there are ministries, which sedm

be what the word “service” means. There are diffekends of ministries of service but the same Lord
Jesus Christ. The ministries are presented hetegasl between the lines trying to understand what
Paul means, as ministries done unto the Lord Jéktist. They are acts of service done to Christs Th
will color the whole way | serve in the churchtifs the same Lord Jesus who is responsible fahafie
different ministries going on in His name. Onceiagee have diversity, this time of ministries iretie
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of gifts. Presumably we have the gifts to perfoh@ ministries. This time it is the same Lord Jesus
Christ and there are different kinds of working.

| see a progression. Gifts are given to us thainigit serve the Lord, but even there we need theepo
of God at work in our ministries if there will beylasting fruit. We can be gifted and we can sénve
our own strength and for our own glory, but to fetripve or to build our own little empire would not
honor God and edify other people. We are to seekGaessing and His working with our gifts
through our ministries because He is the same @ddrather who works all of them in all men. Paul
here is setting up for what He is going to sayhim verses that follow. He emphasizes the unithef t
body of Christ, the diversity of the members, amel\arious gifts God has given them in the various
ministries in the local church to which He hasedlthem. They have unity in the working of God the
Father in all those different people and in themistries. Is that not a beautiful thing? | rejoioethat.

Because the Trinity is one, these gifts, serviod,working are unified in God’s plan. It is probabl
already time for us to take a little spiritual ckep. Are we using our gifts in the service of therd.in
our local church? There is just no such in the Nestament as a Christian who is not serving, who
does not have some kind of a ministry. That is payour devotion to Christ. It is part of your gee

to Him. We each need to get busy. You might sagpiltrying to be a faithful husband, a faithfuhiat.

It is impossible to also try to have a ministry¢dn understand the need to balance things. | have
encouraged students over the years to cut badkedncdommitments when they try to do too much in a
local church. But you have to do something, evea lousy lifestyle. There are some who are real
activists and their temptation would be to do sewemstries when they are going to school and mot d
enough reading. On the other hand, there are thbeere passive and whose temptation is to stay in
that library forever. You can hardly root them tmgo to the church services. You need to find a
balance. Wherever your instincts lie, do not naglee other side.

In all we need to promote the unity of the bodybirist. If your use of your gifts is not to creataty,
then something is wrong. | am impressed with Pamtsds in 1 Timothy 1 where he says the goal of
our instruction is love that comes from a pure heagood conscience, and a sincere faith. | have
known certain people with a real gift of teaching there is a problem in the way they use it beeaius
does not promote love. If we are gifted by Godhia &rea of teaching, we should see fruit in our
ministries in this way. We should see greater limveéGod and greater love for other people. | haens
good minds and gifted teachers use their teachimgrh Christians against each other. There isa to
confront error, to correct it, and to point it @ error. But our teaching had better promote tve
something is wrong with us. First Corinthians 18nscially placed. The love chapter is in betwdsn t
two spiritual gifts chapters. It is no accidenttthas there. Love is the lubrication that makies t
machinery of the church and the spiritual gifts thia way they should. We really need to always be
reminded of the fruit of the Spirit, which is lowend then the rest. Likewise we find the same timn
Corinthians 13. So the gifts reflect unity, oreadt they should. They should promote unity and
diversity. We should rejoice when others have beijifts than we do in certain areas. We shouldicejo
because that too is to the glory of God and we tieeid gifts and ministries even as the body ofigthr
as a whole needs ours.

One might ask if the gifts should also promote gatiVersity. The answer, of course, is yes. Oull goa
not to make little clones. Our goal is not to makerybody have exactly the personality of the pasto
Pastors should realize that they need the sairts the work of the ministry. More and more Bible-
believing pastors are seeing their role as equpfeetrain the church leaders and then the peaogieei
church to do that work of ministry. It is not juke gifts that promote diversity. It is the Godhedt
promotes diversity. After all, God is one, but Gedhree in one. The gifts the Spirit bestows, the
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ministries done to Christ, and the working of tla#her are varied. They vary with person, with age,
with sex, and with the particular situation in #f@nd they are wonderful. We should rejoice in that
great diversity. Pastors need to promote the peaogiave ministries for the Lord. Sometimes thedLor
leads the church in ways that surprise us becéase are ministries that we did not plan to leaé. W
need to let the Lord lead us. Leadership is to@getleadership. Everybody is not to do what iktrig
his own eyes, but godly leaders are open to thet'Speading even through the people. When
somebody gets a burden for a particular ministrg,dlders and leaders need to really take that into
account and seek the Lord and be open to a diyéhsit was perhaps from the Lord that they did not
even plan or realize. So both elements are to lhasized. Diversity and unity are both importamt fo
the proper functioning of the body of Christ.

The various gifts are given by the Spirit as Head®s in order to promote the common good of the
church. Let us look at how the concepts of divgrarid unity are weaved throughout 1 Corinthians
12:7-11. Paul begins by saying, “Now to each omdaith indicates diversity. Then he says, “The
manifestation of the Spirit is given for the comngwod,” which is unity again. Whatever gifts and
ministries and workings we have are given for thigpose. First of all, they are for the glory ofds0
That goes without saying. It is assumed. But ims&eof the work in the church, they are for the camnm
good of the body of Christ. Paul continues by sgyfiiio one there is given through the Spirit the
message of wisdom, to another the message of kdge/ley means of the same Spirit, to another faith
by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healingligt one Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to
another prophecy, to another distinguishing betvwagerits, to another speaking in different kinds of
tongues, and to still another the interpretatiotoafjues.” Notice he has listed all different giftbere

is diversity again. All these in their diversityeahe work of one and the same Spirit. That isyusngfain.
And He gives them to each one just as He determ8®snce again the principle continues. Different
gifts are given by the same Spirit and in this eghthey are given sovereignly for the good of the
whole. It is a beautiful harmony that God envisions

We have body imagery throughout the passage.dhésaus a number of things. One thing is that
believers belong to each other. They are one imsChin 1 Corinthians 12:12 Paul says, “The bodg is
unit, though it is made up of many parts; and thoalljits parts are many, they form one body.” When
you think about it, it is a marvelous thing indebd way our bodies are made. Our eyes are just
tremendous cameras that last for so many yearsantthually take color pictures of the world. ltas
amazing thing. And so it is with many of our menshékfter that previous statement about the human
body, Paul goes on to say, “So it is with Christé makes a comparison of the human body with its
many members and its unity to the body of Christl Corinthians 12:13 Paul explains this by saying,
“For we were all baptized by one Spirit into onelpe-whether Jews or Greeks, slave or free—and we
were all given the one Spirit to drink.” We belaiogeach other because by virtue of the work of God
the Holy Spirit, we were incorporated into the droely of Christ. Then Paul continues by saying, “Now
the body is not made up of one part but many.” Tlagar he says, “As it is, there are many partsolet
body.” Here it means many parts of the church Ime&t lnody of Christ. There is that notion of belomgin
to each other. With our differences we are yet @uwnsequently, Christians need each other.

We not only belong to each other, but you can raeetw Christian tomorrow or tonight that you never
knew before and in a manner of minutes you candéahship. Is that not true? You can feel that you
have more in common with that new acquaintance yoarhave with friends or even relatives that you
have known for decades or all of your life. Theraispiritual bond there for which God gets theyglo
Consequently we not only belong to each other luheed each other. The church needs your gifts.
And you need the gifts and ministries of otherthim church. We need each other if the church is to
function as God intended.
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The inconspicuous gifts are as important as themouoous. In 1 Corinthians 12:14 Paul says, “The
body is not made up of one part but of many.” Can picture a body being one huge eyeball? We
would have problems getting around, no doubt. W leaur imagination, but we are not made that way.
“Now the body is not made up of one part but of yndhthe foot should say, ‘Because | am not a hand
| do not belong to the body,’ it would not for thebson cease to be part of the body.” An inconspis
part of the church is as important to God as tlapleein the limelight. Whether because of authority
office in the church, gifts, personality, or whageelse, some are more in the shadows. Others &ne i
limelight. They are all important, God says. Yowwsime a pastor and | will show you somebody who
appreciates the hard workers when it is vacatidieBichool time. That requires a team effort. H is
work of the whole church. And pastors appreciatppewho faithfully pray for the work of the

ministry. We need each other. And Paul goes omayp“#f the ear should say, ‘Because | am not aa ey

| do not belong to the body,’ it would not for theson cease to be part of the body.” The eardvoul
just not be thinking right. And Paul is writing timose who thought themselves relatively unimportant
next to their flashier brothers and sisters. Hessaythem, you are just as important: “If the whiodely

was an eye, where would the sense of hearing libe iffhole body was an ear, where would the sense
of smell be? But in fact God has arranged the patise body, every one of them, just as He wants
them to be. If they were all one part, where wdbklbody be? As it is, there are many parts, bat on
body.” So those of you who think you are an elbaneecap, or a heel, rejoice. The body needs all
those parts and more as well. | am being ridicylofisourse.

Furthermore, each member of the body needs the wibmbers. No one is self-sufficient. We are all
dependent on the others. First Paul talked abeunttonspicuous, those who saw themselves as
unimportant. And he told them that they really ianportant. Now he talks about those who were
perhaps more in the limelight and who thought teye really important—those who may think
something like: “I can sing like a nightingale.d dot need those other people.” “You do need therot
people,” the Lord says. You are not sufficient ausself because you are not the whole body. “Tlee ey
cannot say to the hand, ‘I do not need you! Angl ltlead cannot say to the feet, ‘I do not need youa!’
the contrary, those parts of the body that seebe toweaker are indispensable.” A bit later Paulegit
“But God has combined the members of the body asdgiven greater honor to the parts that lacked it
so that there should be no division in the bodytbat its parts should have equal concern for each
other. If one part suffers, every part suffers \itittf one part is honored, every part rejoiceswi.”

That is how the church should function. We shoulars the sorrow of others as if it were our sorrow
because in a very real sense it is. We belongatoptarson. You might say, “But honestly | do nkéli
that person so much. | would never choose him pabka close friend.” That is right; you do not
choose. God chooses and you may not have to Ipesitgtifriends with everybody in the church. You
cannot be. But we do need to love each other, denstand that the others need our ministries aaid th
we need theirs and to affirm that unity of the bofihrist. Likewise, when God gives honor to
members of the church, we should rejoice with tlaeh not be jealous because in a sense, we are being
honored since they are part of us even as we arefp@hrist and part of them as well.

Apparently God has done some ranking of gifts atiogrto importance. In 1 Corinthians 12:27-28 we
are told, “Now you are the body of Christ, and eanh of you is a part of it. And in the church G
appointed first of all apostles, second prophéisg teachers, then workers of miracles, also those
having gifts of healing, those able to help oth#vese with gifts of administration, and those gjpeg

in different kinds of tongues.” | do not have &létanswers on the cessationist question. | would ha
hard time with somebody today trying to convincetima he or she is an apostle in the biblical sense
since apostles were eyewitnesses of the resurr€ttest and commissioned by the Lord to be His
witnesses. Consider Acts 1 where a successor fasdwas chosen. It looks to me like apostles in tha
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sense have ceased. | am nervous about prophetswltkere are different definitions of prophetst, bu
they are spokesmen for God throughout the Old Trestaand on into the New. | am nervous about
those as well. In any case, | am ahead of myself.

There is a ranking here of gifts by God himselfit Bccording to importance? Maybe it is. Certaithig
apostles and the prophets were the foundationh®réry cornerstone Christ they laid the foundation
of the Christian church. And we are their debtarthat way. It is a mistake, according to versear29

30, to say that possession of any one spirituaiggssential, either for salvation or for servi€eou
belong to a church that thinks otherwise, | wipect you. | just ask you to hear me out on thigll

try to persuade you based on Scripture. If | canihen | do not even want to try if | cannot doritthe
basis of the Scriptures. But we are allowed togtisa with each other in love. Our fellowship isdzhs

on the Lord Jesus Christ and the Word of God. Aechave that in common. So our fellowship is not at
stake here.

A very precise translation of those verses would'Ak are not apostles, are they?” Without turning
this into a full-blown Greek grammar lesson, | wall you that Greek has two different negativest ih
uses in questions in order to reveal the expectsder in the mind of the speaker. This is not Irifid.

If the speaker is the devil, it is likely to beia. lif the speaker is some fallible human beingt trould

be mixed up too. But here the speaker is an apggtaking under the inspiration of the Holy Spsit,

it is not a mistake. The terms indicate whetheositve or a negative answer is expected. Heme it i
consistently the same adverb, the same term, whicbed in the questions to indicate a negativevans
is expected. The meaning is, all are not aposdtesthey? No. And right on down the line. Every one
uses the same term. All are not prophets, are tNey?All are not teachers, are they? No. All do not
work miracles. All do not have the gifts of healirdl do not speak in tongues, do they? No.

Then remember 1 Corinthians 12:13, which says, tM&ee all baptized by one Spirit into one body.”
That is the universal experience of every membdéhatf church. On the other hand, there is no ofte gi
that they all have. That is a good way to saycbading to verses 29 and 30. According to verse 13,
they all received the baptism of the Holy Spinicaorporating them into the body of Christ, makihgrh
Christians. On the other hand, there is not evengiiih that they all possessed. Therefore possessio
one particular gift is not essential for eithewsaibn or service. The possession of the Holy Sgiri
essential for salvation. He is the one who ap@agation to us in the first place and that isftret

place we started when we talked about the mingstfeéhe Spirit. And He has given every one of us a
gift, or more than one gift. We are not denying tiBat we are just saying | cannot hold up my gifd
say that if you do not have that one then you @adlyr not spiritual or you cannot serve the Lord.

Some have even said historically that you are r@@hmstian unless you have received the baptistheof
Holy Spirit as a second work of grace evidencegpmsaking in tongues. | am thankful that that i®eyv
rare teaching now. More have said that you do agelthe Holy Spirit for service unless you have
spoken in tongues as evidence of the baptism dfithe Spirit. | do not see how that can be justifley
this passage. D.A. Carson agrees in the book lioresdt to you earlier. Actually, all four of those
writers, if | understand Gordon Fee correctly, aas@mblies of God minister, agree on the pointtl jus
said. | give Fee great credit for going with thei@ares. He still identifies himself as a charisima
Christian, but he begs to differ with his own demaation on that point, that there is not one pafic
gift that is an infallible and necessary evidentpassession of the Spirit. | say this to help you
understand my spirit in sharing my view. Thereasrancor.

Maybe the most important thing to say of all istleae is indispensable for the proper functionaig
the spiritual gifts. Without love the gifts are wehhat God intended them to be. Paul says, “If b&ga
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the tongues of men and of angels but have notllave only the resounding gong, or a clanging
cymbal.” You can have the most tremendous giftspafech and teaching and anything else, but if you
lack love, it is going to sound like noise. Pawrlsays, “If | have the gift of prophecy and fathalin
mysteries and all knowledge and if | have faitht t@n move mountains but have not love, | am
nothing.” It is better to be quiet in the churclydu are not going to edify. Paul mentions seliHéae
saying, “If | give all | possess to the poor andender my body to the flames but have not lo\ggih
nothing.” First Corinthians 13 is strategically géa in order to warn us, lest we get excited abwait

gifts and forget the Giver of the gifts. We migleicbme excited about what God is doing in our great
ministries and forget about God whom we are seraimgjthe people we are supposed to be building up.
We can hardly put too much emphasis on love inrégard.

The Corinthians were filled with gifts. But theyatked to be taken back to kindergarten and be taaght
love each other the way they should. They werergetiarried away. They needed some order, some
discipline, and they needed lots and lots of ldves. remarkable. It is described for us. He wiblt et us
get away with some kind of vague description ofi¢. says in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, “Love is patient,
love is kind. It does not envy, it does not bo#ss not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-kawy, it is

not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongseldoes not delight in evil but rejoices with theh.

It always protects, always trusts, always hopegags perseveres. Love never fails.” That is a great
description of love. We are turning up all kindggobd passages for devotions in this study. Hetteels
remarkable thing: the other gifts will pass awagading to the following verses. My understanding
from the context is that Paul is speaking of trmed coming of Christ. What do | think of usingstlais
a proof text to teach cessationism, by saying‘thlhen that which is perfect” is a completed Biblef
not think very much of it. It is not what he iskizg about in the context. The gifts will pass avisay
love will last forever. That is a remarkable thilsm we want to strive to be excellent in love. Tikat
more important than any gift. “These three rem#aith, hope, and love, but the greatest of these is
love.”
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