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Systemic Summary of Election, |

Let us go back to R.C. Sproul’'s bodkosen by God, and review a bit. At the bottom of page 118, R.C.
Sproul says, “Regeneration precedes faith.” Whasdbat mean? Well, | think we might be able to say
it a little clearer than this. The word, “precedesuses us to think in terms of time. Actually,
regeneration and faith normally occur at the saraeent. We can conceive of things that are
simultaneous in terms of time but where theress ahuse and effect. So | would agree with hins. It
like flipping on the light switch, which causes tights to come on. It is instantaneous for allgnses
unless you are an electrician. But the flippingha switch is the cause of illumination in the rodm
would agree with him that when God gives us nee lif causes us to believe in Christ. In fact, ¢her

a debate among evangelical Christians about wmehcomes first in terms of cause and effect. And
good people disagree. | think Sproul could be eleathen he says, “precedes.” Somebody could get
the idea that we are born again one week and vievieed couple of months later. That is not what he
intends. He intends that it all happens at once.f@th is a reflex reaction to the grace of Godtthas
invaded our lives.

One student has pointed out how Sproul’s book ligflieto him because prior to reading this, he had
nagging doubt that perhaps he would have doneterljeb than Adam. But after reading page 93, he
saw that the Lord really did choose Adam as adiadt just representative. In fact, we really woudtl n
have done a better job than he did.

Another issue that true believers disagree ontlieabook mentions is whether or not we can lose our
salvation. Sproul claims that we cannot, and tlaeeemany verses that back that up. | would agree,
although | would admit there are verses on therdiue that appear to be problematic. But | do egre
Although Sproul’s book is not really about that jgah, he covers all different areas. One area béatie
among evangelical Christians is whether or not arefall away from God’s grace after He has saved
us. It seems to be really clear that we cannot.

How does the issue of predestination affect evasigél | will tell you with embarrassment that in the
history of Christian theology and in the historyreligion, those who have held to the same view of
predestination as Sproul (and I) have, at timespaen zealous for the Gospel. | am ashamed tthaay
because whatever else is right in the world, thatrong. The Bible is so plain that it is the Larevill

for us to get the Gospel out to every human bdiegus go to that now. This is as good as any time.

Why evangelize? | have three reasons. We talkedtdbese before. First, we evangelize because we
are ignorant of whom the elect are. God is God.af¢enot God. It is His work to elect. It is His Wwdo

die and rise again. It is His work to open hedktts 16 says, “As Paul preached the Gospel, thd Lor
opened Lydia’s heart to respond to the things Ragl telling her.” Paul could not do that to anybedy
heart. Neither could Peter. Neither can we. Ongyltbrd can do those great works of salvation. Viée ar
ignorant of whom the people of God are. We do mavkwho they are, so our job is to love the people
the Lord brings into our lives, pray for them, shdre good news with them, and look for God to work
in their lives. So why do we evangelize if God bhesen some people and not others? Because we do
not know who the elect are. They do not come wighEs on their shirts.

Second, why do we evangelize? | do not oppose 8prmswer: we evangelize because God has
commanded it. That is a good answer. But we cabepdeeper than that. This is why he has
commanded it. He is God. He alone knows the idenfithe elect. We do not. So, the second reason is
because God has ordained and uses the means af{p@sgerson contact to bring people to Himself.
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A comment was made that Sproul suggests that regfeneis the work of God alone. Is Sproul doing
justice to the biblical emphasis upon preachingtaadhing and the need to get the Gospel out? Maybe
he is not, but | would not adjust what he said &lbegeneration because it simply is the work of God
alone. We cannot make ourselves alive to God. Bulhé same token, God does use means in bringing
people to Himself. We can cite examples from owrgday lives. Our ultimate confidence in our health
and well-being as individuals is not in our exegqisograms. It is not in taking vitamins or in wiya¢at
shape we keep ourselves in. Rather, our confidisnoeGod to take care of us, is it not? Ultimgtel

We trust in Him for our well-being. And yet we dib things to stay healthy. For example, we probably
eat every day. We try to sleep every day. And itilddoe good if we could have an exercise program to
take care of our bodies. That is, we do not seenmpatibility between our doing things to take cafre
ourselves and God'’s sovereignty. For somebodyyp“§éell, why am | not eating again for the fifth
straight day and not sleeping? Oh, because Gaodcdlsarge.” That would be foolish. That is, we
understand that God uses means in the area ofjtakie of us. We give Him the credit for takingecar

of us but we also take care of ourselves under Gaglthe same way in providing for our familidhe
person who would say, “Oh, | trust God to providerhy family so | do not need to work,” would be a
foolish person indeed. Why? Because God uses m&hasiormal way He provides for families is
through people being gainfully employed. We dolmte any problem seeing God as the ultimate
provider—not ourselves, not our disability prograide is the ultimate provider and yet we go to work

In the same way, God is the Savior. He alone ctobisepeople. He alone dies and rises again to save
them and He alone unlocks their hearts, but He nses1s. There are two kinds of people in the world
and they are both sinners. There are those whstilirenforgiven sinners and there are those, like
ourselves, who are forgiven sinners. Here is Gpdigram. He uses forgiven sinners who do not forget
that they are still sinners to reach out in comjossand mercy to those who are still unforgivenutdo

He have chosen some other way? Could He have $gliakgel dust on the elect to bring them to
Himself? | do not know. | guess so. | do not lipesulation myself. But I tell you what. He has not
chosen to do it that way. He has chosen to usepeosperson contact in witnessing the Gospel.

Third, why do | evangelize if God is the sovereligmd who saves His people with or without me?
Actually, God saving people by election gives usfittence that He will bring results. Revelationntia
5 has people from every tribe and tongue and peoplenation around the throne of the Lamb,
worshipping Him. So we can go with confidence tg paople group, situation, or language and learn
the language and share the Gospel and expect Gwddace results.

So, instead of turning off evangelism, an emphasi&od’s sovereignty should stimulate evangelism
and encourage us to look for results. It should plerify our means in evangelism. We do not need to
use any tricks, hype, or arm-twisting, becausee@ly cannot save people, can we? We need to firesen
the Gospel. We do not try to make it as hard asawefor people to be saved. You know we do not do
that. We plead with people to be reconciled witid@® Corinthians 5). We do need to invite them to
receive the Savior, to believe in His name. Andwetcan stay away from all kinds of manipulation
because it does not do any good. It gives peofde tssurance. And there are people who we meet who
tell us, “Oh, | have tried that. | have tried JeSudhen, in fact, they were manipulated and thellye

did not taste the grace of God for themselves. Ny are worse off than if they had not heard thie

first place.

The question is often asked, “Can we not grow wé&amg share the Gospel with the same people and
even our families?” Sharing the Gospel with yodatiees can be the hardest thing. When you share
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with them, do you try to push the Gospel on thero@ ¥annot do that. After a while, it is discouragin
Here is an encouraging passage in John 15. Aféevitie and the branches, Jesus said some amazing
things in John 15, verses 18 and following: “If therld hates you, keep in mind that it hated mt filf
you belong to the world it would love you as itsrovAs it is, you do not belong to the world, binave
chosen you out of the world. That is why the wdrides you.” It is the one place in Bible | know e
the Son of God is spoken of as the author of @ectRemember the words | spoke to you. No servant
is greater than his master. If they persecutedimes, will persecute you also.” That is a word of
realism. It can be so hard, especially with peogdove. It is a godly Christian who does not buiful
walls in the workplace, neighborhood, or family wte or she is rebuffed or persecuted day after day
So realism says we can expect them to reject ushen@ospel. But we should make sure that it is not
because we are being obnoxious but because offérese built into the Gospel itself. We do not want
to be offensive. But there is good news! The nexse, John 15:20, says, “If they obeyed my teaching
they will obey yours also, because a servant igredter than his master.” Jesus received two ns&so
to his ministry. (By the way, this was already aatuced in John chapter 1.) The first response Jesus
receives is the negative one: “He came to his awchhas own received him not.” Then comes the
positive one: “As many as received Him...” Johimdicating the realism of the situation. More peopl
are going to reject our witness than accept it Somte will accept it. “If they obeyed my teachititggy

will obey yours also.” So the fact that Jesus gat tesponses to His ministry assures us as Higpthsc
that we are going to get two responses. If it werefor the grace of God, we would have no confagen
and there would be no positive response. So tHankard that He does still work today, that He gsin
people to Himself. We are evidence of that. In sofhaur cases, people prayed for us and were gatien
with us for years. | knew a godly man whom the Leasted. A few years later he saved his brother and
together they prayed for another unsaved brothretGo/ears until he was won to Christ. And thel} sti
had another brother, a fourth one who was notiavel | think he passed away in that condition.

So whom are we to evangelize? Okay. We were talkbayt why, but what about the question of
whom? With whom should we share the Gospel? Tcetpesple God brings into our lives. Well, then
the question comes, “Is that rather haphazard anldhwe look for the hand of God in our lives?” Of
course we should. Is the providence of God notaiper and active in our lives? Yes. And the Lord
does not give us burdens for people or bring pempbeour lives without a purpose. | am not saytinat
we know God'’s plan perfectly. We cannot just gadiig up the elect and the non-elect. We cannot.
The Bible warns us. Everybody would have thoughk&a3uvas one of God’s people. He fooled all of the
disciples. The man went out to betray the Mastdrthay thought he was either making a contribution
to the poor or buying something for the feast. 80 gan be fooled. On the other hand, we can think
people are beyond the grace of God, but look atlyiney thief. | tell you, if the man’s mother weaie
saint, she would not have had any confidence Hatiioy was saved. She would have thought, “He is a
bad boy. He is getting what he deserves. He hademenl people. He has done terrible things.” But
God'’s grace reached him.

So, we are not infallible on this. Underneath thamility to let God be God, we look for God to work
And we get up in the morning and say, “Lord, brpgpple into my life. Use me as You would.” The
hard part, however, is seeing the same unsavedepdayp after day on the job. Somehow, we do not
seem too wonderful to them. As a matter of factceve be a big pain in their sides and drive them
crazy. They may not like us, but the Lord has défe purposes. Maybe He wants to refine us, and in
His grace He sometimes reaches in and grabs sothes# people. | do not have all the answers.
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It is time for us to tie things together. After,dHis is a course in systematic theology. We tiole and
studied the big passages that deal with electiomn®@éd to wrap them up and pull them together in a
way that gives us some coherence.

| am on page 25 dfhosen by God, and we are working with a systematic summaryedten, an
overview. We are especially interested here imnafhastle Paul’s teaching at the bottom of 25. Do you
see where | am? Paul teaches on the time of eheatid then on the basis of election. On page 26, it
addresses double predestination, which is a hgrdgandeed. Then Paul talks about the plan and
means of salvation and the goal of it, and finalbput the believers’ response on page 27.

Look back at page 25. The first matter is Paulhantime of election. Paul alone in the Bible, grse to
me, gives us the timing of God’s election. In Epaes 1:4 he says that “God chose us in Christ befor
the creation of the world.” That is not the onhag where God said it. If He said it clearly ortbat is

all He had to do, but He also says it in 2 Timott§. There we learn that God purposed to grant us
grace before the beginning of time, before thenetleaiges, or as one translator rendered it, “befthre
eternity.” Why does God tell us that He chose usreecreation? What is He doing by saying that?
What is the Lord’s point? Why does he tell us thEtt@ answer is that it is one way of telling ud te
have nothing to do with God’s choosing us. God esays it more explicitly than this. If election is
before creation, it is one way of saying we did mae a whole lot to do with it. | cannot help thihk

of the words of Romans 9. Before Jacob and Esae la@mn or had done anything good or bad, God
chose one. And before any of us were born, beferevare even made, God chose us. Now there is a
guestion | cannot answer and that is, “Why in tloelevdid the Lord choose me?” | cannot answer that
one. In a minute | am going to say it is becauséad’s grace and will. The other answer is so Wt
would worship Him, O Christians. But there is nathin us to commend us to God. It is because Hde is
gracious God. Why did He not choose everybody?ratknow. Ask Him sometime. In other words,
He is free in His grace to choose whom He wanthtmse. He is not under obligation to choose us. In
His justice He could have allowed all of us to sufivhat we deserve for our sins. But in His mekbsy,
chose, before the creation of the world, to savéitudes and multitudes of people—billions of human
beings. Such a teaching at the end of that parhgragludes any effort on the part of human beings.
You say, “It is completely taking my hands off ofsalvation.” That is right. You say, “Well, | feel

like | am losing something. | am losing some cokitPéou never had it in the first place. You juséere

a little bit confused. And if you do take your haraff of it like that, you say, “It becomes more
wondrous to me.” | have more occasions to praise {6odoing for me what | could not do. It also
gives me a sense of security in the center of fayoes it make me want to run out and live like t
devil? Not if | am really saved, it does not. Ithea me grateful. It is like having an earthly fatho
says, “You are in trouble, son or daughter, buillllave you no matter what you do. There is nothin
you could ever do that would cause me to put ydwbmy family. You could turn your back on me or
do all kinds of things. | would still love you agdu would belong to our family.” Our heavenly Fathe
is like that. He is the Lord of creation and ofvedion, and the Bible teaches it. We did not makgpi

He planned redemption even prior to creation. $ahipg into some of those matters that He planned
before creation is not altogether wrong becaus®ibie talks about them. But | am not sure how
confidently we can claim to understand what weninotiie divine mind and in what order He processed
these things.

Now, let us talk about the basis of election. Reaglicitly gives the basis for God’s eternal elentiln
our study of John in Acts, we concluded that altifowe were not told the ground or basis of ele¢t@on
doctrine of God’s foreseeing man’s faith did notlie data. If we have time in this lesson, we leitlk

at a couple of those passages. Paul does not dmttndhat was said earlier. He tells us the anseved,
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we will look at it both negatively and positivelyirst of all, let us look at it negatively. The sasf
election is not human desire or effort. Paul telisegatively that the ultimate cause is mercy—waith
emphasis on the word “ultimate.” Of course we aneed because we believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.
But the question is “Why do we believe in the Ldassus Christ?” Well, because Jesus died in order to
save us. Is that as far back as we can go? NoBibhe says God did something before He even
created. He chose His people. The ultimate causerateceiving mercy is not human willing or
running (Romans 9:16), not human desiring or ddig,rather God’s freedom in showing mercy. In 2
Timothy 1:9, Paul teaches that God did not saveeggause of our doings, because of our works, but
because of His own purpose and grace. His purpu$éls grace are put over against our deeds. In 2
Timothy 1:9 Paul says, “God has saved us and caBdd a holy life, not because of anything we have
done, but because of His own purpose and grace.grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the
beginning of time, but it has now been revealedugh the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ,” and
so forth. “This grace was given us in Christ Jdsefere the beginning of time.” The fact that weda
received grace is not because of anything we hame.dn fact, God purposed to grant us that grace
before the creation of the world. So, | am mordlieitly discussing the basis of election. Firstadif in
negative terms, the basis is not our will or ourkso Positively, the basis is God’s love and Hif.wi

Let us go through this one last time. In answehéoquestion, “Why am | saved?” the Bible gives a
number of reasons. The immediate one is becausielbd in the Lord Jesus Christ when | heard the
Gospel, and that is a true answer. It does noifytitle answer of election, since the true ansiteam
saved because | believe,” is true. However, ibisthe ultimate answer. If you go further backs it
because somebody prayed for us, and the Lord bt@oghebody to us with the Gospel. You may have
taken a Gideon Bible out of a desk drawer and iteaca hotel room, or you may have had a different
experience. Further back than that, the only reasowere saved is because Jesus did something for u
in the first century. If He did not do that workr fas, we would not be saved, right? That is more
important than my faith. | am not saved apart frogpnfaith. But if | have faith in the wrong stuffaim

not going to be saved. Faith in the Lord JesussSthaves. Faith is the instrument. His work islyeal
what saved me. Is that the ultimate reason whyresaed? No. Because the Bible says before God
created the world, He chose a people for Himselfw8 are dealing with ultimate matters here.
Considered negatively, it is not what we do. Peslyi, in one word, it is God.

Can we be more specific? Yes. It is two things aléad. It is His will and His compassion. It is His
love and His choosing. It is His sovereignty and fiace. Paul also, at the top of page 26, sdts thoe
positive basis of election—the gracious will of Géte teaches that election is rooted in God’s good
pleasure, His will. Believers have been predestineshlvation according to the purpose of God who
affects all things according to the purpose of Wit (Ephesians 1). How emphatic Ephesians 1:11 is!
How many times in one verse does Paul have tot8a$im him we were also chosen..."—God is
choosing—"having been predestined..."—God’s chagsitiaccording to the plan of him who works
out everything in conformity with the purpose o Will.” The emphasis here is on God’s will. In
discussing the basis of election, the first grofordur election is God’s will and the second is ttive.

In 2 Timothy 1:9 it says that God purposed to gHistpeople grace before creation. God, as Creator,
has mercy on whomever He wills (Romans 9). Remeirttia¢? “I will have mercy on whom | have
mercy.” Here we find God’s sovereign will and Higrmy side by side. So that last reference combines
His will, His mercy, and His love. And that is iretethe apostle’s thought. The ultimate cause ofdrum
beings experiencing God’s mercy is not human desiedfort, but God’s freedom in showing mercy.
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Let us continue on in this emphasis on God’s lavéha reason why we are saved. God’s choice of His
people for salvation is an election based on HaegrWe will look at Romans 11 in a minute. “In
love”—in love—"He predestined us to the adoption as sons to elitnEphesians 1:5). In 2 Timothy
1:9 it is God’s grace that He purposed to gratueitevers before creation. Do you see the twofold
emphasis? If Janet says, “Professor, ultimately arh | saved?” My ultimate answer is, “Janet, yoa a
saved ultimately because of God'’s love and becalil&®d’s will.” Can | get any further back than
that? No. But the question is still, “Why did Heoose me?” Because He loved you and He chose to
save you. That is all He wrote. That is it. Thathis ultimate answer to the question as God hasated

it to us. And negatively, it is not our choice afhiand certainly not our goodness. Paul says Huoeatet
whom God loved beforehand, if my understandingpoéknowing is correct, He predestined to be
conformed to Christ’s image.

Next, Paul addresses double predestination. Pachés an election of the wicked as well as th#tef
righteous. This is not his main emphasis. And sbould not be our main emphasis either. This lshou
have a part in our ministries in the same proportiat the Bible mentions it, which is not often, 8
somebody makes a big deal about double predestmatiey are out of whack, in my estimation. They
are imbalanced. And if somebody meets you andkmtpabout that after two minutes, something is
wrong somewhere. Do you understand? Now maybe we maglected this thing completely, and that is
not right either. But we do not want to major omors. The Lord talks about election many times and
almost every time He talks about it, with the exmepof a few passages, He emphasizes why you, O
Christians, are indeed Christians. God sent Hie lgqeon you before He made the world. The purpose of
that is to make us thankful, to motivate us to g@elism, to motivate us to live for God, and to make
worshippers. In a couple of places in Scripture,apostle Paul does teach a double predestination.
will leave you to your own conclusions, but | alsast teach it if that is what he says.

In Romans 9:22-24, God as Creator prepared befodebessels of mercy for glorification. Paul’'s uge o
the potter imagery compels me to conclude thavéssels of wrath were people prepared beforehand
by God for destruction. This is not all the Bibkeshto say about the lost. Chiefly, it says theyl@se
because of their sins. Is that true? Yes, it is.t&tudy the judgment passages. People are conddome
what they thought, said, and did. Is that the w@dtereason why they are condemned? No. The ultimate
reason is that God contemplated them as sinnerblamtttermined to allow them to suffer the penalty
for their sins. So | am not saying that we aremdtiely the masters of our own fate. God justly
condemns us for our sins, and He is in charge efyeperson’s fate.

Let us turn to Romans 11, a passage that we hawtutied before. Romans 11:1 says, “I ask theah, di
God reject His people? By no means! | am an Ideaglyself, a descendant of Abraham, from the tribe
of Benjamin. God did not reject his people whomfélteknew.” Here is a test case. Does it mean He
foresaw what their responses would be, or doeg#mwhom he foreloved? Let us try it out. “Do you
not know what the scripture says in the passagetdfigah? He appealed to God against Israel.
‘Lord!’ Elijah cried out. ‘They have killed your pphets and torn down your altars and | am the only
one left and they are trying to kill me.” And whaas God’s answer to him? ‘I have reserved for niysel
7,000 who have not bowed the knee to Baal.” Yoy $arofessor, this looks like it fits the Arminian
model. God reserved for Himself the people He foesk That is, He looked forward and saw who
would bow the knee to Baal and who would not, ardchose the faithful ones, right?” Wrong. The
emphasis in the quotation in verse 4 is not whenat it. | will put it now on the words “reservedrf
myself” and watch how that reads in light of vesséAnd what was God’s answer to him? ‘I have
reserved for myself”—emphasis on God’s grace—"‘0Q@vho have not bowed the knee to Baal.” At
the present time, there is also a remnant chosgnamg. And if it is by grace then it is no longgr
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works; if it were, grace would no longer be grag#hat then?”—It sounds like Romans 9, does it not?—
“What then? What Israel sought so earnestly itaitlobtain, but the elect did. The others were
hardened.” Here is a remarkable thing. AccordinBdoonans 11:7, first century Israel is divided into
two subsets: the elect, or chosen ones, and tleesotWhat | am trying to say is, it looks to meelik
Romans 11:7, in this context, teaches the samg #srRomans 9. First century Israel consistedeof th
elect and the others. God, out of His grace, chuemey people for eternal life. God, out of his josti
permits many others to pay the penalty for theis sAdmittedly, there is a mystery here, yet Patd s
forth a doctrine of double predestination. | haveld the same. You see, it is hot a matter of whiag
or what | would do if | were God. | am not Goddties not matter what we like. Our job is to tryhasd
as we can to understand what God has said. If Hediasaid this, then do not believe it. Do not jus
believe it because | said it. But it looks to mattis exactly what is going on in Romans 9 and now
again in Romans 11.
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