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Systematic Summary of Election, ||

We are now discussing God’s plan and means of satvd am in the middle of page 26 Ghosen by
God by R.C. Sproul. Paul put God’s predestination of people into a larger plan of salvation.
Remember that section, “Those whom he foreknewéegstined...,” he called, he justified, and he
glorified. He loved His own before creation untorgfication in Christ's image. The work of salvatio

is planned and brought about by the Lord. So, ieleds part of a bigger plan. The point is, electi®

part of this big plan, and God then uses a meaafdotuate that plan, to bring it to pass. Thatst

the next paragraph says. God uses means to acebrapli implement His plan of salvation. He chose
His people in Christ. According to Ephesians 1 pgtned, from the beginning, to join them to Christ
in salvation. God granted us His grace in prospéanion with Christ before creation. In the fuléiseof
time, God manifested that grace through the appgarfi Jesus Christ.

Our point is this: God did not merely choose uscHese us and also planned to send His son to save
us. Not only that, but he planned to send His sg@rjoin us to His Son so that salvation mighuadiy

be ours. So election is not by itself. It is pdradoigger plan, and God brings that plan to p@ssl used
the initial sanctification of the Holy Spirit andith in the Gospel as His means to bring about His
eternal purposes. In 2 Thessalonians 2:13 Pau) ‘®yswe ought always to thank God for you, brathe
loved by the Lord, because from the beginning Guake you to be saved.”

Now here is how God planned to bring that salvasibaut. Here is His means. He chose you to be
saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirid &imrough belief in the truth. That is the mearat th
God used. The initial sanctification of the Spanitd faith in the Gospel are His means of savinddes.
called you to this through our Gospel (verse 14) {fou might share in the glory of our Lord, Jesus
Christ. Why does Paul teach these things? Thevegge makes it plain. “So then, brothers, stamd.fir
He teaches these things in order to give themlgtaioi their Christian lives. “Stand firm and hoth to
the teachings we passed on to you, whether by wombuth or by letter.”

So, the Bible puts election in as part of a bigy@ad shows that God uses means to implement that
plan. God called to salvation the vessels of maregm He had prepared beforehand for glory.
Remember that passage? “Vessels of mercy,” Pas) $aiom he prepared beforehand for glory.” That
includes us, whom he also called, not only from agnihe Jews, but also from among the Gentiles
(Romans 9:23- 24). God called, justified, and egienified, those whom he fore-loved and predestined
to salvation.

So, those five verbs of salvation in Romans 8:2&l30 speak of a big plan of salvation and of God
using means to bring His people to Himself. Theyeis clear. God had purposed salvation from
beginning to end. He has ordained the means taxgaah redemption through Christ to bring salvation
to His people and to keep them saved until tharifgtation.

What is God’s goal in electing a people for Him8alNell, we can answer this for believers and fod Go
Himself. Paul alone gives us God’s final goal tadvathich His election of His people moves. That goal
is the final confirmation of God’s people in holgseso that they may become like the Lord JesustChri
That way, believers are made like Christ, theittteo. Ephesians 1:4 says, “God chose us in himréefo
the creation of the world to be holy and blameleassis sight.” There is the purpose of electiond@o
ultimate goal is to finally sanctify us. Romans 8:2ays it a little bit differently: “Those whom God
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed tdikkeeess of his son that he might be the firstborn
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among many brothers.” Remember that passage? &e, tthe goal of election is ultimately conformity
to Christ. We are going to be like Christ. We aewer going to be a unique second person of the
Trinity. But like the Son of God, we are going tecbme glorified and completely made holy when we
are with the Lord.

Look at the top of page 27. Another way of lookaighe goal is in terms of glory. The end of satwat
is the glorification of the believer. That glorydsrtain in God’s plan. It is so certain that yould use
the same simple past tense for that future gloiyaasg did for the other aspects. The people of &ed
those whom God foreknew, predestined, called,fjadfiand glorified. The glory, which God’s people
will share, is the very glory of our Lord Jesus GhiWe just read that in 2 Thessalonians 2:14 Kéép
using the same passages and showing how theyttezsd different aspects of things. There we read
this: “Brothers, we are always to thank God for y@eause from the beginning God chose you to be
saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirid dimrough belief in the truth. God called you testh
through our Gospel that you might share in theygtdrour Lord Jesus Christ.” In Ephesians 1, in the
context of the work of the Trinity for salvationall teaches that the ultimate goal is cosmic. tib is
bring all things together in Christ. The saintseamth, the saints in heaven, and maybe even thet goo
angles, are in view there—perhaps also the redempfithe creation itself, such as is spoken of in
Romans 8 and in the last two chapters of the Billiere we learn of the new heaven and new earth.

What is the goal of election for God Himself? IH® glory, the praise of His grace. What should ou
response be to the fact that God has elected usthadbelievers as well? What should our respbese
to these things? On page 27, God is to be praigghesians 1:3 says, “Praise be to the God andrfathe
of our Lord Jesus Christ who has blessed us ildéa@enly realms with every spiritual blessing in
Christ. For he chose us, in him, before the creaticthe world...” The very context there is praise t
God for His grace as it says again in verse 6. &/Brsays, “In love he predestined us to be adagsed
his sons through Jesus Christ in accordance watipleasure and will to the praise of his glorious
grace.” What is my response when | read in thepBmes and learn that although | chose God, thg onl
reason | chose Him is that ultimately He chose midis praise for His sovereign grace that he ex¢end
to sinners like us. Christians, in fact, are totcarally thank God that He has elected many otteers
salvation besides themselves. That is the passadeep reading in 2 Thessalonians. There, Paul
writes, “But we ought always to thank God for ybwthers, loved by the Lord, because from the
beginning God chose you to be saved.” So we pfagkfor our own election and we praise Him for
the election of others.

We are to be emboldened to preach the Gospel, exgeesults. Let us go back to 1 Thessalonians 1
and answer the question, “How do we know that veeetect?” Or “How do we know that anybody is
elect?” Does 1 Thessalonians 1:4 say, “For we krmwathers loved by God, that he has chosen you
because we have figured out God’s secret counilihat is not what it says. Here is how we know He
has chosen us: “Our Gospel came to you, not simjilywords but also with power, with the Holy
Spirit, and with deep conviction.” The only way Weow people are chosen is when they believe the
Gospel of Christ. That is the only way. Now we knatwy they ultimately believe the Gospel of Christ
and we give God the credit for that as well. Wehdug grow in perseverance and service to God.

“So what?” you say. “What difference should it makeny life and ministry?” Look at number 1 on
page 27 under “Implications and Applications.”
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We are to give all the glory for our salvation todzalone. We are to praise Him for His grace, f& H
mercy, for His sovereignty, and for His wisdom. ¥fe to thank God that He has chosen other people
for salvation. Is that your first thought when ylear about a person you have been praying for? When
you hear they believe, do you say, “Thank you, &attor choosing them.”? We have to confess that we
do not. We are not as God-centered as we thinkreveraas we should be. Now, we may give God the
glory for their salvation and that is wonderful. \&&y, “Thank you, Lord, it is wonderful,” but

according to some of these passages, we also twmttank Him for choosing them. We ought to be
awe-struck in contemplation of God choosing us teetweation. Do you understand what we are
saying? | know what was on God’s mind before tleation of the world, dear fellow believers: us. fTha
is incredible. We were loved by God before timeaflis an everlasting love, indeed. God thoughtsof u
before He made the world.

We are to exalt in God’s sovereign grace givenstand in His comprehensive plan of salvation. God
wants us to have a deep sense of security. Hediakenided to keep us in line by threatening t@ tak
our salvation away from us. Instead, He has takeig ask, has he not? He said, “I love you
unconditionally. Nothing you can do can ever sejgayau from my love.” He is taking a risk there. He
must have confidence in His grace and Spirit. l4e apanks His children when we get out of line. But
He also assures us of our safety in Christ. We bieghave confidence in God at the same time tleat w
walk humbly before Him. What else can we do? Hedmasen us and we are His. Because we are His,
He is ours forever.

We ought never to despair—although we do not hayedtend that we are super-spiritual saints who
are never depressed, never have problems, nevaemsimever have weaknesses. We have all those
things and more. But we do not need to despaiwtnethe world does because things are never out
from under God'’s control. | do not know how to metfy read His plan. We are not pretending to.iBut
you ask me what the purpose is of those doublesgtedhtion passages, | am positive it is not ftesti
evangelism. After all, they are given in the bo6lRomans. The purpose of Romans is to get the Gospe
out. Look at Chapter 10 again. What is the purmdgbose passages? In the past, | have spokeruto yo
about the purpose of doctrines, the function ofare. It is not enough to know what the Biblecleas

but we should always ask the question, “Why doésaith what it teaches?”

Ask that question now for retribution. That is achane. Well, if the Bible really teaches somethiihg
does it for a reason. And there is a reason fotdhéble doctrine of reprobation. Romans 9 andvéte
written to comfort Roman Jewish Christians who églathat God’s promises to Israel had failed. They
had not failed. God had done exactly as He purpodeel Roman believers were to bow before God and
not question Him. They were to believe that He wasking out His will. We are to do the same. What
| am trying to say is that when difficult times cepwhen we evaluate how we feel or when we look
around and it looks like the kingdom of God is advancing, we need to take refuge that God is in
control whether it seems that way or not. Ultimatéod is going to win. If people reject Him, oppos
Him, and curse Him until the grave, it is a shahmeytwasted their lives since God is not going tohee
loser. God is going to be glorified one way or &eot It is a hard saying, indeed, but the reprobati
passages are written to persecuted Christiansctmuesige them that God is on the throne. He is in
charge of His universe. The fact that we are npearncing the results that we would like does not
mean that God’s plan has failed. It just meanskigtvays are not our ways. We are to be confident
that everything that God brings into our lives iglar His control and for our ultimate good. Whateel
can we do? We are to share God’s love and forgassength others. An unloving, unforgiving Christian
is a contradiction in terms and maybe no Chriséigall. Such a person has failed to understancegrac
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appreciate God'’s forgiveness. Whatever else isgbaoeit us, we are experts in grace. We are exiperts
mercy. We are experts in forgiveness, because @sdtown mercy to us. He has forgiven us for far
greater offenses that we have committed againstdtlithat any human being has done to us. We are
experts in those things because we have tasteds@uelcy. We have to extend His mercy to others.

Election is part of the foundation of the Christlde. We, in our churches, will not be better bif
neglecting any teaching of the Word of God. Youmiggay, “I do not mention election because it is
divisive.” Well, maybe the way you handle it is dive, but | think of some words of John Calvin. He
addressed that issue in Geneva in the 1500s wheedrd people say they did not preach election
because they thought it was a matter of speculamohthat it divided Christians. Calvin’s answeiswa
that we should preach election in a delicate manitiee way Augustine called us to long ago. He said
that we should do it carefully, but he also sakk€g'we wiser than God, the Holy Spirit, when God
opens His holy mouth?” Calvin means that when Guehks in Scripture we have no choice but to
receive it, do our best to understand it, and givet to others. He also said that when God sHigs
holy mouth, our inquiry ceases. And, concerningt&a, God has opened His holy mouth. Since He
has opened His holy mouth, we need to teach tinisgstin a way that glorifies God and edifies peopl
We cannot neglect any portion of God’s revealethtru

| have been asked, “If | am talking with an unbedie would | talk about election in the same waat th
would in my seminary classes?” No, | would not grihup. It is not the Gospel. | would answer their
honest questions. There are a lot of things | woaldbring up. For example, in talking about sin |
would talk about their own actual sins. | would say, “Now, in order to be saved you have to believ
that there was literally a Garden of Eden. The S&arfalked, Adam fell, and that got all of us ithe
mess that we are in now.” All of that is true, that is not part of the Gospel.

On the other hand, if they ask honest questionsatadoything, | will try to answer them. So, if thagk
about election, | would talk about it. The Provgibes us wisdom when it says, “Answer a fool
according to his folly and do not answer a foolaadang to his folly.” There is a time when you dotn
answer a mocker. If somebody wants to scoff and th& name of Christ and rub it in the dirt, dnef
only wants to mock the Lord, then maybe it is bettevalk away. It is better to have one fool tatki
than two. You do not want to get into a fight wikiat person. That is not good. On the other hand,
answer a fool according to his folly. At timesisitgood to speak very boldly. Here is something els
you should think about. If | am sharing the Gospi¢h somebody and he starts to read the Bible and
say, “What happened in the Garden of Eden?” | amgg tell him the truth. If he says, “Wait a
minute, what is this about God choosing people®duld try to give him the simplest answer | codld.
would try not to offend him. But remember, we da withhold information when people ask honest
guestions. | would just try to stay simple. | wotrg to minister to the person according to hiver
need. That is what Jesus did.

Obviously God'’s sovereign election is not incomipiatiwith the responsibility of the people of God.
There is mystery here and we must affirm both sadeékat mystery. We ought to grow in perseverance.
In order to do that we must understand that undeings are the Everlasting arms. God holds us. &Ve d
not hold ourselves. That should not make us lahgat Thould make us grateful and that should spur us
on to get busy for God.

By the way, it is possible to feel like you are togsy for God. | had a funny Jewish-Christian semyn
professor. One day he was preaching in chapellardie stopped and said, “You know, there are a
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dozen people here right now who do not need toWwhat | just said. You are already pressing yofirsel
beyond the limits. If you add another 10 thingyaar list, you are going to have a breakdown.” And
then he said, “You 12 sluggers have just turnecchannel off. You, put me back on because you need
to hear this.” He was pointing to the truth thataften listen selectively. We do not listen for wine
need and we do listen to what we do not need dlsis possible that some of us are not doing wieat w
should be doing for the Lord. | doubt that manygeon this room, however, are in that situatiorayM
God give us wisdom to know what to do. It is a hidwidg to know when to say no, is it not? It is
difficult to know what the best thing is. May Hergius the wisdom to do the best things. There atre n
enough hours in the day. The doctrine of evangedisould stimulate us to vigorous service for Christ
It should cause us to expect results in evangelism.

Last, at the top of page 28, we are to be encodrdge God’s plan has a goal that includes us. By
God's sovereign grace we will overcome. We willeatay, be glorified, completely sanctified, and
perfectly conformed to the image of Christ, alonthvall true believers. | do not say that basedmyn
experience or how victorious we have been this wadkJesus. | say that because of the promises of
God. Amen.

| have been asked, “In Acts 13, how did the evaagef the early church view some of these things?”
The apostle Paul was not only the great evandalisélso the main teacher of predestination in the
Bible. Somehow these things fit together in hisdanidis understanding of election did not hinder
evangelism. Somehow they went together well.

In Acts 13 we read of Paul and Barnabas on therfirssionary journey. God is giving them fruit, and
as we might have expected, there is oppositiors iBhin the context of their ministry on this first
missionary journey. They are in Pisidia Antiochverses 13 and following. Acts 13:42-49 says,

As Paul and Barnabas were leaving the synagoge@ebple invited them to speak further
about these things on the next Sabbath. When tigregation was dismissed, many of the Jews
and devout converts to Judaism followed Paul anad&zsas, who talked with them and urged
them to continue in the grace of God. On the nakt@th almost the whole city gathered to hear
the word of the Lord. When the Jews saw the crows, were filled with jealousy and talked
abusively against what Paul was saying. Then RaiBarnabas answered them boldly: “We
had to speak the word of God to you first. Since sgject it and do not consider yourselves
worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentilé®r this is what the Lord has commanded us:
‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that yoay bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”
When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad ameiteal the word of the Lord; and all who

were appointed for eternal life believed. The wofthe Lord spread through the whole region.

The next verse goes on, of course, and speakstbéftopposition. We are most interested in veBse 4
The passage plainly says that those appointeddona life believed. Nobody stepped in and saad.th
We have the words and deeds of the apostles apiledsnterpretation. Nobody stepped in and said,
“All those appointed for eternal life believed.”i®&new it in his heart. Later on Luke, writing werd

the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, brings thislhear so that we might understand the behind-theesce
working of God. They were appointed to eternal lisleg before. In fact, from Ephesians 1 and 2
Timothy 1 we learned that they were appointed lgefoe creation of the world. How did that
appointment manifest itself? You know the answerh&ssalonians 1, which says, “Our Gospel came to
you in power and conviction in the Holy Spiritidtthe same way here. The apostles turned from the
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Jews, who were rejecting the Gospel. Then theycheshthe Gospel to the Gentiles. Do you think that
Paul, in this case, is presented as discriminaimgng people? Oh no! He throws the seed out. He
scatters the seed: “Whosoever will, may come."w#ib were appointed for eternal life believed.
Election results in saving faith. Said differentaving faith is the evidence of God'’s prior elewti

So, we do not need to preach, right? Wrong. Paadie to preach, but he preached with confidende tha
the God who called him to Himself in salvation liscethe God who calls other people to salvation.
Paul’'s own experience of salvation was his own rhodparadigm for understanding the grace of God.
“God save me, the chief of sinners,” he could sy saves other people too, and he preached with the
knowledge that God’s people were out there and@oat would bring His people to Himself.

In Acts 13 it underscores the importance of thelarmation of the Word of God. That is, we only tear
of this mysterious election bearing fruit in Pautimnistry, as Paul is active in his ministry. As he
preaches that, people respond. It is in that conlex Luke gives us the behind-the-scenes acfion o
God so that the people might respond.

In 2 Timothy 1:9 Paul says, “This grace was givenruChrist Jesus before the beginning of time& Th
comment was made that people from individualisticieties do not always appreciate the Bible’s
corporate emphasis. And | have been asked how derstand this first person plural, “us.” Well,st i
almost the same in all passages. Paul is writirdhtoches. The churches are comprised of
individuals—by the way, some of whom may not bedwelrs. That is why he says things like 2
Corinthians 13:5, “Examine yourselves to see if goelin the faith.” But the fact is that it is both
individual and corporate. It is election of indivals to salvation, and those individuals compiise t
Christian church. They are chosen by God to beepbio the Son of God, but as soon as they aredoine
to the Son of God, they are joined to every otlees@n who has been joined to the Son of God. So it
both individual and corporate. It is not corportehe denial of it being individual. It is not inelual

to the denial of it being corporate, either. Usydlis given in the plural because it is a grodip o
believers to whom Paul writes.
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