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Doctrine of the Church: Service

We are thinking about ecclesiastical separatiovad recently reminded by one person’s comments that
schism could be not only individual, but also cagte. That is a group of believers who have the tru
Gospel but have cut themselves off from all ottedielvers. They believe they are the only true churc

or at least act like that. Even other believers waptize the same way they do would have to be re-
baptized to join their church. That is example sthismatic attitude in sectarianism. It is oftenmled

with pride. Everything, by the way, is not goindfitoon this chart because, for example, it dods no
include attitudes.

Let us go on and talk about some biblical prin@gleat pertain to this topic. We have defined
terminology, and we have talked about that persgeat terms of grades of errors. | think you viifid
that more helpful as you continue to think alongsehterms.

| have four biblical principles on page 45 of Edrdu@lowney’s bookThe Church. The first is that it is
the duty of pastors to protect the flock by holdfast to the truth. The second is that heretichaf/

were people of integrity, ought to leave the chuf@bcasionally they do. If they will not leave,
churches should show them the door. They shoutdpdiise heretics who will not leave. They should
try to help them, but ultimately they cannot alldvem to hurt the flock anymore. They have to pahth
out. Third, Christians ought to separate from archthat rejects fundamental Christian doctrine.
Rejecting fundamental Christian doctrine rejecesrtrarks of the church. It rejects that which makes
church a church, that which distinguishes the ttugrch from the false. It is the duty of pastors to
protect the flock by holding fast to the truth.Ants 20, as Paul counsels the Ephesian elderayseas
lot of good things. After saying in verse 27, “Meanot hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will
God,” he says, “Keep watch over yourselves anthalflock.” He is writing to spiritual shepherds.
They are to be vigilant for wolves. The figure &g to understand: lazy shepherds cause sheep to ge
devoured by hungry wolves. On the spiritual splieiethe same thing. “Keep watch over yourselves
and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has magari overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God,
which he bought with his own blood. | know thateaft leave, savage wolves will come in among you
and will not spare the flock” (verses 28-29). Rald realist. In verses 30-31 he says, “Even froory
own number"—Does he mean literally the people with there? At least he means from their
church.—"men will arise and distort the truth irder to draw away disciples after them. So be om you
guard! Remember that for three years | never stp@ening each of you night and day with tears.”
These are strong words, are they not?

Let us look at the qualifications for the eldemwerseer. The terms are used interchangeably urs Tit
An elder must be, among other things, blamelesshtisband of one wife, and so forth, down to verse
9. “He must hold firmly to the trustworthy messageit has been taught, so that he can encouragesoth
by sound doctrine.” That is the elder’s heart. #ded to build people up in the faith. That is h&dight.
But there is something else going on. The verses ariith this: “and refute those who oppose it.” Now
we have to be careful; an elder cannot be an agjgeeperson. If you are a fighter, you are disdigali
from the eldership. You cannot enjoy this secomt gplethe work too much. On the other hand, you
have to do it at times. You must not turn away frdmetrinal error and pretend it does not existnl a
not talking about splitting little details over aunderstanding of future things, which we do not
understand perfectly. But | am talking about thed@mentals of the Christian faith. To look the othe
way is not to act in love. Remember the words d gairlier about the unity of the church and recgjvi
each other. Some of you could be convicted if yauod a doctrinaire temperament. Truth means
something; it is important to you. You think yomth should be contended for. But balance it watrel
and embracing other Christians.
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This may make uneasy those people who are fill¢d love, who are easy going, who have no problem
living out the unity of the church. They hate tokmavaves and they do not like strife. You couldabe
spiritual coward. The combination is to speak théhtin love, as it says in Ephesians 4. Christ thas
perfect epitome of it. He was strong and firm, Hetwas also loving. We have a personality, and you
probably have a propensity one way or the othel 8ad show us the perfect balance.

It is the duty of pastors to protect the flock jding fast to the truth. Show me a pastor who duxs
do that, and he is not worthy of the name pasteco8dly, by rights, heretics have no place in the
church. They should leave. Sometimes they do. Faish 2:18-19 is instructive in this regard: “Dear
children, this is the last hour; and as you hawdhéhat the antichrist is coming, even now many
antichrists have come. This is how we know it i st hour. They went out from us, but they ditl no
really belong to us. For if they had belonged tothisy would have remained with us; but their going
showed that none of them belonged to us.” If ofiiheretics had the integrity of these first cegitur
heretics. If they went out from us, they have poasly identified with the Christian church. These
heretics are also apostates. They professed tnthand they left. They did what heretics ouglddo
by rights: they left. They departed from the chuyttley went out from us. It was not only a departar
teaching but a physical separation. They did raltydelong to us. They were not the genuine aticl
They were not true believers in Christ.

Paul believes in the perseverance of the saintsuseche says, “if they had belonged to us, theydvou
have remained with us; but their going showed tioaie of them belong to us.” In that way apostasy, a
least from this text, is more complicated. Goingjistan indication that the person never knew tbelL
But we have to be careful, somebody could depanhfthe church and later on come back. So we
cannot tell whether someone knows the Lord infillibe way He can. But certainly departing the
church is a very bad sign.

These heretics are also apostates. They are Iseiretitat they teach serious subversive error. Hiey

apostates because they left. They departed frorfatite You could be a heretic and not an apostate.
We kind of wish that the heretics who stick arowwalild be apostates. That is, if they would leave it
would be better. If they stick around and will tedve that makes for trouble because they cantetart
siphon off disciples after themselves. That is wrée church should discipline them.

Some may ask what makes these first century pdmpégics or apostates? It might be a proto or early
gnosticism, or it might reflect certain teachinigattlater came to full flower in gnosticism. Theseot
actually first century gnosticism. There seem tetme sympathies and agreement with what was later
called gnosticism.

The first biblical principle is it is the duty off@istian leaders to protect the flock by holdingtorthe
teachings of God’s Word. Second, by rights, hesadie to leave the church. Sometimes they do.en th
flowering of the old liberalism in Germany, one Oldstament professor was an honest man. He came
to the conclusion that none of Christianity wa®tride resigned his professorship and Bible at the
university—if only all people who come to those clmsions would have the integrity that man had.

Churches, what should we do if the heretics witlleave? We follow the steps of church discipline
because heresy is sin. Ultimately heretics shoaldXcommunicated. They should be finally put dut o
the church. Churches should discipline heretics witlanot leave. That sounds rather strong. We will
see if it is what the Bible teaches. Titus 3. liyove to discipline you probably should not ddtit.
should be a heart breaking thing to put peopleobthte church. And your attitude is so importanewh
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dealing with them. Galatians 6 sets the tone. Gbdém the same way you would like somebody to go
with you. | would appreciate if it would be privatavould like it if the person had prayed befonetia
and was coming in the power of the Holy Spirit avahted to help me. Who knows, maybe the Lord
would even give me a spirit of repentance and chamg heart if | were in serious error. | would hope
so. Titus 3:10 and 11 say, “Warn a divisive once @ien warn him a second time. After that have
nothing to do with him.” Some may say that looks la schismatic rather than a heretic, and you tmigh
be right. But look at verse 9: “Avoid foolish cootersies and genealogies and arguments and quarrels
about the law, because these are unprofitable seldss.” The implication is the divisive persomiro
verse 10 is involved with bad teachings as weler€hare overlaps here. The categories overlapaso th
it looks like both heresy and schism. After warnihg person a couple of times, have nothing to tlo w
him. “You may be sure that such a man is warpedsarfdl; he is self-condemned.”

Look at the first few verses of 2 Peter 2. “Butrthevere also false prophets among the peopleagust
there will be false teachers among you. They wedrstly introduce destructive heresies, even denyin
the sovereign Lord who bought them—~bringing swésduction upon themselves. Many will follow
their shameful ways and will bring the way of trirtko disrepute. In their greed these teachers will
exploit you with stories they have made up. Themdemnation has been hanging over them, and their
destruction has not been sleeping.”

Verse 9 says, “The Lord knows how to rescue godiy finom trials and to hold the unrighteous for the
day of judgment, while continuing their punishméthurches should discipline false teachers who
will not leave on their own accord. They shoulduttenately barred from the Lord’s table, thereby
signifying that they are not believers in Christhie best of our ability to discern.

Last, and it is a hard saying but it is the teaghuhthe Bible, Christians are to separate frorharch
that rejects fundamental Christian truth. In lightvhat we have been talking about | will define
fundamental Christian truth as the marks of the@huwWe are not saying you should leave a church
because it has a different view of the millenniunewen of Christian baptism or some other detdils o
things. But if it does not have the pure preactohthe Word, discipline, or the proper adminiswatof
the ordinances (it rejects Christian ordinancessek@mple, or has other ones as in the case of Rome
there may indeed be grounds for leaving that fesluy.

In 2 Corinthians 6:14-15 Paul says, “Do not be ybtagether with unbelievers. For what do
righteousness and wickedness have in common? Grfallwvship can light have with darkness? What
harmony is there between Christ and Belial [thelfiWhat does a believer have in common with an
unbeliever?” This is not saying get rid of all yaursaved neighbors and friends and have nothidg to
with them. It is speaking in terms of the churcheThurch should not be a company of believers and
unbelievers. Although the church welcomes unbet®aad seeks to win them to the Lord, it should not
be dominated by unbelief. In addition, unbelievpggsons should not hold office in the church. Of
course they are welcome to hear the Gospel preagheglis not prohibiting all contact with unsaved
people. How else would unsaved people hear thegbd&ut it is saying the church should not be a
divided entity with a mixture of Gospel truth ancbelief. We are talking about major false teachings
what we have been calling heresies. The passag@wes, “What agreement is there between a temple
of God and idols? For we are the temple of th@gvisod. As God has said: ‘I will live with them and
walk among them, and | will be their God, and thely be my people.” Therefore come out from them
and be separate,’ says the Lord. ‘Touch no undieag, and | will receive you. | will be a Father t

you, and you will be my sons and daughters,’ sagd brd Almighty. Since we have these promises,
dear friends, let us purify ourselves from evenmythihat contaminates body and spirit, perfecting
holiness out of reverence for God” (verses 6:1§-1:¢annot answer every specific question you have
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about this. I have known believers who are membensixed denominations, whose local churches
fight for the truth. | will speak personally henedasay that is not my own choice for my family. Bor
the other hand, that is not my heritage. Someon&ldwave been raised in a church where the Gospel
was preached formerly but because of changes ileddership on a national level, the Gospel is how
under attack. Yet, if there was still freedom im tacal church to believe the Word of God, | caspect
the person who would stand and fight. In the hisadrAmerican Christianity, the Missouri-centered
Lutherans and the Southern Baptists have purified thurches by fighting the battle and not thirayvi
in the towel. | respect that completely. You amémhnot make other people’s decisions for them on an
every-case basis. But if you are simply sittingkoaid taking your ease in a place where liberaigssm
fostered, that is a serious problem indeed.

There are believers who are working for a Gosirt®ny within mixed churches. It still is
problematic, though. If somebody in your churchve®across the country you cannot, without
discrimination, say, “Find the closest local chuotlour denomination.” This is because more likely
than not, it does not believe the truth. Great |@wmis result. But | respect people who stand art.fig

| will let the four principles stand on their ow@bviously here we have parameters and not detailed
instructions for every possibility. It is good fos to give some attention to this matter of ecakdsgial
separation.

That completes our study of what the church is. Naare ready with that background to talk about
what the church ought to do. | will give a briefroduction to the service of the church.

The service of the church includes worship. | anpage 46 of Edmund Clowney’s bodke Church,
where it talks about evangelism, edification, aratdnal ministries as barebones essentials for the
service of the church. These are so commonplaaethpm here for your own reference. The service of
the church includes worship. 1 will just read orasgage for each. In contrast to those who reject th
Gospel, Peter says in 1 Peter 2:9 and 10, “Butayewa chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holgmat

a people belonging to God, that you may declargtaises of him who called you out of darkness into
this wonderful light."—Here is the primary purpasithe church.—“Once you were not a people, but
now you are the people of God; once you had na&ived mercy, but now you have received mercy.”
The service of the church includes worship. Themtlaing the church is about is the worship of God.
But if the church is sincere about the pure worgli@od, it cannot be the only thing the church is
concerned about. To do other things and neglecsmjoiis wrong; it is to get our priorities wrongutB

to have a heart for God and to love to worship ldlso means to be concerned for the salvation of
others. You want to glorify God by bringing moreopte into His family and creating more
worshippers. You see unsaved people not as jusigaw be added to your crown, but you see them as
worshippers. You see them as people in need. Taeg to know the Lord, now and forever. But even
more importantly you see them in light of God wieelss people to worship Him. You want them to
know the same Lord that you know. So it is for ghary of God that we are motivated that way.

Look at John 20:21-23, which says, “Again Jesud dter appearing to his disciples], ‘Peace bdawit
you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending ydiete is the mission of the church. The great
missionary with a capital M, the Lord Jesus Chs@sit by the Father, sends His disciples into thedwo
Verse 22 says, “And with that he breathed on thephfake this as an anticipation of Pentecost, an
acted parable.—"He breathed on them and said, iRetlee Holy Spirit.”” This receiving of the Spirit
is in conjunction with them being sent. It implibe preaching of the good news. In that capacity He
says in verse 23, “If you forgive anyone his sthgy are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, therg
not forgiven.” What is the meaning of that? As wegeh the Gospel, if people believe it, their sires
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forgiven. In that sense we dispense forgivenesss. ddes not happen through us personally, but in
bearing the Gospel we dispense forgiveness. Iflpaepect our message they are not forgiven. That i
true even of the humblest saint who brings the @losipcerely and with a good attitude. If the lnse
rejects the Gospel, he or she is lost. The pessantiforgiven. However, if the person believesphe
she is forgiven.

The service of the church includes evangelismisti ancludes the building up of the people of God.
First Peter 4 includes the edification of believaisis is a neglected spiritual gifts passage.eneagal
Peter gets the short shrift compared to Paul.Peter 4:10 Peter says, “Each one should use whateve
gift he has received to serve others,”—Our giftssraot just to make us feel good. They are to glorif
God and build up others.—“faithfully administeri@gpd’s grace in its various forms.” | love this. The
spiritual gifts are viewed as manifestations ofgh&ce of God. We have limited the grace of God® Th
grace of God saves us, keeps us, and impartsuspigifts to us. As we use our gifts to the glofycod
and to the service of other people, we are actumailhystering grace. Is not that beautiful? It isdZo
gifts and graces that He chooses to bless by Hig Bpbuilding up His people. As you use yourtgifn
God's service, it is God who is doing the buildung And He is using you and me to accomplish His
end.

Verse 11 gives some examples: “If anyone speakshbeld do it as one speaking the very words of
God. If anyone serves, he should do it with therggth God provides, so that in all things God may b
praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glodythe power forever and ever. Amen.” Here is the
purpose of spiritual gifts: worship. We win peopdethe Lord that there might be more worshippers in
the church Sunday morning. They are blessed, noiat. We edify the people of God that God might
be praised and worshipped by people growing irr fadh.

| will close with this. The service of the chureitiudes diaconal ministries. | have got a lot of
examples. (I will go over this once again and n@nsome of the ramifications in order that it migbt
more solid in our minds.) Remember in Galatiansh2mPaul went up to Jerusalem to lay his Gospel
out to those who were Apostles before him and ¢eive their stamp of approval? He says in verses 9
and 10, “James, Peter and John, those reputedpitldrs, gave me and Barnabas the right hand of
fellowship when they recognized the grace givemé& They agreed that we should go to the Gentiles,
and they to the Jews. All they asked was that welslhcontinue to remember the poor, the very thing
was eager to do.”

We need to have deed ministries along with wordstries, especially if people we minister to have
basic physical needs. We need to meet those nedlds hame of Jesus and not just become a secular
soup kitchen. We should become a Gospel soup kitifhke people around us need soup, bread, and
clothing to live. The service of the church incladBaconal ministry because it is subservient ¢o th
Gospel and ultimately the worship of God. It istprdard to listen to the good news of the Gospel |
your stomach is growling. And the words sound helibyou say, “Jesus loves you,” and meanwhile
the person is really hurting. We should seek, in'&grace, to minister to those needs. That is @by
has appointed deacons to the church. It is in digdrpeople might have full and warm tummies and
their ears might be opened up to the Gospel. Asalt; they might be brought into the fellowshiptod
church and ultimately become worshippers of God.
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