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Lecture 1- Introduction  
 
Each phase (into which Christian history may be divided) represents its embodiment in a major culture 
area which has meant that in that phase it has taken an impress from that culture. … Once more the 
Christian faith is penetrating new cultures. … This is likely to mean the appearance of new themes and 
priorities undreamt of by ourselves or by earlier Christian ages; for it is the mark of Christian faith that 
it must bring Christ to the big issues which are closest to men’s hearts; and it does so through the 
structures by which people perceive and recognize their world; and these are not the same for all. 
-Walls, Culture and Coherence in Christian History 
 
Key Terms 
Globalization; plurality; demographics; framework; alternate centers; particularity; migrancy; 
marginality; Christ’s worldwide church 
 
Lecture Objectives 

·  Describe the demographic contours of contemporary Christianity around the world. 
·  Identify some concrete implications for Gospel work of these demographic contours that reflect 

recent shifts.  
·  Analyze and draw inferences from the expression “from the West to the rest.” 

 
Introduction  
I. Dr. Jennings introduces the course.  
II. Discussion of Themes & Key Terms 
 A. “Missions” (cf. Shenk p.9, n.2; p.33) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Culture is the workplace of Christian theology.” Walls, 1996, p.146 
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 B. “Missiology” (cf. Verkuyl, pp.2,3,5,6-17 (not req)) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C. “Missional Theology” (cf. Van Engen, pp.17ff. (not req)) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

D. “World Mission” 


