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Prominent Roman Catholic Missionaries 
 

Names Dates Areas 
Home 

Country 
Monastic 

Order 

Bartolome de las Casas 1474-1566 
Spanish 
America 

Spain Dominicans 

Francis Xavier 1506- 1552 
India, Ceylon, 

East Indies, 
Japan 

Spain Jesuits 

Francis Solanus 1549-1610 
Spanish 
America 

Spain Franciscans 

Mateo Ricci 1552-1610 China Italy Jesuits 

Robert de Nobili 1577-1656 India Italy Jesuits 

Alexander de Rhodes b. 1591 Vietnam France Jesuits 

Johann Adam Schall von 
Bell 

1591-1666 China Germany Jesuits 

Guglielmo Massaja 1809-1889 Ethiopia Italy Capuchins 

Theophile Verbist 1823-1868 Mongolia Belgium 
Scheutveld 

Fathers 
(founder) 

Charles M.A. Lavigerie 1825-1892 North Africa France 
White Fathers 

(founder) 

Joseph Damien de 
Veuster 

1840-1889 Hawaii Belgium Picpus Fathers 

Charles Eugene de 
Foucauld 

1858-1916 North Africa France Trappists 

 


