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Appendix |- Christian Witnessto L arge Cities (L ecture 16, topic 30)

This Occasional paper, written in 1980, has beaodul in the Lausanne Movement website to make
more accessible and understandable the histocééxt and development of the various aspects of
world evangelization.

Christian Witnessto L arge Cities
Report of the Consultation on World Evangelizatibtini-Consultation on Reaching Large Cities,
held in Pattaya, Thailand from 16-27 June 1980.

Prefatory Note
This report, Christian Witness to Large Citiespie of a series of Lausanne Occasional Papers

(LOPs) emerging from the historic Consultation oolf Evangelization (COWE) held in Pattaya,
Thailand, in June 1980. The report was drafted byntrers of the “Mini-Consultation on Reaching
Large Cities,” under the chairmanship of Dr. RayohdnBakke, who also served as International
Coordinator of the pre-COWE study groups on Rearharge Cities.

The major part of this report went through a deaitl a revised draft, which involved all
members of the mini-consultation. It was also sutedito a wider “sub-plenary” group for comment,
but the responsibility for the final text restslwihe mini-consultation and its chairman.

The report is released with the prayer and hogaeithvill stimulate the church and individual
members in reaching this large segment of the @oionl.

Copyright © 1980, Lausanne Committee for World Eyelization
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Introduction

Realistic strategies for world evangelization muosvitably confront the awesome urbanization
of the world. The Consultation on World Evangeliaat therefore, recognized that challenge in
designating “Christian Witness to Large Cities’oa® of its 17 mini-consultations.
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Our initial goal was to study 135 “world-classe&st’ (cities over one million and/or of
international significance) on six continents odesihe Soviet Union and mainland China. Local study
groups met in those cities during the year prightoconsultation. The international convenor ef th
pre-consultation study groups and of the mini-cttation received reports from about half of those
local groups. Varying in length from 5 to 75 pagésy formed the basis for the summary position
paper received by participants prior to the comsialh.

At the consultation, 110 conferees spent mosh@faorking sessions in six continental groups
which developed section three of the report, idginty specific objectives, strategies, and resosifoe
evangelization of urban dwellers in their respextiegions.

We felt keenly the challenge of evangelizatiotaofe cities, the diversity evident in those
sprawling centers, and the constraints of time wipievented us from devoting more time to goals and
strategies.

This report is sent out, however, in the hope ithatll assist the church and especially those
involved in reaching large cities with the Gospelesus Christ. May it also stimulate further asely
and result in new strategies.

|. The Urbanization of the World

Contemporary urbanologists define cities by pralsibaracteristics and by functions or roles in
the culture or regions in which they are found. tWadkefined cities according to size, density, and
heterogeneity; Mumford suggested the unique officde city is to increase the variety, velocity,
extent, and continuity of human intercourse.

Some urban anthropologists classify cities acogyth their dominant roles: i.e., cultural
(Boston or Benares), economic (Buenos Aires or &jog, or administrative (Brasilia or New Delhi).
Moreover, some cities have symbolic and sometimen prophetic significance (Soweto or Berlin).
Obviously, some cities (Cairo or London) have nplétiroles. Increasingly, another important function
has emerged—that of port-of-entry for huge, divensgrant or immigrant populations. Virtually every
world-class city fulfills this international funcim with enormous consequences for life, and eskbecia
for ministry.

The contemporary twin phenomena—expanding citielsaashrinking global village—have
increased the already significant communicatiotes obcities everywhere. Because media are nearly
omnipresent, cities increasingly function as angate both for government and guerillas. All these
functions shape urban life in many ways so thatethes of every city (and every neighborhood or
institution within it) is conditioned thereby.

It is imperative, therefore, that urban evangélmastrategists learn to analyze and discern the
essential forms and functions of their own citytNoly do these factors combine to attract certaids
of groups into cities; but, in addition, they shalpe values, expectations, and world view of those
already there. The appropriate mission strategiashardly be overestimated. We urge our ministering
colleagues to develop a working knowledge of, goateciation for, their respective large cities amd
sharpen their skills at contextual analysis.

The 1976 Habitat Conference of the United Natimiegting in Vancouver, Canada, placed the
world-wide urban growth rate at 7.2 percent per.yEarthermore, since urbanization is inextricably
tied to industrialization, cities in post-industrsacieties tend to decentralize, while those coest
which are industrializing tend to produce huge arpapulations at an incredible rate. Contemporary
cities can be viewed as both places and procedgeamic and always turbulent. These factors have
strategic consequences for the mission of the thurc

Mexico City, for example, has been shown by sé\sttalies to be the world’s largest city. It
currently has a population approaching 15 milliod & growing at over 6 percent, or nearly a millio
persons, per year. Over half of this growth represthe birth rate; the balance is immigration fralin
30 states of Mexico. Moreover, Mexico City poirgsanother important phenomenon characteristic of
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world-class cities, i.e., while the cities may &, the populations within them are getting youngédre
median age of Mexico City (meaning half the pogalais under and half is over) is 14.2. In contrast
the median age of populations in U.S. cities id saibe 29.4 and rising in 1979. Can anyone fasld®
the social consequences of such data if signifinantbers are not reached with the Gospel of Jesus
Christ?

African cities, among the world’s fastest growiagg said to contain some 60 million
unemployed male adults and many other millions ateunderemployed. This is nearly one-fourth of
the African male work force (Statistics of the imiational Labor Organization). The president of
Kenya, Mr. Daniel Arap Moi, has called this siteati‘a social time bomb.” Can anyone fail to see the
consequences if the church fails to evangelizesthesssive cities, or to multiply disciples withirese
complex urban systems, which have been companmewbtsters without heads?

Cities present both advantages and disadvantageanhgelization. For 2,000 years we have
possessed the commission to make disciples of exaign or people. In our own day, nearly 45
percent of the world’s 4.3 billion persons livecities, and that percentage is rising rapidly.

Yet while cities themselves are easy to find,gbeple groups within them are not so easily
discovered. Study and strategy are required, agktBkKills, as this consultation reveals, may bedo
in short supply. Furthermore, costs of urban mipiate high—both financially and emotionally. Many
Christians and mission organizations have abandoitied at the time of their greatest need and
opportunity.

Where applicable, the uniqueness of large citeshe explained in a standardized way by
gathering information for evangelism in relatiorthoee different types of urban groupings:

A. Homogeneous zones in geographic social space

These are usually discernable by income, fastilycture, and/or ethnicity. One strategy
flowing from this might be to establish an evangalichurch in each of these relatively
homogeneous social areas.

B. Homogeneous groups in hon-geographic socialespac

These are homogeneous, but not geographicaléfized (e.g., occupational groups, students,
gangs, some ethnic groups). A strategy here mggk 8 reach people in these respective
groups, but subsequently channel them into geogralpjrbased churches.

C. Heterogeneous zones

These are urban units with little or no serfsesoenmunity beyond immediate family members
(e.g., high-rise apartment dwellers, hospitals) efcstrategy here might be “narrow casting”
(broadcasting to a very specific target audienoe)rder to reach those one cannot contact
personally.
We reaffirm our commitment to the cause of arbaangelization world wide, and we pledge
ourselves to be involved and to promote that causgery appropriate forum until Christ
comes or calls for us.

Il. Biblical Mandates and Resources for Large Gtyangelization

The progression of the Bible is from a gardenn@trnal city. We are said to have an urban
future. The Bible includes over 1,200 referencesties and the biblical rationale and resourceste
urban mission of the church are drawn from bothdraents. Briefly, we summarize this biblical data
under three headings: places, persons, and prscifhat follows is not intended to be complete but
suggestive of the breadth of biblical resourceslavie to us.

A. Biblical places

At least 119 cities can be found in the biblieadard. Case studies of major cities in various
contexts suggest a biblical theology of “place”@ddoe included in our theological
understanding, alongside that of programs and persoonsider, for example, the record of
God's dealing with these four cities briefly sumimad:

1. Sodom—Gen. 18,19: Ezek. 16:48 ff.
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. God sees the behavior of cities
. There is a godly motive for urban concerg.(éAbraham’s prayer)
. There is a relationship between the presehtiee godly and preservation of

the city (ten righteous could have saved it)

. God can distinguish the one from the many-edredistinguish Lot from the

rest (as Rahab in Jericho).
An escape theology is not enough to guidsghwho flee the city. The
primary evil is not environmental. It is penal, within us. (Gen. 19 & Mark 7)

f. One biblically stated reason for Sodom'’s degton is given in Ezekiel 16:48-

50. In addition to being haughty, Sodom waslthy and did not take
sufficient care of her urban poor, and Gaygsshe hates that. Is there a city
today without the disparity between the Isaaed have-nots?

2. Nineveh - cf. Jonah and Nahum

a.
b.

C.

had been

Note God’s struggle to get a message andemgssto an ancient capital city.
Observe God’s concern in this case for theas a place—no names are
mentioned.

Given the record of Assyrian conquest andirdetson in Israel’s history,
Jonah is a missionary story of grace fordief of sinful urban systems.

. God accepts the repentance of Nineveh, gralsidorgiving those who sought

him, in spite of Jonah’s motives and candu

. Notice that Nahum later reports God’s judgnaer woe on Nineveh, perhaps

because the repentance was only temporaryodisave their own necks.” One
can only speculate about what might haypbaed if Jonah'’s revival
followed up with discipleshiprirag and national

reconciliation with Israel.
3. Babylon - cf. Daniel, plus many other passages

a.

b.

C.

d.

This city functions as a corporate Judasinguoff the temple, destroying
Jerusalem, and ending the monarchy.

God provides choice Hebrew sons who funatighin the structures (if not

the life-style) of the palace, and who miaite pagan culture of the urban
captives, yet meanwhile carefully separativegr own faith from their culture,
their convictions from their opinions (Danle8,17 ff.).

While in Babylon, Daniel received the Godeagiwision of protecting angels
which stand behind the government officiad &is service.

Was it not in urban captivity that Diaspoualdism developed (in Babylon and
in Alexandria)? This eventually led tortséation of the Old Testament and the
commentaries, and the development of thagygue, which in turn influenced
the rapid spread of Christianity amid the&k-speaking cities of the Roman
world after Pentecost.

. Was it not the Lord who instructed the Istaslresiding in Babylon? He, in

fact, had sent them into the city and, dmnrdwellers, they were to live in that
culture with their families and “seek thelfaee of the city ... and pray to the
Lord on its behalf, for in its welfare youlind your welfare” (Jer. 29:7).
Thus God’s grace was not denied to this gityich was so evil in fact and
reputation that it could serve as a codeenlanRome in the Revelation of the
New Testament.

4. Jerusalem - Literally hundreds of texts inhbbéstaments refer to this city

a.

There is a 1,100-year biblical record of Gagface shown the city from its
capture by David to its destruction by Titnsg0 AD.
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b. The list of the range of ministries perfornigdfaithful (and unfaithful)
servants is a lengthy one and is found th B@staments.

c. Jerusalem and other cities are reviewed iy &wl judged according to their
behavior (Lam. I:I ff); but even amid thespaliscipline ruins of the city, the
prophet can see the merciful hand of Goan(L& 21 ff), giving hope to the
godly.

d. Jesus is recorded to have wept out of congasgs this city (Matt. 23:37-39;
Luke 19:41-44), whose destruction hemsmnatically described.

e. The Holy Spirit came to the apostles in Jdam (Acts 2), giving his withess
to the Gospel of Jesus Christ in many laggeathus reversing forever the
curse of Babel (Gen. 11) and proving thepg@bsan transcend urban
heterogeneity and linguistic pluralism.

f. The earthly city Jerusalem was a city seadmll and was expected to witness
of God’s salvation to all nations both bg ttharacter of her inhabitants and the

quality of her institutions. Although tragy’s witness fell short of that

which was expected, the earthly Jerusalemgto a heavenly city which
embodies in an urban place the cumulatyerations of all peoples
everywhere. Among other implications, wa aasume that while urban
systems and structures are under sin’ecthiey are not inherently evil per
se, or beyond ultimate redemption.

B. Biblical persons

1. Consider Joseph, the Egyptian economist, wiwo seven-year plans (one for
budget surpluses; one for budget deficitsyedagpopulations into cities and fed them,
including God’s people, by means of directeyoment action (Gen. 37-50).

2. Consider Daniel, the Babylonian politician,onderved through several coups and
made much more just the otherwise harshiesliaf an oppressive urban-based
government (Daniel).

3. Consider Nehemiah, the Persian layman, wha gamtivernment grant and an official
leave of absence to create a “model citiasdlor the rebuilding of Jerusalem. There
he creatively used the tithe principle toruéc10% of villages and families to
repopulate Jerusalem at a time when mostl@eaguld not live there (cf. especially
Neh. 11: 1).

4. Consider Paul, the urban evangelist par estced who “followed the contours of the
urbanized Roman Empire” with a plethoratcdtegies and styles focused primarily on
the central role of the local church.

C. Biblical principles

1.The principle of materialismThe Bible begins with creation and concludes \thin
re-creation of matter and centers on therrestion of real bodies, Christ's and ours.
Moreover, the first gifts of the Spirit mesrted in the Bible (arts and crafts design),
were given to Bezaleel and Aholiab (Ex. 3f)yfor work on a physical worship centre
among people who already had the fire andcctuf the Spirit’s presence. Among

other things, we conclude from such passtga<Christianity is the only religion that truly
integrates matter and spirit in a coherent.\@nly Christianity can seek effectively
the holism of the city both structurally asmritually, institutionally as well as
individually.

2.The principle of corporate solidarityn the Bible, people identified by families and
places. People have identity in the land@teh in the cities. Moreover, cities too
have corporate solidarity with suburbs amnin®, having responsibility and
accountability for them (cf. Ezek. 16—whee¥eral cities are described in personal
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without
witness
city have

terms). Hence, the idea that a Christianstay in one place (a city or a suburb) and
not take responsibility for the other is d&hby such passages.

3. The principle of IncarnationThe principle of Jesus was to “become flesh anelidw

among us” (John 1:14). His life and minigtattern, and implicit principles derived
from that, suggest incarnational styles dfr presence and witness. His two-day stay
with the newly forgiven Samaritan sinnersh{@d:40) is further illustration of this.
Impersonal media ministries are no substitortgphysical presence in the city. This
principle addresses the “user relationshipahy Christian churches and organizations
have to cities, wherein they locate in & fwt convenience and use its services
any sense of responsibility for theliwbeing of that city and without any real
or service to its people or itsitagbns. Even some who minister in the
shown a tendency to exaggeratgraislems for funding purposes.

4.The principle of hopelhe Gospel is “news” not advice; not some patéshal

announcement of something the urban multgudest do in order to be saved, but
news that something redemptive has been fdorieem by Jesus Christ on the cross.
Such news transforms persons and environmeétitieenormously powerful urban
consequences (cf. Acts 17:6 ff), wherein éwbo have repented, experienced
forgiveness and the Spirit’s indwelling, wilbrk out that salvation on a wide-ranging
urban agenda and with incredible spiritual aocial consequences. Such hope
reminds us that the salvation of the cityltsnately Christ’s return and intervention,
but such hope also propels us into continwwban mission.

In sum, then, we remind Christians dwelling irgkacities everywhere, that God has not left us
defenseless. He has given us an amazing arrapludddiresources for the task of missions and
evangelization in the large and growing urban asmié&our day. Jesus himself displayed multiple
strategies in his visiting, teaching, preachingl haaling ministry in the small cities of his daya(t.

9:35-38).

Note: While it is not within the scope of this pap€hristians should be aware that the nearly 2,000
year history of the church’s life and ministry ilsewise replete with outstanding examples (both
positive and negative) of urban and cross-cultevahgelization models that give guidance and
encouragement to our present task of reachinglarsilers in large cities.

lll. Regional Strategies for the Evangelizatior_afge Cities
The following six sections contain the summariethefconsultations divided into six continentaleare
A. Africa (Sub-Sahara)

1. Descriptions and assumptions about Africae<it

In certain places, cities are separated @igliEtion which stipulates that the labor force
live in a city different from the city of thdabor.

There are also some cities to which parheflabor force who live in them are
forbidden to bring their families (especiatiye of South Africa).

Growth is not due to escape from the inngrlmiit due to gravitation to it from the
rural areas.

Growth rises faster than provision of infrasture and amenities.

. Descriptions of what has been done

It must be recognized that there has beaspanness and hunger for God created by
the Holy Spirit and not necessarily througly auman technique or strategy. In all the
cities where studies have been made, marmslohevangelism were shown to have
been used.

They include:
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a. Evangelism of children—Reaching children haisbeen only through the
traditional Sunday setting, but also throtigdickyard” Sunday Schools. These
are so named because they are organizesmhiehurch neighborhoods and
not only on Sundays, but also on weekdays.

. Personal evangelism

. Prison ministry

. Women'’s special programs

. Couples’ fellowships

f. Radio ministry

g. Drama

h. Gospel teams

i. Retreats

J. Crusades, rallies, and other forms of massgelization

3. Issues

a. Receptivity to the Gospel has been hindeyetthid church’s lack of credibility,
as she is often identified wittspcolonial powers and/or present public
injustice.

b. Leadership meetings and evangelization tripdered by difficult mobility
within city, due to traffic jams in some easand lack of transport in others.

c. Insufficient funds due to the church’8eatient order of priorities.

d. Most church members lack necessary trgito enable them to evangelize and
disciple others.

e. Reduced effectiveness of programs dugattequate planning, dissipation
of resources, and insufficient co-ordinatidndentical programs.

f. In certain cases, ministers have not béxéa @ effect transition from classroom
to field, resulting in non-effectivenesspiractical issues.

g. The “People’s Group” principle is not whottye in African settings when
defined only along tribal affinity. Theresanther factors—such as common
beliefs, fortunes, ambitions, etc., whichstnpe included. Tribal identity is
changed by cities but ethnic groups areaseltbtally detribalized.

h. Breaking of family bonds in some cases hagsstated other forms of
outreach.

4. Objectives

a. To have a well-trained, mobilized, and mdgdacongregation in every
evangelical church.

b. To have well-equipped ministers, where theydt now exist, who will have
sufficient academic background to enable thenelate more effectively in
their academic environment.

c. By 1985, to develop an accurate resourcel@rah every city of 500,000 or
more in Africa, which will form the basis fdeveloping a better city
evangelization strategy.

5. Strategies for evangelization

a. Mobilize members of the congregation to eedimg, by training them to
recognize their responsibility to evangeliaegd motivating them to do so.

b. Utilize continuing education to broaden tlaekground of members of the
congregation who have had no formal theoldi@ining.

c. Encourage consistent and effective groupeBstilidies.

D QO T
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d. Assist urban ministers without adequate atacibackground to gain some
training, which need not be formal, to enahkm to counsel more ably in
academic settings.

e. Maintain a consistent and effective followam discipling of all believers.
Ensure a concerted and consistent prayesstrnyni

f. Have some people with good background in mohzgy to assist in developing
resource profiles mentioned earlier.

g. Provide syllabus material for Bible collegleat will help provide pastors-in-
training with adequate city evangelizatiorentation.

6. Resources for evangelization

a. Human resources are available-members afahgregation.

b. Teaching materials are needed for clergylaityl Appropriate media
technology should be developed.

c. Trained manpower should be available to dpeaad maintain the appropriate
media equipment.

7. Questions with urban implications
What can we do to evangelize urban universtypuses effectively? How can the
church in South Africa be helped to projeal amintain a growing Christlike witness
among her members of all races in that couwentid/to the rest of the world?
How can the church in other parts of Africajpct and maintain a credible witness
before the world, in the midst of public cgtion and injustice?

B. Asia

1. Asian cities—some general features
While Asian cities have some features in comnvidh European and African cities,
others are unique.
Christians form a small minority in most oéth.

a. Less than 1 % in the 34 world-class citie€loiha; ten such cities of Japan,
Bangkok, and Moslem cities such as Dacca.

b. 1%-7% in cities such as Hong Kong, Rangooadiids, and Bombay.

c. As high as 20% in Seoul, Korea; and, of ceulngghest of all in Manila.

Most large cities in Asia have been highly resistarthe Gospel, with 39 of the cities located in
communist countries, 12 in Moslem lands, and 18rstim countries that are basically Buddhist.

The large cities of Asia are experiencing rapid drainatic change in outlook and composition.
These cities are crowded beyond description, watst mumbers of people moving into the cities from
the hinterland at an average rate of 7% per yedmati biological growth averaging 2.4% annually.
Asian cities are, in many cases, pacesetters & cbuntries—being centers not only of government,
but of education, business, industry, and culture.

Asian cities show uneven economic development—uagtiirasts between slums and suburbs, rich and
poor, class and caste.

2. Some issues to be faced in Asian cities
We feel that we must address ourselves téoll@ving issues:

a. The urgent need for spiritual renewal ingkisting churches—for only warm,
vibrant, Spirit-filled churches will be lalto meet the overwhelming challenge
of Asia’s cities.

b. The need to see Asian Christians move away & minority complex toward a
more positive attitude and aggressive evasigehnd church planting.
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c. The need for research to identify people gsan the cities, determine
responsive and resistant groups, analyzeagessontent for communication to
city dwellers, and locate successful modélsiean church planting.

d. The need to mobilize fully the resourcesdland non-local, church and para-
church, co-operative and individual) avaiatd the churches in Asia’s cities

for evangelism.

e. The need for churches in Asia’s cities tavlaem, loving, concerned
fellowships that will attract people from theesistant cultures, and
environments and nurture them in spiritualign surroundings.

f. The need for Asian seminaries and Bible S&htwtrain full-time workers in
urban church planting and for the trainingaafew kind of lay worker in great
numbers to multiply churches.

3. Some models of ministry

a. Bangkok, Thailand: Three groups are aggressin growing.

1) “New Life Houses”—This group of Thai Chrastis, aided by some
missionaries of the Overseas Missionaryowedhip, is developing
churches using Bible College students ahdrattudents in active
witness.

2) Pentecostals—Two different groups are cotmagng on establishing
two large central churches and then devetppell groups in homes
throughout the city under the leadershighefd¢entral church.

3) Southern Baptists—They have developed aarustrategy, which has
identified 1,000 neighborhoods. The idemislimatize” the
neighborhood through visits, films, commuyr@tents and distributing
literature house to house. The goal is teelachurch in the
neighborhood in one year. Coupled with wsBieg are personal
ministries such as cooking, dressmaking,lraeics, etc. There are 13
weeks of Bible Study followed by 13 weeksl@cipleship classes.
Each neighborhood has 5-10 members on tine. tea

b. Tokyo, Japan: Billy Graham Crusades will e&lhn 6 major cities in October
1980. Another approach is to have music-basgshdes. Christian literature is
being used effectively in the hands of Chaist witnessing in the city areas.
There are churches being started in the hgghapartment complexes and
suburbs.

c. Taipei, Taiwan: English classes are conduictédctories, apartments, and
dormitories as a witness. English-class tanesorganized monthly to visit local
spots of interest-parks, lakes, etc. Two ches now exist as a result of
converts through this ministry.

d. Seoul, Korea: This country has two of thgémt Protestant churches in the
world. The Assemblies of God church has d@,000 members. The
following things are worthy of note:

1) All denominations are actively engaged iarch planting.

2) The largest Easter sunrise services in thiddvare held annually.

3) There is an annual presidential prayer Heesik

4) 20% of the National Assembly meets montblydrayer and
fellowship.

5) The following churches are specific groups:

a) An entertainers’ church (actors and singers
b) An athletes’ church
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c) Harbor evangelism for sailors and sea taptd his is an
international outreach.

6) Five Christian newspapers

7) There are 2,500 churches in Seoul alone

8) Daily 5 a.m. prayer meeting in all churches

9) Most churches use small cell groups or rteaghood prayer and Bible
studies as vehicles of evangelistic contahtistian caring, pastoral
oversight, Christian growth, and soil-tegtfor church planting. The
Yoido Full Gospel church has 7,000 such gsplbut even a small
congregation of 200 may have 10-15 suchgsou

e. Pusan, Korea: Evangelism is carried out prlynhrough the local
congregations rather than agencies or citlewrusades. As a result there are
now (1980) 1,103 churches and that numbkcigasing rapidly. The keys to
evangelism:

1) An annual Bible conference

2) Weekly house visitation

3) All-Assembly Sundays-every family in the otlu brings a non-
Christian

4) The government provides land for religioss.urhe Protestants take
advantage of this.

5) Education for young children is most uniqiiee church provides a
program for young children, and even hasealifésday prayer meeting
for them.

6) Hospital chaplains are supported by thellokarch.

7) There is a ministry to approximately 20,@@@lors in Pusan.

f. Hong Kong: The government will make propeatsailable for social and
community welfare only. A church can use thnigperty for a meeting place if it
provides the necessary community social sesvihat meet government
requirements. Established churches are taddgivgntage of this opportunity for
establishing new congregation centers.

g. Delhi, India: 1.7% are Christians. New ch@glare growing significantly.
They have a nucleus of 50- 100 people with b@ined and untrained pastors.
There are branch or spin-off congregatioomfpara-church activities and
denominational churches. There is a multgtian of para-church
organizations, which are founded from outs$igeecountry, but manned by
nationals.

h. Bombay, India: (Approximately 6.9% are Chass)

1) City-wide crusades have been used.

2) A large number of house churches are sprqngp, especially among
Pentecostals and charismatic Christiansauseland and church
buildings are so costly.

3) Most denominations have churches and missg@mcies here.

4) Tamil and Telugu are the two responsivedisgc groups at the
moment. (There are 15 languages spokereigitiz.)

i. Madras, India:

1) In recent years the churches have condwitiavide crusades and
revival meetings.

2) Special ministry has been launched for itrthisvorkers.
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3) All-night prayer meetings are conducted ublc halls and churches
for evangelizing the city of Madras, and mmaew churches have been
planted during this decade.

J. Lahore, Pakistan:

1) Lahore is a historic city of 3,500,000-95%$m, 2% Christian. Islam
is the state religion; a resurgence is umdsy.

2) Number of churches: 45 (Protestant and Qia)h&hristians enjoy the
constitutional right to preach, practice gndpagate their faith, even
under Islamization and Martial laws.

3) In December 1978, a city-wide media campaigs conducted for
three weeks to reach the large city for &hifihe results were as
follows:

a) 53,000 people were exposed to the Gospel
b) 1,100 prayed
c) 1,798 inquirers needed more information

4) City-wide outreach continues on a monthlgi®#o saturate target
areas, and all-night prayer meetings aré imesome churches. Pastors’
seminars continue.

k. Manila, Philippines: There is a proliferatiohhundreds of small Bible study

groups, which are organized and conducteldyoyen from the business
community.
4. Goals

a. To make all people in every world-class Asiday aware of the Gospel and to
confront them with the claims of Jesus Chasst.ord and Savior within the next
decade.

b. To increase the membership of existing chesdh Asian world-class cities by
100% by 1985, and to double again by 1990.

c. To identify and describe all significant “dé® groups” in Asian world-class
cities by 1985, with a view to starting a iShan cell among each group by
1990.

d. To have each church multiply itself threegsby 1990.

e. That every Christian grow in grace and knolgéuntil he attains to the
measure of the stature of the fullness oisthihat every church experience
spiritual renewal and mobilization for evalig®; and that the whole people of
God in each Asian city grow in Christian yniCol. 1:6; Eph. 4:13)

5. Strategies

a. That the Lausanne Committee for World Evamggbn establish a world-level
working group on urban evangelism strateggisseminate ideas, models, and
guidelines for church planting in world-classes.

b. That returning COWE delegates encouragedtmdtion of local continuing
working groups in each world-class Asian tityshare these goals, to initiate
research, and to develop multiple stratefgiesvangelism and church planting
(both homogeneous and cross-cultural).

c. That local churches and para-church orgapnizadevelop and utilize literature
and other mass- and micro-media for effectivengelism.

d. That churches develop patterns of adequgtghering to preserve the fruits of

all evangelistic efforts and discipling ségies, to teach believers and train
them for effective evangelism.
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e. That every COWE delegate dedicate himsgifager and to seeking all
spiritual means for bringing renewal in theiches of our cities.
f. That systematic training of full-time and uateer workers take place on a
regular basis to assure continuity of groank ministry.
6. Resources
a. Primary: Spiritual
b. Secondary: Human level
1) The church in each city; manpower, giftshaf Spirit, stewardship of
money, creativity, faith and commitment
2) Church-planting missions
3) Para-church organizations
4) Research groups and resulting information
5) Available media, including literature
6) The experience we already have to be shared
7) For Asia, the Korean church especially atidosuccessful endeavors
in evangelism and church planting.
C. Europe
1. General description of European cities

From roots deep in the past, most large Europiigs bave developed their own individual
enduring characters. This stands in contrast teratbntinents. People in large European cities are
extremely mobile. This is made necessary by sudiofaas job-location and entertainment centers.
This mobility is facilitated by highly sophisticatéransportation systems. Consequently, it is éasy
gather at central points. Since the beginning efdéntury, the number of Christians in the large
European cities has been rapidly decreasing. P&apie left their original church roots. Many
Christians have also joined the evacuation of tineii cities to live in the suburbs, new cities, el
country. As a result, city structures have beenlseized. The weekend flight from the cities for
recreation, and the alternating influx of pleassgekers, have also greatly reduced Christian litgibi
And during the last twenty years, immigrant popolag, mostly non-Christians and non-Western, have
been growing rapidly also in Eastern Europeangitie some cities the foreign residents have rehche
1/6th to 1/7th of the city population.

The consequences of this secularization and iscrgaliversity to the European city dweller
have been anonymity, neurosis, crime, immoralitylence, drug abuse, and family breakdown.

It should be noted, however, that the inflow of ilgrants and the flight of urban people to the sbbur
and country are not characteristic of Eastern Eemagities. On the contrary, country people, inicigd
Christians, are moving into the cities seeking aemv@amonymous environment.

2. Description of encouraging evangelization elndrch trends

Signs of new life are appearing: small increaseongregations and large attendances for joint
ventures are reported, even though insignificaméiation to the mass of people needing Christ. A
number of cities report an exceptional opennessgrtite youth, due likely to the pressure of citg,li
and many are being brought to Christ and discighaglallel to their entry into the church is a netible
increase in community or shared life-style.

In many cities inter-church co-operation is alsdlwe increase. House groups are a universal
feature adding mid-week activities to the Sundayises. Some of these home fellowships are for
evangelism, others for prayer and fellowship. [ealéirly active in these are the women. Some inner-
city churches have been bold enough to changegtratures to serve the business houses through
lunch-hour evangelism. Many churches and servioagg have already developed immigrant
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ministries. More of these ministries are needetafpotential of these immigrants is to be realired
world evangelization.
3. Issues—For everyone in European cities to,veaias European Christians must:

a. Recover prayer in personal and corporate life

b. Clarify the goal and message of large-citgrgelism.

c. Promote biblical and practical inter-churchaperation, and co-operation
between church and para-church groups.

d. Reverse Christian defeatism by the renewatagnant churches and by calling
Christians back to the cities.

e. Restore a family koinonia atmosphere in tivam church.

f. Regain credibility for the message througénification with, and response to,
people’s social and intellectual needs.

g. Research the city: hidden peoples, existimgstnies, and the forces that shape
it—nhistorical and current, especially thegeland role of mass media.

h. Plan for awakening by training city workdssth for their own city and other
regions; and by anticipating new church adise group forms, planting them
where needed.

i. Permeate all city structures, for the transfation of people and structures of
society.

4. Some goals and strategies—refer to issuedave.

a. Issue 1: Goal: In three years vastly incréasdime spent by Christians in
prayer for their city, nation, and world. &&gies:

1) COWE study group (or some other existingmahurch group) meet
monthly for prayer for their city, natiomaworld.

2) COWE study group commission research comogamount of time
being spent in each church and parachumipgon prayer for the city,
etc.

3) Create a mobile team for heading “prayerksbops” in interested
churches.

b. Issue 2: Goal: Increase awareness amongrpastd church leaders of need for
evangelism during the next two years. Stiateg

1) Circulate a translation of Paragraph 5 efltausanne Covenant to each
pastor and service group leader in the agkjng their comments.
Gather together those interested in applihisydefinition to their city.

c. Issue 3: Goal: A co-operative evangelistiorefoy a variety of churches and
para-church groups in three years. Strategies

1) Gather together pastors and church leadeoshave been praying
together for the evangelization of theiycit

2) Research the current needs of the citydeoto adopt a common
evangelistic theme and plan simultaneousgefization efforts.

d. Issue 4: Goal: Restore among urban Christiatien five years a biblical
understanding of cities. Strategies:

1) Create a mobile teaching team to conduckemd seminars in the city
churches concerning Bible studies on citisl vision for their city.

e. Issue 5: Goal: See a 20% increase in homepgrither for evangelism,
prayer, or fellowship) in three years. Styas:

1) Make this goal a matter of prayer in anmdeurch prayer group for
three months. Invite a speaker who is kndgéable in the subject, and
inspiring, to conduct an evening meetingach participating church,
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challenging people to home group evange(isith prayer, Bible study,
and fellowship).

2) Gather interested people together into smaare groups to pray. Out
of this nucleus create, after several moathmayer and training,
several neighborhood weekly home groupajnigtg the original group
meeting once a month for prayer, fellowskipcouragement, and
evaluation.

f. Issue 6: Goal: Raise awareness in the charahd service groups over a five-
year period concerning suffering and needhéndity and in the world, and the
negative testimony of an affluent life-styrategies:

1) Select resources and resource persons QBAWE study group
gathering. Present ideas to local churchdssarvice groups. Decide on
method of presentation: meetings or semjrsansly book (e.g., Rich
Christians in an Age of Hunger, by Sider)

g. Issue 7: Goal: Complete the following studreBve years: 10 Hidden Peoples
surveys for the city; a survey of existingimstries in the city; a historical study;
a study of major media channels, key mediaques, which peoples reached.
Strategy:

1) Commission members of COWE study group toyaaut this research
and send the Hidden Peoples reports to MARC.

h. Issue 8: Goal: In five years, ten city woskenined, five for work in own city;
five for sending to other regions of the wloibtrategies:

1) Pre-COWE study group commission study obueses available:
training institutes, capable people in the who could be trained,
sources of financing for such training. Paag choose trainees. Support
them in their training.

I. Issue 9: Goal: In ten years, a 50% increagghristian presence in ten key
structures. Strategies:

1) Pre-COWE study group commissions researgarding key structures,
and current Christian presence in thoseiras. Utilize prayer groups
to pray regularly for conversion of persamghese structures, and for
training of Christians to be placed in thesactures.

Questions:

1. Are there ways in which these goals/strategaeshe extended to wider areas of the
city, the whole city and the region of influencetloé city?

2. What can be done to reach those missed in theegirocess (hidden peoples), and
could a similar strategy be developed along withfirst?

3. Older cities have smaller administrations, €xwhat degree do city dwellers identify
with these local units, and what are the impliaadifor evangelization strategies?

4. How does the unique context affect the abovésgaad strategies?

D. Latin American issues in urban evangelizatimategy
1. Descriptions and assumptions about Latin Acaericities.

The Latin American large city has the followingacacteristics: belts of misery, internal
migration, exploding population, increasing youtpplation, deficient services, increased violence,
marked contrast between rich and poor, Catholituces and background, political ideologies which
permeate the church structures, and lack of hou3img church must prepare itself theologically and
methodologically to confront these crises-produaagditions, determined to share the eternal Gospel
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with every remaining people-group. We cannot stiveincreasing number of world problems. We are
committed to alleviating the pain by caring as €hcares for the whole man by more serious world
evangelization. We want to hasten his return torclas rightful righteous kingdom (2 Peter 3:13t#\c
17:31).
2. Descriptions of existing successful minigtan be stated in five categories as
follows:

a. Communications which are carried out throragho, television, literature,
newspapers, telephone (dial-a-message witwfap), movies, audio-visuals,
cassettes, drama-theatre, etc....

b. Evangelization is carried out by open-air timggs, visitation, person-to-person,
crusades, campaigns, evangelistic marcheslyimg a whole year’s program

of discipleship, church planting)—all witlgaal of opening new churches.

c. Christian education includes correspondenceses, theological education by
extension and residence Bible Institutes,dayrSchool teacher training, youth
camps, in-church training, etc....

d. Social action includes hospitals, orphanadesy rehabilitation, old-folk
homes, prison visitation, and similar minesr

e. Para-church outreach includes Bible socigtiissribution of Scriptures and
training of colporteurs, child evangelismjuansity ministries.

A few models are shared under Section IV.
3. Seven basic issues (with statement of objestigoals, strategies, and resources
pointing to the target date of 1985)

a. Christian unity

1) Objective - Overcome the lack of Christiamtyiin evangelization.

2) Goal: Double the present united evangelgdfiorts.

3) Strategy: Form a consensus through prayeefoval, resulting in a
fellowship of pastors united in evangeliaat

4) Resources: Prayer, crusades, leadershiprigaifollow-up, etc.

b. Unreached peoples

1) Objective: Identify and reach the least-hestpeoples (such as those
isolated in condominiums, high-rise aparitegand ethnic groups).

2) Goal: Begin a new church among each onbed still unreached
people groups.

3) Strategy: A census determining location aeeds of these people
groups, using the telephone and dial-a-ngestapenetrate high rise,
along with radio, television, offering ofrcespondence courses, making

visits as requested, taking advantage afiapeccasions such as
birthdays and anniversaries for special gat@n; acquiring apartments
for home Bible studies through revolvingdsnand other fund-raising
techniques.

4) Resources: The family network and specialigs such as
professionals and para-professionals ircthech, trained in
interpersonal relations, social work, commmations, the Bible.

c. Church renewal

1) Objective: The revitalization of the churdlinis may be done in various
ways.

2) Goals: Form a basic leadership nucleusrofiteing the first year in the
sponsoring church; it will be followed byetformation of ten satellite
groups during the second year and 20 grdupsg the third year
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through the discovery and development ohdmadiever’s spiritual gifts
and dynamic body life. This should leadhe tormation of a new
congregation during the first two years.lEaew congregation may set
the goal of starting mission congregationtfiw three or four years.

3) Strategy: Convene pastoral seminars onglesthip and stewardship;
develop church crusades and recruit, equig,mobilize believers to
start new congregations.

4) Resources: Evangelization Institutes forltival leadership; other
resources (depending upon the area), sudtrasts, outstanding
congregations, books, articles and texth siiidy guides which are
available.

d. Key groups

1) Objective: Influence the power and vestadrast groups, the
“gatekeepers” who control the cities.

2) Goal: Change the attitudes and ideologigh®tity gatekeepers (i.e.,
politicians, economists, and union leaderass media communicators,
etc.).

3) Strategy: Gain knowledge of vested integestips and structure,
develop the related theology and ethicgeapce action; publicly
expose problem areas and pose possibleti@hrgolutions to orient and
change public opinion; use mass media, feaders within the church
who can impact city power structures; evéimgesociety’'s leaders;
deploy Christian professionals, teachersjfassmen, politicians, and
military personnel to bring changes withieit respective realms;
intensify university student outreach unither direction of the local
church; motivate Christian sportsmen, jolists, and artists to
evangelize and disciple their own kind objple.

4) Resources: Personnel within these groupslghie encouraged to
influence and reach their own; otherwisewileuse E2 and E3
evangelisms creating new resources.

e. Leadership training

1) Objective: Train and equip local leaderdbipenetrate all social class
levels.

2) Goal: Quantify the present human resouresglérs) to double the
guantity and quality within the next fiveays.

3) Strategy: Develop workshops and seminarsyder that the total
church membership may discover and devatoministry; make
available a study program in each city cépabelevating the
competence of the urban pastors and leanlansing centers and night
schools should be available in local chusche

4) Resources: Local church and extension nasgproduced by various
denominations and UNILIT, Miami. Stedman'sdy Life and study
guide are helpful in Spanish.

f. Christian family:

1) Objective: Revitalize the Christian family.

2) Goal: Establish the family unit upon Ephasi& model so the church
may reach out more authentically to the camity in evangelization.

3) Strategy: Biblical family orientation thraud¢pome Bible studies
reinforced by pulpit series on family eth&ssd conjugal responsibilities.
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This may be evaluated by means of weeketneats for the application
of biblical teaching, and by visible change$amily relationships and
attitudes. Each family unit will introdudeetfamily altar and possibly
start an evangelistic home Bible study imf@ny with the local church.

4) Resources: Specialized personnel and ddawdterials, prayer,

stewardship; family clinics for consultati@nd local church resources.
g. Mass media

1) Objective: Wider use of mass media commuiuna

2) Goal: Develop an interdenominational ageiecyhe overall co-
ordination; equip nationals for the best osmass media
communications; produce high caliber maletia compete on the
secular market; these may also be usedébgtttrches; distribute
materials produced for the local effortgnica financial search
committee to locate necessary resourcesfimalty develop marketing
and packaging program format based upotyguobfile of priority
needs.

3) Strategy: Develop necessary training indbst use of the mass media
communications; conduct five training semsnger year in five regions
of Latin America; form a production commétthat will develop and
co-ordinate materials used in mass media.

4) Resources: Existing and projected local €iam radio stations, local
newspapers, and other outreach projects.

4. Models of ministry and missionary outreach

a. Young people have been used to saturats,aiéisulting in the establishment
of churches; seminary students have beenins@uke-year internships to plant
churches. One church association is haviop eangregation establish a new
one each year among Aymaras in Bolivia.

b. Rio de Janeiro, Brazil: This inner-city modé#ers various attractive activities:
daily noon-day services; becoming missiorsaioe a day; evangelizing other
towns systematically using literature in ddoy-block visitation, establishing a
new congregation; an electronic billboardwatmoving Bible verse in a public
square where 300,000 go by each day. Evarageln saturation is realized by
organizing continuous services from two uséiven P.M., utilizing 35
preachers, soloists, and testimonials; uailgight vigils to discuss doctrine,
how to evangelize, pray, give and go. Spesgalices on the Ten
Commandments, using ten preachers, choigsadull congregation for 12
hours; youth hour, the adolescent hour, hagtesence of all the mass media

communications systems; the reading of theeBn 80 hours, using ten groups
of ten people each.

c. Rosario, Argentina: The “Rosario plan” demomtes how to plant daughter

churches in three steps:

1) Prayer gestation: prayer cells meet witleast three leaders, one to
read the Bible, another to lead in prayed the third to record the
petitions and the answers to prayers. Ttusgss lasts from three to four
months; no unbelievers are present, ndragetany preaching;
unbelievers’ prayer requests and answerdiacevered and shared
through visitation; the results are thaeldeaders are prepared,

discipleship is practiced, and geographptate is established for a
future congregation.
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2) Mini-crusade: “the new birth"—preparationegoon for particular dates
over the three-day crusade period. An eghstgor pastor

preaches. At the end of the crusade, peplasked if they want to
start a daughter church; the mini-congriegadecides if it wants
to go it alone, or have the pastor appaipteviously prepared couple to
care for the new congregation.

3) The daughter church: “the new baby’—a dé&diplace and hour for
meetings is established. The believersed their own leaders; the
new group has its own life, depending ugsrown members for
ministries, and not upon volunteers fromriaher church.

d. Lima, Peru:

To reach the upper-level people of Lima, somethieqy and daring was done. Until 1973, the
Lima Christian and Missionary Alliance church axgad 180 people. The highly effective Lima’s
“Encounter with God” began by using two weeks ahpaign followed by two weeks of biblical
follow-up. Within two years, the first church gréaover 1,000, requiring a 1,000-seat sanctuabgeto
built. Now double Sunday morning services are h&l86-people nucleus went into “Pueblo Libre”
neighborhoods with the same constant evangelisndisagleship process. By 1978 a 2,000-seat
sanctuary was built to minister to these new croBys1977, another “hive-off” began in a third dist
of Miraflores which now averages over 200. Theyetpo build a 1,000-seat sanctuary. Another group
has begun a German school, which now has overB00979, property was purchased in a fifth Lima
district called “Rimac.” A portable chapel was mduato action for the new nucleus. They also expect
to build a 1,000-seat sanctuary. A Bible institamel evening school was born, with over 100 enrolled
preparing for full-time leadership. In summary, tiéance churches in Lima have grown from one to
five, and from 180 to over 6,000 members in sewearywith a forty percent conservation record.

e. Lima, Peru and La Paz, Bolivia:

A Missions Model: Thirty-four years ago, the Evahgal Missionary Association to the Nations
(AMEN) was born. It now enjoys the co-operatiorii&fother local missions and denominational groups
in preparing nationals for missions. Since 197&,itiflux of university students committed as nadilon
workers has been doubling AMEN’s outreach and anmwdget. This year the number of members is
expected to double again. Last year they localgedh$17,308 from appreciative co-operating chusche
AMEN mobilized 1,250 young people in a co-operativigsionary effort with these local churches
during three separate two-month practical workqetsi They reached into 347 villages along the ¢oast
in the mountains, and in the jungle, turning ove@mngw daughter churches to the mother church
participating with them. To give further cross-cuétl-missiological training, participating groups |
Peru and in Bolivia are beginning the Latin Ameni&chool of Missions this October and November.
One couple from AMEN is already working in Europetbeir way to Morocco, North Africa. Other
contacts made at COWE are opening the way for lAatericans called to the Muslims, Hindus, and
Chinese least-reached peoples concentrated inrteet(Xo be trained in the local languages antucell
of these countries on a reciprocal basis. Latin Acaeawaits a new burst of Korean, Japanese, Ghines
Filipino, and Indian nationals as missionaries thay be trained in the Spanish language and cudtiure
the new Latin American School of Missions beginnimd.ima, Peru.

5. Recommendations to LCWE from Latin America
a. Produce a Lausanne Occasional paper on sfigicemdels of Latin American
Urban Evangelization that may be edited iar$gh for the different regions.
Secure the commitment of the Spanish-speaRDWE participants to share
their models of ministry with the Church GitbvBulletin in Spanish, after
subscribing here at COWE.
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b. LCWE news releases should be made directlydaeligious sections of
national newspapers.

c. Produce a manual on the varied alternativeothplanting methods.

d. Create six continental urban strategy workjrmups committed to continuing
this goal setting and evaluation processlipcatil we meet again in 1985. On
a continental basis, we should evaluate tbhgrpss toward the goals that are
being set by continuing this exercise thraughhe world-class cities in Latin
America. The infrastructure is already ingalavith the pre-COWE study
groups. All we need is the consensus and doment of this gathering to
continue stimulating each other “to love godd works” in world
evangelization, until the return of our Kirlge Lord Jesus Christ.

E. North America

1. Uniqueness of our North American cities

North American cities find the context in natiamfsmmigrants; thus many world-class cities
often have great ethnic diversity. This, combinethwhe potential for upward mobility among second
and third generation peoples particularly, oftezated an inner-city zone of people of poorer ckasse
who sought entrance into the more established mvdidiss industrialized society.

Our east coast cities were designed before massportation, some as walking cities. Mass
transportation, however, has created more sprawlires, the most extreme of these being Los Argyele
on the West Coast. The older cities have demomsti@tycle of birth, decline, and now, in some sase
revival. The revival often involves a gentrificatiprocess of the rich displacing the poor and the
spreading of formerly urban problems outside soitesc Planting and growing churches in the newer
growing cities are accomplished with greater edingy than doing the same things in the older cities

2. Descriptions of ministries
A multitude of ministries were listed in thejor COWE-convened groups in North
American cities. We have here listed threengdas of the kind of things being done
by 1) a small denomination in Denver, 2) aeolchurch in downtown Chicago, and 3)
a parachurch ministry in Boston.

a. Small denomination in Denver—The Denver styidyp emphasized a model
of 4-6 local, neighborhood-oriented integdatburches (Black and Hispanic)
and mentioned some sensitivities they haégpect. They strive to keep a
majority of minority people in each congragatand give precedence to the
needs of minorities, the poor, and the neaghtod. Minority people are in
leadership positions. There is concentratfttdo deal practically with social
concerns. There is a high percentage ofqyaation by all in the congregation.
Minority Christians are encouraged to witn@smajority persons as well as to
persons like themselves. An alternative @ufdhy regarding wealth, poverty,
and education has been developed.

b. An older church in downtown Chicago—There seeral exciting ministries
happening in downtown Chicago. One is thetadeon of the Coral Ridge
(Evangelism Explosion) program by Methodistiple. Methodist Temple is an
historically rich, old downtown, homogenoaathedral church which has found
it can most successfully minister to the arbéluent. Each week, Methodist
Temple sends out 30 church members to vighie high-rise buildings of
Chicago’s affluent Gold Coast. Contacts aaglenthrough church visitor cards
and referrals; people are phoned for appa@nts) and then the teams are sent
out. It has been found that high-rise dwslkere open to receive these lay
evangelists, and that about 30% of thoseéedseventually become church
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members. We do not have the exact statidiidsye do know that a significant
percentage of these are through confessidautat

c. Para-church—Emmanuel Gospel Center’s ministBoston

1) Itis involved in church planting effortsathare done through
involvement with specific denominational gps.
2) Itis involved in the training of urban parst through Gordon-Conwell
Theological Seminary.
3) Its staff is involved in eight different sting churches and their own
indigenously conceived ministries.
4) It works with and through churches in sumeg@mnmunity evangelistic
efforts.
5) It assists churches in Christian educati@mymms.
6) It is involved in community development tihalips to socialize
communities where churches are being planted
7) It has assisted in the development of pasgroups in the cities.
8) It provides educational resources to chusche its library, bookstore,
and research materials.
3. Summary of general discussion of issues rlatéarge city evangelism
The North American participants spent extensiime discussing those factors of urban
and church life which were perceived as eiti@riers to, or channels for, the
evangelization of large cities. Factors andessdiscussed were too numerous to present
in a work of this nature, but they have dingatifluenced the statements on purpose,
goals, and strategies which follow.
4. Purpose, goals and strategies
Ultimately, the purpose of the North Americandy group was to attempt to answer the
question, “How Shall the Large North AmericaityGlear?” (i.e., How shall the large
North American city be effectively evangelizgtt? our attempt to fulfill our purpose,
we have established the following goals anategies.
We urge the LCWE to establish an Urban Strat¥gyking Group in the immediate
future. The basic purpose of this group wowddinform, challenge, and motivate the
world-wide evangelical community for aggressawel effective evangelization of the
world-class cities.
Members of this group should, quite obvioubly,persons actively involved in urban
ministry. We further suggest that the group:

a. Develop a typology of churches and churctideship with some indication of
the effectiveness of the different types ultiplying churches and believers in
world-class cities.

b. Supervise a research project which will idgrand study ten diverse North
American world-class cities, describe theanaharacteristics of each, and
select five churches and/or parachurch miiesin each which will provide
case studies of effective evangelistic metihmgles. The report of this study
should appear in a book published by a majitisher in North America by
1984.

c. The local urban study groups that functiobefibre COWE are to be
commended for the fine work that they havead&ome of the groups were
found to be more productive than otherss hoped that the groups will
continue their work into the foreseeable ffetun co-operation with the Urban
Strategy Working Group and under its geneoakdinator. It is also hoped that
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the network of active local urban study gmwill be extended to at least one
group for each North American world-clasy @iy 1982.

d. Develop a standardized research methodoldgghvwill be used by all the
local groups world wide so that the data @®ir reporting are compatible. One
possible theoretical framework for this metblmgy might be that of Social
Area Analysis, which identifies urban spand devises evangelistic
methodologies appropriate to each context.

e. Establish a world-wide communicative netweekicle which will:

1) Disseminate the results of the researchgogame by the local groups
on a general scale—and

2) Provide a system for specific problem-sajvas requested by those
faced by a particular evangelistic challenge

f. Attempt to identify and describe the unigi@cteristics of world-class cities
in general which make either the entire atysignificant portions of it,
resistant or receptive to the Gospel. Thesbrigs should be communicated
through the urban network (i.e., 4:2C Corditnen of Pre-COWE Study
Groups) as soon as possible. Our goal in eachi-class city is to plant a
growing cluster of churches in each sociat ahthe city, and the revitalization
of existing city churches to the point whérey become active participants in
the process of the evangelization of their. ome strategies might include:

1) Ministering within the primary and secondaygtems of society
Strategically we need to work within the thasic systems of society.
First, the primary face-to-face systems Whicclude such units as
family, community, and ethnic groups. Sedpnithe secondary or
broader institutional aspects of societyalhinclude such units as
government, economics, and communicatiotegsys. With regard to the
primary systems, we first need to undesiamd identify them. In
certain cases they will need to be presersteengthened, and even
created if the more stable churches thahaegled in evangelism are to
be developed.

Regarding the secondary systems, the uthartic cannot define its
evangelism too narrowly. Failure to workhyiand in, those secondary
systems can result in an urban environméntiwbecomes a barrier to
effective evangelism. For example, involveimeith the concerns of the
poor (housing, employment, etc.), and tlotimis of institutional
injustice are central to reaching such peepth a holistic message of
hope and salvation.

The healing and stability this work produgea community do much to
increase the potential for good evangeliSunther, that stability is
important for long-term indigenous churcbwth and for reaching
certain low income areas of the city.

Basically, then, we identify and evangelithin social units and seek
to plant and develop churches that reacbugh groups. Specific
strategies should be worked out in each city

2) Anticipating the future
Strategically, our evangelism needs to tak@consideration not only
the existing community but the second amd tenerations of people,
to avoid the church decline and death commaider urban areas. The
city, by its nature, is a very dynamic, chiaug environment. Thus

©2005 Nelson Jennings & Covenant Theological Seminary



God’'s World Mission pgendix |, page 22

commitment to our goals, not narrowly comedistrategies, is
important.

3) Co-operation
A strategy of co-operation is necessaryctmaplish the total task of
evangelism. Co-operation at the levels airch (both ethnic and
institutional), para-church, and communitgkas the whole evangelism
effort greater than the sum of its partasTieeds to be done while, at
the same time, preserving the identity amegrity of the institutions
involved. Some suggested areas of co-operatie:

a) Adequate training for existing urban woskand laity and
appropriate training (bridging the gap betw the classroom and
field) for new pastoral leadership. The&eroinvolve co-
operative efforts between churches, schaeaisominations, and
para-church groups.

b) Sharing in the cost of electronic media.

c) Co-operation to utilize the full potentalpara-church groups
in evangelism that produces church growth.

d) The stimulation and information necessantdtal
evangelization of all social units is offenand in regular
planning and fellowship meetings of chuledwders, which are
often viewed as unnecessary to over-bustopabut, in fact,
they are strategic for some.

5. Resources for large city evangelism
There does exist in North America a good nunatbeesources for those seeking to do
large city evangelism.

a. Pre-COWE Large City Prayer Study and Stra@mups.

b. Those individuals who have developed faidgcessful large city ministries.

c. Regional urban ministry resource centers, Emmanuel Gospel Center in
Boston; Seminary Consortium for Urban PastGducation—Chicago Trinity
Christian Community—New Orleans; in Canadata@io Theological Seminary
in Toronto, and Baptist Inner-City MinistrissSaint John are developing such
centers.

d. Universities and Seminaries which have udiadies and/or ministries
departments are too numerous to list. Thattents also are a valuable resource
which should be utilized.

e. While not specifically urban, the Christiaatalbanks such as MARC have
helpful information.

f. The Home Mission Boards of many denominations

g. Government resource centers

h. Community leaders

i. The people resources of the suburban churches

J- The gifts and talents within your own localucch

6. Questions to be discussed
a. Since most evangelization is done by denatioimal and para-church groups,
how do we co-operate for more effective lasig evangelism without
sacrificing integrity?

b. How do we preserve the primary systems otitye—e. g., family, community,

and ethnic systems?
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c. How effective are massive city-wide crusade®aching the non-churched city
dwellers?

d. To what extent does the electronic churclitipety and/or negatively affect
the process of evangelizing the world-claggc

e. How does the quality of family life impactarmpthe church and the task of
evangelism?

F. Southeast Asia/Oceania
1. The unigueness of certain cities in South A&isstralia, and New Zealand

We notice two special features of the cities of Hrea. First, their diversity: teeming populasion
of most Asian and some Australian cities, smaiésitike Perth and Wellington; some in the tropics,
others in the temperate zones; some developed ewiestlyle cities, others developing cities withtaé
characteristics of Asia. Secondly, their similarityey have all received the Gospel within the 834
or 400 years.

Looking at some individual cities, we noted thattR has the lowest density of population and is
the most isolated city in the world. Its largeshsiustralian ethnic group is the ltalians. Sydntly s
can trace some of its origins as a penal settlenvibourne is the third largest “Greek city” ireth
world. Wellington is a city of government officemad employees with a very secular atmosphere.
Auckland is the largest “Polynesian city” in thendo Singapore is the only city outside China and
Taiwan where the majority of the population is &se; of its student population, 45 percent clamns t
be Christian and its “puritan style” government hesntroduced Bible knowledge into its school
curriculum for the sake of its moral content. Inftldtulu only the Roman Catholic Church is strong] an
evangelicals represent only three percent of tipelladion. This is a city of syncretistic religidm. the
Philippines, two-thirds of church attenders arengpeople-the median age of its citizens is onlyi5
has 86 cultural-linguistic groups. Manila is a wersity city, with one quarter of the population imay
some involvement with the university. Zamboangaadsge Muslim population.

2. Issues related to the task of evangelism

a. The identification and reaching of peopleugoin the city (e.g., youth, split
families, men, workers, unemployed, businesspfe, community leaders, ethnic
groups, urban poor and urban rich, high-reseilies, the handicapped, nominal
Christians, other religionists, and culturadgps). Note: we identify these
people groups for the sake of evangelism rdtian to establish separate
churches.

b. The decision whether or not to establish dhninuildings in relationship to
costs and distances involved, populations,catidiral expectancy.

c. The sharing of resources, co-operation, haglace of parachurch
organizations, taking account of the diffeebetween denominational, inter-
church and para-church missionary societiesbaards.

d. The training of leadership for urban evarggelivhich is biblical and
evangelical.

e. The communication of the Gospel—through greercrusades, the media,
etc.—which affirms the local church and isneitsed to by an authentic
Christian life-style of believers.

f. The strengthening of family-based evangelésrd church membership.

3. Definition of goals as to what should be dabeut the above issues in the next few
years in our cities.

a. People groups
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1) Provide a “people group register” for eaiti by April 1981, for
inclusion in the “Unreached Peoples” diregtb®82 edition.

2) Conduct research to determine the stat@haoktianity in these people
groups.

3) Prepare “city profiles” along the lines afreent country profiles.

Strategy: The preparatory study groups for COWEeaich city are encouraged to supply information for
the Peoples Group Directory. Participants in COWéEeancouraged to establish such groups where they
do not exist. Using the MARC gquestionnaire, “Reagthihe Unreached,” and specially prepared
guestionnaires, these groups will present matestiah could be used for publishing in the brief but
comprehensive “city profiles.”

b. Church buildings
1) Examine the role of “worship places” bibllgasociologically,
evangelistically, and practically for possilrclusion as an article in
“Unreached Peoples Directory” 1982 (due byilx[981).

Strategy: A paper is to be prepared by one of #régpants in COWE on the topic of the role of
worship places within the church for possible isabn in the “Unreached Peoples Directory” 1982.

c. Sharing of resources
1) Identify para-church organizations, theirgmse, resources, ministries,
and current relationships with the churches$ @ne another.
2) Establish or identify coordinating bodieddoilitate this mutual co-
operation in each city.
Strategy: The COWE study groups are requestecetdifgt the para-church groups and to assume the
role of actively encouraging their work and theraperation among themselves and with local
churches, avoiding unnecessary overlapping. Inosagdthey will actively affirm the ministry and
value of para-church groups.

d. Training and leadership
1) Identify present facilities and programs.
2) Encourage the establishment and developofesuch training where
need is revealed.
3) Feed COWE insights into all leadership tragmprograms.

Strategy: The COWE study groups are encouragetktdify these, and to promote or establish urban
strategy groups for the purposes of the study lemiissues, training of leadership for urban
evangelism, and dissemination of the findings asthhts of COWE through media, T.V., Bible
institutions, missionary training programs, locahgregations, etc.

e. Communication of the Gospel by the media
1) Encourage every local church to understenkiay role in evangelism.
2) Provide training to equip church memberkda@ble to express what it
means to be a Christian, empowered by areatithChristian life-style.

Strategy: Dissemination of COWE findings and ingsgh encouraged through every available means—
church synods and assemblies, local congregatodications, etc.
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f. Family based evangelism
1) Strengthen the family as a base for evasigesind church membership.

Strategy: By encouraging, through the study grammball possible means of communications, family
ministries in the church, leading to greater famsibjidarity and promoting family education programs
worship, and devotional materials.

All these strategies should be undergirded witlygran total dependence on the Holy Spirit.

G. Urban strategy models (These are examples thrdye could be many more.)
1. Wellington, New Zealand

a. The Youth for Christ movement has a successiiveach in Wellington by
running both bi-monthly large youth ralliesthe city hall (2,000 attend) and
week-night youth study groups in suburbs (00l groups) and emphasizing
the importance of local church membership.

b. The Wellington Anglican Maori Pastorate mageed use of funerals and
other tribal events among the Maoris to ni@rishrough services of worship at
the place where they are held as part of suehts.

c. The Wellington Anglican Chinese Pastoratedatured the enthusiasm of
local Chinese by dedicated Christian leadprahd an ambitious building
program to establish a Chinese Christian 1@dnt organizing Chinese banquets
and cultural activities for the citizens oflWhgton to raise the funds needed.

2. The Philippines

a. Tent of the Good News: Three tents, accomtmaya00-400 people operate in
three cities with one- or two-week campaidfalow-up is conducted until a
healthy self-supporting church is plantedm@aigns are held where there are
no other local churches

b. Media

1) A new magazine, “Sidestreets,” aiming atogimg prejudice. It
speaks to students and young professionaitetro-Manila. It is a bi-
monthly production available on newsstami$ookshops, and youth
groups.

2) A radio program dramatizing testimoniess la local production and
strives to be culturally relevant. It ainoscteate a point of contact for
personal evangelism.

3. Singapore

a. High-Rise Apartments: Of Singaporians, 70 in high-rise apartments. The
church has no alternative but to work in feocisurches, which are commenced
in New States (50,000 to 200,000 people) wiieere is presently no corporate
Christian presence Christian residents aratéal, then brought together for
Bible study, worship, and evangelism. Thaltatembership is mobilized for
evangelism.

b. Spontaneous groups in central businessdidttalf a million people work in
the central business district. A group ofi€ans meet once a day for six days
a week in almost every building to nourishiyg Christians, to nurture mature
Christians in prayer, Bible study, and enegement. There is no organizational
focus. All are spontaneous. Professionaldimair own groups as do personnel
in the armed forces and police. Very litHehappening among industrial
workers.
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c. Reaching English-educated secondary studentgisBrspeaking students are
quick to pick up Western ways. They are ofgethe Gospel due in part to a
general rejection of parents’ beliefs andhreus systems. There are a wide
number of organizations and churches invalved

4. Australia

a. Local church penetration: A small group ie pgort city of Fremantle has been
meeting for fellowship and has developedderaled family, positively
influencing other families. One member is rowouncilor of the Fremantle
City Council providing Christian salt andHig They have initiated programs
such as the Fremantle Astigen’s Cooperasind,the Waste Recycling Project,
both job-creation schemes. Credibility of Btan faith has risen measurably.

b. Cultural festivals, media, and youth: Chass from numerous local churches
serve in the Festivals. These are natur@ihgst in that the church doesn’t have
to invite people in. It is primarily a seeaksng venture but, through creative
and non-offensive ways, provides people wWithopportunity to explore faith.
Radio: Radio is used to reach the 15-25 agepgand is attempting, through
“Top 40” sound and creative inputs, to climathe youth population. Youth:
Schools and street level are used to coatatinvite youth into relationships
and homes.

c. In Adelaide many young families are beingcheal. The Sunday Schools are
still around and are being used evangeli$fiegain. Small groups have been
formed in which members share personalitiesfaelings. An emphasis has
also been placed on knowing and receivieg-bly Spirit.

d. Mass evangelization is used in Brisbane itmgbetbout a consciousness of God
in the community-at-large, and to preserveetgenorals. This seems to
mobilize the church for witness and to depgbersonal skills of counseling. It
brings renewal to both laity and clergy.

e. Child Evangelism in Brisbane incorporatesRallies of a professional
standard that are arresting to unchurchddreim and encouraging Christian
children; (2) After-school clubs and Biblentered/classes conducted for three
or five days in homes or halls; (3) Low-caste-day camping; (4) Vacation
Bible Schools over a period of 2 to 3 hceamsh day. These are good for
reaching those not attending Sunday Schools.

f. In Sydney a “Church in the market place” bagn established in the centre of
commercial development in the eastern sublirbseks out those suffering
hopelessness to give the possibility of glo(etg., by schools for senior
citizens). It concentrates on providing deaman companionship and
discovery of talents to set people free tatgbute to society. The church serves
in senior citizen care, community aid, clalte and a girls’ hostel. It also uses
the arts to help its celebration. The chuexists to reach out, worship, pray,
and care.

g. The Cathedral Church in Sydney is a livelytoe of reconciliation and
experimentation in a secular society, anmgsponsible for spiritual worship,
cultural learning, pastoral care, public tielas, and relevant evangelism in the
city.

IV. Reflections on Large City Evangelization
Recurring Themes From Pre-COWE Convener Documents
A. Major hindrances to the effective evangelizatid large city dwellers
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1. Lack of co-operation between churches, anddxst church and para-church
organizations, resulting in waste of limitegources.

2. The church is viewed by many as an unattraaption, or as lacking credibility by
non-Christians.

a. There is often a loss of spiritual vitality

b. Evangelism has ceased to be a priority fanyr@urches

c. Some churches lack sensitivity to the basimdn needs for food, clothing,
housing, etc.

3. Untrained church leadership (lay and clerdigrolacks the ability to cope with
complex urban society.

4. Forms of outreach abound, but systematic aisabf effectiveness seldom
accompanies them (e.g., audience analysisalp groups).

B. Some emerging generalizations on strategy

1. The family is central. Successful evangeliakes into account the special needs of,
and dynamics surrounding, urban families.

2. Neighborhood housing units and inter-persantess are the successful conversion
strategies most often cited.

3. Mass media with Western content is often useldlom critiqued, yet is frequently
reported to be largely ineffective.

4. No one generalization emerges with such glaritall continents as the affirmation
that the local church is the key to evangeiiratand its revitalization is everyone’s
concern.

C. Some recommendations to meet the challenge @é kcity evangelization

1. The local church must be helped to assumeuitality and recover evangelistic
vision.

2. Urban audience research must be undertakemggeewith the help of research and
training centers.

3. Training for urban evangelism is an absol@eessity.

4. Ways and means must be found to encouragpe&@iive outreach and the
dissemination of research findings and strategi

D. The most common issues raised in the regiomalgs at COWE
There were six sub-groups (see lll.A. - F.), andraearly stage certain issues were consistentigda
by all or several of the groups.
Six discussed the need for co-operation and shafingsources
Five discussed seeking out people groups in tlye cit
Five discussed training for leadership
Four discussed the communication of the Gospel
Three discussed family evangelism
Later in the consultation, members of the groupsied from one another and adopted insights from
each other so that in the end the regional findiefjected a mutual learning process.

V. How Shall the Large Cities Hear?
Some recommendations of the large cities consoitati the LCWE are as follows:
A. We must continue to expand the COWE networgtoély and strategy groups for the purpose
of facilitating urban evangelism and missiomorld-class cities.
B. We should establish centers in each of the magions of the world to perform these
functions.
C. The facilitation of research on each of theldxstass cities within the region.
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D. The evaluation of the stewardship of evangebsrategies being undertaken within the
region.

E. The co-ordination and facilitation of trainifay urban workers.

F. Convene periodic regional urban evangelism witeisons.

G. Establish a newsletter on urban evangelisntiiceto chairpersons of COWE study and
strategy groups.

H. We should publish brief “city profiles” alongd lines of present “country profiles” and
possibly list addresses from where the full@@WE study group reports on each city can be
obtained.
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